
me; however, there are many oth-
ers with whom I would like to share 
my Pasadena story.   

I was born and raised in Pasadena, 
and over a span of more than 50 
years I have seen the City evolve 
from a red-lined, de facto segregat-
ed community, to a vibrant, inclu-
sive multicultural community. I 
earned my education in the Pasade-
na Unified School District.  I attend-
ed these schools during the deseg-
regation of PUSD and the introduc-
tion of busing, which allowed young 
Pasadena students from different 
backgrounds to meet each other, 
develop friendships and  life-long 
bonds and relationships based on 
common values, as well as educa-
tional and career goals. 

I ran the neighborhoods when the 
210 Freeway was being construct-
ed, when Ralph Parsons located its 
world headquarters in Northwest 
Pasadena and when “Old Town” in 
Northwest Pasadena was being de-
veloped, transforming the area 
from a haven for drug dealers, pros-
titutes and vagrants to the world-
class retail center we know today.  I 
witnessed first-hand how “Old 
Town“ became an economic engine 
for Pasadena and the entire San 
Gabriel Valley. 

I graduated from San Francisco 

State University with a   B.S. degree 
in Accounting and began my profes-
sional career as a CPA with Arthur 
Andersen. After leaving public ac-
counting, I established and operated 
a Pasadena based Real Estate broker-
age firm for over 20 years. Currently, 
I serve as Senior Contract Manager 
for Jacobs Engineering Group Inc., 
whose world headquarters is in Pasa-
dena.  

Pasadena runs deep and rich in my 
blood and as a steward of the com-
munity that I share with you, there is 
a bold and ambitious plan for North-
west Pasadena.  

Continued page 2... 
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N o r t h w e s t — T h e  H e a r t  a n d  S o u l  o f  P a s a d e n a  

Neighborhood Connections is 
part of Pasadena’s Human Ser-
vices & Recreation Dept. and 
was established to foster 
better communication be-
tween residents and city gov-
ernment.  It provides free in-
formation and support to en-
courage neighbors to work to-
gether, to access assistance 
from city departments, and to 
build better neighborhoods 
through neighborhood organi-
zations.  Please visit the web-
site or office. For more infor-
mation call 626.744.7259 or by 
email at 
wsyms@cityofpasadena.net.  

Neighborhood  

Connections  

Greetings and Welcome to our 
July 2014 newsletter.  

This month’s newsletter ushers 
in new leadership on the North-
west Commission and I am hon-
ored and privileged to have been 
selected by my fellow commis-
sioners to lead the Commission 
as Chair. I hope to serve as a 
positive and effective advocate 
for the Northwest Pasadena 
community. Many of you  know 

Craig L. Washington, Chair 

mailto:wsyms@cityofpasadena.net
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MESSAGE FROM CHAIR (continued)… 

There are several Capital Improvement projects 
planned over the next 5-7 years for the North-
west which will improve our streets, sewers, side-
walks and City facilities.  

Adjacent to the Northwest boundaries are several 
private developments that will have positive im-
pacts on the Northwest and City-wide over the 
next 5-7 years. These developments include resi-
dential, commercial space and additional parking. 
The Northwest community and local residents 
must prepare themselves to participate in the 
economic boom that is underway in our commu-
nity. 

As your steward, the NW Commission’s role is to 
serve as an oversight and monitoring body for 
NWC citizens, conveying their concerns and inter-

ests to elected City officials.  Under my leadership, the 
Commission has developed an Advocacy Agenda based 
upon community driven concerns in the following areas:  
Affordable Housing, Crime/Violence prevention, Youth–
Education, Civic Engagement and Economic and Work-
force Development.  

The baton has been passed with a laser focus on future 
economic development in our community. The Commis-
sion will be reaching out to large and small Pasadena em-
ployers to involve them in a public-private partnership 
that will encourage training unemployed workers in the 
required skills they need to be competitive for the jobs 
available, and being offered by companies and organiza-
tions located in the City of Pasadena and surrounding are-
as.    

A “New Seed” has been planted.   

