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SECTON 1.0  
CEQA DOCUMENTS, CONSULTANT SELECTION 

 AND MITIGATION MONITORING 
There are three different types of CEQA documents, Exemptions (Statutory and 
Categorical), Negative/Mitigated Negative Declarations and Environmental Impact 
Reports (EIR’s). Generally, projects that meet the requirements for a Statutory or 
Categorical exemption can be exempt from CEQA; projects that cannot be exempt but 
have no possibility of resulting in significant impacts on the environment qualify for a 
Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration; and projects that may result in 
significant environmental impacts require an EIR. The following sections further explain 
when each type of CEQA document is appropriate and the process for completing the 
respective document. 
 
1.1. PLANNING STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES

1) A Planning Application is received and a Planning case (PLN) is created in 
Tidemark. 

2) The City has 30 days to deem applications and Environmental Assessment 
Forms (EAF) complete or incomplete.  

3) If the application/EAF are deemed incomplete the project STOPS HERE. 
4) If deemed complete a Project record is attached to the Planning Case, and then 

processed through the Environmental Review and Planning Process: 
a) Exempt projects may require filing a Notice of Exemption with the Los 

Angeles County Registrar-Recorder’s office. Verify with the Environmental 
Administrator when an NOE is required. 

b) For Non-exempt projects, the City has 30 days from the date the application 
is deemed complete to determine if an EIR is required.  The Initial Study 
checklist can be used to assist in preparing this determination.  The City 
and/or applicant can also elect to go directly to an EIR.  Typically the 
ND/MND and EIR process include a formal initial study* which will result in 
one of the following determinations:  

• No Impacts: A Negative Declaration is prepared 
• Impacts with Mitigation Measures: Staff prepares a Draft Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, Mitigation Measures and Monitoring Program;   
• Potentially Significant impacts which need further study: An  EIR is 

required to further study the potential impacts, mitigation measures 
and alternatives; 

• The project is covered by a previous EIR or MND: Either prepare an 
Addendum to the previous EIR or MND to document that no further 
environmental review is required (see Section 15164 of the CEQA 
Guidelines), or prepare further environmental review in the form of a 
Supplement, Subsequent, or Tiered EIR or MND (see Sections 
15152,15162,15163 of the CEQA Guidelines). 

• The City’s approved Initial Study format can be found in Section 4.0 of 
this document.  The planning case manager is responsible for 
preparing the IS.  In special cases the IS may be prepared by an 
outside consultant.  See Section 1.4.3 of this document for consultant 
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selection procedures.  The Environmental Administrator must review 
and approve the IS prior to its release for public review. 

5) Approval of Environmental Documentation and Project After the required public 
review period, the discretionary body may act on the project.  This includes first 
adopting/certifying the environmental document and MMRP if required, and then 
deciding whether to approve the requested discretionary action.  The decision 
making body can act on the CEQA document in a stand alone manner if they so 
chose. However, only after the environmental documentation has been 
adopted/certified may the discretionary body approve the project. 

6) After Approval of Environmental Documentation and Project  
Within five business days a Notice of Determination is filed with the L. A. County 
Recorder which states where the adopted ND/MND or certified FEIR and 
accompanying MMRP are available for public review. The payment of Fish and 
Game fees or the Certificate of Fee Exemption shall accompany the NOD (see 
Section 4.0 for a sample of all required forms).  The Planning case manager shall 
update the Planning Case in Tidemark and forward a signature copy of the 
ND/MND and MMRP (including matrix) for the MND or Certified Final EIR to the 
monitoring coordinator (see Section 1.5 for further details on the MMRP 
process).  

 
1.2 STATUTORY AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS  
 
The determination that a project is exempt from CEQA is made administratively.  When 
an exemption determination is made, the planning case manager shall prepare an 
Environmental Exemption form (EE). The form must be reviewed and signed by the 
Environmental Administrator prior to the public notice being posted for the project.   
 
There are Statutory and Categorical Exemptions. See Article 18 (Section 15269 et sec.) 
of the CEQA Guidelines for Statutory Exemptions and/or Article 19 (Section 15300 et 
sec.) for Categorical Exemptions.  Please note there are exceptions to the Categorical 
Exemptions described in Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines.    
 
1.3 NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS 
 
A Negative/Mitigated Negative Declaration is a document that proposes a finding that 
the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.  The required contents 
of a ND/MND are identified in Section 15071 of the CEQA Guidelines and Section 7.2 of 
the City of Pasadena Environmental Policy Guidelines The contents include but are not 
limited to an attached copy of the Initial Study documenting reasons to support the 
finding. The ND/MND form is included in Section 4.0.  The ND/MND process is detailed 
in Article 6 Section 15070 et sec. of the CEQA Guidelines and Section 7.0 of the City of 
Pasadena Environmental Policy Guidelines. The required forms must be reviewed and 
signed by the Environmental Administrator prior to the public notice being posted for the 
project (NOI).   
 
Adoption of a ND/MND shall take place prior to the decision making body making a 
decision on the project or project application. If the project is approved by a 
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discretionary body that body has the authority to adopt the ND/MND or acknowledge 
that the ND/MND has been previously adopted. If the project does not go to any 
discretionary officer or body, the City’s Environmental Administrator may adopt the 
Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration.  
 
1.4 EIRs 
 
An EIR is a document that analyzes a project’s potential environmental consequences 
and identifies mitigation measures and alternatives to avoid or substantially reduce 
those impacts. The required contents of an EIR are identified in Article 9 Section 15120 
et sec of the CEQA Guidelines and Section 8.5 of the City of Pasadena Environmental 
Policy Guidelines.  The EIR process is detailed in Article 7 Section 15080 et sec. of the 
CEQA Guidelines and Section 8.0 of the City of Pasadena Environmental Policy 
Guidelines. 
 
1.4.1 Review of the Draft EIR (DEIR) 
 
One step in the EIR process is public review of the DEIR. The requirements for public 
review of the DEIR are identified in Section 15086 and 15087 of the CEQA Guidelines 
and Sections 8.7 and 8.8 of the City of Pasadena Environmental Policy Guidelines. 
 
During the public review period for an EIR it shall be circulated to any appointed 
committee or commission that has expertise in an environmental area being analyzed 
by the EIR. The appointed committee or commission may comment upon the project’s 
potential to impact the environmental area, which is within that commission or 
committee’s area of expertise.  Such comments and any responses to these comments 
shall be available to the body certifying the EIR, prior to the EIR being certified. 
 
Applicant review of a draft EIR prior to the public review period is limited to - review of 
the project description for accuracy and review of the mitigation measures and 
alternatives for feasibility. The City may allow the applicant to review other portions of 
the EIR in unique circumstances (e.g. clarification, verification of information etc.); 
however, the EIR must reflect the lead agency’s independent judgment and analysis. 
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1.4.2 Certification of EIR’s 
 
Certification of the EIR shall take place prior to the decision-making body making a 
decision on the project or project application. EIRs may be certified by only one of the 
following decision making persons or bodies: Hearing Officer, Board of Zoning Appeals, 
Planning Commission, or the City Council. If the decision making person or body for the 
project is not the same as that certifying the EIR, the EIR shall be referred back to the 
appropriate person or body making the project application decision, after the EIR is 
certified.  In cases where the decision making body or person cannot certify the EIR, the 
Environmental Administrator shall determine which decision making body shall certify 
the EIR. 
 
1.4.3 Consultant Selection Procedures 
 
The Environmental Administrator maintains a Master Consultant’s list of pre-qualified 
environmental consultants (MCL).  The MCL is comprised of up to ten firms that were 
pre-qualified through a competitive selection process to prepare environmental 
documents for the City of Pasadena.  The list is valid for three years, after which a new 
selection process will occur and a new list established. Environmental work may include 
the preparation of Initial Studies and subsequent Negative/Mitigated Negative 
Declarations and EIR’s. 
 
The ten firms on the MCL are listed in numerical order one through ten based on 
random selection.  Environmental planning staff will choose firm number one on the list 
for the first project and will move in sequential order through the list for each 
subsequent project. 
 
When a case planner has a project that requires an environmental analysis to be 
prepared by a consultant the following procedures apply:  
 
• Discuss the project with the Environmental Planner to determine what type of 

analysis is required; 
 
• Verify with the Environmental Planner who the next available firm is on the 

Master Consultant’s List; 
 
• Complete the “Solicitation for Environmental Services” template that is shown in 

Section 4.0 of this document.  The template creates a project description that will 
provide pertinent information to the consultant. The consultant will then submit a 
written proposal which includes staff allocated to the project, a schedule, and 
cost estimate; 

 
• When the proposal is received from the consultant, the case planner should review 

the information and discuss the proposal with the Environmental Planner (and 
any other pertinent staff) prior to selection; 
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• If the proposal is accepted, a purchase order or requisition (depending on the 
cost of work), or contract will be prepared.  When appropriate funds have been 
deposited by the applicant and an account established, the consultant may begin 
work; 

 
• If the proposal is not accepted, or the firm rejects the Solicitation for 

Environmental Services, the next firm on the list will be contacted.  The previous 
firm will be given an opportunity to bid on the next project.  

 
If there is a project that requires a specialized environmental analysis, the City reserves 
the right to solicit proposals from firms not on the MCL.  If you have a project that 
requires specialized environmental analysis please discuss consultant selection with the 
Environmental Planner. 
 
1.5 MITIGATION MONITORING REQUIRED BY AN EIR OR MND  
 
The purpose of a Mitigation Monitoring Program is to ensure implementation of 
approved mitigation measures and conditions of approval, designed to reduce, or 
eliminate significant environmental impacts, identified in Environmental Impact Reports 
(EIR) and Mitigated Negative Declarations (MND); and to comply with the adopted State 
legislation (AB3180; California Public Resources Code Section 21081). 
 
Projects that are determined to be exempt from environmental review pursuant to the 
CEQA Guidelines do not require mitigation measures.  Projects that require an EIR or 
MND normally require approval of mitigation measures and a mitigation monitoring 
reporting program (MMRP) as part of the project approval. 
 
Implementation of the program involves a monitoring and notification system, a system 
for cost recovery, the submittal of reports by the applicant and/or consultants, review of 
reports by City staff, and site inspections. 
 
A standard fee is required for all mitigation monitoring projects, however the fee does 
not mitigate a project in its entirety. The fee is secured to cover the cost of inspections, 
monitoring and administrative fees.  Payment of the monitoring deposit is required prior 
to the issuance of a building permit, or other specifications stipulated in the discretionary 
action document, and are subject to refund or additional billing.  
 
If you have a project that requires Mitigation Monitoring the following steps should be 
followed: 
 
1.5.1. Planning Case Manager Responsibilities: 
 
1) When an MND or EIR is prepared, the document shall include all feasible mitigation 
measures to avoid or substantially lessen potentially significant project impacts.. An 
MMRP shall be prepared that lists all required Mitigation Measures. The City of 
Pasadena has an approved MMRP template that can be found in Section 4.0 of this 

Sec 1: CEQA Documents, Consultant Selection, and Mitigation Monitoring August 2008 
 Page 1-5 



document. The project applicant is required to sign the MMRP (thereby agreeing to the 
mitigation measures) prior to the MND/DEIR being released for public review. 
 
2) For projects with impacts that will require a MND and MMRP, or an EIR with some 
impacts that can be mitigated; the case manager shall prepare and distribute the Draft 
MND or Draft EIR with the MMRP (including matrix) to appropriate staff, including the 
monitoring coordinator in the Code Compliance section. 
 
3) Approval of Environmental Documentation and Project 
Following approval of a project, a Notice of Determination is filed with the L. A. County 
Recorder which states where the adopted ND/MND or certified FEIR and accompanying 
Mitigation Measures and Monitoring Program are available for public review. The 
Planning case manager shall update the Planning Case in Tidemark and forward a 
signature copy of the MND and MMRP (including matrix) for the MND or Certified Final 
EIR to the monitoring coordinator.  
 
The Final MND and MMRP shall also be attached to any applicable discretionary 
planning permits and forwarded to the monitoring coordinator.  If a project is approved 
with a certified EIR, the adopted MMRP shall be attached to the discretionary permit 
and forwarded to the monitoring coordinator. 

 
1.5.2 Building Staff Responsibilities: Issuance of a Building Permit            
 
1)     After an applicant has received all discretionary approvals they can then submit an 

application for plan check to the Permit Center staff.   
2)     A Building Case is created in Tidemark by the Permit Center staff (i.e., Building, 

Grading, Mechanical, or Building Minor). 
3)     BEFORE issuance of a building permit, the Permit Center staff shall check 

Tidemark for the Project/Building permits and any outstanding fees or deposits 
connected to the project.  Permit Center staff is responsible for verifying that the 
project has passed all inspections that are required prior to issuance of a building 
permit.  

4)     Once all departments have approved the plans (signed-off) and fees are paid, the 
Building permit can be issued. 

 
The Permit Center cashier may receive mitigation monitoring fee  payments. 
Alternatively, the fee can be mailed to the monitoring coordinator for processing.  In 
such cases, the monitoring coordinator shall be responsible for submitting the fee to the 
Permit Center cashier to post on Tidemark.  The mitigation monitoring fee is required 
after the effective date, but prior to or at the time of issuance of any building permits.   
 
1.5.3 Monitoring Coordinator’s Responsibilities 

 
1) Run Tidemark task list and check the Tidemark Calendar Tag for new cases.   
2) Review Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Programs during the review process and meet with staff as needed for 
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clarification of any mitigation measures or conditions of approval attached to the 
project.  The coordinator shall also obtain the names and phone numbers of 
contacts from various departments; including outside contractors, consultants and 
entities responsible for monitoring and reporting. 

3) Create a Code Compliance Inspection (CCI) case, after the effective date, and 
attach the CCI case to the project with a condition that stipulates that the Mitigation 
Monitoring set-up fee is required before the issuance of any Building permits.  

4) Attach a Mitigation Monitoring set-up fee activity to the building or planning case.  
5) Mail the fee payment reminder letter to the applicant after the effective date. (Follow-

up with collection letters as needed).  Remove the fee requirement condition (from 
the CCI case) after the fee has been paid; then update Tidemark records (and 
monitoring file) to show that the fee has been paid. 

6) Assign a Code Compliance Officer, per their respective census tracts, to 
verify and monitor mitigation measures and to ensure complete compliance with the 
approved MMRP and Conditions of Approval.  

7) The monitoring coordinator will monitor the progress for each project through 
inspection activities, required reports, and office file documentation provided by staff, 
applicant contractors, consultants or other monitoring/reporting agencies.    

8) Monitoring will continue for the term of the project, as indicated in the approval 
document, or until the project is completed and all mitigation measures/ or conditions 
of approval have been met or satisfied. 

9) The monitoring coordinator will establish a tickler system to assist with timely initial 
inspections and reinspections until the project is completed and the case is closed. 

 
1.5.4 Monitor/Reporter Responsibilities – (How to input inspection findings on 
Tidemark):   
 
The mitigation monitoring inspection findings shall be recorded in Tidemark on the CCI 
Case by the responsible monitor/reporter. To access a Mitigation Monitoring Case; open 
Tidemark, type in the project address, select the CCI case, then click on the Monitoring 
button, which will open up the Mitigation Monitoring Checklist to view the monitoring 
database. Click on the Activities button to record or review inspection findings and 
notations. 
 

For Code Enforcement and other departments/divisions see D. above.  For an 
outside monitoring agency submit reports as indicated on the MMRP, to the 
monitoring coordinator. 

  
1.5.5 Mitigation Monitoring Statement for Planning Decision Letters 
 
The proposed project, Case Number PLN2006-00000, was approved with conditions 
and is subject to the Mitigation Monitoring Program by the City. Mitigation Monitoring is 
required for your project. Under the monitoring program, Code Compliance and 
appropriate staff from other departments will conduct inspections to determine 
compliance with the conditions of approval and Mitigation Monitoring Program.  The 
applicant is required to pay a mitigation monitoring fee to cover the cost of inspections, 
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monitoring and administration fees. The fee shall be paid to the Permit Center cashier 
on or after the effective date of this permit, but prior to the issuance of any building 
permits. This fee is subject to refund or additional billing based upon actual costs. The 
cashier will ask for the case number provided above.  Failure to pay the required 
monitoring fee prior to initiating your approved land use entitlement may result in 
revocation proceedings of this entitlement.  Please contact the Monitoring Coordinator 
at 626-744-4633 to verify fee amount and or inspection information. 
 
1.5.6 Deposit Statement For Mitigated Negative Declaration, Certified EIR & 
Mitigation Monitoring Program  
 
 (Modify per project requirements) 
(Applicant) will be required to pay a mitigation monitoring fee per the Current General 
Fee Schedule for mitigation monitoring (includes cost of administration and inspections) 
to the City of Pasadena prior to the issuance of any building permits (or approval of 
lease agreements).  This fee is subject to refund or additional billing based upon actual 
costs.  You may pay your fee to the Permit Center cashier located at 175 N. Garfield 
Avenue, CA 91101-1704, or mail it directly to the attention of the monitoring coordinator 
at the same address.  Please make your check payable to the City of Pasadena.  You 
may contact the monitoring coordinator at 626-744-4633 to verify the fee amount and or 
inspection information. 
 
I, _______________________________________, hereby agree to pay the City’s 
mitigation monitoring fee, and implement the mitigation measures described above in 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Program. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature          Date  
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SECTION 2 
THRESHOLDS FOR STUDY 

 
This section of the Administrative Procedures is intended to provide additional 
guidance as to whether or not technical investigation may be needed to determine 
a project’s impacts. The following points of consideration are not intended to be 
thresholds of significance. 
 
Thresholds for study are provided below for all of the environmental areas listed in 
the State CEQA Guidelines Appendix G (the Environmental Checklist Form 
commonly known as the Initial Study form).  An amended version of Appendix G is 
contained in Section 6 of these Administrative Procedures. 
 
2.1 AESTHETIC RESOURCES 
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers the impact a project may have on 
aesthetic resources to warrant special study if: 
 
1. The Project as proposed could substantially alter the visual character of the 

following: 
 

o An area eligible for listing as a State Historic Resource; 

o An area eligible for listing as a local landmark; 
 
o A designated State Scenic Highway Corridor; 

 
o A County-designated Scenic Experience Area; 

 
o An area designated as a Scenic Vista in the latest EIR for the City of 

Pasadena General Plan;  
 

o An area designated as a Scenic Vista in the adopted General Plan of 
an immediately adjacent city; 

 
o An area for which the City has adopted Design Guidelines; 

 
o An area containing any unique aesthetic resources such as a large 

amount of mature vegetation, scenic topography, etc. 
 
2. The project creates a new source of substantial light or glare, which would 

adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area, including: 
 

o A new source of glare is introduced that is visible from the nearest 
public vista. 

 
3. The project does not conform to adopted Design Guidelines 
 
4. The project exceeds the setback, height or floor area limits of the zoning 

district. 
 



5. The project has the potential to conflict with the aesthetic preservation 
purposes (PMC Section 17.29.010) and/or the view protection requirements 
(PMC Section 17.29.060[E]) of the Hillside Overlay District Ordinance. 

 
Design Review 
 
Design review is one of the tools used to guide new development and ensure that 
it follows adopted design guidelines and the design principals in the General Plan.  
Design review is in Chapter 17.61.030 of the Pasadena Municipal Code.  The 
thresholds for requiring projects to undergo design review are shown in the 
following tables (Table 2.1-1 and Table 2.1-2): 
 

TABLE 2.1-1 
THRESHOLDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

 AND DEMOLITION REVIEW IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT 
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Project Type 

 
Review 

Authority 
 
1.  New Construction. 
 
Structures up to 5,000 sq. ft.* or residential projects with nine or 
fewer dwelling units. 

 
Director 

 
Structures 5,000 sq. ft.* or more or residential projects with 10 
or more dwelling units. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
2.  Existing Structures: Major Rehabilitation and Substantial Alterations. 
 
Arroyo Corridor, Civic Center, Lake Avenue, Old Pasadena, Playhouse 
District, and Urban Housing. 
 
Structures up to 10,000 sq. ft.* 

 
Director 

 
Structures 10,000 sq. ft.* or more. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
3.  Existing Structures: Minor Rehabilitation and Minor Alterations. 
 
A.  Civic Center, Lake Avenue, Old Pasadena, and Playhouse District. 
 
All structures. 

 
Director 

 
B.  Arroyo Corridor and Urban Housing. 
 
Historic resources. 

 
Director 

 
All other structures. 

 
No Review 

 
4.  New Storefronts and Alterations to Existing Storefronts. 
 
All structures. 

 
Director 

 
5.  Signs. 
 
New signs and awnings, replacement of existing building 

 



  
Project Type Review 

Authority 
identity signs in existing locations (copy/logo change only). Director 
 
New building identity wall signs. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
6.  Demolition Reviews; Relief from Replacement Building Permit. 
 
Historic resources. 

 
Director 

 
Qualifying historic structures, designated or eligible for 
designation. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
7.  Public Projects. 
 
New construction of structures up to 5,000 sq. ft.* (for projects 
open to public view) and major rehabilitation or substantial 
alterations to existing buildings up to 10,000 square feet  Minor 
projects, as defined in §17.80.020(H) , affecting historic 
esources.  r

 
Director 

 
New construction of structures 5,000 sq. ft.* or more and major 
rehabilitation or substantial alterations to existing buildings 
10,000 square feet or more.  Minor projects, as defined in 
§17.80.020(H), affecting historic resources.  

 
Design 

Commission 
(With advisory 

review by 
Historic 

Preservation 
Commission 
for projects 

affecting 
historic 

resources) 
*Sq. ft. means total amount of gross floor area expressed in square feet. 
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TABLE 2.1-2 
THRESHOLDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

OUTSIDE THE CENTRAL DISTRICT AND ALL OTHER DISTRICTS 
 

 
Project Type 

 
 Review 

Authority 
 
1.  New Construction 
 
A.  Major Corridors. 
 
Structures 5,000 sq. ft., up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* (with 
street frontage). 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* (with or without street frontage). 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
B.  Areas with Specific Plans. 
 
East Colorado, East Pasadena, Fair Oaks-Orange Grove, North Lake Specific 
Plan and So. Fair Oaks. 
 
Structures 5,000 sq. ft., up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* (with 
street frontage). 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* (with or without street frontage). 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
West Gateway.  
 
Structures up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* (with or without street frontage). 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
North Lake. 
 
Additions up to and including 500 sq. ft. except on street-facing 
elevation. 

 
Director 

 
All other projects. 

 
Design 

Commission 
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Project Type  Review 

Authority 
C.  City of Gardens Standards and Senior Housing in PS District. 
 
Nine or fewer dwelling units. 

 
Director 

 
Ten or more dwelling units. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
All projects in a designated landmark or historic district outside 
of the Central District. 

 
Historic 

Preservation 
Commission 

 
D.  Elsewhere - Citywide. 
 
Structures 5,000 sq. ft., up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* (with 
street frontage). 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* (with or without street frontage). 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
2.  Existing Structures: Major Rehabilitation and Substantial Alterations 
 
A.  Major Corridors. 
 
Structures up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* (with street 
frontage). 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
B.  North Lake Specific Plan. 
 
Structures up to and including 25,000 sq. ft.* (with street 
frontage). 

 
Director 

 
Structures over 25,000 sq. ft.* 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
3.  Existing Structures: Minor Rehabilitation and Minor Alterations. 
 
West Gateway Specific Plan. 
 
Qualifying historic structures, designated or eligible for 
designation. 

 
Director 
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Project Type  Review 

Authority 
All other structures. No Review 
 
4.  Signs. 
 
New signs and awnings (for all projects requiring Design 
Review only). 

 
Director or 

Design 
Commission 

 
5.  Service Stations and Vehicle-washing Facilities. 
 
Minor rehabilitation and minor alterations. 

 
No Review 

 
Major rehabilitation of an existing facility.    

 
Director 

 
New construction of a new facility. 

 
Design 

Commission 
 
6.  Public Projects. 
New construction of structures up to 5,000 sq. ft.* (for projects 
open to public view) and major rehabilitation or substantial 
alterations to existing buildings up to 10,000 square feet.  
Minor projects, as defined in §17.80.020(H), affecting historic 
esources.  r

 
Director 

 
New construction of structures 5,000 sq. ft.* or more and major 
rehabilitation or substantial alterations to existing buildings 
10,000 square feet or more.  Minor projects, as defined in 
§17.80.020(H), affecting historic resources.  

 
Design 

Commission 
(With advisory 

review by 
Historic 

Preservation 
Commission for 

projects affecting 
historic 

resources) 
*Sq. ft. means total amount of gross floor area expressed in square feet. 
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2.2  AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
This impact area generally does not apply to the City of Pasadena.  Using 
questions from the environmental checklist forms (Initial Study), the City would 
normally consider a project to have impacts on agricultural resources that should 
be studied if the project will have any of the following effects: 

 
1. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 

Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to nonagricultural use.   

 
2. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract.   
 
3. Involve other changes in the existing environment that, due to their location or 

nature, could result in conversion of one or more acres of Farmland, including 
commercial nurseries, to nonagricultural use.   

 
Currently, the City of Pasadena does not contain Prime or Unique Farmland, nor 
does the City of Pasadena General Plan contain an agricultural land-use 
element.  Therefore, thresholds for study regarding agricultural resources are 
generally not applicable to projects located in the City of Pasadena. 
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2.3   AIR QUALITY  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential air quality impacts if1: 
 
1. The project could interfere with the attainment of the federal or state ambient 

air quality standards by either violating or contributing to an existing or 
projected air quality violation.   

 
2. The project could result in population increases within the South Coast Air 

Basin (SCAB) in excess of that projected in the South Coast Air Quality 
Management Plan (AQMP), or population increases in locations that are not 
otherwise planned for occupation by the project’s build-out year.   

 
3. The project could generate vehicle trips that cause a CO hot spot.   
 
4. The project has the potential to create or be subjected to an objectionable 

odor over 10 dilution to thresholds (D/T) that could impact sensitive receptors.     
 
5. The project will have hazardous materials onsite and could result in an 

accidental release of air toxic emissions or acutely hazardous materials 
posing a threat to public health and safety.    

 
6. The project could emit an air toxic contaminant regulated by AQMD rules or 

that is on a federal or state air toxic list.    
 
7. The project could involve burning of hazardous, medical, or municipal waste.   
 
8. The project could be occupied by sensitive receptors within a quarter mile of 

an existing facility that emits air toxics identified in AQMD rule 1401 or near 
CO hot spots.   

 
9. The project would result in sensitive receptors2 being located in proximity to 

an air pollution source, such that the project would conflict with the California 
Air Resources Board’s (CARB) “Recommendations on Siting New Sensitive 
Land Uses Such As Residences, Schools, Daycare Centers, Playgrounds, or 
Medical Facilities”. 

