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Pasadena Public Library presents the National 
Endowment for the Arts’ NEA Big Read, which 
broadens our understanding of our world, our 
communities and ourselves through the joy of 
sharing a good book. This month the library 
will feature programming designed around the 
book When the Emperor Was Divine, by author 
Julie Otsuka. Please join us in the Big Read! 

About the Book 
When the Emperor was Divine is a historical fi ction novel written by 
American author Julie Otsuka about a Japanese American family sent 
to an internment camp in the Utah desert during World War II. Loosely 
based on the wartime experiences of Otsuka’s mother’s family, the 
novel is written through the perspective of four Japanese American 
family members, a father, a mother, a son, and a daughter. The family 
members remain nameless, giving their story a universal quality. The 
novel is divided into fi ve sections, each told from a different family 
member’s perspective. The fi rst chapter, the mother’s perspective, 
follows the family’s preparations for leaving for the camp. The second 
chapter, from the girl’s perspective, takes place on the train as the family 
is transported to their internment location. The third chapter, from the 
boy’s perspective, chronicles the three years the family spends at 
the internment camp in Topaz, Utah. The fourth chapter, told from the 
combined perspectives of the boy and girl, tells of the family’s return 
home and their efforts to rebuild their lives as well as their post-war 
experience of anti-Japanese discrimination. The fi nal chapter is a 
confession, told from the father’s perspective and structured as a direct 
address to the reader.

About the Author
Julie Otsuka is an award-winning Japanese American author known for her historical fi ction 
novels calling attention to the plight of Japanese Americans throughout World War II. 
She did not live through the Japanese internment period, but her parents did, which gives 
Otsuka a unique and personal perspective on the matter. Born and raised in California, she 
studied art at Yale University. She pursued a career as a painter for several years before 
turning to fi ction writing at age 30. Otsuka’s artistic attention to detail and great descriptions 
give the reader vivid imagery of different situations throughout her work.

Her fi rst novel, When the Emperor Was Divine (Knopf, 2002), has been translated into 11 
languages and was a New York Times Notable Book, a San Francisco Chronicle Best Book 
of the Year, a Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers fi nalist, and was recently added 
to the NEA’s Big Read Library. The book is based on Otsuka’s own family history: her 
grandfather was arrested by the FBI as a suspected spy for Japan the day after Pearl Harbor 
was bombed, and her mother, uncle and grandmother spent three years in an internment 
camp in Topaz, Utah. The New York Times called it “a resonant and beautifully nuanced 
achievement” and USA Today described it as “A gem of a book and one of the most vivid 
history lessons you’ll ever learn.” It has been assigned to all incoming freshmen at more 
than 45 colleges and universities and is a regular “Community Reads” selection across the 
United States. 

“NEA Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for 
the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest.”



Executive 
Order 9066
Executive Order 9066 marked one of the most 
shameful moments in this country’s history. On 
February 19, 1942, just two months after the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt drafted the order requiring men, 
women and children of Japanese ancestry to move 
to relocation camps. A series of civilian exclusion 
orders were publicly posted all along the West 
Coast with the title, “Instructions to All Persons of 
Japanese Ancestry,” notifying Japanese Americans 
of their impending forced removal.

Roughly 120,000 Japanese Americans were 
incarcerated purely on the basis of “descent,” without 
any criminal charges.  Although two-thirds were 
U.S. citizens by birth, the U.S. Constitution failed to 
protect them, in part because of wartime hysteria, 
but also because decades of racist attitudes, laws 
and propaganda suggested that Japanese Americans 
could never be true citizens. Presidential Proclamation 
2537 was a key precursor to Executive Order 9066 
that required individuals from the enemy countries 
of Germany, Italy and Japan to register with the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

As the order took effect, Japanese American 
families were described as on their way to the 
“scenic Owens River Valley,” where they would be 
“rehabilitated” in a “Little Tokyo in the Mountains.” 
Portrayed more as an idyllic vacation than an 
incarceration, this mass movement of people might 
have seemed less worrying to concerned friends, 
neighbors and colleagues who watched them 
leave. In reality, once these carloads of Japanese 
Americans arrived at the Manzanar Relocation 
Center, the fi rst of 10 detention camps, they were 
surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by armed 
soldiers, and later the cars they were transported in 
were destroyed.

Once in the camps, life was stark, uncomfortable and 
often humiliating, a fact that is encapsulated by one of 
the smallest items preserved from camp life — the 
ID tag. Resembling simple luggage tags, these 
paper tags were worn by the detainees, a reminder 
of the sub-human status that was assigned to them 
for the duration of their internment. 