Craig L. Washington, Chair 

 

Last Saturday, June 21st, members of the NW Commission spent 
the morning knocking on doors and engaging our neighbors. The 
event was part of the commission's community outreach effort to 
reach our neighbors and encourage communication between the 
commission and the people we serve. The community outreach 
subcommittee was an idea that I proposed as vice chair at our pri-
or planning retreat to address any possible disconnect that may 
exist between the NWC and the neighbors we serve. Since then 
we have been making a consistent effort to connect with our 
neighbors where they are, including their places of worship, com-
munity centers, city events, and even their front doors. The re-
sponse has been very positive, but we still have a long way to go. 
That’s why we will continue our door knocking efforts for the next 
six months in order to reach as many people as possible.    

During our first morning of door-knocking, each commissioner was 
assigned to two blocks of homes and apartments between Moun-
tain and Orange Grove. We introduced ourselves and encouraged 
neighbors to attend our meetings and we took notes on the  

NW COMMISSIONERS OUTREACH TO COMMUNITY:  
New Leadership walks the district seeking your input    

Tarek Shawkey 

NW Commissioner 
District 1 

Continued page 4... 



GOSPEL TALENT AT PARKS AFTER DARK 
Michelle Richardson-Bailey, NW Commissioner 

Christ’s Power Revealed (CPR) , the Youth and Young Adult Ministry of Friendship Baptist Church, under the direc-
tion of Pastor Jim Daugherty, will be presenting live gospel music at Robinson Park  in advance of the City of Pasa-
dena’s events, Parks After Dark. Gospel music will take place on Fridays, July 11th, July 25th and August 8th from 
4:00pm to 6:30pm.   Come out and hear from some of the best and greatest youth and young adult gospel talent in 
the Los Angeles Area and stay for the Parks After Dark concerts. 

Beware of Illegal  
Food Vending 

  
Illegal food vending on the streets of Pasadena 
poses a serious public health threat. The food 
safety program at the Pasadena Public Health 
Department (PPHD) ensures that the food sold 
and served throughout the city is safe.   
 
Environmental Health Specialists at PPHD are 
responsible for inspecting food facilities, including 
mobile food carts and trucks.  Approved food 
vendors will receive a sticker to be affixed on the 
cart or truck following inspection to operate.   
 
Street vendors selling food without a sticker or 
valid health permit are selling food illegally and 
may make consumers sick due to:  
  No restroom for food handlers and no 

running water to wash hands or utensils  
 Food from unapproved sources and 

unapproved cooking/storage equipment  

DO YOU HAVE A 
GREAT NORTHWEST 
STORY?  Newsletter 
submissions (photos 
and editorial) may be 
sent to the newsletter 
editor, Sheryl Turner 
 
SherylTurner@ 
charter.net. 
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SMART PHONE APP  

ON HISTORIC PASADENA SITES 

Can’t get enough of Pasadena’s rich history?  Download 

the smart phone app called “Historic Pasadena Walking 

and Driving Tours” that help find historic properties in the 

City.  The free app lets you search for historic resources 

near your current location and download pre-defined mobile tours of historic 

properties.  The app is available for both iPhone and Android devices and can be 

downloaded from the City’s website or through iTunes or Google Play sites.  For 

more details visit www.cityofpasadena.net/historic, or call 626.744.4009.  

 Potentially hazardous food* held at unsafe 
temperatures  

 Lack of proper equipment to maintain food at 
appropriate temperatures  

 Food not protected from contamination  
 Garbage in close proximity to food 

preparation/cooking areas  
*Potentially hazardous foods include raw eggs, 
cut melons, dairy products, meats, cut leafy 
greens and more.  
 
A foodborne outbreak due to food sold by illegal 
vendors may not be adequately investigated or 
traced back to the original owner to prevent 
further sickness in the community. If you see a 
vendor without a sticker issued by PPHD, there is 
no way to tell if the food is safe.  
 
For more information on the dangers associated 
with illegal food vendors or to report illegal street 
vending, call the Environmental Health Division at 
(626) 744-6004.  