 

                                                 
1 Air Quality Thresholds for Study were partially derived from Chapter 6 of the 1993 SCAQMD 
CEQA Air Quality Handbook. 
 
2 CARB defines sensitive receptors as, “Sensitive individuals refer to those segments to the 
population most susceptible to poor air quality (i.e., children, the elderly, and those with pre-
existing serious heath problems affected by air quality).  Land uses where sensitive individuals 
are most likely to spend time include schools and schoolyards, parks and playgrounds, daycare 
centers, nursing homes, hospitals, and residential communities (sensitive sites or sensitive land 
uses). 
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10. The project could emit carcinogenic or toxic air contaminants that individually 
or cumulative exceed the maximum individual cancer risk of 10 in 1 million.   

 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 
 
1. To determine if a project could interfere with the attainment of the federal or 

state ambient air quality standards by either violating or contributing to an 
existing or projected air quality violation, the following should be considered: 

 
• SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (or any subsequent versions 

of this document), Table 6-2 “Screening Table for Operation – Daily 
Thresholds of Potential Significance for Air Quality”:  Does the project 
approach the “Potentially Significant Air Quality Impact” threshold 
identified in this table?  As a rule of thumb, does the project propose 75% 
or more of a numerical threshold identified in the “Potentially Significant 
Air Quality Impact” column? OR Is the project a land use for which Table 
6-2 notes, “** New facilities, expansions or other change that could result 
in emissions exceeding the significance thresholds”?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate 
investigation would be an air quality analysis that compares the potential 
project emissions with the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s 
(AQMD) numerical thresholds of significance 

 
• Does the project’s construction involve transport of fill in excess of 2,500 

vehicle miles per day (for example, exporting 500 yds3 of fill [50 truck trips 
at 10 yds3 per truck] a day to a disposal site 25 miles away)? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the 
appropriate investigation would be an air quality analysis that compares 
the potential project emissions with the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District’s (AQMD) numerical thresholds of significance.  

 
2. To determine if the project could result in population increases within the 

South Coast Air Basin (SCAB) in excess of that projected in the South Coast 
Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), or population increases in locations 
that are not otherwise planned for occupation by the project’s build-out year, 
the following should be considered: 

 
• Is the project consistent with the site’s zoning and general plan land use 

designations?  If so, the project is normally consistent with the growth 
projections of the AQMP and further consistency investigations are 
normally not required. 

 
• If the project is not consistent with the site’s zoning and general plan land 

use designations, is the project otherwise consistent with the local and 
regional growth projections?  If not, additional investigation is normally 

Section 2: Thresholds for Study  August 2008 
 Page 2-9 



required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would be an AQMP 
consistency analysis. 

 
3. To determine if the project could generate vehicle trips that cause a CO hot 

spot, the following should be considered: 
 

• Does the project have the potential to cause an unacceptable level of 
service (LOS) at any roadway intersections?  If so, additional investigation 
is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would 
be a hot spot analysis that compares the project-related CO hot spot 
concentration with the state 1-hour and 8-hour CO standards. 

 
• Does the project involve any of the following: installing park-and-ride lots, 

high-occupancy vehicle (carpool) lanes, or mixed-flow lanes; designation 
of new transportation corridor; adoption of a transportation plan or 
program; rail and bus transit project; or other projects that result in 
substantial queuing or congregation of idling vehicles.  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate 
investigation would be a hot spot analysis that compares the project-
related CO hot spot concentration with the state 1-hour and 8-hour CO 
standards. 

 
4. To determine if the project has the potential to create or be subjected to an 

objectionable odor over 10 dilution to thresholds (D/T) that could impact 
sensitive receptors, the following should be considered: 

 
• Does the project involve any of the following (as identified in Figure 5-5 of 

the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook): agriculture, wastewater treatment 
plant, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, 
landfills, dairies, fiberglass molding.  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would be 
an odor analysis.   

 
• Does the project involve placing sensitive receptors downwind from, or in 

close proximity to, any of the following (as identified in Figure 5-5 of the 
SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook): agriculture, wastewater treatment 
plant, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, 
landfills, dairies, fiberglass molding.  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would be 
an odor analysis.   

 
5. To determine if the project will have hazardous materials onsite and could 

result in a accidental release of air toxic emissions or acutely hazardous 
materials posing a threat to public health and safety, the following should be 
considered: 
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• Does the project involve the use, storage, or transport of any of the 
chemicals listed on Table 10-4 “Acutely Hazardous Materials” or Table 10-
5 “Toxic Air Contaminates of Concern for Acute Exposure” of the 
SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would be 
a heath risk assessment.  

  
6. To determine if the project could emit an air toxic contaminant regulated by 

AQMD rules or that is on a federal or state air toxic list, the following should 
be considered: 

 
• Does the project require an operating permit from the SCAQMD?  See 

Table 4.2 “Operating Permits Guidance for Local Government” of the 
SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required. In such a case, contact the AQMD to determine the 
appropriate investigation and appropriate air pollution permit for the 
project. 

 
• Does the project involve any of the land uses, source types, or air toxic 

emissions identified on Table 5-1 “Examples of Toxic Emissions by Land 
Use” of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the AQMD to 
determine the appropriate investigation and to determine if an air pollution 
permit is required for the project. 

 
• Does the project involve any of the toxic emissions or representative uses 

and sources identified on Table 10-2 “Toxic Air Contaminants Identified 
Under AB 1807 and Federal NESHAPs” of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA 
Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, contact the AQMD to determine the appropriate investigation and to 
determine if an air pollution permit is required for the project. 

 
7. To determine if the project could involve burning of hazardous, medical, or 

municipal waste, the following should be considered:   
 

• Does the project involve any of the following: an incinerator, a waste-to-
energy facility, disposal of medical waste, or any other burning of 
hazardous, medical, or municipal waste?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, contact the AQMD to determine the 
appropriate investigation and to determine if an air pollution permit is 
required for the project. 

 
8. To determine if the project could be occupied by sensitive receptors within a 

quarter mile of an existing facility that emits air toxics identified in AQMD rule 
1401 or near CO hot spots, the following should be considered:   
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• Does the project involve placing sensitive receptors within a quarter mile 
of any of the land uses, source types, or air toxic emissions identified on 
Table 5-1 “Examples of Toxic Emissions by Land Use” of the SCAQMD 
1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigation would likely be a 
health risk assessment, however, the AQMD should be contacted to 
determine the appropriate methodology for the assessment.   
 

• Does the project involve placing sensitive receptors within a quarter mile 
of a roadway intersection that operates at an unacceptable LOS or other 
facility that causes substantial queuing or idling of vehicles? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the 
appropriate investigation would be a CO hotspot analysis and potentially a 
health risk assessment. 

 
• Does the project involve placing sensitive receptors within a quarter mile 

of substantial queuing or congregation of diesel-powered vehicles, 
operating diesel-powered generators, or otherwise elevated 
concentrations of diesel particulates or PM2.5? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate 
investigation may include a heath risk assessment. 

 
 
9. To determine if the project would result in sensitive receptors being located in 

proximity to an air pollution source, such that the project would conflict with 
the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) “Recommendations on Siting 
New Sensitive Land Uses Such As Residences, Schools, Daycare Centers, 
Playgrounds, or Medical Facilities”, the following should be considered: 

 
• Would the project place sensitive receptors closer to air pollution sources 

than  the recommended separation distances show in Table 1-1 of 
CARB’s “Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Heath 
Perspective” (April 2005)? If so, consult with the Planning Manager to 
determine if additional investigation may be required.  In such a case, the 
appropriate investigation may include a health risk assessment.  

 
• Would the project place air pollution sources closer to sensitive receptors 

than the recommended separation distances show in Table 1-1 of CARB’s 
“Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Heath Perspective” 
(April 2005)? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, the appropriate investigation may include a heath risk assessment. 

 
10. To determine if the project could emit carcinogenic or toxic air contaminants 

that individually or cumulative exceed the maximum individual cancer risk of 
10 in 1 million, the following should be considered:   
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• Does the project involve any of the land uses, source types, or air toxic 
emissions identified on Table 5-1 “Examples of Toxic Emissions by Land 
Use” of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the AQMD to 
determine the appropriate investigation and to determine if an air pollution 
permit is required for the project. 

 
• Does the project involve substantial queuing or congregation of diesel-

powered vehicles, the use of diesel-powered generators, or otherwise 
cause elevated concentrations of diesel particulates or PM2.5? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the 
appropriate investigation may include a heath risk assessment. 

 
Factors to Consider in an Air Quality Study 
 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has established 
thresholds for use in evaluating the potential for air-quality impacts for projects 
under CEQA for the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), in which the City of 
Pasadena lies.  These thresholds cover a range of conditions and circumstances 
that address both local and regional impacts arising from construction activities 
and longer-term operation of a project.  The primary thresholds address daily 
emissions of criteria pollutants for construction and phases of a project, while the 
secondary thresholds focus on more site- and project-specific issues, such as 
carbon monoxide (CO) hot spots, toxic emissions, and objectionable odors.  
National and state emissions standards may be found on Table 3.3-1 of Section 
3 Required Standards and Best Practices. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
 
“Greenhouse gases” (so called because of their role in trapping heat near the 
surface of the earth) emitted by human activity are implicated in global climate 
change, commonly referred to as “global warming.”  These greenhouse gases 
contribute to an increase in the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere by 
transparency to short wavelength visible sunlight, but near opacity to outgoing 
terrestrial long wavelength heat radiation.  The principal greenhouse gases 
(GHGs) are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, nitrous oxide, ozone, and water 
vapor. Collectively GHGs are measured as carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2E). 
 
As of March 2008, California has passed several bills and the Governor has 
signed at least three executive orders regarding greenhouse gases.  The 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research is in the process of developing 
CEQA significance thresholds for GHG emissions but thresholds have yet to be 
established.  G 
 
AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, is one of the most 
significant pieces of environmental legislation that California has adopted.  
Among other things, it is designed to maintain California’s reputation as a 
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“national and international leader on energy conservation and environmental 
stewardship.”  Most notably AB 32 mandates that by 2020, California’s GHG 
emissions be reduced to 1990 levels. With regard to new projects in California, 
GHG impacts are nearly always exclusively cumulative impacts; there are no 
non-cumulative GHG emission impacts from a climate change perspective.  
 
Three types of analyses are used to determining whether the project could be in 
conflict with the state goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  The 
analyses are reviews of: 
 

A.      The potential conflicts with the CARB 44 early action strategies for AB 
32; 

B.      The relative size of the project in comparison to the estimated 
greenhouse reduction goal of 174 MMTCO2E by 2020 and in 
comparison to the size of major facilities that are required to report 
greenhouse gas emissions (25,000 metric tons of CO2E/yr) (CARB, 
2007f); and 

C.      The basic parameters of the project to determine whether its design is 
inherently energy efficient. 

 
Construction and Operational Emissions: 

 
Short-term construction emissions include airborne dust from grading, demolition, 
and dirt hauling, and gaseous emissions from heavy equipment, delivery and dirt-
hauling trucks, employee vehicles, and paints and coatings.  Construction 
emissions vary substantially from day to day, depending on the level of 
construction phase and weather conditions. 

 
Long-term operational impacts relate primarily to gaseous emissions from natural 
gas usage vehicles traveling to and from a project site and stationary equipment 
used on-site. Emissions associated with off-site electricity generation would be 
included in this impact category, but these facilities are subject to caps imposed 
by SCAQMD.   

 
Construction and operational emissions that exceed the thresholds established 
by the SCAQMD, as shown in Table 2.3-1, are considered to be significant.  
Projects within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB) with daily operations-related 
emissions are averaged over a 6-day week. 
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TABLE 2.3-1 

SCAQMD AIR QUALITY SIGNIFICANCE THRESHOLDS 
Mass Daily Thresholds a

Pollutant Construction b Operation c

NOx 100 lbs/day 55 lbs/day 
VOC 75 lbs/day 55 lbs/day 
PM10 150 lbs/day 150 lbs/day 
PM2.5 55 lbs/day 55 lbs/day 
SOx 150 lbs/day 150 lbs/day 
CO 550 lbs/day 550 lbs/day 

Lead 3 lbs/day 3 lbs/day 
Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs) and Odor Thresholds 

TACs 
(including carcinogens and non-

carcinogens) 

Maximum Incremental Cancer Risk ≥ 10 in 1 million 
Hazard Index ≥ 1.0 (project increment) 

Odor Project creates an odor nuisance pursuant to SCAQMD 
Rule 402 

Ambient Air Quality for Criteria Pollutants d

NO2 
 

1-hour average 
annual average 

SCAQMD is in attainment; project is significant if it 
causes or contributes to an exceedance of the following 

attainment standards: 
0.25 ppm (state) 

0.053 ppm (federal) 
PM10 

24-hour average 
annual geometric average 

annual arithmetic mean 

 
10.4 μg/m3 (construction)e & 2.5 μg/m3  (operation) 

1.0 μg/m3 
20 μg/m3

PM2.5 
24-hour average 

 
10.4 μg/m3 (construction)e & 2.5 μg/m3  (operation) 

Sulfate 
24-hour average 

 
25 μg/m3

CO 
 

1-hour average 
8-hour average 

SCAQMD is in attainment; project is significant if it 
causes or contributes to an exceedance of the following 

attainment standards: 
20 ppm (state) 

9.0 ppm (state/federal) 
a Source: SCAQMD CEQA Handbook (SCAQMD, 1993) 
b  Construction thresholds apply to both the South Coast Air Basin and Coachella Valley (Salton Sea and 
Mojave Desert Air Basins).  
c For Coachella Valley, the mass daily thresholds for operation are the same as the construction thresholds. 
d Ambient air quality thresholds for criteria pollutants based on SCAQMD Rule 1303, Table A-2 unless 
otherwise stated. 
e Ambient air quality threshold based on SCAQMD Rule 403. 

KEY: lbs/day = pounds per day ppm = parts per million μg/m3 = microgram per cubic 
meter 

≥ greater than or equal to 
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Carbon Monoxide Hotspot Threshold: 
 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is the most widely distributed and the most commonly 
occurring air pollutant. Total emissions of CO to the atmosphere exceed 
emissions of all other pollutants combined (on a weight basis). Fortunately, CO 
does not persist in the atmosphere, but is quickly converted to carbon dioxide. 
However, carbon monoxide can reach dangerous levels in localized areas, 
creating “hotspots,” such as in heavily traveled intersections or city streets.  Such 
levels can violate California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) for CO, 
either the one-hour or the eight-hour period, which is 20.0 parts per million (ppm) 
and 9.0 ppm, respectively.  If CO concentrations currently exceed the CAAQS, 
then a 1.0 ppm increase over “no project” conditions would be considered a 
significant impact.  The project would also result in a significant impact related to 
CO hotspots if the proposed project includes sensitive receptors that will be 
exposed to CO hotspots. A sensitive receptor is a facility that houses or attracts 
children, the elderly, people with illnesses, or others who are especially sensitive 
to the effects of air pollutants. Hospitals, schools, convalescent facilities, and 
residential areas are examples of sensitive receptors.  See Table 3.6-3 for land 
uses which are likely to contain persons who are sensitive receptors. 

 
Air Quality Management Plan:  
 
The SCAB has a history of recorded air quality violations and is an area where 
both state and federal ambient air quality standards are exceeded.  Because of 
the violations of the California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS), the 
California Clean Air Act requires triennial preparation of an Air Quality 
Management Plan (AQMP).  The AQMP analyzes air quality on a regional level 
and identifies region-wide attenuation methods to achieve the air quality 
standards.  These region-wide attenuation methods include regulations for 
stationary-source polluters; facilitation of new transportation technologies, such 
as low-emission vehicles; and capital improvements, such as park-and-ride 
facilities and public transit improvements.   
 
The most recently adopted plan is the 2003 AQMP, adopted on August 1, 2003.  
This plan is the South Coast Air Basin’s portion of the State Implementation Plan 
(SIP).  This plan is designed to achieve the 5 percent annual reduction goal of 
the California Clean Air Act.  
 
Cumulative Increase to Pollutant for which the SCAB is in Non-Attainment: 
 
The City of Pasadena is within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB).  This basin is 
a non-attainment area for Ozone (O3), Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5), Respirable 
Particulate Matter (PM10), and Carbon Monoxide (CO), and is in a maintenance 
area for Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2). Projects that contribute to a significant 
cumulative increase in these pollutants normally require further study.   
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 Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations: 
 
Air quality analyses should consider sensitive receptors.  In addition to relation to 
CO hotspots, as discussed above, the air quality analysis should consider 
sensitive receptors in relation to toxic air pollutants.  Chapter 5 of the SCAQMD 
1993 CEQA Handbook provides guidance for evaluating impacts to sensitive 
receptors.  Exposure of sensitive receptors to certain air pollutants may require a 
health risk assessment.  
 
Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people:   
 
Uses which may generate objectionable odors may be found in the 1993 CEQA 
Air Quality Handbook published by SCAQMD on Figure 5-5.  These uses include 
Agriculture, Wastewater Treatment Plants, Food Processing Plants, Chemical 
Plants, Composting, Refineries, Landfills, Dairies and Fiberglass Molding. 
 
Traffic Study: 
 
In preparing an air quality study daily vehicle trips as determined in a traffic study 
are often used.  Consult Section 2.16 of this section for when a traffic study is 
needed.   
 
State Recommended Initial Study Checklist:  
 
Air Quality questions on the State recommended Environmental Checklist Form 
commonly known as the Initial Study are thresholds for studying a project’s 
impact on air quality.  These questions can be found in Environmental 
Administrative Procedures City of Pasadena Section 6.5.  They are reproduced 
below.  Would the project: 
 
• Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?   

 
• Violate any air quality standard or contribute to an existing or projected air 

quality violation? 
 

• Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed 
quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

 
• Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

 
• Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? 
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2.4   BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential biological resource impacts if: 
 
1. The project site has the potential to contain special-status species habitat. 
 
2. The project has the potential to conflict with the state or federal Endangered 

Species Acts. 
 
3. The project could result in the total or partial loss of a community of natural 

vegetation. 
 
4. The project could result in the loss of riparian habitat or wetlands. 
 
5. The project site has the potential to contain wetlands or other “waters of the 

United States” afforded protection pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act. 

 
6. The project site has the potential to contain a watercourse, stream, lake, or 

other water feature afforded protection pursuant to Section 1600 of the State 
Fish and Game Code.   

 
7. The project has the potential to disrupt wildlife movement, wildlife migration, 

wildlife linkages, or other wildlife corridors.  
 
8. The project has the potential to conflict with a Habitat Conservation Plan 

(HCP) or Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP). 
 
9. The project has the potential to conflict with the City of Pasadena City Trees 

and Tree Protection Ordinance. 
 
10. The project has the potential to conflict with the Natural Preservation Area-

Special Regulations identified in the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance. 
 
11. The project has the potential to conflict with the biological resource 

preservation purposes and/or the vegetation removal requirements of the 
Hillside Overlay District Ordinance. 

 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 
 
1. To determine if the project site has the potential to contain special-status 

species habitat, the following should be considered: 
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• Is the site within a natural area of the City, including but not limited to, the 
natural areas associated with the Arroyo Seco, Eaton Canyon, and the 
City’s western hillside area?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, a biological resource survey should be 
conducted that includes a search of the Natural Diversity Database 
(NDDB) maintained by the California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG); and an analysis of the potential for the special status-species 
identified by the NDDB search to exist onsite.  Based on the results of 
these analyses, further detailed investigations may be required such as 
focused or protocol surveys.  

 
2. To determine if the project has the potential to conflict with the state or federal 

Endangered Species Acts, the following should be considered: 
 

• Is the site within a natural area of the City, including but not limited to, the 
natural areas associated with the Arroyo Seco, Eaton Canyon, and the 
City’s western hillside area?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, a biological resource survey should be 
conducted that includes a search of the Natural Diversity Database 
(NDDB) maintained by the California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG); and an analysis of the potential for threatened, endangered, or 
fully protected species identified by the NDDB search to existing onsite. 
Based on the results of these analyses, further detailed investigations may 
be required such as focused or protocol surveys.  

   
3. To determine if the project could result in the total or partial loss of a 

community of natural vegetation, the following should be considered: 
 

• Does the project footprint contain varying species of vegetation, or 
multiple individuals of a single species, that function as an interrelated 
community, such as coastal sage scrub, chaparral, riparian habitat, 
coastal oak woodland, or annual grassland?  If so, additional investigation 
is normally required.  In such a case, a biological resource survey should 
be conducted that includes a delineation of the site’s natural communities 
and calculation of acreage of project impacts to each community.  Note: 
ornamental landscaping, weedy urban lots, and isolated individual plants 
do not normally constitute a community of natural vegetation.   

 
• Is the project within any lands identified in the Planning and Development 

Department’s 2002-2003 Sensitive Lands Survey as supporting natural 
habitat?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case 
a biological resource survey should be conducted that includes a 
delineation of the site’s natural communities and calculation of acreage of 
project impacts to each community.   
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4. To determine if the project could result in the loss of riparian habitat or 
wetlands, the following should be considered: 

 
• Does the project footprint contain vegetation that is hydrologically 

supported by a perennial or intermittent watercourse, lake, pond, or other 
water body?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, a biological resource survey should be conducted that includes a 
delineation of the site’s riparian habitat, calculation of acreage of project 
impacts to riparian habitat, and consideration of the project’s compliance 
with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 1600 of the State 
Fish and Game Code (see numbers 5 and 6 below and Chapter 3.7 of this 
document for details of the sited regulations).   

 
5. To determine if the project site has the potential to contain wetlands or other 

“waters of the United States” afforded protection pursuant to Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act, the following should be considered: 

 
• Does the project site contain any blue-line streams or other watercourses 

identified on United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic 
quadrangles, or otherwise contain any discernable drainage courses, 
inundated areas, wetland vegetation, or hydric soils?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, a biological resource 
survey should be conducted that includes a delineation of the site’s 
wetlands and “waters of the United States”, calculation of acreage of 
project impacts to such resources, and consideration of the project’s 
compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (see Chapter 3.7 of 
this document for details of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act).   

 
6. To determine if the project site has the potential to contain a watercourse, 

stream, or lake, or water feature afforded protection pursuant to Section 1600 
of the State Fish and Game Code, the following should be considered:   

 
• Does the project site contain any blue-line streams, lakes, or other 

watercourses/water bodies identified on United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) topographic quadrangles; or does the site otherwise contain any 
discernable streambeds, watercourses, water bodies, or lakes?  If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, a biological 
resource survey should be conducted that includes a delineation of the 
site’s streambeds, watercourses, water bodies, and lakes, calculation of 
acreage of project impacts to such resources, and consideration of the 
project’s compliance with Section 1600 of the State Fish and Game Code 
(see Chapter 3.7 of this document for details of Section 1600 of the State 
Fish and Game Code).   
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7. To determine if the project has the potential to disrupt wildlife movement, 
wildlife migration, wildlife linkages, or other wildlife corridors, the following 
should be considered:  

 
• Is the project located along a watercourse, ridgeline, or other landscape 

feature that could be traveled by wildlife for dispersal? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, a biological resource 
survey should be conducted that includes identification of the use of the 
landscape feature for wildlife movement and the potential for the project to 
disrupt this movement. 

 
• Is the project located on a tract of open space that links two or more other 

tracts of open space? In such a case, a biological resource survey should 
be conducted that includes an analysis to determine the project’s potential 
to divide a species population and/or the project’s potential to limit genetic 
diversity within a species population.   

 
• Would the project eliminate a feature that allows wildlife passage of a 

physical barrier, such as a culvert under a freeway? Or does the project 
propose installing a structure that could restrict the movement of wildlife 
species (e.g. a perimeter concrete block wall) on a site that otherwise 
allows wildlife to move freely?  In such a case, a biological resource 
survey should be conducted that includes an analysis to determine the 
project’s potential to divide a species population and/or the project’s 
potential to limit genetic diversity within a species population.   

 
8. To determine if the project has the potential to conflict with a Habitat 

Conservation Plan (HCP) or Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), 
the following should be considered:  

 
• Is the project within a plan area, protection area, or other designated area 

of a HCP, NCCP, or other conservation plan established to conserve a 
threatened or endangered species?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, a biological resource survey should be 
conducted that includes a consistency analysis with the applicable 
conservation plan.  

 
9. To determine if the project has the potential to conflict with the City of 

Pasadena City Trees and Tree Protection Ordinance, the following should be 
considered:  

 
• Does the project site contain any landmark trees, specimen trees, native 

trees, or public trees, as afforded protection by the City Trees and Tree 
Protection Ordinance (PMC Section 8.52)?  If so, additional investigation 
is normally required.  In such a case, the investigation should include an 
arborist report.   
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10. To determine if the project has the potential to conflict with the Natural 

Preservation Area - Special Regulations identified in the Arroyo Seco Public 
Lands Ordinance, the following should be considered:   

 
• Is the site within a Natural Preservation Area as defined by the Arroyo 

Seco Public Lands Ordinance (PMC Section 3.323)?  If so, additional 
review is normally required to determine consistency with the Natural 
Preservation Area – Special Regulations.   

 
11. To determine if the project has the potential to conflict with the biological 

resource preservation purposes and/or the vegetation removal requirements 
of the Hillside Overlay District Ordinance, the following should be considered: 

 
• Is the site within a Hillside Overlay District, as identified on the City’s 

Zoning Map?  If so, is the project consistent with the purposes of the 
Ordinance identified in PMC Section 17.29.010 and the vegetation 
requirements identified in PMC Section 17.44.070(F)(1)?    

 
For further description of regulations mentioned above please see Environmental 
Administrative Procedures City of Pasadena Section 3.0 Required Standards and 
Best Practices. 
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2.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
To determine a threshold for study of possible significant effects to Historical or 
Cultural Resources, CEQA guidelines equate a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a Historical or Cultural Resource with a significant effect on 
the environment.  A substantial adverse change could include destruction, 
relocation, or alteration activities, which would be contrary to the recommended 
treatment of Historic Properties in the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation.   Under these guidelines, removal of historically significant fabric 
and significant visual disruption to or from a resource would be considered an 
adverse effect.  In addition, a Historic Resource is physically affected when a 
project damages or alters characteristics of historical significance, causing the 
Historic Resource to be ineligible for inclusion in the California Register of 
Historical Resources or a local register.  For the purposes of eligibility for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places, a reduction in a resource’s integrity 
(the ability of the property to convey its significance) should be regarded as a 
potentially adverse impact. 
 