Japanese American artist Wendy Maruyama 
captures the degradation inherent in these ID tags 
in a series of assemblages called “The Tag Project,” 
in which she has mounted between 5,000 and 
20,000 replicas of these tags from circular, ceiling-
mounted frames, depending on the population 
of each camp. The three sculptures on display in 
“Instructions to All Persons” represent Manzanar, 
Gila River and Heart Mountain relocation centers.
https://www.kcet.org/shows/artbound/instruc-
tions-to-all-persons-lessons-from-the-japanese-
american-experience 

EVENTS
NEA BIG READ KICK OFF
Saturday, Feb. 3 • 11 a.m.–5 p.m. •  Central Library • 285 E. Walnut St.

11 a.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium 
Makoto Taiko - Japanese Drums     
As a Pasadena-based community drum ensemble, Makoto Taiko seeks to unite people of all backgrounds in our local and 
global communities by preserving and sharing the spirit of Japanese Taiko drumming through performances, classes and 
other educational activities. 

Taiko drumming creates a dynamic experience for performers and audience alike, connecting drumbeats with heartbeats. 
Makoto Taiko blends traditional Japanese drumming with western sounds through its repertoire. 

The over 60 members that comprise the Makoto Taiko ensemble have performed throughout the United States and range in age 
from six to over 60, representing the variety of ethnic backgrounds and geographic diversity of the greater Los Angeles area. 

11:45 a.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium
Tōyō Miyatake, A Manzanar Photographer Remembered
Alan Miyatake, grandson of Manzanar photographer Tōyō Miyatake, presents his grandfather’s photography and provides 
details on the photos from his collection displayed in the North Entry Display Cases. 
            
1 p.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium
“Making Home Again: Japanese American Resettlement in Post-World War II 
Los Angeles” 

Kristen Hayashi, Ph.D., doctoral candidate in History at the University of California, Riverside, presents her dissertation 
research, which examines the return and resettlement of Japanese Americans in post-WWII Los Angeles. 
Nearly 37,000 of the individuals interned during WWII lived in Los Angeles County, home to the largest concentration of 
Japanese Americans in the U.S. 

While this history is now more widely known, far less is known about the subsequent resettlement period. How did Japanese 
Americans respond to the tremendous upheaval that the incarceration created? How did people restart their lives after losing 
so much? What types of challenges did returnees face? As the population essentially returned to its prewar size, how did 
Japanese American communities become reestablished in the greater Los Angeles area? 

Hayashi will address these questions using her family’s story as well as those of other Japanese Angelenos as the lens to 
examine the wartime incarceration and the process of “making home again” during the early post-war period.  

2–4 p.m. • Great Hall (Southeast)
Haiku Guys & Gals
Haiku is a major form of Japanese verse, written in 17 syllables divided into three lines of fi ve, seven and fi ve syllables, 
and employing highly evocative allusions and comparisons, often on the subject of nature or one of the seasons. Join the 
Haiku Guys + Gals as they write improvised haiku poems for guests on their typewriters. 
Presented by the Pasadena Museum of California Art.

2–4 p.m. • Great Hall (Southwest)
Reiyukai America
Learn how to fold paper to make origami sculptures, and then create a special origami memory of your own. 

3–5 p.m. • Studio on 4th
Create A No-Sew Butterfly Book to Hold Special Memories
World War II internees could only take with them what they could carry. Refl ecting upon this and taking inspiration from the 
novel, this craft reminds us how a book recalling things left behind would help internees endure gaman, a Japanese term for 
persevering through an unbearable situation with dignity and patience.   

Join artist Rosanne Kleinerman in creating a no-sew “butterfl y book,” a Japanese technique that refers to the pages fl uttering 
like the wings of a butterfl y, using a variety of drawing and painting materials. Participants will be encouraged to refl ect on 
family and personal memories when creating the contents of their book. 
Presented by the USC Pacifi c Asia Museum. Space is limited. To sign up, call (626) 744-4014.

Desert Diamonds Behind Barbed Wire
Saturday, Feb. 10 • 2 p.m. • Allendale Branch Library • 1135 S. Marengo Ave.

Author, fi lmmaker and historian Kerry Yo Nakagawa provides a look behind the barbed wire of World War II concentration camps. 
There, baseball became a tonic of spiritual renewal for disenfranchised Japanese Americans. America’s pastime represented 
salvation and hope for thousands who needed a positive reminder of home life as it used to be and might be again. Join us for a 
screening of Nakagawa’s 35-minute documentary Diamonds in the Rough: The Legacy of Japanese-American Baseball, written 
and narrated by the late and much beloved actor Pat Morita. Nakagawa is the author of Through a Diamond: 100 Years of Japanese 
American Baseball and Japanese American Baseball in California: A History.  Following the program, Nakagawa will sign copies 
of Japanese American Baseball in California: A History which will be available for purchase.  Also on display will be several 
baseball-themed paintings by Pasadena-based artist Ben Sakoguchi. Presented by Baseball Reliquary.