P A R K S  A F T E R  D A R K  I N  T H E  N O R T H W E S T  
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 Continued from page 2...concerns they have for their 
neighborhood so we can address them. During my con-
versations I found that none of the residents I spoke to 
knew anything about our commission. They were 
pleased to learn that the commission exists to repre-
sent them and advocate on their behalf. Once they un-
derstood our role, all of the residents had a lot to 
say.  The concerns ranged from drugs, gangs, code en-
forcement issues and the need for a stop sign at Los 
Robles and Buckeye, where many youngsters have 
been struck by vehicles while crossing the street at the 
crosswalk that connects Madison Elementary school 
and the surrounding homes. I had no idea about this 
crosswalk, and neither did any of my fellow commis-
sioners. But now that we are aware of the problem, this 
will be a priority until it is resolved. This is true of many 
problems in the Northwest. Many of the challenges are 
never addressed because decision makers in our local 
government are often unaware of the issues that 
plague the Northwest due to lack of communication.   

Our door knocking effort is the first step in making sure 
that our communities are better served.  The reality,  

however, is that we cannot reach every resident. In-
stead we invite our neighbors to come join us for our 
monthly meetings and address any issues of con-
cern.  Our meetings are held the second Thursday of 
each month at the Jackie Robinson Center at 6:30pm. 
We allocate time at every meeting for public comment 
and we encourage the public to attend and speak so 
we can be aware of issues of concern so that we may 
better address them. Our commission consists of vol-
unteers who live in Pasadena. We volunteer our time 
because we care about our neighborhood and want to 
see it improved.  We can only do so much alone, but 
together with the support and engagement of our 
neighbors, we can make the necessary changes that 
can transform ALL of Pasadena in the most positive 
ways.  So if you see us coming down your street one 
day this summer, please talk to us and let’s do this 
together. 

Tarek Shawky, NW Commission, District 1 

Celebrate the summer season 
with family and friends at Pasa-
dena’s “Parks After Dark” family 
fun activities, July 9 to August 
16, 2014.  
 
The City’s popular Parks After 
Dark Program returns. People 
of all ages can enjoy free activi-
ties that include sports leagues, 
fitness classes, arts and crafts, 
cooking classes, teen activities, 
recreational swimming, as well 
as movies and concerts in the 
park.  
 
The public can participate in 
activities at three Pasadena 
locations:  
 

 Robinson Park Recrea-

tion Center, 1081 N. Fair 
Oaks Ave., (626) 744-
7330  

 Villa-Parke Community 

Center, 363 E. Villa St., 
(626) 744-6530  

 La Pintoresca Teen Edu-

cation Center, 1415 N. 
Raymond Ave., (626) 345-
0708 
 

Activities for the 2014 season 
are offered 6-10 p.m., July 9 – 
Aug. 16 at Robinson Park Rec-
reation Center.  Villa-Parke 
Community Center activities 
are 6-10 p.m., July 10 – Aug. 
16.  Programs are offered at 
La Pintoresca Teen Education 

Center 6-8 p.m. July 9 – Aug.14.  
 
To kick off the summer program, 
the Pasadena Police Department 
will compete against the commu-
nity in a softball competition 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, July 9 at Rob-
inson Park Recreation Center.  
 
For more information about the 
Parks After Dark program, con-
tact Efrain Montes 
atemontes@cityofpasadena.net 
or (626) 744-8334.  

mailto:emontes@cityofpasadena.net
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HAVE A SAFE AND SANE 4TH OF JULY IN PASADENA! 

Americafest July 4  

at Rose Bowl— 

Now an 88-year tradition , this 
year Americafest features musi-
cal performances, a motorcycle 
stunt show and the best fire-
works in SoCal! Fun begins at 
2:00 p.m. with food vendors, 
entertainment, crafts, exhibits 
and inflatable rides for kids.   
  
Gates open 6 pm. Program be-
gins at 7pm. General admission 
tickets $13. Children 5 and un-
der free.  Free to active duty 
military and families. Parking is 
$25 per car. 
 
More information is available at  
www.rosebowlstadium.com 
 

The Pasadena Fire and Police 
Departments wish to remind the 
public it is illegal to sell, use or 
possess fireworks in Pasade-
na.  The City maintains a year-
round Zero Tolerance Policy for 
fireworks. Violators are subject 
to arrest; impound of vehicles; 
up to one year in jail and fines 
up to $50,000.  
 
