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Welcome to District 7

 
 
Contact Us:

Councilmember Andy Wilson
awilson@cityofpasadena.net
(626) 441-4802

Dear Friends,

I hope that you had a relaxing summer. Our family had a series of
trips to Vermont, Maine, Yosemite and Seattle. All adventures were
great family bonding but it's good to have the kids back in school
and back on a regular schedule!
 
The Council approved a balanced 2017 budget before our recess,
after attending a half dozen finance committee meetings to review
the detailed capital budget and department operating budgets. As
you will read below, larger forces are making budgeting more
challenging.
 
We also just approved the somewhat controversial Kimpton Hotel
project for the Julia Morgan designed YMCA building at Marengo
Avenue and Holly Street. This project had a number of competing
interests but given the deteriorating state of the building and the
desire to activate more of the Civic Center, this seemed like a good
(though not perfect) plan to move forward. What was clear from the
discussion around this project was the need for the City to quickly
move forward with a plan for enhanced and expanded open space
to serve the growing community in the Central District.
 
Finally, I want to reiterate my commitment to the concepts of "active
transport" and "complete streets." Active transport is about making
it easy to bike, walk, take transit, share the ride and make streets
for people, not cars. Complete streets are streets for everyone.
They are designed and operated to enable safe access for all
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District 7 Liaison Pam Thyret
pthyret@cityofpasadena.net
(626) 441-4802
  
  

710 Forum September
15 "The Pasadena Way 
or Their Highway" 
Click Here 
 

 
Fire Station 34 Open
House on September 17
Click Here
 

Other District 7 links:

South Lake Business
Association

Green Street Village

users including bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages
and abilities. I am convinced that, as our City grows, we must
migrate away from the car and embrace new modes of transit. This
strategy will reduce congestion and greenhouse gasses while
helping us become healthier. So look for me walking around town or
hopping the Gold Line.
 
Below, I share a few items of interest. As always, please don't
hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.

BUDGET UPDATE  
Looking Ahead to 2018
Current projections for the City's General Fund indicate that
beginning next fiscal year (July 1, 2017), despite steady growth in
the local economy, overall City revenues will not keep pace with
increases in the cost of providing municipal services. This is
particularly due to increases in personnel costs for City
employees, which account for 64% of overall General Fund
spending. The primary cost-driver has been  spikes in
contributions to the California Public Employee Retirement System
(CalPERS) affecting every city in California and which cannot be
avoided by law. To give you a sense of magnitude, from fiscal year
2011 to fiscal year 2018 the City's total pension obligation will more
than double, growing from $34 million to $73 annually. This will put
significant strain on the City's budget. When revenues fall short of
expenses the City relies on its fund balance, essentially its
savings account, to fill the gap between revenues and expenses.

To address this potentially unsustainable situation, the City is
taking action now to identify ways to reduce or eliminate expenses
and increase revenues where appropriate such as ensuring full
cost recovery for City services. Between now and the adoption of
the operating budget in May the Council will be taking additional
action to keep expenses in line with revenues.

BIKING IN PASADENA
Making it safer, more accessible
As part of the City's Updated
General Plan, approved by
City Council in August of last
year, the Mobility Element
incudes a Bicycle
Transportation Action Plan. The
plan provides details for a
network of bikeways so that
every neighborhood is within
1/4 mile of an effective
bicycling route in the north-south and east-west directions.
 
One aspect of the plan is the Pasadena Bikeshare Program,
which involves a shared fleet of bicycles located at docking
stations throughout the City within easy access to each other. The
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority  (Metro)
is formalizing a countywide bike share program. Through a grant,
Metro will provide 50% of the capital cost and 35% of the net
operating cost for each city that participates in the bike share
program. Approximately 34 kiosks stationing 490 bicycles would
be available to the public in Pasadena for short term rental via a
walk-up charge, flex pass or monthly pass (Metro TAP card). The
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Pasadena Playhouse
District

 

City is currently working with Metro on an agreement which should
be coming to City Council for approval in the next two months, after
which public meetings will be held for input on possible kiosk
locations.
 
Another aspect of the Bicycle Plan is the Union Street Two Way
Cycle Track. Based on the Complete Streets concept, a two-way
cycle track has been designed for Union Street between Hill
Avenue and Arroyo Parkway. The Track will have a two-way
bicycle lane on the south side of Union Street - protected by on-
street parking and then two vehicle lanes for travel. A $2.7 M Metro
grant was awarded to the City for Phase 1 of the project with a city
match of $694 K. Environmental clearance and design engineering
will begin next spring, with a proposed start of construction in year
2021.
 
The second phase of the Cordova "Road Diet" is scheduled to be
completed in 2019, continuing the work that has already been done
between Hill Avenue and Lake Avenue all the way to Arroyo
Parkway, including bike lanes and pedestrian safety. Public
meetings on this phase will occur next spring.
 
And finally, many of you have surely noticed by now the green
paint in the Marengo Avenue bicycle lanes. This is an industry
best practice to warn both motorists and bicyclists of potential 
conflict zones between cars and bikes.
 

THATCHER MEDICAL OFFICES
Newly Proposed Development

Though most of the recent
multi-family residential
development has taken place
outside of District 7, we have a
potential new project at 960 E
Green Street adjacent to the
existing Thatcher Medical
building, which is a historic
landmark. The project includes
the restoration of the Thatcher
building and the construction

of 121 condominiums over subterranean parking where the surface
parking lot exists today. The property is currently zoned RM-48
(high density residential).  Many medical office tenants and
patients are both surprised and alarmed by this proposal, with
concerns about potential impacts to their practices and patient
accessibility during construction. While this is an important landlord
- tenant issue, the City doesn't have jurisdiction in these private
party negotiations. District 7 neighbors have expressed concern
about the impacts of the project as well, and we will be facilitating
a workshop for any interested parties to review the plans and ask
questions about the project on Thursday, September 29th at 6:00
p.m. at a location not yet determined. If you would like to receive
meeting notices about this proposed project, please email my
Liaison Pam Thyret at pthyret@cityofpasadena.net. 
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