Further CEQA Guidelines state that the “fact that a resource is not listed in, or 
determined to be eligible for listing in the California register of Historical 
Resources, not included in a local register of historical resources, or identified in 
an historical resources survey does not preclude a lead agency from determining 
that the resource may be a historical resource as defined in Public Resources 
Code sections 5020.1 (j) or 5024.1 (California Environmental Quality Act 
Guidelines Section 15064.5 (a) (b)). 
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential impacts to cultural resources if: 
 
1. The project has the potential to cause an adverse change in the significance 

of a Historic Resource, as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines, including those eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, and/or the 
local register of historical resources. 

 
2. The project has the potential to cause an adverse change in the significance 

of an Archeological Resource, as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State 
CEQA Guidelines. 

 
3. The project includes an excavation in parent material classified by the Natural 

History Museum of the County of Los Angeles as having a known or 
moderate-to-high probability to contain unique paleontological resources.   

 
4. The project has the potential to disturb human remains.  
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The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 

 
1. To determine if the project has the potential to cause an adverse change in 

the significance of a Historic Resource, the following should be considered: 
 

• Does the project involve the demolition, alteration, or relocation of a 
structure or landmark that is listed – or eligible to be listed – on the 
National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical 
Resources, or the City’s register of historical places? 

 
• Does the project involve the demolition, alteration, or relocation of a 

designated - or eligible to be designated - historical monument, landmark, 
landmark tree, or historic sign as defined in PMC Section 17.62.040? 

 
• Does the project involve the demolition, alteration, or relocation of a 

contributing property within a Historic District listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places or within a Designated Landmark District 
Overlay Zone?  

 
If yes was answered to one or more of these bullets, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the investigation should 
include a historic resource impact analysis.   

 
2. To determine if the project has the potential to cause an adverse change in 

the significance of an Archeological Resource, the following should be 
considered: 

 
• Does the project involve grading or excavation into native earth materials, 

including but not limited to, the native earth materials in the undeveloped 
areas around the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Wash?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required. In such a case, the investigation should 
include a records check of the South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC), currently maintained at California State University Fullerton.  
Additional research, including Phase I, II, or III Cultural Resource Surveys, 
may be required depending on the site’s sensitivity for archaeological 
resources as determined by the SCCIC.  

 
3. To determine if the project has the potential to include excavation in parent 

material classified by the Natural History Museum of the County of Los 
Angeles as having a known or moderate-to-high probability to contain unique 
paleontological resources, the following should be considered:   

 
• Does the project involve grading or excavation into the Topanga 

Formation in the southwest portion of the City, or the Late Miocene Marine 
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Monterey Formation, located near the southern City limits?  If so, 
additional investigation is normally required. In such a case, the project 
planner should contact the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
(LACM) and the San Bernardino County Museum (SBCM) to identify if 
measures should be taken to prevent impacts to paleontological 
resources.  Further investigation may also be required, depending on the 
sensitivity of the site. 

 
• Does the project involve substantial grading or excavation into Older 

Pleistocene Sediments, such that more than five (5) acres of ground 
would be disturbed to a depth of more than five (5) feet below ground 
surface?  Older Pleistocene Sediments in the City include Qoa 
(Pleistocene Alluvium), Qof (Pleistocene Fans), and Qog (Pleistocene 
Gravels), If so, additional investigation is normally required. In such a 
case, the project planner should contact the Natural History Museum of 
Los Angeles (LACM) and the San Bernardino County Museum (SBCM) to 
identify if measures should be taken to prevent impacts to paleontological 
resources. Further investigation may also be required, depending on the 
sensitivity of the site. 

 
4. To determine if the project has the potential to disturb human remains, the 

following should be considered: 
 
• Does the project involve grading or excavation into a cemetery? If so, 

additional investigation is normally required. 
 
• Does the project involve grading or excavation into a Native American 

burial ground? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, coordination with the appropriate Native American Tribal 
representatives is also required. 

 
Factors to Consider in a Historical or Cultural Resources Study 
 
Cultural Resources can be affected by direct impacts (e.g., ground-disturbance 
and construction activities) or indirect impacts (e.g., vandalism, increased erosion 
or vibration during heavy grading).  Impacts to Cultural Resources can occur if 
the project disrupts or adversely affects the following: 
 

A prehistoric or historic or archaeological site; 
A property of historic or cultural significance to a community or ethnic or 

social group; 
A paleontological site; 
A landmark of local cultural/historical importance; or 
Existing religious or sacred uses within potential impact area.  

 
Historical/Cultural Resources studies should normally analyze if the project:   
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Causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of an Historical 

Resource as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  
Specifically, a substantial adverse change is any change that is 
inconsistent with: 

 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 

with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and 
Reconstructing Historic Buildings; 

 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 

Rehabilitating Historic Buildings;  
 

Design Guidelines established by the City of Pasadena for Historic 
Districts; or 

 
The Historic Preservation Ordinance in the Pasadena Municipal Code. 
 
Compliance with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards or Guidelines 
applicable City of Pasadena Design Guidelines and the City’s Historic 
Preservation Ordinance should be considered in the development of 
mitigation measures.   

 
Causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of an Archaeological 

Resource as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines, 
which would include direct impacts (e.g., great disturbance, increased 
exposure to water, etc.) or indirect impacts (e.g., increased exposure to 
vandalism by increasing site accessibility).   

 
Includes an excavation in parent material classified by the Natural History 

Museum of the County of Los Angeles as having a known or moderate-to-
high probability to contain unique paleontological resources.  The 
implementation of a data -recovery program should be considered in the 
development of mitigation measures.  

 
Conducts excavations in areas known or expected to have a moderate-to-

high probability of containing human remains. 
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2.6 ENERGY 
 

Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential impacts to energy if the project has the 
potential to: 

 
1. Conflict with the adopted Energy Element of the City of Pasadena General 

Plan or other elements of the General Plan  and/or an adopted energy 
conservation plan; or 

 
2. Use fuel or energy in a wasteful manner. 
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2.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential geology and soils related impacts if: 
 
1. The project site is within a known fault rupture zone.   
 
2. The project site is within a known seismic hazard zone. 
 
3. The project site is within an area of moderate, high, or very high slope 

instability, or within a mapped landslide area. 
 
4. The project is susceptible to the effects of collapsible soils. 
 
5. The project is susceptible to the effects of expansive soils.  
 
6. The project site is within an area susceptible to ground subsidence. 
  
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 

 
1. To determine if the project is within a known fault rupture zone, the following 

should be considered: 
 
• Is the project site within an “Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone” or a 

“Fault Hazard Management Zone” identified on Plate P-1 of the Safety 
Element of the City of Pasadena General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, 
additional investigation is normally required. In such a case, the 
investigation should include fault trenching, conducted by a State-certified 
engineering geologist following the guidelines established in the Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Studies Act.  

 
• Does the project involve a critical facility on a project site within a “Fault 

Hazard Management Zone for Critical Facilities Only”, as identified on 
Plate P-1 of the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena General Plan 
(adopted in 2002)? (Critical facilities, as defined in the Technical 
Background Report to the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena General 
Plan [adopted in 2002], are those parts of a community’s infrastructure 
that must remain operational after an earthquake, including schools, 
hospitals, fire and police stations, emergency operation centers, and 
communications centers.) If so, additional investigation is normally 
required. In such a case, the investigation should include fault trenching, 
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conducted by a State-certified engineering geologist following the 
guidelines established in the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Studies Act.  

 
2. To determine if the project is within a known seismic hazard zone, the 

following should be considered: 
 
• Is the project site within a “Liquefaction Hazard Zone” identified on Plate 

P-1 of the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena General Plan (adopted 
in 2002)?  If so, additional investigation is normally required. In such a 
case, the investigation should include a liquefaction assessment study in 
accordance with the California Geological Survey Special Publication 117 
Guidelines, and the Southern California Earthquake Center’s procedures 
to implement Special Publication 117.  

 
• Is the project site within a “Landslide Hazard Zone” identified on Plate P-1 

of the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena General Plan (adopted in 
2002)?  If so, additional investigation is normally required. In such a case, 
the investigation should geological and geotechnical analysis of the 
potential seismic hazards.  

 
3. To determine if the project is within an area of moderate, high, or very high 

slope instability, or within a mapped landslide, the following should be 
considered: 
 
• Is the project site within an area of moderate, high, or very high slope 

instability or within a mapped landslide area identified on Plate 2.4 of the 
Technical Background Report to the Safety Element of the City of 
Pasadena General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, additional investigation 
is normally required. In such a case, the geotechnical investigation should 
include an engineering analysis of slope stability, engineering 
recommendations for surface and subsurface drainage specifications, and 
detailed design for fill placement and excavation.   

 
4. To determine if the project is susceptible to the effects of collapsible soils, the 

following should be considered: 
 
• Is the project site within the Arroyo Seco or Eaton Wash drainage 

channels, or is the project site otherwise subject to periodic inundation?  If 
so, additional investigation is normally required. In such a case, the 
geotechnical investigation should include an analysis of the collapsibility of 
soils.  

 
5. To determine if the project is susceptible to the effects of expansive soils, the 

following should be considered: 
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• Does the project site contain fine-grained soils, such as silts and clays?  If 
so, additional investigation is normally required. In such a case, the 
geotechnical investigation should include an analysis of the expansion 
potential of soils.  

 
6. To determine if the project site is in an area susceptible to ground 

subsidence, the following should be considered: 
 
• Is the project site underlain by soils from which oil, gas, or groundwater 

has been or is being extracted?  This condition rarely exists in the City, as 
oil and gas extraction have not occurred in Pasadena.  Groundwater has 
been, and is currently being, extracted from the Raymond Groundwater 
Basin, however, no significant regional subsidence in the City has been 
recorded, and use of Raymond Basin groundwater is properly managed.  

 
See also the City’s Hillside Excavation and Grading Ordinance, Pasadena 
Municipal Code Chapter 14.05 for additional requirements.  
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2.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 

Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s hazards and hazardous material related impacts if: 
 
1. The project involves routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 

materials. 
 
2. The project has the potential to cause a rupture of an Underground Storage 

Tank, Aboveground Storage Tank, gas/liquefied natural gas pipeline, or other 
hazardous material storage facility or conduit. 

 
3. The project involves placing structures or persons in the danger zone of a site 

known to store, handle, or possess hazardous substances of an explosive or 
fire prone nature. 

 
4. The project involves handling or release of hazardous materials within one-

quarter mile of an existing or proposed school site. 
 
5. The project site is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. 
 
6. The project involves placing structures or additional persons within an airport 

land use plan, runway clear zone, or other airport-related hazard area.  
 
7. The project could impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 

adopted emergency-response plan or emergency-evacuation plan. 
 
8. The project site is within a known fire hazard zone, or is otherwise susceptible 

to wildfire hazards. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 

 
1. To determine if the project involves routine transport, use, or disposal of 

hazardous materials, the following should be considered: 
 
• Does the project involve the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 

materials, such that the operator is required to register the site with the fire 
department, the Environmental Protection Agency (federal or state), the 
California Department of Toxic Substances Control, or any other 
hazardous material regulatory agencies?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required. In such a case, the project planner should consult with 

Section 2: Thresholds for Study  August 2008 
 Page 2-31 



 

the Fire Department to determine the appropriate investigation, which may 
include a risk assessment. 

 
2. To determine if the project has the potential to cause a rupture of an 

Underground Storage Tank, Aboveground Storage Tank, gas/liquefied natural 
gas pipeline, or other hazardous material storage facility or conduit, the 
following should be considered: 
 
• Is the project site known or expected to contain any underground or 

aboveground storage tanks that could either be ruptured by or abandoned 
as a result of the project? If so, additional investigation is normally 
required. In such a case, the applicant must provide a tank closure report 
signed off by the oversight agency or evidence that any on-site tanks have 
been formally abandoned and no further action is necessary. 

 
• Does the project site contain any gas or liquefied natural gas transmission 

pipelines or other hazardous material storage facilities or conduits, other 
than individual unit connections?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required. This condition rarely exists in the City, as there are no pipeline 
transmission easements within Pasadena.  However, occasional 
industrial-level facilities may exist. In such a case, the investigation should 
identify the potential risks of the project and could include a risk 
assessment.  

 
3. To determine if the project involves placing structures or persons in the 

danger zone of a site known to store, handle, or possess hazardous 
substances of an explosive or fire prone nature, the following should be 
considered:  

 
• Do any of the site’s surrounding land uses involve explosive or fire prone 

materials that are not shielded from the site by topographic features, blast 
walls, fire-resistant structures, or other barriers? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required. In such a case, the project planner 
should consult with the Fire Department to determine the appropriate 
investigation, which may include a risk assessment. 

 
• Does the project involve storage, handling, or possessing explosive or fire 

prone materials?  Is so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case the investigation should include a risk assessment that 
identifies the acceptable separation distance from surrounding land uses 
and potentially mitigation in the form of shielding structures to reduce risks 
to an acceptable level. The project planner should consult with the Fire 
Department to determine the appropriate investigation. 
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4. To determine if the project involves handling or release of hazardous 
materials within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school site the 
following should be considered:  
 
• Is the project site within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school 

site?  If so, consider the following: 
 

o Does the project involve the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials, such that the operator is required to register the site with the 
fire department, the Environmental Protection Agency (federal or 
state), the California Department of Toxic Substances Control, or any 
other hazardous material regulatory agencies?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required. In such a case, the investigation 
should identify the potential risks the project may have on the nearby 
schools and could include a risk assessment.  The project planner 
should consult with the Fire Department to determine the appropriate 
investigation. 

 
o Does the project require an operating permit from the SCAQMD?  See 

Table 4.2 “Operating Permits Guidance for Local Government” of the 
SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required. In such a case, contact the AQMD to determine the 
appropriate investigation and appropriate air pollution permit for the 
project. 

 
o Does the project involve any of the land uses, source types, or air toxic 

emissions identified on Table 5-1 “Examples of Toxic Emissions by 
Land Use” of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the AQMD 
to determine the appropriate investigation and to determine if an air 
pollution permit is required for the project. 

 
o Does the project involve any of the toxic emissions or representative 

uses and sources identified on Table 10-2 “Toxic Air Contaminants 
Identified Under AB 1807 and Federal NESHAPs” of the SCAQMD 
1993 CEQA Handbook?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, contact the AQMD to determine the 
appropriate investigation and to determine if an air pollution permit is 
required for the project. 

 
5. To determine if the project site is included on a list of hazardous materials 

sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 the following 
should be considered: 
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• Is the project site listed in any of the following tables of the Technical 
Background Report to the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena General 
Plan (adopted in 2002): 

 
o Table 5-1: Toxic Release Inventory of Facilities in the Pasadena Area; 
o Table 5-2: CERCLIS Sites in and Near Pasadena; 
o Table 5-3: Sites in the Pasadena Area with Leaking Underground 

Storage Tanks; 
o Table 5-8: Facilities with EPA Permits to Discharge to Water in the 

Pasadena Area; or 
o Table 5-9: Significant Hazardous Materials Sites in or Near Pasadena. 
 
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further 
investigation should include a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
conducted in accordance with the American Society for Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) standards, and follow-up investigations as 
recommended as a result of the Phase I investigation. 
 

• Are any hazardous materials known or expected to exist onsite, known or 
expected to have been used in the past onsite, or do any recognized 
environmental conditions exist onsite? If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, further investigation should include a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment conducted in accordance with the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards, and follow-
up investigations as recommended as a result of the Phase I investigation. 

 
6. To determine if the project involves placing structures or additional persons 

within an airport land use plan, runway clear zone, or other airport-related 
hazard area the following should be considered:  
 
• Is the project site in the vicinity of an airport or airfield, or otherwise within 

a hazard area of an air travel facility.  This condition rarely exists in the 
City, as there are no public or private airports within Pasadena.   

 
7. To determine if the project could impair implementation of or physically 

interfere with an adopted emergency-response plan or emergency-evacuation 
plan the following should be considered:  

 
• Would the project conflict with the City’s Multi-Hazard Function Plan, 

Devil’s Gate Dam evacuation plan, Eaton Wash evacuation plan, or the 
Jones Reservoir evacuation plan? The project planner should consult with 
the Fire Department to determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
• Would the project temporarily or permanently restrict access on an 

Emergency Evacuation Route? If so, additional investigation is normally 
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required.  In such a case, the project planner should consult with the Fire 
Department to determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
• Would the project disrupt an Essential Facility, including hospitals, fire and 

police stations, emergency operation centers, communications centers, 
generators and substations, reservoirs, emergency shelters/centers, and 
other facility that must remain open during an emergency situation? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the project 
planner should consult with the Fire Department to determine the 
appropriate investigation. 

 
8. To determine if the project site is within a known fire hazard zone, or is 

otherwise susceptible to wildfire hazards the following should be considered:  
 
• Is the project site within a “Very High” or “Moderate” “Fire Hazard Zone” 

identified on Plate P-2 of the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena 
General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, the project planner should consult with the Fire 
Department to determine the appropriate investigation.   
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2.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
 
Thresholds for Study   
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project impact on hydrology or water 
quality to need study if the proposed project will: 
 
1. Directly pollute a public water source or indirectly result in the degradation of 

the water quality of a public water source. 
 
2. Reduce the beneficial uses of receiving waters. 
 
3. Result in a net extraction of known groundwater resources or involve 

excavation within an active groundwater recharge area. 
 
4. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 

through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, resulting in 
substantial erosion or siltation. 

 
5. Alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, increasing the rate or 

amount of surface water runoff in a manner that could result in flooding on- or 
off-site. 

 
6. Create runoff that exceeds the capacity of existing storm water facilities.  

(Note: in hillside areas new construction can impact existing development at a 
lower elevation or downstream if there are not adequate storm water facilities 
to accommodate the new construction.) 

 
7. Locate housing within a 100-year flood hazard area mapped by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency or in a dam inundation area as defined in 
the latest adopted City of Pasadena Safety Element. 

 
8. Place a structure within the 100-year flood hazard area mapped by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 

9. Expose people to flood-related hazards. 
 

10. Expose people or property to inundation from seiche or mudflow. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project will directly 

pollute a public water source or indirectly result in the degradation of the 
water quality of a public water source:  
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• Would the project introduce pollutants into a public water source, such as 
the Raymond Groundwater Basin? If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, contact Pasadena Water and Power to 
determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
• Would the project introduce pollutants into the source waters for any 

public water supply, such as the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Canyon water 
courses, which supply the Raymond Groundwater Basin? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact Pasadena 
Water and Power to determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
• Would the project indirectly cause pollutants to contaminate a public water 

supply? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
contact the Pasadena Water and Power to determine the appropriate 
investigation. 

 
2. To determine if the project will reduce the beneficial uses of receiving waters 

the following should be considered: 
 

• Would the project result in point source discharge of water pollutants, such 
as an industrial outflow or other discharge pipe outflow into a water body?  
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board to determine the appropriate 
investigation.  

 
• Would the project meet any of the following thresholds, and thus be 

required to submit a SUSMP compliance plan in accordance with PMC 
8.70? 

 
Does the project include: 
 
o Hillside new development/redevelopment* (including non-discretionary 

hillside development) 
o Industrial, commercial, or institutional facility (5,000 ft2 or more – new 

construction, addition, or replacement) 
o 100,000 square foot or greater commercial developments, or 
o Automotive repair shops, or  
o Retail gasoline outlets, or  
o Stand alone restaurants, or 
o Home subdivisions with 10 or more units, or 
o Parking lots greater than 5,000 square feet or 25 spaces exposed to 

rainfall,  
  

  Or have as part of the proposed project: 
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o Vehicle or equipment fueling areas, or 
o Vehicle or equipment maintenance areas, including washing, or 
o Commercial or industrial waste handling or storage, excluding typical 

office or household wastes, or 
o Outdoor handling or storage of hazardous materials or waste, or 

Outdoor work areas for activities such as, but not limited to:  welding, 
cutting, metal fabrication, assembly, application of paints, coating, or 
finishing: pre-cast concrete fabrication: etc., or 100,000 square foot or 
greater industrial development, or 

o Outdoor animal confinement (kennels, stables, etc.). 
o Outdoor manufacturing areas, or 
o Outdoor horticulture activities. 

  

 *(Redevelopment is defined as the creation, addition, modification or 
alteration of at least 1,000 square feet of surface area for hillside projects 
or 5,000 square feet of surface elsewhere.) 

 If the project meets any of these thresholds the project proponent is required 
to submit a SUSMP compliance plan during the final design phase of the 
project and prior to the issuance of a building permit.   

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project will result in a 

net extraction of known groundwater resources or involve excavation within 
an active groundwater recharge area: 

 
• Does the project involve direct withdrawal from a groundwater basin, 

including the Raymond Basin? If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, contact Pasadena Water and Power to 
determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
• Would the project interfere with groundwater recharge from a known 

recharge area, including the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Wash stream beds, 
engineered spreading grounds, or the percolation ponds along the east 
side of Devil’s Gate Reservoir?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, contact Pasadena Water and Power to 
determine the appropriate investigation. 

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project will 

substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, resulting in 
substantial erosion or siltation: 
 
• Does the project involve modification of a watercourse, including the 

Arroyo Seco, Eaton Wash, and hillside drainages?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the case planner 
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should consult with the City’s Engineering Division to determine the 
appropriate investigation, which may include a hydrology study.  

 
• Does the project involve modification of a drainage pattern such that runoff 

would be directed over unimproved surfaces or focused into concentrated 
flows?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
the case planner should consult with the City’s Engineering Division to 
determine the appropriate investigation, which may include a hydrology 
study. 
 

5. To determine if the project will alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area increasing the rate or amount of surface water runoff, in a manner that 
could result in flooding on or off site the following should be considered: 
 
• Does the project involve modification of a watercourse, including the 

Arroyo Seco, Eaton Wash, and hillside drainages?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the case planner 
should consult with the City’s Engineering Division to determine the 
appropriate investigation, which may include a hydrology study. 

 
• Does the project involve modification of a drainage pattern such that runoff 

would be diverted from one watershed to another, or from one drainage 
facility to another?  If so, additional investigation is normally required. In 
such a case, the case planner should consult with the City’s Engineering 
Division to determine the appropriate investigation, which may include a 
hydrology study. 

 
 
• Does the project involve installing impermeable surfaces in an area that is 

not served by a storm drain system?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, the case planner should consult with 
the City’s Engineering Division to determine the appropriate investigation, 
which may include a hydrology study. 

 
6. To determine if the project will create runoff that exceeds the capacity of 

existing storm water facilities the following should be considered: 
 
• Does the project involve modification of a drainage pattern such that runoff 

would be diverted from one watershed to another, or from one drainage 
facility to another?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case, the case planner should consult with the City’s Engineering 
Division to determine the appropriate investigation, which may include a 
hydrology study.   

 
• Does the project involve installing impermeable surfaces in an area that is 

not served by a storm drain system?  If so, additional investigation is 
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normally required.  In such a case, the case planner should consult with 
the City’s Engineering Division to determine the appropriate investigation, 
which may include a hydrology study. 

 
• Does the project include new construction in the hillsides of the San 

Gabriel Mountains and the San Rafael Hills? If so, additional investigation 
may be required to assess the impact to County drains and privately 
owned debris basins downstream from new development.  In such a case, 
the case planner should consult with the Public Works Department to 
determine the appropriate investigation, which may include a hydrology 
study.  

 
7. To determine if the project would locate housing within a 100-year flood 

hazard area mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency or in a 
dam inundation area as defined in the latest adopted City of Pasadena Safety 
Element, the following should be considered: 
 
• There are no mapped 100-year flood hazard areas within the City. 
 
• Would the project install housing within a “Flood Inundation Zone” 

identified on Plate P-2 of the Safety Element of the City of Pasadena 
General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, additional investigation may be 
required.  In such a case, the case planner should consult with the Public 
Works Department to determine the appropriate level of investigation. 

 
• Would the project install a “critical structure” in the dam inundation 

pathway of the Eaton Canyon Dam? If so, additional investigation may be 
required to determine if the proposed project will be safe from flooding. In 
such a case, the case planner should consult with the Public Works 
Department to determine the appropriate level of investigation. 

  
8. To determine if the project would place a structure within the 100-year flood 

hazard area mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 
following should be considered: 

 
• This is typically not a concern in Pasadena, as there are no mapped 100-

year flood hazard areas within the City. 
 
9. To determine if the project would expose people to flood-related hazards, the 

following should be considered:  
 
• Would the project increase human activity within a “Flood Inundation 

Zone” identified on Plate P-2 of the Safety Element of the City of 
Pasadena General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, additional investigation 
may be required.  In such a case, further investigation should include an 
assessment of the risks of dam failure. The case planner should consult 
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with the Public Works Department to determine the appropriate 
investigation, which may include a hydrology study.  

  
10. To determine if the project would expose people or property to inundation 

from seiche or mudflow, the following should be considered: 
 
• Seiche is typically not a concern in Pasadena, as the City is not located 

near enough to any inland bodies of water or the Pacific Ocean to be 
inundated by seiche. 

 
• Is the project site within, or down slope from, an area of moderate, high, or 

very high slope instability or within a mapped landslide area identified on 
Plate 2.4 of the Technical Background Report to the Safety Element of the 
City of Pasadena General Plan (adopted in 2002)?  If so, additional 
investigation may be required. In such a case, the geotechnical 
investigation should include an engineering analysis of slope stability, 
engineering recommendations for surface and subsurface drainage 
specifications, and detailed design for fill placement and excavation.  The 
case planner should consult with the Building Division to determine the 
appropriate investigation. 
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2.10 LAND USE AND PLANNING 
Thresholds for Study   
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project’s land use impact to need 
study if the project will: 
 
1. Physically divide an established neighborhood or community within the City of 

Pasadena. 
 
2. Result in Land Uses that are incompatible with the adopted Land Use 

Element and any adopted specific plans implementing this element.  The 
proposed project might be considered to have significant land-use impacts if 
proposed land uses vary substantially from the adopted City of Pasadena 
General Plan or existing zoning. 

 
3. Result in Changes in Existing Land-Use Character.  Substantial alterations of 

the built character of an area, including building heights, setbacks, site 
coverage, or permitted uses have the potential to change the character of 
existing land uses. In quantitative terms, a ten percent increase or reduction 
in development capacity relative to existing conditions might be considered a 
significant change. 

 
4. Create Potential Land-Use Conflicts. Proposed zoning districts that create 

areas of incompatible uses or increase the potential for conflicts between land 
uses, most commonly between commercial or industrial uses and adjacent or 
nearby residences, have the potential to create land-use conflicts.   

 
5. Conflict with any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) or Natural 

Community Conservation Plan (NCCP). 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project will physically 

divide an established neighborhood or community within the City of 
Pasadena:  

 
• Would the project physically divide a neighborhood or community with a 

roadway, wall, barrier, or other obstruction?  If so, additional investigation 
is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation should include 
an analysis of the project’s impact to the cohesion of the neighborhood or 
community.   