At the Rose Bowl, in addition to 
stadium checkpoints, multiple 
units of a Fireworks Task Force 
will patrol Pasadena’s streets to 
confiscate fireworks and take 
appropriate enforcement ac-
tion.  Vehicles illegally parked in 
Pasadena’s hillside areas on 
July 4 will be impounded. 
  
Consider celebrating the 
Fourth of July holiday with 
family and friends by attend-
ing the 88th annual 
“Americafest,” one of the best 

family friendly, professional fireworks 
shows in Southern California at the 
beautiful Rose Bowl Stadium.  Go 
to www.rosebowlstadium.com   for 
event and ticket information.  
 
Due to the high potential for fire haz-
ards and injuries, Pasadena police 
and fire personnel will staff check-
points around the Rose Bowl Stadium 
to seize all fireworks and arrest of-
fenders.  
 
Pasadena’s Fire Chief Calvin E. Wells 
and Police Chief Phillip Sanchez ask 
everyone to make safety their top 
priority this year while responsibly 
celebrating our Great Nation’s Birth-
day due to extreme drought condi-
tions and the long holiday week-
end.  The City offers the following 
safety reminders: Pasadena has a 
“NO Fireworks, Zero Tolerance Poli-
cy” for enforcement.  
 

 Celebrate responsibility, always 

designate a driver.  

 If outdoors in the sun, remember 

to use sunscreen, wear a 
brimmed hat and stay hydrated.  

 Always have someone tending 

the barbecue and watching the 
swimming pool when in use.  

 Call 911 for all life-threatening 

emergencies.  

 Call (626) 744-4241 for all other 

public safety needs.  Speak 
calmly and give accurate infor-
mation about your location and 
the reason for calling.  Vis-
it www.CityofPasadena.net/
Disaster for emergency prepar-
edness information and to regis-
ter your telephones to receive 
Red Flag Alerts or other emer-
gency notifications.  

Visit us online 
www.cityofpasadena.net; follow us on 
Twitter 
@PasadenaGov, www.twitter.com/
pasadenagov, and like us on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
cityofpasadena.  Citizen Service Cen-
ter, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday at (626) 744-7311.  

http://www.rosebowlstadium.com/
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/Disaster
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/Disaster
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/
http://www.twitter.com/pasadenagov
http://www.twitter.com/pasadenagov
http://www.facebook.com/cityofpasadena
http://www.facebook.com/cityofpasadena
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A great day of free, family fun was hosted by 
the City during Pasadena's 20th Annual Fami-
ly Fun Day at La Pintoresca Park, May 31.  

The 20thannual Family Fun Day and Re-
source Fair is organized by the City's Human 
Resources and Recreation Depart-
ment.  Many other city departments and other 
agencies were present, including representa-
tives of the NW Commission.  

Free entertainment, face painting, arts and 
crafts and kids’ activities were available. 
Families also participated in Fitness Zone 
activities and other sporting events, water 
splash park, and enjoyed live entertainment. 
This year’s festivities continued to build upon 
supporting First Lady Michelle Obama’s 
“Let’s Move” campaign which advocates for 
communities and families to engage in physi-
cal activities and live a healthier lifestyle.   

The annual resource fair brings together 
more than 20 agencies to showcase some of 
Pasadena’s best resources including infor-
mation on recreation, library, health, and non-
profit services offered at low or no cost to 
residents.  

NW Commission Chair, Craig L. Washington, visit-

ed with members of the NW Community.  



HAHAMONGNA WATERSHED PARK ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 SCHEDULE FOR 2014 :  

6:00 pm, City Yards, 233 West Mountain Avenue,  

Pasadena 91103;  

July 22         September 23        November 25 

For more information contact 

Rosa Laveaga, Supervisor;  

(626) 744-3883 
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PASADENA YOUTHBUILD 2014 GRADUATING CLASS 
 

Students Receive Diplomas, Community Recognition  

Pasadena YouthBuild, its students, and 150 
members of their families, staff and community 
partners celebrated the PYB third annual gradu-
ation June 19 in the auditorium of the Jackie 
Robinson Center.  Twelve graduates received 
their high school diplomas and certificates of 
recognition from local officials .   Students chose 
community activist and counselor,  Kymberly 
Evans,  to deliver the commencement address.   

