




 
 
 
 
 
DATE: August 6, 2014 
 
TO:  Michael J. Beck, City Manager 
 
FROM: Siobhan Foster, Director of Public Works  
 
RE:  Desiderio Neighborhood Park – Project Update   
  
 
 
In 2007, the City Council adopted a conceptual plan for Desiderio Neighborhood Park.  
The concept envisioned a meadow-like environment with natural features and modest park 
amenities.  More recently, the City of Pasadena and Federal Government have undertaken 
the process for transferring the property ownership so that the park can be developed.  A 
draft Environmental Impact Report was prepared and circulated in early 2014.   
 
The Department of Public Works held the most recent in a series of community meetings 
on June 25, 2014 to gather public input on the design for Desiderio Neighborhood Park.  
Three design concepts were presented to approximately 40 attendees.  The design 
concepts were well-received and the public contributed valuable input.   
 
Based on public input, the Department of Public Works refined a Neighborhood Park 
design concept centered on a dry stream bed feature that threads through the park.  This 
aesthetic and functional feature provides both a symbolic and literal connection to the 
adjacent Lower Arroyo Seco.  Walkways will traverse the park and cross the stream bed in 
various locations with small footbridges.   
 
The park will be a passive Neighborhood Park featuring a meadow-type landscape with an 
emphasis on native trees and plantings consistent with the adjacent Lower Arroyo Seco.  
Site amenities will include furnishings, picnic areas, small play area, arroyo stone retaining 
walls, and parking lot.  The current design concept is attached. 
  
On July 8, 2014, the Department of Public Works presented the design concept for 
Desiderio Neighborhood Park to the Recreation and Parks Commission.  The Recreation 
and Parks Commission unanimously supported the design concept.   
 
The Parcel Map necessary for the transfer of the federal property to the City of Pasadena 
was recorded by Los Angeles County on July 30, 2014.  The Department of Public Works 
is currently advertising the Building and Site Demolition project for bids.  Award of the 
demolition contract is scheduled for City Council for consideration this fall with an 
anticipated demolition start date in January 2015.   
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The Department of Public Works will submit the site plan and supporting narrative to the 
Department of Planning and Community Development later this month.  Upon approval, 
the Department of Planning and Community Development will submit the Environmental 
Impact Report for the Reuse of the Desiderio Army Reserve Center to Planning 
Commission for consideration in September 2014.  Pending Planning Commission 
approval, the site plan and narrative will be brought before City Council in October 2014 as 
part of the Desiderio Planned Development process. 
 
 
Attachment 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 7, 2014 
 
TO:   Michael J. Beck, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Frederick C. Dock, Director of Transportation 
 
SUBJECT: Pasadena Support for Federal Highway ATDM Program 
 
 
Pasadena has been selected as one of seven locales for the development of Active 
Transportation and Demand Management (ATDM) strategies by the Federal Highway 
Administration.  As noted in the attached brochure, “ATDM is the dynamic management, 
control, and influence of travel demand, traffic demand, and traffic flow of transportation 
facilities. Through the use of available tools and assets, traffic flow is managed and 
traveler behavior is influenced in real-time to achieve operational objectives, such as 
preventing or delaying breakdown conditions, improving safety, promoting sustainable 
travel modes, reducing emissions, or maximizing system efficiency. Under an ATDM 
approach the transportation system is continuously monitored. Using archived data and/or 
predictive methods, actions are performed in real-time to achieve or maintain system 
performance.” 
 
Pasadena was selected for the maturity of the City’s Traffic Management Center activities 
and for the availability of sophisticated modeling platforms that the Department of 
Transportation has developed to support the General Plan Land Use and Mobility 
Elements update.  Pasadena’s role will be to provide data about traffic operations 
(volumes, signal operations, etc.) to support the development of an Analysis, Modeling and 
Simulation testbed for the ATDM strategies.  The testbed provides the environment for 
evaluating effects of the ATDM strategies (see the attachment) on the transportation 
systems in each of the seven locales.  As part of the project, Pasadena will be sharing 
information and lessons learned from the other six locales (San Diego, Sacramento, 
Phoenix, Dallas, Chicago and Northern Virginia) where different combinations of strategies 
will be tested. 
 
This effort will be both parallel to and complementary with the I-210 Integrated Corridor 
Management project that Caltrans has underway.  The testbed platform is being shared 
with the I-210 ICM team for use in developing and evaluating control strategies for the 
integrated corridor concept of operations plans. 
 
 
Attachment: ATDM Program Brief: An Introduction to Active Transportation and Demand 

Management 
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Why ATDM?
Simply put, more can be done with 
technology and existing assets and 
programs by making a strategic 
commitment to actively manage the 
transportation system. Active management 
is a tactical approach to operating systems, 
programs, and technologies differently; 
focusing on applying more “hands on” and 
dynamic approaches through real-time 
and predictive analyses. ATDM creates an 
environment where the occurrence and 
effects of problems can be reduced. 