 
• Would the project interfere with the pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicle 

circulation of the neighborhood or community in a manner that affects 
interaction within the neighborhood/community?  If so, additional 
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investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should include an analysis of the project’s impact to the cohesion of the 
neighborhood or community. 

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if the project will result in 

Land Uses that are incompatible with the adopted Land Use Element and any 
adopted specific plans implementing this element:  

 
• Is the project inconsistent with the use designations in the Land Use 

Element and/or specific plan?  If so, would the project interfere with 
attaining the goals of the Land Use Element and/or specific plan?  If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further 
investigation should include an analysis of the project’s effect on the ability 
to attain the City’s goals.   

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project will result in 

changes in existing land-use character:   
 

• Would the project result in substantial alterations to the built character of 
an area, including through inconsistencies between the project and the 
surrounding uses in terms of building heights, setbacks, site coverage, or 
permitted uses?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case, further investigation should include an analysis of the 
project’s impact on land-use character. 

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project will create 

potential land-use conflicts.  
 

• Would the project result in spillover of through and destination traffic from 
congested arterial streets onto parallel residential streets?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact staff from 
PasDOT.  

 
• Would the project result in spillover parking?  If so, additional investigation 

is normally required.  In such a case, contact staff from PasDOT. 
 

• Would the project result in noisy late-night operations that might disturb 
adjacent residences?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, further investigation should include an analysis of the 
effect the project’s noisy late-night operations will have on the surrounding 
land uses, including impacts to neighborhood/community character and 
cohesiveness.  Direct noise impacts (i.e. exceedances of noise standards) 
should also be considered; see Section 2.12 for noise impact 
considerations. 
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• Would the project result in noise from parking lots (e.g., car alarms, loud 
voices, cars being started, radios), loading docks, or delivery areas that 
might disturb adjacent residences?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, further investigation should include an 
analysis of the effect the project’s parking lot noise will have on the 
surrounding land uses, including impacts to neighborhood/community 
character and cohesiveness.  Direct noise impacts (i.e. exceedances of 
noise standards) should also be considered; see Section 2.12 for noise 
impact considerations. 

 
• Would the project cause objectionable odors, smoke, or chemicals?  If so, 

additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further 
investigation should include an analysis of the effect the project’s odors, 
smoke, or chemicals will have on the surrounding land uses, including 
impacts to neighborhood/community character and cohesiveness.  Air 
quality impacts should also be considered; see Section 2.3 for air quality 
considerations. 

 
• Would the generate light or glare from parking areas or buildings that 

might affect adjacent residences?  If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, further investigation should include an 
analysis of the effect the project’s light and glare will have on the 
surrounding land uses, including impacts to neighborhood/community 
character and cohesiveness.  In some cases, a photometric study may be 
required to determine potential impacts.  Aesthetic impacts of light and 
glare should also be considered; see Section 2.1 for aesthetic 
considerations. 

 
5. The following should be considered to determine if the project will conflict with 

an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) or Natural Community 
Conservation Plan (NCCP). 

 
• Is the project within or adjacent to a plan area, protection area, or other 

designated area of a HCP, NCCP, or other conservation plan established 
to conserve a threatened or endangered species?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should include an analysis of the project’s land-use compatibility.  
Biological impacts should also be considered; see Section 2.4 for 
biological resource considerations. 
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2.11 MINERAL RESOURCES 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential mineral resource impacts if the project would: 
 
1. Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource identified in 

Mines and Mineral Producers Active in California; or 
 
2. Result in loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery 

site delineated as a “Resource Production Area” in the Regional 
Comprehensive Plan and Guide, or as a “Mineral Resource Zone” in the City 
of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan or any adopted elements of this 
plan or identified by any EIRs certified for these elements or plan.   

 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would result in 

the loss of availability of a known mineral resource identified in Mines and 
Mineral Producers Active in California:  

 
• Does the project involve excavation equivalent to, or greater than, one (1) 

subterranean level into recoverable sand and gravel deposits in Eaton 
Wash or Devils Gate Reservoir (Hahamongna area)?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should include an analysis of the loss of mineral resources caused by the 
project. 

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would result in 

loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated as a “Resource Production Area” in the Regional Comprehensive 
Plan and Guide, or as a “Mineral Resource Zone” in the City of Pasadena 
Comprehensive General Plan or any adopted elements of this plan or 
identified by any EIRs certified for these elements or plan:  

 
• The Final Environmental Impact Report for the 1994 Land Use and 

Mobility Elements identified two areas in Pasadena that may contain 
aggregates, which can be used to make Portland cement.  These areas 
are Eaton Wash and Devils Gate Reservoir.  Both areas are designated 
and zoned Open Space, except for a small area in Eaton Wash that is 
developed as a high tech business park.  This discussion is reiterated in 
the CEQA documentation for the 2004 Land Use and Mobility Elements.   
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2.12 NOISE 
 
Background  
 
Too much noise can produce many impacts on people, including physiological, 
psychological, communication, performance and social behavior effects.  The 
most serious noise impacts result from operation of equipment, including aircraft, 
motor vehicles, construction equipment, some industrial types of equipment, and 
amplified sound systems.  These sources vary in loudness, frequency, and 
duration of time to produce objectionable sounds.  High-frequency sounds are 
more damaging physiologically than lower-frequency sounds. 
 
Ambient noise levels are most appropriately defined in terms of community 
noise-level values, since these values account for a full day of noise exposure. 
Community noise-level values are commonly measured using a metric 
measurement termed “A-weighted noise levels” or noise levels in dBA.  A-
weighted noise levels are filtered or weighted to quantitatively reduce the effect 
of low-frequency noise.  This metric measurement was designed to approximate 
the response of the human ear to noise.  A-weighted noise levels are measured 
in decibels with a standard sound-level meter that includes an A-weighting filter. 
A-weighted levels provide a simple measure that correlates well with human 
subjective assessment of the loudness or noisiness of many types of noise.  
Although the frequency of intermittent noise is difficult to measure without 
complex equipment, high frequencies are subjectively recognizable as whines, 
screeches, whistles, squeals, etc.  Subjective evaluations are used to support or 
verify objective measurements. 
 
In general, community noise varies with time on a daily, weekly, or annual basis.  
To account for the temporal variation of noise, metrics including the equivalent 
sound level (LEQ) and statistical noise levels (LN values) have been developed.  
LEQ is the steady-state noise level that has the same acoustic energy as the 
time varying environmental noise level over the measurement period.   
 
The statistical noise level Ln is that noise level that is exceeded n% of the time 
during the observation period.  For example, the L90 level is the noise level 
exceeded 90% of the time, and L50 is the noise level exceeded 50% of the time.  
These two particular levels are significant in that the L50 represents the median 
noise level and L90 is an approximate measure of the lowest noise level in a 
given community, when there are no identifiable noise sources in the area.  
Statistical noise levels are usually A-weighted.   
 
The Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) was developed as a land-use 
planning tool in the State of California to assess the potential impact of highway, 
railroad, and airport noise on residential areas.  CNEL is the energy-averaged 
noise level measured over a 24-hour period with different weighing factors for the 
noise levels occurring during the daytime, evening, and nighttime periods.  
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Evening (7:00 PM to 10:00 PM) and nighttime (10:00 PM to 7:00 AM) noise events 
are increased in level by 5 and 10 dBA, respectively, to account for the lower 
tolerance of people to noise during these time periods.  There is no increase for 
noise events occurring during daytime hours (7:00 AM to 7:00 PM).   
 
The Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
utilize a 24-hour metric that is similar to the CNEL.  This metric is referred to as 
the Day Night Equivalent Level (LDN).  The LDN standard is essentially the same 
as the CNEL standard with the evening (7:00 PM to 10:00 PM) weighing equal to 
one.  That means that there is no increase for evening noise events.  The LDN 
standard is used nationally and is beginning to appear in California Codes.  
Whereas the CNEL generally exceeds the Ldn by approximately 1 dBA, it is 
generally considered to be equivalent to and interchangeable with the CNEL 
metric. 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential noise impacts if the project would: 
 
1. Expose people to noise levels that exceed established standards. 
 
2. Expose people to excessive ground-borne vibration. 
 
3. Substantially increase ambient noise above existing levels without the project, 

particularly if it results in a noise exposure injurious to health. 
 
4. Cause substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels 

above those existing without the project. 
 
5. Expose people to excessive noise near a public-use airport or private airstrip. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study. 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would expose 

people to noise levels that exceed established standards. 
 

• Would the project place a land use within a noise level, as shown on 
Figures 2 and 3 of the City of Pasadena 2002 Revised Noise Element 
(Noise Element), that is “normally acceptable”, “conditionally acceptable” 
or “normally unacceptable” for that land use as identified on Figure 1 of 
the Noise Element?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case, further investigation (e.g. a noise study) should quantify the 
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noise levels that will be experienced by the land use and, if necessary, 
identify attenuation methods to achieve acceptable noise levels. 

 
• Would the project place habitable structures (including single- and multi-

family residential units as well as temporary lodging, such as hotels and 
motels) within a 60 dBA contour shown on Figures 2 or 3 of the Noise 
Element?  If so, additional investigation is required in accordance with the 
California Sound Transmission Control Standards (CCR, Title 24, Building 
Standards, Chapters 2-35). In such a case, further investigation should 
quantify the interior noise levels that will be experienced and, if necessary, 
identify noise attenuation methods to ensure interior noise levels do not 
exceed a community noise equivalent level (CNEL) or day-night noise 
level (Ldn) of 45 dB in any habitable room. 

 
• Does the project have the potential to increase the ambient noise level in 

the project vicinity by more than five (5) decibels, as prohibited by the 
City’s Noise Restrictions Ordinance (Section 9.36.230)? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should quantify the noise levels that will be experienced by surrounding 
land uses and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to achieve 
acceptable noise levels. 

 
• Does the project have the potential to increase the ambient noise level in 

the project vicinity to a level that is considered “normally unacceptable” for 
the receiving land use as identified on Figure 1 of the Noise Element? If 
so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further 
investigation should quantify the noise levels that will be experienced by 
surrounding land uses and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to 
achieve acceptable noise levels. 

 
• Would the project periodically generate acute noises that would be audible 

to surrounding sensitive land uses, such as whistles, horns, loudspeaker 
noise, crowd noise, explosives/firearm noise, industrial noises, excessive 
delivery noises, pile driving and other uniquely loud construction noises, 
etc.?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
further investigation should quantify the periodic noise levels that will be 
experienced by surrounding land uses, the frequency of acute noise 
occurrences, and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to achieve 
acceptable noise levels. 

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would expose 

people to excessive ground-borne vibration: 
 

• Would the project place any sensitive receptors adjacent to a vibration 
source?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, further investigation should quantify the vibration levels that will be 
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experienced by sensitive receptors, the frequency of vibration 
occurrences, and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to achieve 
acceptable vibration levels. 

 
• Would the project generate vibrations that would be perceivable to 

surrounding sensitive land uses?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, further investigation should quantify the vibration 
levels that will be experienced by sensitive receptors, the frequency of 
vibration occurrences, and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to 
achieve acceptable vibration levels. 

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project would 

substantially increase ambient noise above existing levels without the project. 
 
• Does the project have the potential to increase the ambient noise level in 

the project vicinity by more than five (5) decibels, as prohibited by the 
City’s Noise Restrictions Ordinance (Section 9.36.230)? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should quantify the noise levels that will be experienced by surrounding 
land uses and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to achieve 
acceptable noise levels. 

 
• Does the project have the potential to increase the ambient noise level in 

the project vicinity to a level that is considered “normally unacceptable” for 
the receiving land use as identified on Figure 1 of the Noise Element? If 
so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further 
investigation should quantify the noise levels that will be experienced by 
surrounding land uses and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to 
achieve acceptable noise levels. 

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project would cause 

substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels above 
those existing without the project: 
 
• Would the project periodically generate acute noises that would be audible 

to surrounding sensitive land uses, such as whistles, horns, loudspeaker 
noise, crowd noise, explosives/firearm noise, industrial noises, excessive 
delivery noises, pile driving and other uniquely loud construction noises, 
etc.?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
further investigation should quantify the periodic noise levels that will be 
experienced by surrounding land uses, the frequency of acute noise 
occurrences, and, if necessary, identify attenuation methods to achieve 
acceptable noise levels. 
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5. The following should be considered to determine if the project would expose 
people to excessive noise near a public-use airport or private airstrip: 

 
• This is typically not a concern in Pasadena, as there are no public or 

private airports in the City. 
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2.13 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project’s impact on population and 
housing to need study if the project will: 
 
1. Have a growth in population or housing that is inconsistent with the housing, 

land use or mobility elements of the City of Pasadena Comprehensive 
General Plan; 

 
• Have a growth in population or housing that is inconsistent with any 

specific plans implementing the land use element. 
 

2. Substantially alter the location, distribution, density, or growth rate of the 
population of the area; 

 
3. Convert existing housing in a manner that would result in the displacement of 

a substantial number of housing units; and  
 
4. Convert existing housing in a manner that would result in the displacement of 

existing residents. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would have a 

growth in population or housing that is inconsistent with the housing, land use 
or mobility elements of the City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan, or 
specific plan implementing the land use element. 

 
• Would the project develop housing in excess of the City’s housing and/or 

population projections?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, further investigation should quantify the difference 
between the existing projections and the housing/population that would 
result from the proposed project. 

 
• Would the project exaggerate the City’s jobs/housing balance such that 

the increased workforce could not be housed by the City- and region-wide 
housing stock?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, further investigation should quantify the jobs/housing balance that 
would occur if the project was approved, identify the potential for the 
project to induce residential growth, and if foreseeable, identify potential 
locations of new residential development that would be required to support 
the project. The case planner should consult with Community Planning 
staff to determine if there is a potential jobs/housing balance impact. 
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2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would 
substantially alter the location, distribution, density, or growth rate of the 
population of the area: 
 
• Would the project exaggerate the City’s jobs/housing balance such that 

the increased workforce could not be housed by the City- and region-wide 
housing stock?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, further investigation should quantify the jobs/housing balance that 
would occur if the project was approved, identify the potential for the 
project to induce residential growth, and if foreseeable, identify potential 
locations of new residential development that would be required to support 
the project.  The case planner should consult with Community Planning 
staff to determine if there is a potential jobs/housing balance impact. 

  
• Would the project eliminate any development restrictions or otherwise 

make an area not anticipated for growth attractive to development (such 
as installing an oversized roadway, sewer line, or water line that would 
support more intense land use than existing conditions).  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, further investigation 
should determine if the growth that would be potentially induced by the 
project is consistent with the City’s General Plan and any appropriate 
Specific Plan.  If the potential growth is not consistent with the City’s 
adopted plans, further investigation should identify the consequences of 
deviating from these plans.  

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project would convert 

existing housing in a manner that would result in the displacement of a 
substantial number of housing units: 
 
• Does the project involve the loss of residential units such that the 

displaced residents could not be housed by the City- and region-wide 
housing stock?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, further investigation should quantify the number of new residential 
units that would be required to support the displaced residents, the 
housing type/income category that replacement housing would need to 
satisfy, and, if necessary, potential locations of new residential 
development that would be required to offset the loss of housing 
opportunities.   

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project would convert 

existing housing in a manner that would result in the displacement of existing 
residents: 
 
• Would the project displace residents that could not be housed by the City- 

and region-wide housing stock?  If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, further investigation should quantify the number 
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of new residential units that would be required to support the displaced 
residents, the housing type/income category that replacement housing 
would need to satisfy, and, if necessary, potential locations of new 
residential development that would be required to offset the loss of 
housing opportunities. For smaller, in-fill projects confirm with Housing 
Division staff that the Tenant Relocation Plan requirements will apply to 
the project. In most cases, this will mitigate any potential impacts for 
smaller projects. 
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2.14 PUBLIC SERVICES  
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the 
significance of a project’s potential impacts on public services if as a result of the 
project: 
 
1. The Pasadena Fire Department would require new or expanded facilities to 

serve the project in addition to existing commitments. 
 
2. The Pasadena Police Department would require new or expanded facilities to 

serve the project in addition to existing commitments. 
 
3. The Pasadena Water and Power Department would require new or expanded 

facilities to serve the project in addition to existing commitments. 
 
4. The Pasadena Unified School district would require new or expanded school 

facilities to serve the project in addition to existing commitments. 
 
5. Additional parks or expansion of existing parks would be required to 

adequately serve the project in addition to existing patrons. 
 
6. Other public facilities, such as libraries and health clinics, would need to be 

expanded or new facilities would need to be developed in order to serve the 
project in addition to the existing population.   

 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

the Pasadena Fire Department would require new or expanded facilities to 
serve the project in addition to existing commitments: 

 
• Would the project require additional Fire Department personnel, 

equipment, or resources that could not be housed within existing Fire 
Department facilities? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, contact the Pasadena Fire Department to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

the Pasadena Police Department would require new or expanded facilities to 
serve the project in addition to existing commitments: 

 
• Would the project require additional Police Department personnel, 

equipment, or resources that could not be housed within existing Police 
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Department facilities? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, contact the Pasadena Police Department to determine the 
appropriate investigation.  

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

the Pasadena Water and Power Department would require new or expanded 
facilities to serve the project in addition to existing commitments: 

 
• Would the project require additional or expanded service capability, 

equipment, or resources that could not be provided with existing facilities, 
supplies, or resources. If so, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, contact the Pasadena Water and Power Department to 
determine the appropriate investigation.  

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

the Pasadena Unified School district would require new or expanded school 
facilities to serve the project in addition to existing commitments: 

 
• Would the project require additional classrooms, personnel, equipment, or 

resources that could not be housed within existing School District 
facilities? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, contact the Pasadena Unified School District to determine the 
appropriate investigation.  The Pasadena Unified School District has 
requested to be consulted whenever a project proposes to construction 20 
or more residential units. 

 
5. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

additional parks or expansion of existing parks would be required to 
adequately serve the project in addition to existing patrons: 

 
• Would the existing parks be sufficient to handle the recreational needs of 

the proposed project? If not, additional investigation is normally required.  
In such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural 
Resources to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
6. The following should be considered to determine if, as a result of the project, 

other public facilities, such as libraries and health clinics, would need to be 
expanded or new facilities would need to be developed in order to serve the 
project in addition to the existing population: 

 
• Would the City’s existing library system be sufficient to handle the demand 

imposed by the proposed project? If not, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of 
Information Services to determine the appropriate investigation.   
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• Would the existing health service facilities be sufficient to handle the 
demand imposed by the proposed project? If not, additional investigation 
is normally required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena Health 
Department determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would any other public service provider require additional personnel, 

equipment, or resources that could not be housed within existing facilities? 
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the involved public service provider to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   

 

Section 2: Thresholds for Study  August 2008 
 Page 2-56 



 

2.15  RECREATION 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project’s impact on recreation to 
need study if the project will: 

 
1. Conflict with established recreational uses of the area; 
 
2. Substantially increase the need to provide maintenance and services to 

existing parks that cannot be supported by existing or proposed funding 
mechanisms; 

 
3. Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 

recreational facilities, such that substantial deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated; 

 
4. Involve recreational facilities or the construction or expansion of recreational 

facilities, which might have adverse physical effects on the environment; or 
 
5. Induce growth such that recreational facilities within the City or near adjacent 

communities will experience adverse environmental impacts due to overuse. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would conflict 

with established recreational uses of the area: 
 

• Would the project result in the physical alteration of an existing 
recreational facility? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural 
Resources to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would the project result in the physical alteration of an access road, 

driveway, parking facility, walkway, bikeway, or other infrastructure 
component that supports an existing recreational facility? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena 
Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   

 
• Would the project result in temporary road closures or other temporary 

physical changes that could disrupt the use of an existing recreational 
facility?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, contact the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources 
to determine the appropriate investigation.   
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• Would the project alter noise, air quality, traffic, or other environmental 
conditions in a manner that would affect the use of a recreational facility?  
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine 
the appropriate investigation.   

 
 Note: The duration of construction in or adjacent to recreational uses 

might cause short-term significant impacts to recreational activities.  Some 
of these impacts might be temporary closure of a recreational facility, 
decrease in usage or the potential to decrease the quality of the 
recreational activity due to noise, traffic, air quality, etc.   

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would 

substantially increase the need to provide maintenance and services to 
existing parks that cannot be supported by existing or proposed funding 
mechanisms: 

 
• Would the project increase the use of a recreational facility in a manner 

that would expedite the physical deterioration of the facility? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the 
Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would the project expose a recreational facility or a portion of a 

recreational facility to a physical process that would result in the expedited 
physical deterioration of the facility, such as increased runoff or wind 
erosion? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, contact the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources 
to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project would increase 

the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities, such that substantial deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated: 

 
• Would the project increase the population of the City or a community such 

that the use of a recreational facility would increase in a manner that 
would expedite the physical deterioration of the facility? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena 
Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   
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• Would the project increase the visitation of a recreational facility such that 
the increased use would expedite the physical deterioration of the facility? 
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine 
the appropriate investigation.   

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project would involve 

recreational facilities or the construction or expansion of recreational facilities, 
which might have adverse physical effects on the environment: 

 
• Does the project involve, or would the project lead to, the construction or 

expansion of recreational facilities with impacts that were not analyzed as 
part of the project’s environmental consequences. If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate 
additional investigation will vary depending on the types of impacts the 
recreational facility could have.  

 
5. The following should be considered to determine if the project would induce 

growth such that recreational facilities within the City or near adjacent 
communities will experience adverse environmental impacts due to overuse: 

 
• Would the project lead to an increase the population of the City or a 

community such that the use of a recreational facility would increase in a 
manner that would expedite the physical deterioration of the facility? If so, 
additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the 
Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   
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2.16 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The threshold for study to determine if significant impacts on transportation and 
circulation would occur is based on Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines (the 
Environmental Checklist commonly known as the Initial Study form) and the City 
of Pasadena Department of Transportation standards.  The City of Pasadena 
Department of Transportation has established a procedure for the preparation of 
project traffic impacts reports to ensure consistency of analysis and adequacy of 
information presented. Traffic Impact Report Preparation Guidelines, or any 
successor to this document, is the guide to be used for the preparation of traffic 
reports. These reports will be prepared in the format presented in the guide.  
 
A traffic study is to be conducted and a subsequent report submitted for any 
project requiring a discretionary action (such as a Conditional Use Permit or Use 
Permit for a Major Project) or a legislative action (such as a zone change and/or 
general plan amendment), if the project size or traffic generation exceeds 
specified minimum criteria.  The applicant will provide the traffic study, prepared 
by a registered (State of California) traffic engineer that meets the approval of 
PasDOT.  To avoid unnecessary delays or revisions, it is strongly recommended 
that the applicant or his/her traffic engineer contact the Transportation 
Department before beginning the study to discuss traffic demand and capacity 
assumptions and other study requirements for the project. 
 
As detailed in the Traffic Impact Report Preparation Guidelines the 
Transportation Department uses a sliding scale to assess intersection impacts. 
The sliding scale method requires a developer to mitigate  project traffic impact 
whenever project generated traffic causes the Level of Service (LOS) of the 
identified intersections to increase by an amount equal to or greater than the 
amount listed in the following table: 
 

TABLE 2.16-1 
CHANGE IN LEVEL OF SERVICE SIGNIFICANCE TABLE 

 
Intersection Level of 

Service Under Current 
Conditions 

Increase in Intersection Level of 
Service due to Project Traffic 
Considered Significant (v/c) 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

0.060 
0.050 
0.040 
0.030 
0.020 
0.010 
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The City of Pasadena normally considers a project to have an impact on 
transportation and traffic that needs study if the project will: 
 
1. Generate substantial additional vehicular movement in relation to existing 

traffic and load capacity of street system; 
 
2. Create an increase of 50 or more peak hour trips on a freeway on- or off-

ramp, or add 150 or more trips, in either direction, on the mainline of a 
freeway during a weekday peak hour thereby exceeding the Los Angeles 
County Congestion Management Plan thresholds for study; 

 
3. Effect existing parking facilities, or create a demand for new parking; 
 
4. Substantially impact existing transportation systems; 
 
5. Alter present patterns of circulation or movement of people and goods; 
 
6. Create inadequate emergency access; 
 
7. Cause alterations to waterborne, rail, or air traffic; or 
 
8. Increase traffic hazards to motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians due to design 

or other features; 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets 
these thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would generate 

substantial additional vehicular movement in relation to existing traffic and 
load capacity of street system: 

 
• Does the project fall into either the “Traffic Assessment” or “Traffic and 

Parking Impact Analysis” categories in the following table? If so, such 
investigation is normally required.   
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TABLE 2.16-2 
TRAFFIC STUDY DETERMINATION MATRIX 

 
TYPE Exempt Traffic Assessment Traffic and Parking 

Impact Analysis 
Residential  
(based on # of 
units) 

4 units or less 5 – 25 units 26+ units 

Commercial 
(based on # of 
trips*) 

Less than 70 daily 
trips and less than 10 
trips in any peak hour 

71 – 150 daily trips or 
11 – 20 trips in any 
peak hour 

151+ daily trips or 
more than 21 trips in 
any peak hour 

*Trip generation is normally calculated using the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) “Trip Generation 7th 
Edition” handbook, or successor to this document.  In instances where the project does not fit into a land use 
analyzed in the handbook, or where the handbook cites outdated or insufficient studies for its basis (even in the 
latest edition of the handbook) contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation for guidance in determining 
the project’s trip generation.  
**Based on net new trips or net new number of units. 

 
 

2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would create 
an increase of 50 or more peak hour trips on a freeway on- or off-ramp, or 
add 150 or more trips, in either direction, on the mainline of a freeway during 
a weekday peak hour thereby exceeding the Los Angeles County Congestion 
Management Plan thresholds for study: 

 
• The 2004 Los Angeles County Congestion Management Plan (CMP) 

requires a Traffic Impact Analysis for the following projects, per Section 
5.2.4 of the CMP:   

 
a) All CMP arterial monitoring intersections, including monitored freeway 

on-ramps or off-ramps, where the proposed project will add 50 or more 
trips during either the AM or PM weekday peak hours.  Where project 
definition is insufficient for meaningful intersection LOS analysis, CMP 
arterial segment analysis may substitute for intersection analysis. If 
CMP arterial segments are being analyzed rather than intersections, 
the study area must include all segments where the proposed project 
will add 50 or more peak hour trips (total of both directions). Within the 
study area, the TIA must analyze at least one segment between 
monitored CMP intersections. 

 
b) Mainline freeway monitoring locations where the project will add 150 or 

more trips, in either direction, during either the AM or PM weekday 
peak hours. 