All the events are open to the public and free of charge.

Otsuka’s novel is available for check-out in book, large 
type, eBook and audio format at all Pasadena Public 
Libraries, and for sale at local bookstores.

PASADENA
P U B L I C
L I B R A R Y



HISTORY DAY
Saturday, Feb. 17 • 10:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
Central Library • 285 E. Walnut St.

10:30 a.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium
Executive Order 9066 Then and Now presented 
by Megan Asaka

11 a.m.–1 p.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium 
Hidden Histories – Short Films about the World 
War II Internment of Japanese Americans
Hidden Histories produced by Jason Matsumoto is a touring 
program of short narrative fi lms about the World War II internment 
of Japanese Americans. Each fi lm tells a personal story dramatizing a 
different period of this history, from the issuance of Executive Order 
9066 to the internment’s present-day legacy for younger generations. 
Discussion with the fi lmmakers to follow. Jason Matsumoto, Film 
Producer and Creative Director of Ho Etsu Taiko and Megan Asaka, 
Assistant Professor of History, University of California, Riverside, 
Ph.D. from Yale in American studies, an oral historian and visual 
history coordinator for Densho, a digital archive of primary sources 
related to the World War II incarceration of Japanese Americans.

2 p.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium 
An American Son: The Story of George Aratani, 
Founder of Mikasa and Kenwood 
American writer, journalist and author Naomi Hirahara will discuss her 
latest book, An American Son: The Story of George Aratani, Founder 
of Mikasa and Kenwood. 

Decades before trade between the U.S. and Japan moved at its 
present pace, there was a Japanese immigrant’s son with an American 
dream. Born to a farming tycoon in California, George Aratani was 
forced to leave the family business behind when incarcerated with 
over 100,000 Japanese Americans during World War II. After the war, 
he traveled to Japan with little idea of what he would import from the 
war-devastated archipelago. What followed was the development of 
two powerful businesses, Mikasa and Kenwood.

Hirahara was a reporter and editor of The Rafu Shimpo during the 
post-war redress and reparations movement for Japanese Americans. 
She is currently a writer of both fi ction and non-fi ction works, including 
the Edgar Award-winning Mas Arai mystery series.

CANCELLED
2–4 p.m.
Author Visit: Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 
author of Farewell to Manzanar  

3:30 p.m. • Donald Wright Auditorium
The Manzanar Experience and Book Discussion

Ohara School of Ikebana
Saturday, Feb. 24 • 2 p.m.
Hill Avenue Branch Library • 55 S. Hill Ave.

Japan is a country of elegant art forms and subtle inspirations. One of 
these inspiring art forms, is Ikebana (生け花, “living fl owers”), which 
can be thought of as poetry of nature. Learn more about this amazing 
art from presenter Yumiko Kikkawa. 

Kikkawa teaches the art of Japanese fl ower arrangement throughout 
Southern California and has studied with the Japanese Ohara School 
of Flower Arrangement for the past 21 years, earning an Associate 
2nd Term Master’s.

Community 
Programs
Norton Simon Museum presents 
the prints of Ruth Asawa
Feb. 3 • 1:30-3:30 p.m.
411 W Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91105

Enjoy viewing the prints of artist Ruth Asawa, 
who was relocated to an internment camp as 
a teenager.

Asawa was born in 1926 in Norwalk, one of 
seven children. Her parents were immigrants 
from Japan, and her father operated a truck farm 
until World War II. The family was interned at the 
assembly center hastily set up at the Santa Anita 
racetrack for much of 1942, then were sent 
away to Rohwer War Relocation Center in 
Arkansas. Asawa’s younger sister, Nancy 
(Kimiko), was visiting family in Japan when her 
family was interned. She was unable to return, as 
the U.S. prevented entry even of American citizens 
from Japan. Nancy was forced to stay in Japan 
for the duration of the war. Her father, Umakichi 
Asawa, was arrested by FBI agents in February 
1942, and interned at a detention camp in New 
Mexico. For six months following, the Asawa 
family did not know if he was alive or dead. Asawa 
did not see her father for six years. After her 
father’s discovery, Asawa and her family were sent 
to an internment camp, where she studied art. 