ATDM builds upon existing capabilities, 
assets, and programs and enables 
agencies to leverage existing investments 
— creating a more efficient and effective 

system and extending the service life of 
existing capital investments. All agencies 
and entities operating transportation 
systems can advance towards a more 
active management philosophy. 

While active management can be applied 
to any part of our transportation system 
(such as implementing dynamic pricing 
on a facility to manage congestion, or 
informing travelers of specific or compatible 
transit operations for their trip), it is most 
beneficial when the relationships and 
synergies to other parts of the system 
are considered. For example, an agency 
could apply adaptive ramp metering to 
improve freeway traffic flow. However, if 

What is Active Transportation and Demand 
Management (ATDM)?
ATDM is the dynamic management, control, and influence 
of travel demand, traffic demand, and traffic flow of 
transportation facilities. Through the use of available tools 
and assets, traffic flow is managed and traveler behavior is 
influenced in real-time to achieve operational objectives, such 
as preventing or delaying breakdown conditions, improving 
safety, promoting sustainable travel modes, reducing 
emissions, or maximizing system efficiency. 

Under an ATDM approach the transportation system is 
continuously monitored. Using archived data and/or predictive 
methods, actions are performed in real-time to achieve or 
maintain system performance.

What are some examples of ATDM Approaches? 
Active management of transportation and demand can include 
multiple approaches spanning demand management, traffic 
management, parking management, and efficient utilization of 
other transportation modes and assets.

An agency can deploy a single ATDM approach in order 
to capitalize on a specific benefit or can deploy multiple 
active strategies to gain additional benefits across the entire 
transportation system. Some example approaches include:
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Active Demand Management Active Traffic Management Active Parking Management
Dynamic Ridesharing Dynamic Lane Use Control Dynamically Priced Parking

On-Demand Transit Dynamic Speed Limits Dynamic Parking Reservation

Dynamic Pricing Queue Warning Dynamic Way-Finding

Predictive Traveler Information Adaptive Ramp Metering Dynamic Parking Capacity

Seattle I-5 Northbound Active Traffic Management –  
Source: Texas Transportation Institute

SF Park Parking Information Sign –  
Source: SF.Streets Blog

the effect of ramp metering on connecting 
arterials is not considered or if dynamic 
actions to manage overall demand are not 
implemented, some of the system-wide 
performance gains from the ramp metering 
system may be compromised. 



ATDM Project 
Informational Briefs
This informational brief is one of 
the ATDM briefs in the Program 
category of the FHWA ATDM Brief 
Series. ATDM briefs are or will be 
available in the categories of: 

•	 ATDM	Program

•	 ATDM	Planning

•	 ATDM	Analysis

•	 ATDM	Design

•	 ATDM	Operations	

ATDM approaches are being considered 
and implemented all over the nation. In 
fact, several states and cities are making 
great progress. Example urban deploy-
ments include the following: Washington 
State Department of Transportation  
(WSDOT) has implemented dynamic 
ridesharing, dynamic lane use control, 
and dynamic speed limits; the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Authority (SFMTA) has implemented 
dynamic parking management in the 
downtown area; and Minnesota Depart-

ment of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has 
implemented dynamic lane use control, 
dynamic speed limits, and priced dy-
namic shoulder use lanes. 

A rural application of variable speed  
limits has also been deployed by Wyo-
ming Department of Transportation to ad-
dress operations during weather events. 
Several other states have implemented 
projects or have projects or concepts 
in various stages of development which 
advance active management.

Where are ATDM approaches being implemented?

How do I get involved in the 
program?
The ATDM program is intended to support 
agencies and regions considering moving 
towards an active management approach. 
Through customized workshops, tools, 
guidance documents, resources, and 
peer exchanges, the program can assist 
with technical support to implement ATDM 
strategies. 

Importantly, ATDM is not an exclusive 
program restricted to specific agencies. 
Every agency that is considering moving 
towards active and dynamic capabilities 
can benefit from the ATDM program’s 
efforts. 

What are some ongoing 
activities in this program?
The U.S. Department of Transportation 
(U.S.DOT) is advancing the development 
of guidance, planning, case studies, 
and research in the application and 
design of active transportation and 
demand management approaches. In 
addition, the ATDM program will provide 
lessons learned, standards, and best 
practices on key underlying ATDM 
planning, evaluation, analysis techniques 
and design elements that serve as a 
foundation for ATDM implementation. 
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For more information:
Bob Sheehan
Robert.Sheehan@dot.gov
(202) 366-6817

Jim Hunt
Jim.Hunt@dot.gov
(717) 221-4422

James Colyar
James.Colyar@dot.gov
(360) 753-9408

Greg Jones
GregM.Jones@dot.gov
(404) 562-3906

Minnesota DOT Dynamically Priced  
High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes – 
Source: U.S. DOT

Wyoming DOT Variable Speed Limits  
(VSL) – Source: Wyoming DOT

Dynamic Ridesharing Application  
(in use on Seattle SR520) – Source: iTunes 
Application Store
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