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project would affect 

existing parking facilities, or create a demand for new parking: 
 

• Would the project result in the physical alteration of an existing parking 
facility? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
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contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would the project result in temporary road closures or other temporary 

physical changes that could disrupt the use of an existing parking facility?  
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   

 
• Would the project’s parking demand exceed the parking supply proposed 

by the project?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, a parking study in accordance with Pasadena Department of 
Transportation standards is the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would the project increase the use of an existing parking facility?  If so, 

additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, a parking 
study in accordance with Pasadena Department of Transportation 
standards is the appropriate investigation.   

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project would 

substantially impact existing transportation systems: 
 

• Would the project result in the physical alteration of an existing bus stop, 
transit stop, transit-support facility, bikeway, or other transportation 
facility? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
• Would the project increase the use of an existing bus stop, transit stop, 

transit-support facility, bikeway, or other transportation facility beyond that 
facility’s capacity? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In 
such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to 
determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
5. The following should be considered to determine if the project would alter 

present patterns of circulation or movement of people and goods: 
 

• Does the project involve the elimination or creation of a through-route? If 
so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
investigation.  The case planner should also contact the Public Works 
Department. 

 
• Does the project involve a change in the directional pattern of a roadway? 

If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
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investigation.  The case planner should also contact the Public Works 
Department. 

 
• Does the project involve a change in the horizontal configuration of a 

roadway (i.e. reduction or addition of travel lanes, turning lanes, etc.)? If 
so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   

 
6. The following should be considered to determine if the project would create 

inadequate emergency access: 
 

• Does the project involve the elimination of a through-route or narrowing of 
the drivable space of a roadway? If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of 
Transportation, the Public Works Department and the Pasadena Fire 
Department to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Does the project involve installing roadway with a single ingress/egress 

point, or adding structures to an area supported by a single ingress/egress 
point? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation and the Pasadena 
Fire Department to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Does the project involve installing roadways, access roads, or drive lanes 

that do not meet the Fire Department’s access standards? (Access 
standards include, but are not limited to, minimum roadway widths to 
accommodate Fire Department vehicles.) If so, additional investigation is 
normally required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of 
Transportation and the Pasadena Fire Department to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
7. The following should be considered to determine if the project would cause 

alterations to waterborne, rail, or air traffic: 
 

• Does the project involve installation of or physical alteration of a rail 
facility? If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
• Does the project involve installation of or physical alteration of a helipad? 

If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   
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• Does the project involve installation of or physical alteration of an airport 
or waterborne travel facility? This is typically not a concern in Pasadena, 
as there are no such facilities within the City.  In the odd case that this 
issue arises, contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to 
determine the appropriate investigation.  

 
• Would the project result in the increased use of a railway, rail depot, 

airport, shipping port, or other rail, air, or water traffic facility, such that the 
facility would need to be altered to support the project? If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In the rare case that this issue arises, 
contact the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the 
appropriate investigation.  

 
8. The following should be considered to determine if the project would increase 

traffic hazards to motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians due to design or other 
features: 

 
• Does the project involve installation of a roadway, access road, driveway, 

or other vehicle, bicycle, or pedestrian facility that does not meet the City’s 
design requirements? (Design requirements include, but are not limited to, 
site distance and curve radii.) If so, additional investigation is normally 
required.  In such a case, contact the Pasadena Department of 
Transportation to determine the appropriate investigation.   

 
• Does the project involve alteration of a roadway, access road, driveway, or 

other vehicle, bicycle, or pedestrian facility in a manner that would cause 
that facility to not meet with the City’s design requirements?  (Design 
requirements include, but are not limited to, site distance and curve radii.) 
If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact 
the Pasadena Department of Transportation to determine the appropriate 
investigation.   
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2.17 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
Thresholds for Study  
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project’s impact to utilities and service 
systems to need study if the project will: 

 
1. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality 

Control Board; 
 
2. Require or result in the construction of new electric, water or wastewater treatment 

facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects; 

 
3. Require or result in the construction of new storm-water drainage facilities or 

expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant  
environmental effects; 

 
4. Not have sufficient electric or water supplies available to serve the project from 

existing infrastructure, entitlements and resources, or requires new or expanded 
infrastructure or entitlements; 

 
5. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or might 

serve the project that it has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments; 

 
6. Be served by a landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the 

project’s solid waste disposal needs; or 
 
7. Not comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid 

waste. 
 
The following discussions are provided to assist in determining if a project meets these 
thresholds for study: 

 
1. The following should be considered to determine if the project would exceed 

wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control 
Board: 

 
• Does the project involve generation of wastewater other than typical domestic 

sewage?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a case, 
contact the applicable wastewater treatment purveyor to determine the 
appropriate investigation.   

 
2. The following should be considered to determine if the project would require or result 

in the construction of new electric, water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
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expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects: 

 
• Does the project include the installation of electric, water or wastewater facilities 

to support the proposed project?  If so, such facilities should be described in the 
Project Description and the environmental impacts of such should be analyzed 
accordingly within the CEQA document.  If the need for infrastructure 
improvements is identified as a mitigation measure, the impacts of such facilities 
should be analyzed for environmental consequences in accordance with Section 
15126.4(D) of the State CEQA Guidelines.  

 
• Would the project generate a demand for electric, water or wastewater such that 

existing facilities would not be adequate to support the project in addition to 
existing entitlements?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such 
a case, contact the applicable water and/or wastewater purveyor to determine 
the appropriate investigation.   

 
3. The following should be considered to determine if the project would require or result 

in the construction of new storm-water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant  environmental effects: 

 
• Does the project include the installation of storm-drain facilities to support the 

proposed project?  If so, such facilities should be described in the Project 
Description and the environmental impacts of such should be analyzed 
accordingly within the CEQA document.  If the need for infrastructure 
improvements is identified as a mitigation measure, the impacts of such facilities 
should be analyzed for environmental consequences in accordance with Section 
15126.4(D) of the State CEQA Guidelines.  

 
• Would the project generate runoff that exceeds the capacity of existing storm-

drain facilities?  (See also Section 2.9 of this document.)  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigations 
should include a hydrology study prepared to the satisfaction of the City’s 
Engineering Division, and if necessary, identification of the drainage 
improvements required to prevent flooding.   

 
4. The following should be considered to determine if the project would not have 

sufficient electric or water supplies available to serve the project from existing 
infrastructure, entitlements and resources, or requires new or expanded 
entitlements: 

 
• Pursuant to Section 15083.5 of the CEQA Guidelines, a water supply 

assessment prepared by the applicable water purveyor is required for any 
projects that meet the following thresholds:  

 
• Residential developments of more than 500 dwelling units. 
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• A shopping center or business establishment that will employ more than 

1,000 persons or comprise more than 500,000 square feet of floor space. 
 

• A commercial office building that will employ more than 1,000 persons or 
comprise more than 250,000 square feet of floor space. 

 
• A hotel, motel, or both with more than 500 rooms. 

 
• An industrial, manufacturing, or processing plant or industrial park 

intended to house more than 1,000 persons, occupy more than 40 acres 
of land, or comprise more than 650,000 square feet of floor space. 

 
• Any mixed-use project that demands an amount of water equal to or 

greater than the amount of water needed to serve a 500-dwelling-unit 
project.  

 
 Or as part of approval of the project, any of the following are required: 
 

• An amendment to or revision of the land use element of the City’s General 
Plan, or of a specific plan, that would result in a net increase in the stated 
population density or building intensity to provide for additional 
development 

 
• The adoption of a specific plan, unless the City has previously complied 

with this section for the project 
 

• Would the project otherwise generate a demand for electrical energy and/or 
water such that existing electric and/or water supplies would not be adequate to 
support the project in addition to existing entitlements?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, the appropriate investigations 
should include a water or electricity demand and available capacity study 
prepared to the satisfaction of the Pasadena Department of Water and Power, 
and if necessary, identification of the water or electricity improvements required 
to serve the project.   

 
5. The following should be considered to determine if the project would result in a 

determination by the wastewater treatment provider that serves or might serve the 
project that it has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments: 

 
• Would the project generate a demand for water such that existing water supplies 

would not be adequate to support the project in addition to existing 
commitments?  If so, additional investigation is normally required.  In such a 
case, the case planner should contact the Public Works Department to determine 
the appropriate investigation required for the project.    
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6. The following should be considered to determine if the project would be served by a 

landfill with insufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs: 
 
• Would the project generate an amount of trash/solid waste that, in combination 

with existing commitments, exceeds existing landfill capacity?  If so, additional 
investigation is normally required.  In such a case, contact the applicable solid 
waste purveyor to determine the appropriate investigation. 
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SECTION 3.0 
REQUIRED STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES 

 
Required Standards and Best Practices identify the federal, state, regional, county and 
local laws, statutes, guidelines, and regulations that govern the individual area of impact 
pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines.  The City of Pasadena should consider these 
required standards and best practices when rendering decisions on projects that have 
the potential to affect the individual impact areas.  

 
3.1 STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW 
 
When either condition 1 and/or 2 below exist the Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative 
Declaration or Notice of Preparation of an EIR must be sent to the California Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse: 
 

1. The project has the possibility of impacting an area for which a state agency is a 
trustee or responsible agency (such as an historic resource); or 

 
2. The project is of regional significance according to State CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15206 (b) below. 
 

Section 15206 
 
 (b) The Lead Agency shall determine that a proposed project is of statewide, 

regional, or areawide significance if the project meets any of the following 
criteria: 

  
(1) A proposed local general plan, element, or amendment thereof for which an 

EIR was prepared. If a Negative Declaration was prepared for the plan, 
element, or amendment, the document need not be submitted for review. 

  
(2) A project has the potential for causing significant effects on the environment 

extending beyond the city or county in which the project would be located. 
Examples of the effects include generating significant amounts of traffic or 
interfering with the attainment or maintenance of state or national air quality 
standards. Projects subject to this subsection include: 

  
(A) A proposed residential development of more than 500 dwelling units. 
  
(B) A proposed shopping center or business establishment employing more 

than 1,000 persons or encompassing more than 500,000 square feet of 
floor space. 

  
(C) A proposed commercial office building employing more than 1,000 

persons or encompassing more than 250,000 square feet of floor space. 
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(D) A proposed hotel/motel development of more than 500 rooms. 
  

(E) A proposed industrial, manufacturing, or processing plant, or industrial 
park planned to house more than 1,000 persons, occupying more than 
40 acres of land, or encompassing more than 650,000 square feet of 
floor area. 

  
(3) A project which would result in the cancellation of an open space contract 

made pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Williamson 
Act) for any parcel of 100 or more acres. 

  
(4) A project for which an EIR and not a Negative Declaration was prepared 

which would be located in and would substantially impact the following areas 
of critical environmental sensitivity: 

  
(A) The Lake Tahoe Basin. 
  
(B) The Santa Monica Mountains Zone as defined by Section 33105 of the 

Public Resources Code. 
  
(C) The California Coastal Zone as defined in, and mapped pursuant to, 

Section 30103 of the Public Resources Code. 
  
(D) An area within 1/4 mile of a wild and scenic river as defined by Section 

5093.5 of the Public Resources Code. 
  
(E) The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, as defined in Water Code Section 

12220. 
  
(F) The Suisun Marsh as defined in Public Resources Code Section 29101. 
  
(G) The jurisdiction of the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development 

Commission as defined in Government Code Section 66610. 
  

(5) A project which would substantially affect sensitive wildlife habitats including 
but not limited to riparian lands, wetlands, bays, estuaries, marshes, and 
habitats for endangered, rare and threatened species as defined by Section 
15380 of this Chapter. 

 
 (6) A project which would interfere with attainment of regional water quality 

standards as stated in the approved areawide waste treatment management 
plan. 

  
(7) A project which would provide housing, jobs, or occupancy for 500 or more 

people within 10 miles of a nuclear power plant.  
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21087, Public Resources Code; 
Reference: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. 
 

When submitting CEQA documents to the State Clearinghouse the document should be 
submitted as 15 printed copies as well as in electronic or diskette form if possible (State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15206 (b)).  The State Clearinghouse also requests the 
“Notice of Completion and Environmental Document Transmittal Form” (as included in 
Section 6 of this document) be included with any submittal of document to the State 
Clearinghouse.  For additional guidance in complying with State Clearinghouse 
requirements see the “State Clearinghouse Handbook” (January 2004) or successor to 
this document.   
 
Lead agencies should also submit CEQA documents to the appropriate metropolitan 
area council of governments for review and comment.  For the City of Pasadena the 
appropriate metropolitan area council of governments is SCAG. 
 
State Clearinghouse address: 

 
By Federal Express or special delivery 

State of California, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State 
Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95814-3044 

 
By U.S. Mail 

State of California, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State 
Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Regional Clearinghouse 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
Intergovernmental Review Section 
818 West Seventh Street, 12th floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435 
Telephone (213) 236-1800 
Fax            (213) 236-1962                          
 

 
3.2 AGENCY CONSULTATION 
 
Water Agencies 
 
Review by water agencies is required if the project meets the criteria of CEQA 
guidelines section 15083.5.  These criteria are similar to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15206 quoted above. 
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Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
 
When a project would have statewide, regional, or areawide significance, Public 
Resources Code Section 21902.4 requires the lead agency to consult with the regional 
transportation planning agency and public agencies that have transportation facilities 
which could be affected.  
 
Surrounding Jurisdictions 
 
The City of Pasadena shares its boundary with the following entities: The Cities of Sierra Madre, 
Arcadia, San Marino, South Pasadena, Glendale, and La Cañada – Flintridge, the communities 
of Eagle Rock and Highland Park within the City of Los Angeles, the U.S. Forest Service and 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the County of Los Angeles..   
 
When there is a project that is adjacent to or has environmental impacts that may affect one of 
or more of these surrounding jurisdictions, the following notices should be sent to the 
jurisdiction: 
 
Negative Declaration Notices: 

• Notice of Intent 
 

EIR Notices 
• Notice of Preparation 
• Notice of Availability/Notice of Completion 

 
See the city’s “Environmental Notices List” in the Environmental Folder in the W drive 
for a complete list of contact information. 
  
3.3 FEDERAL PROJECTS 
 
Projects being built or partially built with federal funds or under a federal program 
normally must comply with the National Environmental Protection Act. (NEPA).  The 
federal agency under which the project is being funded and/or built must be consulted 
for that agency’s procedures for implementing NEPA.  Unlike California, where the 
CEQA Guidelines apply statewide to all state agencies and local lead agencies, each 
federal agency may have their own guidelines for implementing NEPA. 
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3.4 AESTHETICS 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The required standards and best practices set the context for the range of issues 
related to aesthetics that the City of Pasadena shall consider in evaluating the 
project’s potential effect on aesthetics.  The project’s potential to affect 
Pasadena’s aesthetic resources is considered relative to the City of Pasadena 
Comprehensive General Plan, Design Guidelines and Zoning Code for applicable 
areas of the City.  In addition, the City is bordered in part by lands subject to the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Forest Service, the City of Los Angeles, and seven other 
cities.  Where projects are visible from adjoining jurisdictions, the City might wish 
to consider potential effects within the context of the applicable land-use plan. 
  
FEDERAL   
 
To the north adjacent to the Upper Arroyo Seco, the City of Pasadena borders 
the Angeles National Forest.  Any projects undertaken in the Upper Arroyo Seco 
shall be evaluated in light of the potential effect on the aesthetic characteristics of 
the Angeles National Forest, which are managed pursuant to the Land and 
Resources Management Plan for the Angeles National Forest. 
 
STATE 
 
Scenic Highways 
 
California’s Scenic Highway Program preserves and protects scenic highway 
corridors from changes that would diminish their aesthetic value.  At the time of 
preparation of this document the only designated state scenic highway in the City 
of Pasadena is the Angeles Crest Highway (State Highway 2), which located 
north of Arroyo Seco Canyon in the extreme northwest portion of the City.  
Caltrans also identifies the Foothill Freeway (1-210) as an “eligible” state scenic 
highway from S.R. 134 to I-5.  Caltrans maintains a database of scenic highways 
that is currently available at the following website:  
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/.   
 
Undergrounding of Electric Utilities 
 
California Public Utilities Commission Rule 20 is used to implement electric 
underground programs.  Undergrounding of electric overhead wires has 
aesthetics benefits both in the reducing the number of overhead wires and in 
removing power poles, which may have been used to mount streetlights.  
Mounting streetlights on utility poles can lead to light pollution from unnecessary 
spillover due to the height of the streetlight.  
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OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
 
The Altadena Community of the County of Los Angeles is also adjacent to and north of 
the City of Pasadena.  Other unincorporated areas of the County of Los Angeles border 
the northeastern and southeastern boundaries of the City of Pasadena.  County-
designated Scenic Experience Areas are listed and mapped in the Los Angeles County 
Regional Recreation Areas Plan.  The potential for projects in the City of Pasadena to 
significantly impact adjoining property in the County of Los Angeles should be evaluated 
in light of the Los Angeles County Regional Recreation Areas Plan.  In addition to the 
unincorporated areas of the County, the City of Pasadena shares its boundary with 
several entities: The cities of Sierra Madre, Arcadia, San Marino, South Pasadena, 
Glendale, and La Cañada – Flintridge, the communities of Eagle Rock and Highland 
Park within the City of Los Angeles, the U.S. Forest Service and National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) and the County of Los Angeles..   
 
Although the City is not required to conform to the goals and policies of an 
adjoining jurisdiction, impacts to designated Scenic Vistas from adjacent cities 
are a potential impact that should be considered in light of the applicable element 
of the adopted General Plan. 
 
CITY  
 
City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 

 
Elements of the General Plan which contain policies and objectives relating to 
aesthetics include: Land Use (for example, height limits in certain areas); Mobility 
(if it includes scenic highways from the 1975 Scenic Highways Element); the 
1976 Conservation Element or its successor; the 1976 Open Space Element or 
its successor the Green Space, Arts and Cultural Element; and the Arts and 
Cultural portion of this element.   
 
Relevant objectives and policies from the General Plan Land Use Element (2004) 
include: 
 
OBJECTIVE 5 – CHARACTER AND SCALE OF PASADENA: Preservation of 

Pasadena’s character and scale, including its traditional urban design form 
and historic character, shall be given highest priority in the consideration 
of future development. 
 
Policy 5.1 – Urban Design Principles: Apply citywide urban design 

principles to complement the scale and quality of the best of our 
architectural and urban design traditions. 
 

Policy 5.2 – Urban Design Guidelines: Adopt urban design guidelines for 
each targeted development area and/or each identifiable design 
district in Pasadena. 
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Policy 5.3 – Character and Identity: Urban design programs, including 
principles and guidelines, shall reinforce the City’s unique 
character, scale and identity. 
 

Policy 5.4 – Neighborhood Character and Identity: Urban design 
programs, including principles and guidelines, shall recognize, 
maintain and enhance the character and identity of existing 
residential and commercial neighborhoods. 
 

Policy 5.5 – Architectural and Design Excellence: The City shall actively 
promote architectural and design excellence in buildings, open 
space and urban design and shall discourage poor quality 
development. 
 

Policy 5.9 – Contextual and Compatible Design: Urban design programs 
shall ensure that new development shall respect Pasadena’s 
heritage by requiring that new development respond to its context 
and be compatible with the traditions and character of Pasadena, 
and shall promote orderly development which is compatible with its 
surrounding scale and which protects the privacy, and access to 
light and air of surrounding properties. 
 

Policy 5.10 – Spatial Attributes: Promote development that creates and 
enhances positive spatial attributes of major public streets, open 
spaces, cityscape and mountain sight lines and important 
“gateways” into the City. 
 

Policy 5.11 – Public Awareness: Promote development that creates and 
enhances positive spatial attributes of major public streets, open 
spaces, cityscape and mountain sight lines and important 
“gateways” into the City. 
 

OBJECTIVE 7 – RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS: Preserve the character and 
scale of Pasadena’s established residential neighborhoods. 
 
Policy 7.1 – Mansionization: Ensure that all new development in 

residential neighborhoods discourages mansionization. 
 

Policy 7.2 – Subdivisions: Where subdivision of existing lots is proposed, 
provide that the resultant lots in the proposed subdivision are 
consistent with the prevailing size and character of lots in the 
immediate vicinity, and that the subdivision would not have a 
substantial adverse impact on adjacent residences. 
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OBJECTIVE 22 – TRANSIT/PEDESTRIAN COORDINATION: Coordinate 
development between transit-oriented and pedestrian districts. 
 
Policy 22.1 – Urban Design: urban design programs shall encourage 

pedestrian-oriented development, including encouragement of 
pedestrian circulation among parcels, uses, transit stops, and 
public or publicly accessed spaces; requiring human scale; 
encouraging varied and articulated facades; requiring regular visual 
(as in the use of first floor windows with clear glass) and physical 
access for pedestrians; requiring that ground floor residential and 
commercial entries face and engage the street; and encouraging 
pedestrian-oriented streetscapes amenities. 
 

Policy 22.2 – Shop Orientation: Encourage a balance in the configuration 
of shops in the downtown between pedestrian and auto comfort, 
visibility and accessibility; anchor stores shall orient to the street 
and transit stops in addition to parking lots, and smaller shops shall 
orient primarily to pedestrian “main” streets and urban open 
spaces. 
 

OBJECTIVE 24 – EXISTING INSTITUTIONS: Provide long-term opportunities for 
growth of existing cultural, scientific, corporate, entertainment and 
educational institutions in balance with their surroundings. 
 

  Policy 24.3 – Urban Design: Provide clear urban design guidelines to 
facilitate the growth of existing institutions in balance with their 
surroundings. 
 

Specific Plans 
 
Through 2006, the following specific plans have been adopted and may have 
design elements: North Lake, South Fair Oaks, East Pasadena, Fair Oaks 
Orange/Grove, West Gateway, East Colorado, and Central District.  These 
specific plans, and any other subsequently adopted specific plans, should be 
reviewed if a project falls within their boundary. 
 
Master Park Plans 
 
If a project is located in or may affect a City Park, consult with the Parks and 
Natural Resources Section of Public Works Department to see if there is a 
Master Park Plan for that park.  If a Master Park Plan exists, review the plan for 
any design guidelines.  Through 2008 the following Master Park Plans have been 
approved: 
 

• Arroyo Seco Master Plan 2003 
o Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan 
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o Central Arroyo Park Master Plan 
o Lower Arroyo Park Master Plan 
o Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines 

• Brookside 
• Central Park 1989 
• Eaton Blanche 1983 
• Eaton Sunnyslope 
• Eaton Wash 1995/1999 
• Gwinn1995 
• Memorial 1995 
• Robinson 2002 
• Washington 2002 

 
 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
Arts Commission Chapter 2.47 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC) Chapter 2.47, Arts Commission, in section 
2.47.110 states that one the commission’s purposes and functions is to: “5. 
Encourage the provision of cultural and artistic facilities and features in public 
and commercial construction.” 
 
Design Guidelines 
 
Since the 1970s the City Council has adopted design guidelines for targeted 
areas of the City or for special uses such as service stations and auto washes. A 
partial list of guidelines is under Design Commission below. In October 2002 the 
City Council approved an updated version of the Citywide Design Principles in 
the Land Use Element of the General Plan and design guidelines for the Central 
District Specific Plan.    
 
Design Commission Chapter 2.80 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code Section 2.80.110, Design Commission-Purpose and 
Functions, states that the City Council declares that the achievement of quality in 
the architecture and urban design of the city is required in the interest of the 
prosperity, social and cultural enrichment, and general welfare of the people. The 
Design Commission Ordinance gives details on Design Review process, when it 
applies and duties of commission. This ordinance, which is in Pasadena 
Municipal Code, Title 2, Article III, Chapter 2.80, details the duties of the Design 
Review Commission.   

The Design Commission reviews exterior alterations, new construction, and 
seismic retrofitting to all buildings, including historic buildings, within the Central 
District and certain other zoning districts and all City of Pasadena owned 
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structures and facilities. The Design Commission determines if a project adheres 
to the following Design guidelines: Central District Design Guidelines, City of 
Gardens (multifamily residential developments), Playhouse Streetscapes & Alley 
Walkways, and Citywide Design Principles.  

For historic buildings and districts, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation are the base of the design guidelines.  Consult Design Guidelines 
for Historic Districts in the City of Pasadena, April 2002, and any revision to this 
document, for the most recent design guidelines for residential historic districts 
outside the Central District. 
 
Design Review Chapter 17.61.030 
 
Design Review is found in Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 17.61.030.  The 
purpose of the Design Review is to implement the General Plan urban design 
policies and the downtown urban design plan. Current (2005) thresholds for 
design review are shown on table 2.4.1-1 of this document.  Design review and 
design guidelines are two tools used to attain quality design for new projects 
proposed within Pasadena. 
 
Undergrounding of Utilities Chapter 13.14 
 
Within an Underground Utility District, an upgrade or change in electrical service 
that requires a new electrical box or vault triggers the requirement that the 
property owner install underground electrical connection from the box or vault to 
the property line near the street connection.    
   
Rules and regulations regarding undergrounding of electrical utilities are set forth 
in Chapter 13.14 of the PMC and made available to the public by a pamphlet 
titled “Regulation 21”.  This pamphlet is available from the Pasadena Water and 
Power Department. 
 
Zoning Code Chapter 17  
 
The City’s Zoning Code includes provisions to implement specific plans.  Often 
specific plans and accompanying zoning regulations encourage better design 
and aesthetics for new development within specific plan areas.  Examples 
include but may not be limited to Specific Plan Overlay Districts for North Lake, 
South Fair Oaks, West Gateway, Fair Oaks/Orange Grove, East Pasadena, East 
Colorado, and Central District.  Due to the sensitive nature of hillside residential 
development, there is a Hillside Development Overlay in addition to the 
underlying single family residential zoning in designated hillside areas. 
 
The Zoning Code has regulations which guide the development of mini-malls, 
service stations and auto washes, take-out restaurants and drive-through uses. 
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The multifamily residential portion of the Zoning Code, known as the City of 
Gardens Ordinance, contains elements which: emphasize landscaping; 
encourage good design; and new projects which blend in with the immediate 
area.  This blending is particularly important in areas transitioning from low 
density to a higher density of residential development. 
 
The Zoning Code, as revised through 2005, lists the following standards for 
controlling glare in Section 17.40.080 (Outdoor Lighting) and Section 17.40.110 
(Reflective Surfaces): 
 

- Lighting shall be energy-efficient, and shielded.  Lighting shall be 
energy-efficient or recessed so that direct glare and reflections are 
confined to the maximum extent feasible within the boundaries of the site, 
and shall be directed downward and away from adjoining properties and 
public rights-of-way.  No lighting on private property shall produce an 
illumination level greater than one footcandle on any property within a 
residential zoning district except on the site of the light sources. 