Even from a young age, Asawa expressed an 
interest in art. She was encouraged by her third 
grade teacher to create her own artwork. As a 
result, Asawa received fi rst prize in a school arts 
competition in 1939, for her artwork about what 
makes someone American. 

USC Pacific Asia Museum presents 
artist Rosanne Kleinerman and the 
creation of a No-Sew Butterfly 
Book to Hold Special Memories

Thursday, Feb. 8 • 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Santa Catalina Branch Library
999 E. Washington Blvd.   
Space is limited. To sign up, call (626) 744-7272.

Thursday, Feb. 22 • 3-5 p.m.
La Pintoresca Branch Library 
1355 N. Raymond Ave.  
Space is limited. To sign up, call (626) 744-7268.

World War II internees could only take with 
them what they could carry. Refl ecting upon this 
and taking inspiration from the novel, this craft 
reminds us how a book recalling things left behind 
would help internees endure gaman, a Japanese 
term for persevering through an unbearable 
situation with dignity and patience.   

Join artist Rosanne Kleinerman in creating a 
no-sew “butterfl y book,” a Japanese technique 
that refers to the pages fl uttering like the wings of 
a butterfl y, using a variety of drawing and painting 
materials. Participants will be encouraged to 
refl ect on family and personal memories when 
creating the contents of their book. 

Storrier Stearns 
Japanese Garden
Sunday, Feb. 4 • 2 & 3 p.m. 
Tour the garden followed by a 30-minute program 
(The garden opens at 1:30 p.m. and closes at 5:30 p.m.)
270 Arlington Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105

Space is limited and reservations are required. 
For reservations e-mail 
info@japanesegardenpasadena.com.  
For questions, call Virginia, (305) 484 6906.

Enjoy a historical overview of a beautiful and 
authentic Japanese garden featuring original 
photographs. The garden was designed and created 
by Kinzuchi Fujii, a Japanese immigrant who, upon 
its completion, was sent to an internment camp 
in 1942. Kinzuchi considered the Storrier Stearns 
garden his masterpiece and carried photographs 
and plans documenting the creation of the garden 
with him, in the single suitcase allowed by the 
government, into internment. Kinzuchi never saw 
his beloved creation again.

The Storrier Stearns Japanese Garden represents 
a major phenomenon in American cultural history 
with the appreciation and assimilation of Japanese 
design concepts and aesthetics beginning in the 
late 19th century and subsiding with the outbreak 
of World War II. Japanese gardens and gardening 
played an integral role in the history of Japanese 
immigration and acculturation, particularly on the 
West Coast.

Pasadena Museum of History 
presents Six Weddings  & A Dress
Tuesday, Feb. 6 • 6 p.m.
470 W Walnut St. (Giddings Room), 
Pasadena, CA 91103 • Space is limited. 
Please call (626) 577-1660 to sign up.

Pasadena Museum of History (PMH) will present a 
unique Pasadena connection to this period in our 
nation’s history with “Six Weddings & A Dress.”  
This is an amazing true story about a wedding 
dress made for bride Chiyomi Ogawa, while she 
was held captive in the Manzanar internment 
camp.  After World War II, Chiyomi’s dress was 
passed along to grace fi ve Japanese American 
brides who had relocated to Pasadena to rebuild 
their lives.  Pasadena native and resident Wendy 
Fujihara Anderson, founder and producer of the 
popular 2002-2011 Cherry Blossom Festival 
SoCal, will present information on the six Pasadena 
brides, along with a short fi lm by Steve Nagano 
about the wedding dress and a rare chance to 
meet original bride Chiyomi in person. PMH will 
also showcase materials from the archives related 
to this story, including oral histories, historic 
images and ephemera. 

This event includes free admission to the PMH 
exhibition Royals of Pasadena from 6 to 6:30 p.m.
featuring the dress of Leslie Kawai, the fi rst Japanese 
American selected to be Queen of the Tournament of 
Roses in 1980. Her grandparents and other family 
members were sent to the 
internment camps.



BOOK DISCUSSIONS
When the Emperor Was Divine 
Community Book Discussions
Take part in one or all of these community discussions 
centered on our Big Read book selection.

Book Chit Chat  • Hastings Branch Library
Tuesday, Feb. 6 • 6:30 p.m. • 3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
• Japanese American National Museum
 www.janm.org

In February, free admission is available on the 
following dates:
•  Thursdays after 5 p.m. (Hours: noon-8 p.m.)
•  Thursday, Feb. 15, free all day on Third   
 Thursdays.
•  Saturday, Feb. 17, in honor of 
 Day of Remembrance, admission is pay 
 what you wish.