“We are thrilled to be part of their success,” said 
Pastor John McCall, CEO of D’Veal Family Ser-
vices, whose organization provides one-on-one 
and family counseling for the students.  

“We’re proud to see them walk across the stage 
and receive their diplomas, something many of 
them never thought they could do.”   

Pasadena YouthBuild is part of the international 
YouthBuild program, providing high school diplo-
mas, GEDs, and jobs training and placement for 
students ages 15-25 who have dropped out of 
high school.  

“Now I have a future,” said Class Valedictorian, 
Maritsa Herrera, “where my daughter and I can 
look forward to achieving our goals.”  Maritsa is 
already enrolled in Pasadena City College. 

“Man, my family cheered the loudest!” said 
Ameer Dryer. “They were so glad I finally made 
it.” 

Pasadena YouthBuild is a program of Piercy 
Charitable Foundation, a California nonprofit 
established in 2000 to uplift Southern California 
communities through education, the arts, social 
advocacy and community support.   

The summer session at PYB begins July 17 at the 
JRC, 1020 North Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena.  
Information is available by calling the Program 
Director, Chase Turner, at 626.437.3509, or by 
visiting the website, 
www.pasadenayouthbuild.org.  

2014 Pasadena YouthBuild graduates:   Ameer Dryer, 
Janay Clark, Janet Martinez-Hernandez, Jhon Pangan-
dian, Joanna Castanos, Juan Carlos Acosta, Kimberly 
Acevedo, Maria Murillo, Martisa Herrera, Shantel Sams. 
Sikia Hunter, and Waltiana Beasley.  

 

 

 



Craig L. Washington, Chair, District 3 

Fernando Serrano, District 1 

Tarek Shawky,  District 1 

Sheryl Turner, District 2 

Hilda Delgado, District 3 
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Cindy Schnuelle, District 5 

Jose Noel Toro, District 5 
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Michelle Richardson-Bailey, Mayoral Appointee 
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The City of Pasadena is dedicated to deliver-

ing exemplary municipal services, respon-

sive to our entire community and consistent 

with our history, culture and unique charac-

ter.   

Northwest Commission meetings are held 

the second Thursday of each month at the 

Jackie Robinson Center Auditorium, at 6:30 

pm.  The address is 1020 North Fair Oaks 

Avenue, Pasadena, 91103.   

Bilingual translation will be provided upon 

request within 24 hours of the meeting:  call 

(626) 744-4371 (TDD) at least 24 hours in ad-

vance.   

A petición se proporcionará traducción bilingüe 

dentro de 24 horas después de la reunión: llame 

al (626) 744-4371 (TDD) al 24 horas por adelan-

tado. 
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3:00 pm at Jackson St 

(between El Molino and Los 

Robles). 

Friday, July 18 -Mack Robin-

son Centennial Celebration–  

9:30 --11:00 am  at the Robin-

son Memorial  across from 

City Hall .  

Additional calendar infor-

mation is available at  

www.cityofpasadena.net/
calendar.aspx 
 
 

MONTH OF JULY— 
 
FRIDAY JULY 4—FIREWORKS 
AT ATHE ROSE BOWL Ameri-
cafest at the Rose Bowl; 
more information 
www.rosebowlstadium. 
com. 
 
All summer long enjoy free 
concerts at the Levitt Pavil-
ion in Memorial Park. For 
details and show times visit 
www.levittpavilionpasadena.
org.  
 
07/26 – Chris Holden Annual 

Block Party, 11:00 am to 

C A L E N D A R  O F  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  P A S A D E N A  

N E I G H B O R H O O D S   

N o r t h w e s t  C o m m i s s i o n  M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t :  

 

A d v o c a t e  t o  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o n  B e h a l f  o f   

 

t h e  N e e d s  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  C o m m u n i t y  

www.cityofpasadena.net 

NORTHWEST COMMIS-
SION MEETINGS are held 
the second Thursday of 
every month at the Jackie 
Robinson Center, 1020 
North Fair Oaks, Pasade-
na, 91103; call (626) 744-
4791 for information. 

 

http://www.levittpavilionpasadena.org
http://www.levittpavilionpasadena.org