 
- Reflective glass.  For new structures, mirror or highly reflective glass 

shall not cover more than 20 percent of a structure’s surface visible from a 
street. 

 
- Metallic finishes.  In the RS and RM-12 zoning districts, the exterior walls 

and/or roof of a main structure may have a metallic finish (e.g., exposed 
metal cladding) only with the approval of a Minor Conditional Use Permit. 

 
 
Master Development Plans 
 
There are several Master Development Plans within the City that may contain 
design guidelines and other policies related to aesthetics.  Consult the 
appropriate Master Development Plan to ensure the project is consistent with all 
applicable guidelines. 
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3.5   AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The required standards and best practices describes the federal and state Laws 
that afford protection for Prime and Unique Farmlands and other farmlands of 
statewide importance that would need to be considered by the City of Pasadena 
when rendering decisions on projects that involve agricultural resources.  While 
there are currently no federally or state-designated Prime or Unique Farmlands 
or Williamson Act contracts within the City of Pasadena, there are numerous 
commercial nurseries that the City might wish to consider in its decision-making 
process. 
 
FEDERAL   
 
The Federal Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1980 and 1995 requires 
identification of proposed actions that would affect any lands classified as Prime 
and Unique Farmlands. The U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
administers this act to preserve farmland.  The act also establishes criteria for: 
 

• Identifying and considering the effects of Federal programs on the 
conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses; and 

 
• Identifying technical assistance that will be provided by the 

Department of Agriculture to federal, state, and local agencies. 
 
STATE 
 
The California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (also known as the Williamson 
Act): 
 

• Provides incentives for the preservation of prime agricultural lands; 
 

• Sets forth specific criteria governing the creation and maintenance 
of recognized preserves; and 

 
• Provides for lowered property taxes on lands maintained in 

agricultural and certain open-space uses. 
 
Although, as stated above, the City of Pasadena does not contain Prime or 
Unique Farmland, the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) in 
Sacramento can be contacted at (916) 324-0859 to ascertain the location of 
Prime Farmland in Los Angeles County.  The FMMP produces maps and 
statistical data categorized by county that are used for analyzing impacts to 
California’s agricultural resources. Agricultural land is rated according to soil 
quality and irrigation status, with the best-quality land called prime farmland. A 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-12 



 

total of 48 counties covering 44.1 million acres are mapped every two years. 
Current land-use information is gathered using aerial photographs, a 
computerized mapping system, public review, and field reconnaissance. 
 
The landowner enters into a contract with the county or city to restrict land uses 
to those compatible with agriculture, wildlife habitat, scenic corridors, recreational 
use, or open space. In return, the local authorities calculate the property tax 
assessment, assuming full commercial development; to compensate the local 
jurisdiction for reduced property tax revenue from the parcels under Williamson 
Act contract. To be eligible, the land must be: 
 

• Designated by a County or City as an agricultural preserve, scenic 
highway corridor, or wildlife habitat area; or 

 
• Actively used for the three years immediately preceding the 

beginning of the contract as a saltpond, managed wetland, or 
recreational or open-space area.    

 
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan does not have an 
agricultural land-use designation in its 2004 adopted Land Use Element or an 
agricultural zoning district in its Zoning Code.  Within the 2004 Zoning Code 
Commercial Growing Area/Grounds considered a commercial land use.  
Commercial Growing Area/Grounds allows raising of flowers, orchard crops, 
ornamental trees, shrubs, or vegetables as a commercial enterprise without 
permanent structures, and without the on-site storage of nursery equipment.  
Commercial Growing Area/Grounds is permitted in the CG (General Commercial), 
CL (Limited Commercial),  and IG (General Industrial) zones and conditionally in the RS 
(Residential Single-Family), and RM (Residential Multi-Family) districts.  The use is also 
permitted within certain specific plan areas. 
 
As described in the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance in the Pasadena 
Municipal Code, section 3.32.120, Natural Preservation Area, there are special 
Regulations limiting planting to native plants with the exception of La Casitas.  
The special preservation area is defined in PMC 3.32.100 as those portions of 
the Arroyo Seco in the Lower Arroyo between Holly Street Bridge and the 
southern City limit, the flood control channel area west and south of Brookside 
Park, and the area north of Brookside Golf Course to Devil’s Gate Dam.   
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3.6 AIR QUALITY 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The required standards and best practices identifies the federal and state laws 
that govern the protection of air quality and should be considered by the City of 
Pasadena when making decisions on projects that involve construction, 
operation, or maintenance activities resulting in air emissions.  All public and 
private projects in the City of Pasadena that involve the construction, 
modification, or operation of a facility or equipment that might emit pollutants 
from a stationary source into the atmosphere must obtain an Authority to 
Construct from the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
 
Responsibility for attaining and maintaining ambient air-quality standards in 
California is divided between the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and 
regional air-pollution control or air-quality management districts.  Areas of control 
for the regional districts are set by CARB, which divides the state into air basins, 
based largely on topography that facilitates or limits airflow across or within 
county boundaries.  The non-desert portions of Los Angeles, San Bernardino and 
Riverside counties, together with all of Orange County, comprise the South Coast 
Air Basin (SCAB), which is controlled by the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District.  
 
Air quality in the SCAB is regulated by federal, state, and regional control 
authorities.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is involved in local 
air-quality planning through the Federal Clean Air Act (Federal CAA), as 
amended in 1990.  In California, the Lewis Air Quality Management Act (originally 
adopted in 1976 and substantially amended in 1987) and the California Clean Air 
Act (California CAA) of 1988 set air-quality planning and regulatory 
responsibilities for the SCAB.   CARB is responsible for coordinating statewide 
planning and control efforts and for conducting research on air-pollution 
problems.  At the regional level, the SCAQMD and SCAG are responsible for 
preparing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), which contains measures to 
meet federal and state requirements.  When approved by CARB and the Federal 
EPA, the AQMP becomes part of the State Implementation Plan for the SCAB.   
 
FEDERAL 
 

The Federal EPA sets National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS or 
federal standards).  Air quality in the United States is determined for seven 
common pollutants by measurement of the concentration of these pollutants in 
ambient air (air located in areas of public access). There are seven federal 
criteria pollutants for which ambient standards have been established: Ozone 
(O3), Carbon Monoxide (CO), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), Sulfur Dioxide (SO2), 
Particulate Matter (PM10), very fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) and Lead (Pb). 
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Existing national standards are shown in Table 3.6-1, Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, together with state standards.   
 
The air quality in air basins throughout the country is measured to determine if 
these NAAQS are met or exceeded.  Air basins that meet the NAAQS are 
considered to be in “attainment” with federal standards, while air basis that 
exceed the NAAQS are considered to be in “non-attainment”.  The CAA requires 
states that contain non-attainment air basins to establish plans to achieve the 
NAAQS.  These plans are known as State Implementation Plans (SIP).   
 
Table 3.6.2 shows the attainment status of the SCAB, the basin in which 
Pasadena lies.  The SCAB is considered to be in non-attainment for O3, PM10, 
and PM2.5.     
 
STATE 
 
California Clean Air Act (CAA) Standards 
 
In addition to the NAAQS, the State of California set California Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (CAAQS or state standards) with the California CAA of 1988.  
The California CAA sets state standards for O3, CO, SO2, NO2, PM10, PM2.5, 
lead, sulfates, hydrogen sulfide, vinyl chloride, and visibility-reducing particles.  
Existing state standards are shown in Table 3.6-1, Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, together with federal standards.  California's standards are generally 
stricter than national standards for the same pollutants; however, there is no 
penalty for non-attainment.   
 
Like the federal standards, air basins in California are determined to be in 
“attainment” or “non-attainment” with the CAAQS.  The current attainment status 
of the SCAB is shown in Table 3.6.2.  Non-attainment areas were required to 
adopt plans in 1991 to meet state standards and to revise these plans every 
three years.  The SCAQMD adopted its most recent AQMP in 2007.  This AQMP 
is SCAQMD’s plan to bring the SCAB into attainment with both state and federal 
standards, as is considered the SCAB’s portion of the SIP. 
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TABLE 3.6-1 
AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS 

 

NATIONAL AIR 
POLLUTANT PRIMARY SECONDARY STATE 

Ozone (O3) >0.12 ppm, 1-hr avg. 
>0.08 ppm, 8-hr avg. 

>0.12 ppm, 1-hr avg. 
>0.08 ppm, 8-hr avg. 

>0.09 ppm, 1-hr avg. 
>0.070 ppm, 8-hr avg.  

Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) 

≥ 9 ppm, 8-hr. avg. 
>35 ppm, 1-hr. avg. 

--- >9.0 ppm, 8-hr. avg. 
>20 ppm. 1-hr. avg. 

Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) 

>0.0534 ppm, AAM >0.0534 ppm, AAM >0.25 ppm, 1-hr. avg. 

Sulfur Dioxide 
(SO2) 

>0.03 ppm, AAM 
>0.14 ppm, 24-hr. avg. 

>0.50 ppm, 3-hr. avg. >.25 ppm 1-hr 
>0.04 ppm, 24-hr avg.  

Respirable 
Particulate Matter 
(PM10) 

>150 µg/m3, 24-hr avg. 
>50 µg/m3 AAM 

>150 µg/m3, 24-hr avg.
>50 µg/m3 AAM 

>50 µg/m3, 24-hr. avg. 
>20 µg/m3 AAM 

Fine Particulate 
Matter (PM2.5) 

≥65 µg/m3, 24-hr avg. 
≥15 µg/m3 AAM  

≥65 µg/m3, 24-hr avg. 
≥15 µg/m3 AAM  

>12 µg/m3 AAM 

Sulfates (SO4) --- --- >25 µg/m3, 24-hr avg. 
Lead (Pb) >1.5 µg/m3, calendar 

quarter 
>1.5 µg/m3, calendar 
quarter 

>1.5 µg/m3, monthly 
avg. 

Hydrogen Sulfide 
(H2S) --- --- 

>0.03 ppm, 1-hr avg. 

Vinyl Chloride  
--- --- 

>0.010 ppm, 24-hr 
avg. 

Visibility-
Reducing 
Particles 

--- --- Insufficient amount to 
reduce prevailing 
visibility to less than 
10 miles at relative 
humidity less than 
70%, 1 observation 

Source:   California Air Resources Board (CARB) (05/06/2005) 
Note: ppm = parts per million by volume              AAM = annual arithmetic mean 
              > = greater than                                         AGM = annual geometric mean 
              ≥ = greater than or equal to 
              µg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter 
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TABLE 3.6-2 
SOUTH COAST AIR BASIN ATTAINMENT STATUS FOR 

FEDERAL AND STATE AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS 
 
 

Pollutant Federal Standard Statusa, b California Standard Status 
Ozone (O3) (1-hour standard) Non-Attainment (Extreme) Non-Attainment 
Ozone (O3) (8-hour standard) Non-Attainment (Severe-17)  N/A 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Attainment  Attainment  
Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Attainment Attainment 
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) Attainment Attainment 
PM10 Non-Attainment (Serious) Non-Attainment 
PM2.5 Non-Attainment Non-Attainment  
Lead (Pb) Attainment Attainment 
 

a Non-attainment of federal standards is categorized into seven levels of severity: basic, marginal, moderate, serious, 
severe-15, severe-17, and extreme.  The 15 and 17 designations identify the number of years within which attainment 
must be achieved. 
 
b An air basin is designated as being in attainment for a pollutant if the standard for that pollutant was not violated at any 
site in that air basin during a three-year period. 
 
Source: California Air Resources Board web applications (http://www.arb.ca.gov/desig/desig.htm and 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqs/aqs.htm), 2005. 
 
 
REGIONAL 
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 
 
The SCAQMD is responsible for formulating and implementing the AQMP for the 
SCAB, in which the City of Pasadena lies.  Designated portions of an AQMP, 
which are prepared or subsequently revised to comply with the national ambient 
air standards, are submitted to CARB for incorporation in the SIP with plans and 
regulations from other air-quality management and air-pollution control districts in 
the state.  Because air-quality plans are prepared to meet both California CAA 
and Federal CAA requirements, they might be broader than federal requirements 
in certain respects. 
 
SCAQMD adopted the most recent AQMP for the SCAB in 2007.  This AQMP is 
SCAQMD’s plan to bring the SCAB into attainment with both state and federal 
standards, as is considered the SCAB’s portion of the SIP.  The programs and 
policies of the AQMP are designed to reduce emissions at their source, such as 
emission standards for cars and heavy trucks, fuel regulations, and limits on 
emissions from consumer products.   
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South Coast Air Quality Management District Rules and Regulations 
 
Some SCAQMD rules and regulations, particularly Rule 402—Nuisance, Rule 
403—Fugitive Dust, and Rule 1113—Architectural Coatings might apply to 
projects during construction.  Rule 402 states that a person shall not discharge 
from any source whatsoever such quantities of air contaminants or other material 
which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable 
number of persons or to the public, or which cause, or have a natural tendency to 
cause, injury or damage to business or property.  Rule 403, which restricts 
emissions of fugitive dust, applies primarily to controlling emissions during 
construction and specifies control measures to reduce sources of fugitive dust.  
The purpose of Rule 1113 is “to limit the VOC content of architectural coatings 
used in the District or to allow the averaging of such coatings, as specified, so 
their actual emissions do not exceed the allowable emissions if all the averaged 
coatings had complied with the specified limits.” 

 
Sensitive Receptors 
 
Sensitive receptors must be afforded special consideration when evaluating 
potential impacts related to air quality.  The SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality 
Handbook, Figure 5-1 is adapted below as Table 3.6-3; Land Uses Considered 
To Be Sensitive Receptors.  

 
TABLE 3.6-3 

LAND USES CONSIDERED TO BE SENSITIVE RECEPTORS  
 

                                 Land Use Category 
Athletic Facilities Rehabilitation Centers 
Child Care Centers Residences 
Convalescent Centers Retirement Homes 
Long-term Health Care Facilities Schools 
Playgrounds  

      
Occupants of these uses are likely to be the young, old, ill, chronically ill and 
persons of all ages participating in recreational and/or physical activities.  
 
SCAQMD Daily Emissions Threshold Criteria 
 
As described in Section 2 of this document (Thresholds for Study), the SCAQMD 
has thresholds for daily emissions.  These thresholds are in Table 2.4.3-1 of 
Section 2. 
 
CARB’s “Recommendations on Siting New Sensitive Land Uses Such As 
Residences, Schools, Daycare Centers, Playgrounds, or Medical Facilities” 
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As described in Thresholds for Study Section 2 of the Environmental 
Administrative Procedures City of Pasadena, CARB has identified 
recommendations for the siting of new sensitive land uses.  These 
recommendations are contained in Table 1-1 of CARB’s “Air Quality and Land 
Use Handbook: A Community Heath Perspective” (April 2005). 
 
West San Gabriel Valley Air Quality Plan 
 
Under the AQMP, local governments are responsible for implementing the 
transportation and land-use measures identified in that document.  As air quality 
transcends jurisdictional boundaries, regional plans can help cities coordinate 
their efforts, thus enhancing the effectiveness of their individual air-quality plans 
and policies.  For this reason, and with funding from the SCAQMD, 16 cities 
within the West San Gabriel Valley agreed to participate in the preparation of a 
regional air-quality plan.  Pasadena was one of the cities participating in the 
plan’s preparation in 1992. The plan, titled the West San Gabriel Valley Air 
Quality Plan (WSGVAQP), consists of 55 policies that cover the following eleven 
separate issues: 
   

• Interjurisdictional Communication and Cooperation 
• Public Participation and Education 
• Land Use – Transportation Balance 
• New Emission Control Technologies 
• Commute Trip Reductions 
• Noncommute Trip Reductions 
• Circulation Improvements 
• Air-Source Controls 
• Energy Conservation 
• Waste Management  
• Tax Policy 

 
The plan is intended to be a guide for the participating cities.  Each of the 
member cities can decide whether or not to adopt the plan or adopt portions of 
the plan.  Certain policies were identified as “core policies” which, if adopted by 
all member cities, would increase the effectiveness of the plan.   

 
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan Mobility Element and Land 
Use Element Updates were adopted in November 2004.  These elements, or any 
subsequent version of these elements should be used for the latest policies 
regarding air quality. Certain policies that are relevant to air quality are also 
relevant to Transportation and Traffic, Section 3.16 of this document, as vehicle 
emissions are the primary source of air pollutants. 
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Relevant Policies of the 2004 Land Use and Mobility Elements of The City of 
Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan include but may not be limited to the 
following:  
 
The 2004 Adopted Mobility Element 
 
The 2004 Mobility Element of the City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
includes a variety of Policies that focus on reducing dependency on the 
automobile.  These policies are relevant to air quality, in that automobile trips are 
the major source of air pollution in the City.  A selection of relevant Policies from 
the 2004 Mobility Element include: 
 
 Policy 1.18 -  Support the sustaining of recent improvements in air quality 

and achieve further significant progress in such improvements 
to meet State and Federal Mandates. 

 
 Policy1.1 -  Provide for new multifamily residential development in key 

transit corridors and provide for new employment in these 
corridors. 

 
 Policy 1.2 - Allow mixed-use zoning that includes housing and commercial 

uses to encourage living and working in the same  area and to 
achieve a reduction of trips. 

 
 Policy 1.6 - Provide priority treatment for transit services with respect to 

location of stops.  Improve traffic signal system in the City’s 
multimodal corridors to enhance overall system performance. 

 
 Policy 1.7 - Focus development densities for residential and non 

residential land uses around the six Gold Line Light Rail 
stations within City boundaries. 

 
 Policy 1.8 - Continue programs to implement both transportation 

improvements and automobile demand reduction programs 
that mitigate the impacts of new developments. 

 
 Policy 1.9 - Promote the enhancement of attractive, convenient non-auto 

services providing access to neighborhood districts, 
community and regional centers, and mixed-use boulevards.  

 
 Policy 1.12 - Promote environmentally friendly and convenient 

transportation services. 
 
 Policy 1.17 - Develop parking guidelines for new developments located in 

proximity to transit that establish capped parking requirements 
to reflect proximity to transit and encourage its use.  
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 Policy 1.21 - Pursue funding opportunities to implement programs and 

projects that contribute to the City’s overall transportation 
vision of achieving a livable community where people can 
circulate without cars.  

 
 Policy 2.1 - Promote the eastward extension of the Gold Line Light Rail 

transit service, related commuter parking facilities, and the 
expansion and use of regional and local bus transit service. 

 
 Policy 2.2 - Develop local feeder-circulator transit services connecting 

residential neighborhoods and places of activity with Gold Line 
Light Rail stations. 

 
 Policy 2.3 - Seek funding to expand the Pasadena ARTS service to 

provide increased local transit service throughout the 
community. 

 
 Policy 2.4 - Encourage the construction of safe, clean, and attractive 

transit stops by including consideration of such improvements 
along with bicycle facilities an pedestrian amenities in the 
City’s project review process. 

 
 Policy 2.5 - Encourage all transit operators to coordinate services, fare 

policies, and programs at major transit stations in order to 
enhance reliability of service, enable convenient transfers, 
promote pedestrian safety, and better inform the public about 
travel options. 

 
 Policy 2.6 - Promote the multimodal function of transit centers (bus and 

rail) along with clear and easy-to-understand transit user 
information (route, schedule, fare, transfer policy, etc.). 

 
 Policy 2.7 - Promote improvements for pedestrians to support vibrant and 

active streets and major places of activity. 
 
 Policy 2.8 - Develop and maintain a comprehensive and integrated system 

o bikeways and increase bicycle racks at major destinations to 
promote bicycle riding for commuting and recreation.  

 
 Policy 2.9 - Foster programs and initiatives that promote non-auto travel 

such as vanpools, ride-sharing and car-sharing membership 
services.  

 
 Policy 2.10 - Develop zoning guidelines to promote and foster 

establishment of transit Oriented Districts adjacent to light-rail 
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stations to encourage living and working within the same 
community area.  

 
 Policy 3.13 - Minimize the widening of significant portion of streets to 

promote non-auto travel and protect parkland throughout this 
process.  

 
 Policy 4.10 - Assist employers in developing transportation benefit 

programs for transit users to provide options that are 
competitive with automobiles.  

 
The 2004 Adopted Land-Use Element 

 
In addition to the Mobility Element, the 2004 Land Use Element of the City of 
Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan includes a variety of Policies that relate, 
either directly or indirectly, to air quality.  As with the Mobility Element, many of 
the Land Use Element Policies focus on reducing dependency on the 
automobile.  A selection of relevant Policies from the 2004 Land Use Element 
include: 

 
 
Policy 1.3 - Transit-Oriented and Pedestrian-Oriented Development: - 

Within targeted development areas, cluster development near 
light rail stations and along major transportation corridors 
thereby creating transit development “nodes” and encouraging 
pedestrian access. (Same as Policy 21.1)  

 
Policy 1.4 - Mixed Use: Authorize and encourage Mixed Use development 

in targeted areas, including in-town housing, live-work spaces, 
and in-town commercial uses.  

 
Policy 1.5 - Urban Villages: Authorize and encourage Urban Villages 

where appropriate and feasible in the urban core.  
 
Policy 1.6 - Neighborhood Commercial: Encourage the provision of 

businesses that serve residents within walking distance of 
homes. 

 
Policy 18.1 - Air Quality: Improve the air quality in Pasadena and in the 

region. 
 
Policy 20.1 - Transit Accessibility: Increase accessibility of all public 

transportation services. 
 
Policy 20.2 - Traffic Congestion: Reduce traffic congestion and protect 

residential neighborhoods from traffic impacts. 
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Policy 20.3 - Bicycles/Pedestrians: Promote the use of non-motorized 

modes of transportation, such as bicycles and walking within 
the City.  

 
Policy 20.5 - Transportation/Human Services Linkage: Provide 

convenient, economical and accessible transportation services 
between residents and agencies delivering human services 
between residents and agencies delivering human services.  

 
Policy 21.2 - Specific Plans: Develop Specific Plan for targeted 

development areas which will emphasize Mixed Use, 
pedestrian activity, and transit including authorizing and 
encouraging Urban Villages where feasible. 

 
Policy 21.3 - Main Corridors/Downtown Circulator: Re-establish Lake 

Avenue and Colorado Boulevard as the main corridors of 
development and transportation in the City, including 
promoting the development and operation of a circulator 
system to serve downtown commercial areas and linked to 
light rail stations. 

  
Policy 21.4 - Availability: Increase the availability of public and private 

transit and encourage transit use through improving services, 
stations and connections. 

 
Policy 21.9 - Regional Approach: Promote a regional approach to 

transportation services in cooperation with other cities. 
 
Policy 22.1 - Urban Design: Urban design programs shall encourage 

pedestrian-oriented development, including encouragement of 
pedestrian circulation among parcels, uses, transit stops, and 
public or publicly accessed spaces; requiring human scale; 
encouraging varied and articulated facades; requiring regular 
visual )as in the use of first floor windows with clear glass) and 
physical access for pedestrians; requiring that ground floor 
residential and commercial entries face and engage the street; 
and encouraging pedestrian-oriented streetscapes amenities. 

 
Policy 22.2 - Shop Orientation: Encourage a balance in the configuration 

of shops in the downtown between pedestrian and auto 
comfort, visibility and accessibility; anchor stores shall orient 
to the street and transit stops in addition to parking lots, and 
smaller shops shall orient primarily to pedestrian “main” 
streets and urban open spaces.  
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Policy 22.3 - Pedestrian Access: Encourage clear, direct and comfortable 
pedestrian access to the city’s urban core and transit stops.  

 
Policy 22.4 - Open Space: Where a park, natural open space or urban 

open space exists adjacent to or near transit-oriented 
development, these features should be incorporated into the 
development as open amenities. 

 
Policy 22.5 - Pedestrian/Bicycle Shelters: Transit stops in a transit-

oriented development shall provide shelter for pedestrians, 
and secure bicycle storage.  

 
Policy 23.1 - Pedestrian Movement: Intersections and streets within 

transit-oriented developments shall be designed to facilitate 
pedestrian movement. 

 
Policy 23.2 - Bicycle Connections: The street network system must 

provide bicycle connections to transit-oriented development 
commercial areas and transit stops.  

 
Policy 23.3 - Bicycle Parking: Provide bicycle-parking facilities throughout 

commercial areas, at transit stops and in developments which 
include offices.  

 
Policy 23.4 - Mitigation Measures: Adopt and implement mitigation 

measures as necessary to resolve significant existing traffic or 
other infrastructure capacity constrains.  

 
CLIMATE CHANGE/GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
 
Climate change and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions have been the subject of 
recent state legislation and executive order.  These regulations and policies are 
summarized below.  However, it is important to note that California’s regulation of 
greenhouse gasses continues to evolve as information is gathered and legislative 
milestones are met.  As such, the CARB’s Climate Change website 
(http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/cc.htm) should be reviewed for California’s most recent 
GHG policies and regulations. 
 
California Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) 
 
In September 2006, the California legislature passed the California Global 
Warming Solutions Act (CGWSA), which was added to Health and Safety Code 
Section 38500 (also commonly referred to as AB 32).  The CGWSA requires that 
the state reduce emissions of GHG to 1990 levels by 2020.  This reduction will 
be accomplished through an enforceable statewide cap on GHG emissions that 
will be phased-in starting in 2012.  To effectively implement the cap, CGWSA 
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directs CARB to develop appropriate regulations and establish a mandatory 
reporting system to track and monitor GHG emission levels. 
   
The CGWSA mandates that by January 1, 2008, CARB must determine what the 
statewide GHG emissions level was in 1990 and approve a statewide GHG 
emissions limit that is equivalent to the level to be achieved by 2020.  On or 
before January 1, 2011, CARB must adopt GHG emission limits and emission 
reduction measures by regulation to achieve the maximum technologically 
feasible and cost-effective reductions in GHG emissions in furtherance of 
achieving the statewide GHG emissions limit, to become operative beginning on 
January 1, 2012. 
 
Pursuant to the CGWSA, the CARB has published a list of recommended Early 
Action Measures to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in California3 (see 
Table 3.6-4).  This list contains a total of 44 recommended measures, nine of 
which are “Discrete Early Actions”4 pursuant to the CGWSA and the remaining 
35 are “Early Actions”5.  Discrete early action measures are measures that will 
be in place and enforceable by January 1, 2010. The discrete early action items 
include: (1) a Low Carbon Fuel standards for ethanol, biodiesel, hydrogen, 
electricity, compressed natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas and biogas; (2) 
restrictions on High Global Warming Potential Refrigerants; (3) Landfill Methane 
Capture, (4) Smartway Truck Efficiency; (5) Port Electrification; (6) Reduction of 
perfluorocarbons from the semiconductor industry; (7) Reduction of propellants in 
consumer products; (8) Tire inflation; and (9) Sulfur Hexafluoride (SF6) 
reductions from non-electricity sector. Appendix Air Quality lists all 44 of the early 
action measures. 
 