• Japanese Garden at The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
 www.huntington.org

•  The Arcadia Library History Room (visit online) for detailed information about the Internment of Japanese Americans 
 in Arcadia, California
 https://www.arcadiaca.gov/government/city-departments/library/special-collections/arcadia-history-room

•  National Japanese American Memorial in Washington, D. C.
  www.njamf.com
 This is an outdoor memorial that gives a brief history of Americans of Japanese ancestry in the U.S., the formation of the 
 famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team, MIS, the wrongful interment during World War II, and more. The memorial also 
 lists the larger U.S. World War II internment camps that imprisoned tens of thousands of Americans of Japanese ancestry.

EXHIBITS
Central Library 
285 E. Walnut St.

Tōyō Miyatake
Tōyō Miyatake; 1895–1979) was a 
Japanese American photographer best 
known for his photographs documenting 
the Japanese American people and their 
internment at Manzanar.

Before World War II, Miyatake’s 
photography won awards as he 
photographed various personalities. 
While incarcerated at Manzanar, he 
smuggled a camera lens into the camp 
and constructed a camera body from 
wood. The pictures he secretly took at 
the camp are among the relatively few 
that show the plight of the U.S. citizen 
inmates.

After the war, his family returned to 
Los Angeles, where their home had 
been entrusted to some of their 
caucasian friends during the incarceration. 
Unlike many families who lost their 
homes, the Miyatakes were able to 
resume their life and provide shelter 
to a few less-fortunate peers and their 
families. In post-war Little Tokyo, 
many residents were unable to afford 
Miyatake’s photography services and 
some opted instead to barter goods 
to have him photograph weddings 
and portraits. Running the front offi ce, 
Miyatake’s wife Hiro once traded his 
services for a Steinway piano, and 
another time for a litter of poodles.

Presented by Alan Miyatake, 
Grandson of Tōyō Miyatake
North Entry Display Cases

BOOK DISCUSSIONS & FILM SERIES
Join us for a book discussion followed by a film selection that complements and expands upon the themes 
introduced in When the Emperor Was Divine.

Central Library/Donald Wright Auditorium • 285 E. Walnut St.

THURSDAY EVENINGS
Feb. 8
6 p.m. • Book Discussion – When the Emperor Was Divine

6:30 p.m. • Film – American Pastime (2007)  NR
The dramatic impact World War II had on the home-front as U.S. Japanese families were uprooted from their daily lives. 

Feb. 15
5:30 p.m. • Book Discussion – When the Emperor Was Divine

6 p.m. • Film - Japanese American in WWII, Going for Broke (1952) NR
In the wake of Pearl Harbor, how did Japanese-Americans overcome vicious racial hatred, loss of constitutional rights, and forced 
imprisonment? Powerful archival footage and wrenching interviews with veterans reveal the untold story of Japanese American 
soldiers, who valiantly fought for freedom around the world while battling prejudice at home. Hosted by Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
and narrated by George Takei, Going for Broke honors the heroes who grew out of this climate of hate and injustice

6:30 p.m. • Film - Legacy of the Nisei Veterans (2011) NR
The Legacy of the Nisei Veterans: World War II Stories of the 442nd and Military Intelligence Service (MIS) shares the experience of 
men in the segregated 100th/442nd RCT, the most decorated military unit of its size in U.S. history, and the largely unknown story 
of the MIS. The MIS members who served in the South Pacifi c were key to the campaign against Japan as they translated 
documents, interrogated prisoners, monitored radio transmissions and collected battlefi eld information. Also included is a story 
about broadcasting for the British Political Warfare Mission. 

This documentary fi lm is a composite of the experiences of 10 Nisei men who served their country, despite having parents who 
were incarcerated at internment camps. The stories tell of hardships endured, freedoms removed, families separated, brave 
sacrifi ces, the call to duty, fears and suspicions, and fi ghting battles.

Allendale Book Discussion Group
Allendale Branch Library
Saturday, Feb. 24 • 10:30 a.m. • 1130 S. Marengo Ave.

West Pasadena Book Discussion 
Linda Vista Branch Library
Saturday, Feb. 24 • 11 a.m. • 1281 Bryant St.

COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:

The Library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. By attending these during these activities, you consent to use of your appearance or likeness by 
the Library, and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, worldwide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images will not be identifi ed using 
names or personal identifying information without written approval from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian.

For information on accessibility or to request reasonable accommodations, please call event location one week in advance.

Join 
us on

facebook.com/pasadenalibrary

Follow 
us on

twitter.com/pasadenalibrary


