
CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE CC 

Measure CC is submitted to the voters by the Pasadena City Council and 
would amend various provisions of the Pasadena Municipal Code to allow a 
limited number and types of commercial cannabis businesses to operate in 
Pasadena, subject to business, health and land use regulations. 

Background 

On February 26, 2018, the City Council of the City of Pasadena (“Council”) 
approved submission of an ordinance for voter approval to amend the 
Pasadena Municipal Code (“PMC”) to allow a limited number and types of 
commercial cannabis businesses to operate in Pasadena, subject to business, 
health and land use regulations. 

The Measure 

If passed, Measure CC would amend the PMC to allow three types of 
cannabis permits and a limited number of commercial cannabis businesses 
citywide as follows: six retailers, four cultivation sites, and four testing 
laboratories. The Measure includes distance separation requirements 
consistent with state law, as well as distance separation requirements from 
each of the businesses and residential districts, and between each of the 
businesses. The Measure establishes a process for a potential operator to apply 
for such cannabis permits, as well as to apply for the necessary land use 
permit. The Measure also establishes health and safety permitting and 
operating requirements for such businesses. No currently illegally operating 
cannabis businesses would be grandfathered in; one legal nonconforming 
testing lab would be allowed to remain. The Measure would repeal the current 
ban on commercial cannabis businesses. 

Measure CC will not take effect unless a companion tax measure  
(Measure DD) is adopted by the voters. No applications for commercial 
cannabis businesses will be accepted until the City Manager approves and 
promulgates administrative regulations. No further voter approval would be 
required for future amendments by the City Council, which may amend the 
ordinance that is the subject of this Measure in its usual manner, without 
further voter approval. 

If Measure CC does not pass, the current ban on all commercial cannabis 
businesses would remain in place. 
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CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE CC (Continued) 

Measure CC requires approval of a majority of voters. A “yes” vote for 
Measure CC will establish the ability of a limited number and types of 
commercial cannabis businesses to apply for necessary permits and land use 
approvals. A “no” vote against Measure CC will maintain the existing ban on 
such businesses. 

 

 

 

 

The above statement is an impartial analysis. Copies of the text of the 
proposed ordinance is available at City Libraries and on the City’s 
webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net/cityclerk/elections. If you have any 
questions, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (626) 744-4124. 