 

Table 3.6-4 
GHG Reduction Measures Underway or to be Initiated by CARB in the 2007-2012 

Period 
ID # Sector Strategy Name 

1 Fuels Above Ground Storage Tanks 
2 Transportation Diesel – Offroad equipment (non-agricultural) 
3 Forestry Forestry protocol endorsement 
4 Transportation Diesel – Port trucks 
5 Transportation Diesel – Vessel main engine fuel specifications 
6 Transportation Diesel – Commercial harbor craft 
7 Transportation Green ports 

                                                 
3 California Air Resources Board.  October 2007.  Expanded List of Early Action Measures to 
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in California Recommended for Board Consideration. 
4 Discrete Early Action – Greenhouse gas reduction measure underway or to be initiated by ARB 
that meets the AB 32 legal definition as identified by the Health and Safety Code Section 
38560.5. Discrete early actions are regulations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions adopted by 
the Board and enforceable by January 1, 2010. 
5 Early Action – Greenhouse gas reduction measures underway or to be initiated by ARB in the 
2007 – 2012 timeframe. These measures may be regulatory or non-regulatory in nature. 
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Table 3.6-4 
GHG Reduction Measures Underway or to be Initiated by CARB in the 2007-2012 

Period 
ID # Sector Strategy Name 

8 Agriculture Manure management (methane digester protocol) 
9 Education Local gov. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction guidance / protocols 
10 Education Business GHG reduction guidance / protocols 
11 Energy Efficiency Cool communities program 
12 Commercial Reduce high Global Warming Potential (GWP) GHGs in products 
13 Commercial Reduction of PFCs from semiconductor industry 
14 Transportation SmartWay truck efficiency 
15 Transportation Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) 
16 Transportation Reduction of HFC-134a from DIY Motor Vehicle AC servicing 
17 Waste Improved landfill gas capture 
18 Fuels Gasoline disperser hose replacement 
19 Fuels Portable outboard marine tanks 
20 Transportation Standards for off-cycle driving conditions 
21 Transportation Diesel – Privately owned on-road trucks 
22 Transportation Anti-idling enforcement 
23 Commercial SF6 reductions from the non-electric sector 
24 Transportation Tire inflation program 
25 Transportation Cool automobile paints 
26 Cement Cement (A): Blended cements 
27 Cement Cement (B): Energy efficiency of California cement facilities 
28 Transportation Ban on HFC release from Motor Vehicle AC service / dismantling 
29 Transportation Diesel – offroad equipment (agricultural) 
30 Transportation Add AC leak tightness test and repair to Smog Check 
31 Agriculture Research on GHG reductions from nitrogen land applications 
32 Commercial Specifications for commercial refrigeration 
33 Oil and Gas Reduction in venting / leaks from oil and gas systems 
34 Transportation Requirement of low-GWP GHGs for new Motor Vehicle ACs 
35 Transportation Hybridization of medium and heavy-duty diesel vehicles 
36 Electricity Reduction of SF6 in electricity generation 
37 Commercial High GWP refrigerant tracking, reporting and recovery program 
38 Commercial Foam recovery / destruction program 
39 Fire Suppression Alternative suppressants in fire protection systems 
40 Transportation Strengthen light-duty vehicle standards 
41 Transportation Truck stop electrification with incentives for truckers 
42 Transportation Diesel – Vessel speed reductions 
43 Transportation Transportation refrigeration – electric standby 
44 Agriculture Electrification of stationary agricultural engines 

Source: California Air Resources Board.  October 2007.  Expanded List of Early Action Measures to 
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in California Recommended for Board Consideration.  

 
 

Executive Order S-3-05 
 
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced on June 1, 2005, 
through Executive Order S-3-05, the following GHG emission reduction targets:  

• by 2010, reduce GHG emissions to 2000 levels;  
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• by 2020, reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels;  

• by 2050, reduce GHG emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels (CA 
2005).  

The California Climate Action Team’s (CAT) Report to the Governor contains 
recommendations and strategies to help ensure the targets in Executive Order S-
3-05 are met (CAT 2006). 

 
Executive Order S-01-07 
 
Executive Order S-01-07 was approved by the Governor on January 18, 2007. 
The order mandates that a statewide goal shall be established to reduce the 
carbon intensity of California's transportation fuels by at least 10 percent by 
2020. It also requires that a Low Carbon Fuel Standard for transportation fuels be 
established for California. 

The following discussions, largely quoted from the Association of Environmental 
Professional’s White Paper on Global Climate Change6, describe the key GHG-
related regulations in California: 
 
Title 24 
 
California Code of Regulations Title 24 Part 6: California’s Energy Efficiency 
Standards for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings, were first established in 
1978 in response to a legislative mandate to reduce California's energy 
consumption. The standards are updated periodically to allow consideration and 
possible incorporation of new energy efficiency technologies and methods. The 
latest amendments were made in October 2005 and currently require new homes 
to use half the energy they used only a decade ago. Energy efficient buildings 
require less electricity, and electricity production by fossil fuels results in 
greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore, increased energy efficiency results in 
decreased greenhouse gas emissions. 

AB 1493 
 
California Assembly Bill 1493 (Pavley) was enacted on July 22, 2002.  It requires 
CARB to develop and adopt regulations that reduce GHG emitted by passenger 
vehicles and light duty trucks. Regulations adopted by CARB will apply to 2009 
and later model year vehicles. CARB estimates that the regulation will reduce 
climate change emissions from light duty passenger vehicle fleet by an estimated 
18 percent in 2020 and by 27 percent in 2030 (CARB, 2004)7.  CARB has 
applied to the Federal government for a “waiver” to allow it to implement AB 
                                                 
6 California Association of Environmental Professionals.  2007.  Alternative Approaches to 
Analyzing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Global Climate Change in CEQA Documents.  
7 California Air Resources Board. December 10, 2004. Fact Sheet, Climate Change Emission 
Control Regulations. <www.arb.ca.gov/cc/factsheets/cc_newfs.pdf>  
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1493.  California is still awaiting the federal government’s permission to 
implement this law. 

The Western Regional Climate Action Initiative 
 
This Initiative was signed on February 26, 2007 by five states: Washington, 
Oregon, Arizona, New Mexico, and California. British Columbia, Canada joined 
on April 20, 2007. The Initiative plans on collaborating to identify, evaluate, and 
implement ways to reduce GHG emissions in the states collectively and to 
achieve related co-benefits. The Initiative plans to design a regional market-
based multi-sector mechanism, such as a load-based cap and trade program by 
August 2008. In addition, a multi-state registry will track, manage, and credit 
entities that reduce GHG emissions. 
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3.7 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes, ordinances, or policies that govern the conservation and protection of 
biological resources and should be considered by the City of Pasadena during 
the decision-making process for projects that have the potential to affect 
biological resources.  For the purposes of CEQA, a biological resource is defined 
to include one or more of the following: 
 

• Any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, of special status in local 
or regional plans, policies or regulations, or by the California Department 
of Fish and Game, or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 

• Habitat designated as State Sensitive Habitats by the California 
Department of Fish and Game Natural Heritage Program; 

• Wetlands or other “waters of the United States” afforded protection 
pursuant to Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act; 

• Riparian or wetland habitats afforded protection pursuant to Section 1600 
of the State Fish and Game Code; 

• Native resident or migratory wildlife corridors; 
• Native wildlife nursery sites; 
• Occupied nesting habitat for birds afforded protection pursuant to the 

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 
• Trees protected pursuant to City Ordinance; and/or 
• Plant and wildlife habitats afforded protection pursuant to Habitat 

Conservation Plans or Natural Community Conservation Plans. 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Endangered Species Act 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) are the designated Federal agencies responsible for 
administering the Federal Endangered Species Act (Federal ESA).  The ESA 
defines species as “endangered” and “threatened” and provides regulatory 
protection for any species thus designated.  Section 9 of the Federal ESA 
prohibits the "taking" of species listed by the USFWS as threatened or 
endangered.  As defined in the Federal ESA, "taking" means "...to harass, harm, 
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect or attempt to engage in 
such conduct."  In recognition that “a taking" cannot always be avoided, Section 
10(a) of the Federal ESA includes provisions for takings that are incidental to, but 
not the purpose of, otherwise lawful activities.  Specifically, Section 10(a)(1)(A) 
permits (authorized take permits) may be issued for scientific purposes (i.e., 
universities).  Section 10(a)(1)(B) permits (incidental take permits) may be issued 
if a taking is incidental and does not lead to jeopardy of the species.   
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Section 7(a)(2) of the Federal ESA requires all Federal agencies, including the 
USFWS, to evaluate the proposed project with respect to any species proposed 
for listing or already listed as endangered or threatened and their critical habitat, 
if any is proposed or designated.  Federal agencies must undertake programs for 
the conservation of endangered and threatened species and are prohibited from 
authorizing, funding, or carrying out any action that will jeopardize a listed 
species or destroy or modify its “critical habitat.” 
 
As defined in the Federal ESA, “individuals, organizations, states, local 
governments, and other non-Federal entities are affected by the designation of 
critical habitat only if their actions occur on Federal lands, require a Federal 
permit, license, or other authorization, or involve Federal funding.” In the City of 
Pasadena federal lands include those within the Angeles National Forest. 

 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

 
The Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) makes it unlawful to pursue, 
capture, kill, or possess or attempt to do the same to any migratory bird or part 
(i.e feather, wing, talon, etc.), nest, or egg of such bird listed in wildlife protection 
treaties between the United States, Great Britain, Mexico, Japan, and the 
countries of the former Soviet Union.  As with the Federal ESA, the MBTA also 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to issue permits for incidental take. 

 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act  
 
Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act prohibits the discharge of dredged 
and fill material into “waters of the United States” and adjacent wetlands8 without 
a permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps).  Two types of 
Section 404 permits are available – nationwide and individual.  Nationwide 
permits are established permits that allow for category of projects that may occur 
throughout the country; while individual permits are permits that authorize a 
specific project or activity.  To enact a specific project under a nationwide permit, 
the project proponent must first receive authorization from the Corps and the 
project must comply with the standard permit conditions.  Use of any nationwide 
permit is also contingent upon no impacts to endangered species.  If a project 
does not quality for a nationwide permit, an individual permit would be necessary.   
 
In the City of Pasadena, portions of the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Canyon Wash 
are under the authority of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, with the Corps’ 
                                                 
8 “Waters of the United States” are more comprehensively defined as all waters which are 
currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign 
commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; all interstate 
waters including interstate wetlands; all other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams 
(including intermittent streams), mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet 
meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds; tributaries, including ditches, of waters identified above; 
the territorial seas; and wetlands adjacent to waters (other than wetlands) identified above. 
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jurisdiction potentially extending to any tributary of these waterways and any 
wetland adjacent to these waterways or their tributaries.   
 
See also Habitat Conservation Planning in Required Standards and Best 
Practices under section 3.10 Land Use- Federal 
 
STATE 
 
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 
 
The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) closely parallels the conditions 
of the Federal Endangered Species Act; however, it is administered by the 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG).  The CDFG is authorized to 
enter into memoranda of understanding with individuals, public agencies, 
universities, zoological gardens, and scientific or educational institutions to 
import, export, take, or possess listed species for scientific, educational, or 
management purposes.  CESA establishes a petitioning process for the listing of 
threatened or endangered species.  The California Fish and Game Commission 
is required to adopt regulations for this process and establish criteria for 
determining whether a species is endangered or threatened.  CESA prohibits the 
"taking" of listed species except as otherwise provided in State law. Unlike the 
Federal Endangered Species Act, CESA applies the take prohibitions to species 
petitioned for listing (state candidates).  State-lead agencies are required to 
consult with CDFG to ensure that any actions are not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of any State-listed species or result in destruction or 
degradation of required habitat.  The CDFG is required to coordinate with the 
USFWS for actions that involve both Federal and State-listed species.   
 
The Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA) 
 
The Native Plant Protection Act includes measures to preserve, protect, and 
enhance rare and endangered native plants.  The definitions of “rare and 
endangered” differ from those contained in the CESA.  However, the list of native 
plants afforded protection pursuant to this Act includes those listed as rare and 
endangered under the CESA.  This Act provides limitations on "take" as follows: 
"...no person will import into this state, or take, possess, or sell within this State" 
any rare or endangered native plant, except in compliance with provisions of the 
Act.  Individual land owners are required to notify the CDFG at least 10 days in 
advance of changing land uses to allow the CDFG to salvage any rare or 
endangered native plant material. 
 
Sections 1600 et seq. of the State Fish and Game Code 
 
All diversion or obstruction to the natural flow of, or substantially change or use 
any material from the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, stream, or lake, or 
deposition or disposal of debris, waste, or other material containing crumbled, 
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flaked, or ground pavement where it may pass into any river, stream, or lake, are 
subject to the regulatory authority of the CDFG pursuant to Sections 1600 et seq. 
of the State Fish and Game Code.  Under State Code, a stream is defined as a 
body of water that flows at least periodically, or intermittently, through a bed or 
channel having banks and supporting fish or other aquatic life.  Included are 
watercourses with surface or subsurface flows that support or have supported 
riparian vegetation.   
 
CDFG jurisdiction within altered or artificial waterways is based on the value of 
those waterways to fish and wildlife.  The CDFG must be contacted by the public 
or private party for a Streambed Alteration Agreement for any project that might 
impact a streambed or wetland.  The CDFG has maintained a "no net loss" policy 
regarding potential impact and has required replacement of lost habitats on at 
least an acre-for-acre basis. 
 
Section 2081 of the State Fish and Game Code 
 
Under Section 2081 of the Code, the CDFG may authorize individuals or public 
agencies to import, export, take, or possess, any endangered, threatened, or 
candidate species in the State of California.  These acts that are otherwise 
prohibited may be authorized through permits or memoranda of understanding if: 
(1) the take is incidental to an otherwise lawful activity, (2) impacts of the 
authorized take are minimized and fully mitigated, (3) the permit is consistent 
with any regulations adopted pursuant to any recovery plan for the species, and 
(4) the applicant ensures adequate funding to implement the measures required 
by CDFG.  The department shall make this determination based on the best 
scientific and other information that is reasonably available and shall include 
consideration of the species' capability to survive and reproduce. 

 
See also Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) Program in 
Required Standards and Best Practices under Section 3.10 Land Use. 

 
CITY 
 
THE COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PLAN OF THE CITY OF PASADENA  
 
2004 Land-Use Element Policies 
The most recent Land Use Element in the City of Pasadena Comprehensive 
General Plan should be consulted for up-to-date applicable land use policies. 

 
The following Land-Use Element Policies of the 2004 “Land Use Element” of the 
City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan were developed to avoid and 
minimize potential impacts to biological resources: 
 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-32 



 

Policy 9.1 – Open-Space Corridors:  Development of open-space corridors, 
easements and acquisition programs and trails shall be 
established where feasible. 

 
Policy 9.2 – Arroyo Seco:  Continue and complete comprehensive planning 

for, and implementation of, plans for the Arroyo, including 
restoration of the natural area of the Lower Arroyo and the 
development of the Hahamongna Watershed Park Plan. 

 
Policy 9.3 – Eaton Canyon:  Identify and continue protection of Eaton 

Canyon as an open space and recreation area and as a 
nature center. 

 
Policy 9.4 – Adequate Open Space:  Provide an adequate total quantity and 

equitable distribution of public or publicly accessible open 
spaces throughout the City. 

 
Policy 9.5 – Stewardship of the Natural Environment:  Encourage and 

promote the stewardship of Pasadena’s natural environment, 
including water conservation, clean air, natural open-space 
protection, and recycling.  Encourage the use of native, water-
conserving, and regionally appropriate landscaping. 

 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Chapters 2.75, 17.52 and 17.92 
 
Under the Historic Preservation Ordinance, a landscape that is significant in 
American history, architecture, engineering, archeology or culture that is either 
designated or eligible for designation under city, state or national significance 
criteria is an historic resource. Landscape that is an historic resource may 
contain trees and other plant material that, under CEQA, should receive some 
protection from alteration or demolition that would impact its significance as an 
historic resource.  
 
Title 17 Zoning Code 
 
The Hillside Development Overlay District requires that a landscape plan be 
approved by the Zoning Administrator.  This plan must contain a tree retention 
and removal plan, and emphasize the retention of native vegetation and the 
blending of landscaping with native vegetation. In the Hillside Overlay District, 
native trees over 4 inches in caliper must be replaced with a minimum 15-gallon 
native tree replacement. Native trees over an 8 inch caliper must be replaced 
with a 24-inch box minimum replacement.   See PMC Sections 17.29  and 17.44 
for further details. 
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The multi-family zoning districts collectively known as the City of Gardens 
Ordinance encourage the retention of large healthy trees on proposed sites by 
encouraging placement of the main garden so as to retain that tree.  See PMC 
Section 17.22 for further details. 
 
City of Pasadena Tree Protection Ordinance Chapter 8.52 
 
In 2002 the City of Pasadena expanded its public tree ordinance to include 
protection of certain private trees.  One purpose of the City Trees and Tree 
Protection Ordinance is to preserve Pasadena’s tree canopy coverage.  The 
ordinance increases protection for trees on public (City-owned or leased) 
property (street trees, trees on park lands and located on land supporting city 
owned structures), and creates new protection for trees located on private 
property (single- and multifamily residential, commercial, institutional, and 
industrial).  
  
The following trees are protected under the ordinance: 
 

• Landmark trees, which are the oldest or the largest of a species in 
Pasadena, trees that have historical significance, or a tree with an 
outstanding feature for a neighborhood;   

• Specimen trees, as listed by genus and species over a specified number 
of inches diameter measured at breast height (dbh). These trees generally 
possess a distinctive form, size, age or location, or are an outstanding tree 
of a desirable specimen; and  

• Native trees, which are trees over 8 inches dbh and are native to the area, 
including: Arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), Black cottonwood (Populus 
trichocarpa), California alder (Alnus rhombifolia), California bay 
(Umbellularia californica), California buckeye (Aesculus californica), 
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa), California walnut (Juglans 
californica), Canyon oak (Quercus chrysolepis), Coast live oak (Quercus 
agrifolia), Cottonwood (Populus fremontii), Engelmann or Pasadena oak 
(Quercus   engelmannii), Scrub oak (Quercus berberidfolia) and Valley 
oak (Quercus  lobata).  

 
Protection for specified trees includes restrictions on removal, pruning and 
requirements in certain instances for tree protection plans during construction.  
The City maintains a list of all trees that are protected on private property.  
Certain trees on private property receive protection based on their species, size 
and location on the site. All trees on public property (e.g. parks, city owned 
property, street trees etc.) are protected regardless of their size, species or 
location. 
 
By regulating tree removal, requiring mitigation when appropriate, and preventing 
unwarranted removal, the tree ordinance increases the protection of individual 
and groups of trees for canopy cover.   The preservation of trees must be 
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considered with regard to engineering requirements in development projects.  
The tree ordinance involves an appeal process for decisions made at the permit 
level and penalties are assessed for noncompliance with the tree ordinance.  
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3.8 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

BACKGROUND 

In California, the process of reviewing projects and decisions that might impact 
cultural resources is conducted under a number of different local, state, and 
federal laws.  For the purposes of CEQA, cultural resources are defined to 
include historic resources9, prehistoric or archaeological resources10, and 
paleontological resources11.  At the federal level, the Office of Historic 
Preservation (OHP) carries out reviews of historic resources under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. At the state level, 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that public agencies 
consider the effects of their actions on historical resources eligible for listing in 
the California Register of Historical Resources. Additionally, California Public 
Resources Code 5024 requires consultation with OHP when a project might 
impact historical resources located on State-owned land.  In addition, CEQA sets 
specifications for the evaluation of prehistoric cultural resources and requires a 
record search of paleontological resources. 

Historical resources are considered to be but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Listed in, or eligible for listing in, the California Register of Historical 
Resources;  

• Listed in a local historic register or deemed significant in a historical 
resource survey as provided under Section 5024.1 (g) of the Public 
Resources Code; 

• Not listed or determined to be eligible for listing in the California 
Register, a local register, or a local historic resource survey, but which 
meet recognized criteria of significance; and/or 

• Listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic 
Resources. 

 

                                                 
9 Historic resources include: 1) structures or landmarks listed, or eligible to be listed, on 
the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, 
or the City’s register of historical places; 2) designated, or eligible to be designated, 
historical monuments, landmarks, landmark trees, and historic signs as defined in PMC 
Section 17.62.040; and 3) contributing properties within a Historic District listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or within a Designated Landmark District Overlay 
Zone (City of Pasadena).  
 
10 Prehistoric or archaeological resources are defined as surface and subsurface cultural 
features, for which contemporary written records exist or are associated with Native 
Americans.  
 
11 Paleontological resources are defined as the remains of plants and animals, usually 
fossilized and usually predating human occupation.  
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Archaeological resources are considered in the following manner: 
 

• First, the City must determine if it is an historical resource based on the 
above criteria or Section 15064.5 of the CEQA guidelines; 

• If an archaeological site does not meet the criteria to be an historical 
resource, the lead agency shall refer to Section 15126.4 of the CEQA 
guidelines and the provisions of Section 21084.1 of the Public 
Resources Code; and 

• If an archaeological site does not meet the criteria to be an historical 
resource, but does meet the definition of a unique archaeological 
resource in Section 21083.2 of the Public Resources Code, the site 
shall be treated in accordance with Section 21083.2. 

 
Prehistoric resources include Native American Sites and nondedicated 
cemeteries, as follows: 

 
• When a Native American Site is identified, the City of Pasadena should 

work with the Gabrieliño Native Americans to develop an agreement 
for treating human remains or for any other project relating to the 
Gabrieliños; and  

• If human remains are found, the following provisions must be taken: 
o No further excavation of the site shall be done until an investigation 

by the Los Angeles County Coroner determines that no 
investigation of the cause of death is required; and 

o If the Los Angeles County Coroner determines the remains to be 
Native American, the Gabrieliño Native Americans must be 
contacted.    

 
FEDERAL  
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
Created in 1966 by the National Historic Preservation Act, the National Register 
is a nationwide inventory of buildings, districts, sites, and objects that are 
important to the history of a local community, the state, or the nation. Importance 
is based on factors such as architecture, culture, archaeology, and associations 
with famous persons or events. The National Park Service maintains the 
Register.  Currently, in Pasadena approximately 700 properties – individually and 
within 9 districts – are listed in the Register.   
 
To mitigate impacts to historic resources to less than significant levels, project 
proponents generally must follow the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings and the Secretary for Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings 
(1995) for Rehabilitation, both published by the National Park Service. 
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STATE 
 
Registers of Historic Resources 
 
Project elements that might have state historical significance include location of 
the project, structures within the project location, and any events that occurred at 
or near the project location.  If any part of a project is listed or eligible to be listed 
in the following registers and documents, it is considered potentially significant: 

 
• California Register of Historical Resources (PCR SS5024.1, Title 14 

CCR, Section 4850 et seq.); 
• A resource included in a local register of historic resources, as defined 

in section 5020.1 (k) of the Public Resources Code, or identified as 
significant in an historical resource survey meeting the requirements of 
Sections 5024.1 (g) of the Public Resources Code.  Public agencies 
must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance 
of evidence demonstrates it is not historically or culturally significant.  

 
The State Historical Building Code (SHBC) is an alternative building code that 
provides a flexible approach to meeting code provisions in historic buildings. 
 
CEQA 

 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that identified cultural 
resources, having the potential to be affected by a proposed project, be 
evaluated to determine their importance; if found to be important, the resources 
should be preserved or avoided where feasible.  Where avoidance is not 
feasible, data recovery must be planned and implemented by a qualified 
archaeologist.  Potential historic resources are required to be identified, 
inventoried, and evaluated in accordance with Public Resources Code (PRC) 
5024 and 5024.1.  It is required that possible impacts to historic resources be 
considered during the decision-making process in accordance with PRC Sections 
21084 and 21084.1 and by applying the threshold of “substantial adverse 
change” established in PRC 5020.1.  The 1998 CEQA revisions contained in 
Section 15064.5 require the following: 
 

• That a project with an effect that might cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an historical resource be determined to 
have a significant effect on the environment; and 

• That a project with an adverse effect on a unique archaeological site 
be determined to have a significant effect on the environment. 

 
The State of California protects prehistoric and historic cultural resources by 
making it a misdemeanor for any person to willfully destroy, disturb, or deface 
archaeological, paleontological, or historic features on public lands. 
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Under CEQA, potential archaeological resources are required to be identified, 
inventoried, and evaluated in accordance with PRC Sections 21083.2 and 
21084.1 and by applying the threshold of “substantial adverse change” 
established in PRC 5020.1 and 5024.1.  Potential archaeological resources are 
required to be evaluated for their uniqueness following criteria discussed in 
Section 21083.2 of the Public Resources Code.  Where there is a finding of 
significance, a mitigation and reporting program is required to be adopted in 
accordance with Section 21081.6. 
 
Provisions of Sections 5097.94 and 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code 
govern inadvertent discovery and disposition of Native American human remains.  
Under PRC Section 21083.2 public agencies should avoid damaging effects on 
an archaeological resource whenever feasible.  Avoiding damage might include 
the following mitigation measures or project alternatives: 
 

• Planning construction to avoid archaeological sites; 
• Planning parks, greenspace, or other open space to incorporate 

archaeological sites; 
• “Capping” or covering archaeological sites with a layer of soil before 

building tennis courts, parking lots, or similar facilities.  Capping may 
be used where: 
o The soils to be covered will not suffer serious compaction; 
o The covering materials are not chemically active; 
o The site is one in which the natural processes of deterioration have 

been effectively arrested; and 
o The site has been recorded. 

• Deeding archaeological sites into permanent conservation easements. 
 

If avoidance is not feasible, then the importance of the site shall be evaluated 
using the criteria outlined in the Public Resources Code 21083.2 (g) reproduced 
below. 
 

g) [Unique archaeological resource; definition] As used in this section, 
"unique archaeological resource" means an archaeological artifact, 
object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without 
merely adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a high 
probability that it meets any of the following criteria: 

(1) Contains information needed to answer important scientific 
research questions and that there is a demonstrable public 
interest in that information. 

(2)  Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of 
its type or the best available example of its type. 

(3) Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important 
prehistoric or historic event or person. 
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CITY  
 
THE COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PLAN OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
 
The 2004 Adopted Land Use Element 
 
Preservation of cultural resources and the City’s historic character is a consistent 
theme throughout the adopted 2004 Land Use Element. The values of the 
community are laid out in the General Plan’s Seven Guiding Principles.  Principle 
No. 2 emphasizes the community’s fundamental commitment to preservation of 
its historic character: 

Change will be harmonized to preserve Pasadena’s historic 
character and environment.  City-wide design principles will be 
established so that new development blends with old; historically 
and architecturally significant buildings will be preserved; new 
public spaces will be acquired; and we will act as stewards of our 
natural environment. 

The adopted 2004 Land Use Element of the Comprehensive General Plan of the 
City of Pasadena has objectives to preserve Pasadena’s historic character and 
environment.  These objectives include: 

 
Objective 5 CHARACTER AND SCALE: Preservation of Pasadena's 

character and scale, including its traditional urban design 
form and historic character, shall be given highest priority in 
the consideration of future development; 

 
Objective 6 HISTORIC PRESERVATION: Promote preservation of 

historically and architecturally significant buildings and 
revitalization of traditional neighborhoods and commercial 
areas; and 

 
Objective 7 RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS: Preserve the character 

and scale of Pasadena's established residential 
neighborhoods. 

The following policies of the 2004 adopted Land Use Element are related to the 
preservation of cultural resources and help accomplish the above objectives. 

Policy 6.1 - Historic Inventory:  Identify, document, and evaluate the 
significance of individual historic and cultural resources and 
districts by conducting a Citywide historic resource survey 
and continuing the City’s long-range program of conducting 
intensive surveys of the City’s historic neighborhoods. 
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Policy 6.2 - Protection of Historic and Cultural Resources:  Adopt new 
legislation to protect historic and cultural resources according 
to levels of significance and include provisions to deter the 
demolition of historically, architecturally and culturally 
significant structures. 

Policy 6.3 - Adaptive Reuse:  Encourage and promote the adaptive 
reuse of Pasadena’s historic resources. 

The adopted 1975 Historic and Cultural Preservation Element 
 
The adopted 1975 Historic and Cultural Preservation Element of the 
Comprehensive General Plan of the City of Pasadena seeks to identify and 
protect areas, sites, and structures having architectural, historical, or cultural 
significance and to reaffirm their continuing value as a resource contributing to 
the vitality and diversity of the present (City of Pasadena, 1975).  In the ongoing 
revision of the Comprehensive General Plan, the1975 Historic and Cultural 
Preservation Element will be replaced by the Conservation Element.  Please 
consult the latest appropriate element for the most recent policies regarding 
historic and cultural preservation. 
 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE  
 
Design Commission 
 
The City of Pasadena has a Design Commission, whose purpose is to promote 
the use of aesthetically pleasing and consistent design standards in structures 
throughout the City.  The Design Commission reviews exterior alterations, new 
construction, and seismic retrofitting to all buildings, including historic buildings, 
within the Central District and certain other zoning districts.  It reviews major 
alterations to all City-owned buildings and facilities. The Design Commission 
Ordinance is in Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Article III, and Chapter 2.80.   
 
The Design Commission also determines if a project adheres to adopted district 
design guidelines, specific plan design guidelines, City-wide design principals in 
the General Plan, and other guidelines adopted by the City Council.  
 
For historic buildings and districts the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation are the base of design guidelines.  Consult Design Guidelines for 
Historic Districts in the City of Pasadena, April 2002 and any revision to this 
document for the most recent design guidelines for residential historic districts 
outside the Central District. 
 
Design and Historic Preservation staff maintains lists, surveys and other records 
of historic structures, buildings and sites.  Consult with this staff to see if there is 
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any possible historic or cultural importance to the project location and/or 
structures on it.  
 
Historic Preservation Ordinance 
 
The revised Historic Preservation Ordinance (Ordinance No. 6915, PMC 2.75 
and 17.62) was adopted by the City Council November 4, 2002 and revised 
again along with the Zoning Code revision adopted on February 25, 2005.  This 
revised ordinance gives the Historic Preservation Commission the authority to 
deny demolition or alteration to designated historic properties.  In regards to 
potentially historic resources the Historic Preservation Commission has the 
authority to delay demolition for up to 180 days. The delay period is intended to 
identify alternatives to significantly impacting the potentially historic resource.  
The ordinance also allows the City Council to designate a property over the 
objections of a property owner (as is the case in most cities in California and 
elsewhere in the Country). The Ordinance defines adverse effect and significant 
adverse effect as an activity having the potential to diminish the significance of 
an historic resource. 
 
The City of Pasadena normally considers a project to have significant effects on 
Cultural Resources if it: 
 

• Causes a substantial adverse change in the significance of an Historical 
Resource as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  
Specifically, a substantial adverse change is any change that is 
inconsistent with: 

 
o Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring 
and Reconstructing Historic Buildings; 

o Design Guidelines established by the City of Pasadena for Historic 
Districts, which are based on the Secretary’s Standards; or 

o The Historic Preservation Ordinance in the Pasadena Municipal Code. 
 

Projects, involving historic or cultural resources that are designed in compliance 
with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards or Guidelines, applicable City of 
Pasadena Design Guidelines and the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, will 
normally be considered to be mitigated below the level of significance. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission 
 
The revised Historic Preservation Ordinance sets the membership, purpose and 
duties of the Historic Preservation Commission. The Historic Preservation 
Commission consists of nine members, one nominated by each of the seven City 
Council members and two by the mayor. The Commission’s purpose is to 
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promote the preservation of historic structures and neighborhoods.  Duties of the 
Historic Preservation Commission include: 

• Recommend to the City Council the designation of historic buildings, sites, 
structures, objects, interiors and districts in keeping with the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance; 

• Participate in the review of projects affecting city-owned historic 
resources, as an advisory to the Design Commission; 

• Review and make recommendations on environmental impact reports, 
zone changes, master development plans, planned development and 
other land use entitlements as requested by the director of planning and 
development and as they are applicable to historic resources in the city; 
and 

• Administer the review of applications for projects for alterations, additions, 
relocations, and demolitions of historic resources as set forth in Ordinance 
6915 and the City’s Zoning Code. 

 
Zoning Code 
 
The following specific plans have their own development standards which control 
height, setbacks and sometimes set encroachment planes: Central District, East 
Colorado, East Pasadena, Fair Oaks/Orange Grove, North Lake, South Fair 
Oaks, and West Gateway.  (Consult the Zoning Code for any specific plan 
updates.)  The following Planned Developments were created to help preserve 
historic structures or sites:   

 
PD-   8 Marengo Avenue 
PD -15 Huntington Hotel 
PD–18 Colorado/El Nido 
PD –24 South Lake Avenue Retail Development 
PD –25 Vista Del Arroyo Bungalows 
  

Consult the latest Zoning Code for any regulations specific to a project’s location, 
which may protect historical resources on the site.   
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3.9 ENERGY  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The goal of conserving energy implies the wise and efficient use of energy.  The 
means to achieve this goal include: 1) decreasing overall per capita energy 
consumption, 2) decreasing reliance on natural gas and oil, and 3) increasing 
reliance on renewable energy sources.  This regulatory framework identifies the 
federal, state, and local statutes and policies that relate to energy and should be 
considered by the City of Pasadena during the decision making process for 
projects that involve the use of fuel or energy.   
 
STATE 
 
California Energy Code  
 
The California Energy Code (Title 24 Part 6 of the California Code of 
Regulations) applies to the building envelope, space conditioning (heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning) systems, water heating systems, and lighting 
systems.  The Energy Efficiency Standards for Residential and Nonresidential 
Buildings were established in 1978 in response to a legislative mandate to 
reduce California's energy consumption. The standards are updated periodically 
to allow consideration and possible incorporation of new energy efficiency 
technologies and methods. The Energy Commission adopted new standards in 
2001 as mandated by Assembly Bill 970 to reduce California's electricity 
demand. The new standards went into effect on June 1, 2001.   
 
California Energy Commission 
 
The California Energy commission is the state’s primary energy policy and 
planning agency.  It has five major responsibilities: 

1. Forecasting future energy needs and keeping historical energy data; 
2. Licensing thermal power plants 50 megawatts or larger; 
3. Promoting energy efficiency through appliance and building standards; 
4. Developing energy technologies and supporting renewable energy and 
5. Planning for and directing state response to an energy emergency. 

 
California Public Utilities Commission 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission regulates privately owned electric, 
telecommunications, natural gas, water and transportation companies, in addition 
to household goods movers and rail safety. 
 
CEQA Guidelines 
 
Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines contains energy issues, which should be 
considered when preparing an EIR.  These same energy issues should also be 
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considered when preparing a Mitigated Negative Declaration, analyzing a project 
that could have impacts on energy. 
  
CITY 
 
THE COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PLAN OF THE CITY OF PASADENA  
 
Energy Element 
 
The Energy Element of the current General Plan was adopted in 1983. This 
element contains goals, objectives, implementation strategies and policies that 
are intended to ensure, among other things, conservation of energy.  In the 
reorganization of the General Plan the Energy Element will become part of the 
Conservation Element.  Consult the latest General Plan for the most recent 
strategies and polices on energy. 

STRATEGY 100.0 - Expanded energy conservation efforts be directed 
towards encouraging energy efficient new development and increasing the 
effectiveness of current conservation and weatherization efforts in the 
public and private sectors.

Policy 101.0 - Energy conservation shall merit equal consideration with 
all other development criteria in the evaluation of 
development projects. 

Policy 102.0 - All new development projects requiring discretionary 
action by the City and subject to full environmental impact 
report shall be made to comply with all energy related 
mitigation measures including TSM (Transportation 
Systems Management). 

Policy 103.0 - The City shall maintain a power rate structure which 
encourages conservation by its consumers. 

Policy 104.0 - The City shall require consideration of solar access to both 
present and future developments. 

Policy 105.0 - The City shall encourage and make maximum use of 
energy from alternative sources, including, but not 
limited to utilization and participation in, if economically 
feasible, small hydro facilities. 

Policy 106.0 - The City shall devote not less than the current ratio of its 
annual power sales revenues to conservation programs. 
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STRATEGY 200.0 - Development of land use patterns which reduce the need 
to travel and transportation systems which increase patronage of more 
energy efficient travel modes. 
 
Policy 201.0 - The City shall encourage energy efficient land 

development. 
 
Policy 202.0 - The City shall provide incentives to developers to promote 

ride sharing and/or the use of public transportation. 
 
Conservation Element 
 
The Conservation and Open Space Element of the Comprehensive General Plan 
was adopted in 1976. In the revision of the General Plan, both the Conservation 
and Energy Elements will be one element in a revised Conservation Element.   
 

Policy 302.0 – Department of Water and Power shall continue to share 
reserves with surrounding utility companies, explore 
possibilities of an extended operating pool. and participate 
in any plans for new sources of energy for the region. 

 
Policy 304.0 - The City shall institute an active energy conservation 

program through the following measures. 
A. Consumer education. 
B. Consideration of alternate forms of energy, particularly 

in new commercial or residential buildings or with the 
installation of new, less energy consuming appliances. 

C. Advising the City Council on measures that may be 
needed to restrict or control the generation and 
distribution of electricity.  

D. Supporting efforts to require all home electrical 
appliances to carry comparative efficiency ratings 

 
 
Policy 305.0 - The City should initiate and participate in studies of 

alternative sources of energy 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
On September 30, 2002 under Ordinance No 6909, the City of Pasadena 
adopted the California Energy Code 2001 Edition.  Modifications to this state 
code made to meet local conditions are contained in this ordinance. 
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3.10 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes and policies that relate to geology and soils and should be considered by 
the City of Pasadena during the decision making process for projects that involve 
grading (excavation or fill) or the modification of existing structures or 
construction of new structures. 
FEDERAL  
 
Federal regulations addressing landfill closure and post-closure requirements are 
contained in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 258, Subpart F.  This 
section is not needed if a proposed project does not involve landfills in any way. 
 
STATE 
 
Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act of 1972 
 
The California State Geologist has delineated Fault-Rupture Hazard Zones 
(before 1994 known as Special Studies Zones) along known active and 
potentially active faults in California pursuant to the Alquist-Priolo Special Studies 
Zones (APSSZ) Act of 1972.  The State designates the authority to local 
government to regulate development within APSSZ.  Construction of habitable 
structures is not permitted along potential rupture zones. The State Department 
of Conservation's Division of Mines and Geology (CDMG) is in the process of 
compiling and issuing official maps of known active and potentially active faults.  
Pasadena is contained in the Condor Peak, Los Angeles, Mt. Wilson and 
Pasadena Quadrants. Projects located within a special Fault-Rupture Zone as 
delineated by the APSSZ may be subject to regulatory control.  The State 
designates this control to local governments to regulate development within 
special studies zones. 
 
The State of California Division of Mines and Geology identifies several earth 
resource issues that should be taken into consideration in evaluating whether 
proposed projects are likely to be subject to geologic hazards, particularly related 
to earthquake damage.  These considerations include both the potential for 
existing conditions to pose a risk to the project and the potential for the project to 
result in an impact on the existing conditions for geology or soils.  The California 
Building Code sets standards for remediation of site conditions related to fault 
movement, liquefactions, landslides, differential compactions/seismic settlement, 
ground rupture, ground shaking, tsunami, seiche, and seismically induced 
flooding.  Remediation of geological issues must be undertaken in compliance 
with the California Building Code. 
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Seismic Hazards Map Act 1991 
 
The State Department of Conservation's Division of Mines and Geology (CDMG) 
establishes regulations related to geologic hazards (e.g., faulting, liquefaction, 
subsidence, ground shaking) as they affect persons and structures. Using the 
same base maps as the APSSZ, the CDMG has and is issuing Seismic Hazards 
Zone Maps in accordance with the Seismic Hazards Map Act. The official Mt. 
Wilson, Los Angeles and Pasadena quadrant maps were released March 25, 
1999, and the Condor Peak quadrant map release subsequently.  Collectively 
these maps include all of Pasadena.  
 
State Publications 
 
The CDMG also issues guidelines for the evaluation of geologic and seismic 
factors that may impact a project, or that a project may affect.  The guidelines 
that are most applicable are as follows: 
 

• CDMG Note 42, Guidelines to Geologic/Seismic Reports (CDMG 
1973); 

• CDMG Note 46, Guidelines for Geologic/Seismic Considerations in 
Environmental Impact Reports (CDMG 1986);  

• Dept. of Conservation “Seismic Hazard Information Needs of the 
Insurance Industry, Local Government, and Property Owners in 
California, An Analysis” 1990 (Special Publication 108) 

• Dept. of Conservation, “Guidelines for Evaluating and Mitigating 
Seismic Hazards in California, 1997 (Special Publication 117); 

• CDMG Note 49, Guidelines for Evaluating the Hazard of Surface Fault 
Rupture (CDMG 1996); and 

• State Mining and Geology Board “General Guidelines for Reviewing 
Geological Reports” May 9, 1996. 

 
Each guideline provides checklists and outlines to help insure a comprehensive 
report of geologic/seismic conditions.  Although not mandatory in all their detail, 
these guidelines provide assistance in assuring completeness of 
geologic/seismic studies conducted for a project. 
 
2001 California Building Code 
 
Chapter 3301 of the 2001 California Building Code regulates excavation and fills.  
Chapter 18, Foundations and Retaining Walls, regulates construction of these 
structures and contains Table 18-1-B, Classification of Expansion Soil. 
 
Note: As of March 2006, the 2001 California Building and Fire Codes are current.  
However, the State of California is in the process of preparing the 2005 California 
Building and Fire Codes.  Once adopted by the State, the City will either adopt 
the 2005 California Building and Fire Codes or the 2005 International Building 
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Codes, which are also currently being finalized. 
 
 
CITY  
 
THE COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PLAN OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
 
Safety Element  
 
The 2002 adopted Safety Element of the General Plan contains goals, policies 
and programs to ensure, among other things, the safety of Pasadena residents, 
workers and visitors in the event of a major earthquake or failure of soil through 
liquifaction or other unstability. 
 
SEISMIC HAZARDS 
 
Goal S-1 Minimize injury and loss of life, property damage and other impacts 

caused by seismic shaking, fault rupture, ground failure, earthquake 
induced landslides, and other earthquake induced ground deformations  
 
Policy S-1 The City will monitor development or re-development within 

the Fault Hazard Management Zones identified for both the 
Sierra Madre and Raymond Faults 

 
Program S1-1 The City will cooperate with the State and 

Federal agencies in conducting geological 
investigations of the Sierra Madre and 
Raymond faults.  The City will investigate the 
possibility of partnering with the Earthquake 
Hazards Program of the U.S. Geological Survey 
to better identify the active traces of the Sierra 
Madre Fault 

 
Program S1-2 The City shall require geological studies, such 

as fault-trenching of the defined traces of the 
Sierra Madre and Raymond fault traces shown 
on Plate P-1 (of the 2002 Safety Element)…. 

 
Program S1-3 The City will require geological studies of the 

less well-defined traces of the Sierra Madre 
Fault shown on Plate P-1 for critical facilities 
proposed within this zone. The studies shall be 
conducted by State-certified engineering 
geologists. 

 
Policy S-2 The City will ensure that current geologic knowledge and 

State-certified professional review are incorporated into the 
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design, planning and construction stages of a project, and that 
site-specific data are applied to each project. 

 
Program S2-3: The City shall require geological and 

geotechnical investigations in areas of potential 
seismic or geologic hazards as part of the 
environmental and development review 
process.  The City shall not approve proposals 
and projects for development or redevelopment 
which do not provide for mitigation of seismic or 
geologic hazards to the satisfaction of the 
responsible agencies. 

  
Program S2-4:  The City shall continue to require preliminary 

geological investigations of tract sites by State-
registered geotechnical engineers and certified 
engineering geologists (in accordance with the 
California Building Code).  

 
Program S2-5:  The City shall continue to require liquefaction 

assessment studies in areas identified as 
susceptible to liquefaction in accordance with the 
California Geological Survey Special Publication 
117 Guidelines, and the Southern California 
Earthquake Center’s procedures to implement 
Special Publication 117.  

 
Policy S-3:  The City will strive to ensure that the design of new, and the 

performance of existing structures address the appropriate 
earthquake hazards. 

 
Program S3-5:  The City will require prior to the 
reconstruction of damaged / destroyed buildings 
in hazard management zones, especially fault 
zones, to prove that the site can be safely 
restored using earthquake-resistant building 
techniques and land development policies as 
identified under Program S1-2. 

 
GEOLOGIC HAZARDS 
 
Goal G-1: Minimize the risk to life or limb, and property damage resulting from 

soil and slope instability.  
 

Policy G-1: Whenever possible, mitigation of geologic hazards will be 
conducted without violating the property owners’ rights to 
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modify or improve their investment, along with preserving the 
aesthetic or natural conditions of the area through minimal 
grading. When these goals are in conflict, protection of life and 
property will take precedence. 

 
Program G1-1: In the areas of Pasadena 
susceptible to slope instability, the City will 
require geotechnical investigations that include 
engineering analyses of slope stability, provide 
surface and subsurface drainage specifications, 
and provide detailed design for fill placement 
and excavation.   
 
Program G1-2: The City will discourage any 
grading beyond that which is necessary to 
create adequate and safe building pads.  The 
City Geologist and Geotechnical Engineer shall 
conduct regular inspection of grading operations 
to maximize site safety and compatibility with 
community character. 

 
Program G1-3: In the hillside or mountainous areas of 

Pasadena, the City will discourage excessive 
grading of slopes greater than 3:1 (horizontal: 
vertical), and will encourage varied slope ratios 
on design slopes to reduce the visual impact of 
grading. 

 
Program G-1.4: The City shall prohibit cut or fill slopes 

steeper than 2:1. 
 
Program G-1.5: The City will not permit the reconstruction of 

structures meant for human habitation that were 
damaged or destroyed by failed slopes unless 
the applicant can prove that the remedial 
measures proposed will improve the unstable 
slope conditions making the site suitable for 
redevelopment. 
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Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Grading 
 
Chapter 14.05 of the PMC controls excavation and grading in hillside areas.  This 
chapter applies to sites in the Hillside Development Overlay (HD) Zoning District 
and on slopes or portions of slopes that are greater than 15%.    
 
The purpose of Chapter 14.05 is to:   
 

• Safeguard life, limb, property and public welfare; 
• Protect streams, lakes, reservoirs, and any other water bodies from 

pollution with chemicals, fuels, lubricants or any other harmful 
materials associated with construction or grading activities; 

• Avoid pollution of the water bodies described above with nutrients, 
sediment materials, or other earthen or organic materials generated 
on or caused by surface runoff on or across the permit area; 

• Preserve the contours of the natural landscape and land forms; and 
• Prevent erosion and control sedimentation. 

 
Chapter 14.05 sets forth rules and regulations and describes measures to control 
excavation, grading and earthwork construction, including cuts, fills and 
embankments; establishes an administrative procedure for issuance of permits; 
and provides for approval of plans, specifications, and inspection of grading 
construction.  
 
For areas outside the Hillside Development Overlay (HD) Zoning District, 
Appendix Chapter 33 of the 2001 California Building Code relating to grading and 
excavation controls soil displacement due to cut and fill.   Appendix 33 was 
adopted by Ordinance 6909 on September 20, 2002. 
 
Erosion 
 
Chapter 8.70 addresses stormwater management and discharge control.  
Pasadena has adopted the Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan 
(SUSMP) to implement the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES).    
 
Chapter 14.05.084 of the PMC requires an erosion and sedimentation control 
design plan and report be submitted with the application for a grading permit.  
This requirement may be waived by the Building Official, if hillside-grading 
operations involve 2,000 cubic yards or less. This plan and report shall include 
but may not be limited to the following: 
 

• Drainage shall be directed away from the faces of cut and fill slopes into 
approved drainage structures at the top of slopes; 
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• Where graded slopes exceed a 3 to 1 ratio in height they shall be 
protected with a temporary soil stabilization measure approved by the 
Building Official; 

• Generally surfaces of all cut slopes more than 5 feet in height and fill 
slopes more than 3 feet in height shall be permanently protected against 
erosion damage by planting with approved plant material from a list of 
such plants maintained by the City;   

• Irrigation is required for planted slopes; and 
• Graded slopes and landscaped areas in subdivisions or parcel maps shall 

be maintained, in accordance with PMC Chapter 14, by the subdivider or 
its successor in interest until the individual lots or parcels are transferred 
to individual ownership or a homeowner’s association or similar group. 

 
The City of Pasadena Fire Department maintains the list of plants referred to in 
Chapter 14. 
 
Chapter 14. 29.040, Flammable Vegetation, requires that only the above-ground 
portion of plants, considered to be flammable weeds, trees and vegetation, be 
removed from within 100 feet of a structure so that the remaining root system can 
help control erosion.     
 
See also the preceding sections on Geologic Hazards and Grading and following 
section 3.12, Hydrology and Water Quality, for more information on erosion and 
erosion control.
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3.11 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes and guidelines that govern the production, storage, and transport of 
hazardous materials and potential exposure of hazards and hazardous materials 
that should be considered by the City of Pasadena when rendering decisions on 
projects involving such activities.  
 
FEDERAL 
 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
 
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA), also known as Superfund law, outlines the potential liability for the 
cleanup of hazardous substances, available defenses to such liability, 
appropriate inquiry into site status under Superfund, statutory definitions of 
hazardous substances, petroleum products, and petroleum exclusion under 
CERCLA.  Amendments to CERCLA include the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act (SARA), US Code Title 42, section 9601 et seq. Title III of 
the SARA is the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act.  
Facilities are required to report the following four items on U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Form R, the Toxic Chemical Release Inventory Reporting 
Form: 

 
• Facility identification information 
• Off-site locations to which toxic chemicals are transferred in wastes 
• Chemical-specific information 
• Supplemental information 
 

Form R requires a facility to list the hazardous substances that are handled on-
site, and to account for the total aggregate releases of listed toxic chemicals for 
the calendar year.  Releases to the environment include emissions to the air, 
discharges to surface water, and on-site releases to land and underground 
injection wells.
 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
 
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulates the potential 
health and environmental problems associated with solid waste hazards and 
nonhazardous waste.  RCRA, and the regulations developed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to implement it, provide the general framework 
for the national hazardous and non hazardous waste management systems.  
This framework includes the determination of whether hazardous wastes are 
being generated, techniques for tracking wastes to eventual disposal, and the 
design and permitting of hazardous waste management facilities.  RCRA 
amendments enacted in 1984 began the process of eliminating land disposal as 
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the principal hazardous-waste disposal method.  Hazardous waste regulations 
promulgated in 1991 address siting, design, construction, operation, monitoring, 
corrective action, and closure of disposal facilities.  Additional regulations 
addressing solid waste issues are contained in 40 CFR Part 258.   
 
Occupational Safety and Health Standards 
 
Regulations for asbestos are contained in Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) Standards-29 CFR.  Regulations for lead-based paint are 
contained in the Lead-Based Paint Elimination Final Rule 24 CFR 33, governed 
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
 
STATE 
 
California Health and Safety Code 
 
Hazardous Materials 
 
The California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Section 25100 
et seq., establishes mandatory hazardous-waste management programs for 
facilities that use, handle, store, treat, dispose of, or generate hazardous 
materials.  
 
California Health and Safety Code Section 25244.12 et seq. applies to hazardous 
material facilities that generate hazardous wastes in excess of 26,400 pounds 
per year or that routinely generate extremely hazardous wastes in excess of 26.4 
pounds per year. The Code requires facilities generating hazardous wastes in 
excess of the specified amounts to: 
 

• Examine their waste-generating processes to determine types and 
amounts generated; 

• Determine waste minimization procedures to reduce waste generation at 
the source; 

• Develop and have available for inspection written documentation 
addressing waste reduction; 

• Develop a source-reduction evaluation review and plan; 
• Prepare a plan summary and hazardous waste management report; and 
• Prepare a report summary.  

 
The documentation must be present on-site and available to state and local 
regulators upon request.  
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Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Law 
 
The Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Law (California 
Health and Safety Code, Section 25500 et seq.) governs hazardous materials 
handling, reporting requirements, and local agency surveillance programs. 
 
Section 65962.5 of the California Government Code 
 
Section 65962.5 of the California Government Code directs the Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to compile a list of all hazardous-waste 
facilities subject to corrective action pursuant to Section 25187.5 of the California 
Health and Safety Code. This list is called the Hazardous Waste and Substances 
Sites List, sometimes referred to as the Cortese List.  It is complied by the 
California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. 
 
Title 22 and Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations 
 
Title 22 and Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) address 
hazardous materials and wastes. Title 22 defines, categorizes, and lists 
hazardous materials and wastes.  Title 23 addresses public health and safety 
issues related to hazardous materials and wastes.  Additionally, Title 23 specifies 
disposal options.  Title 14, CCR, addresses landfill closure standards and landfill-
related public health and safety issues. 
 
Fire 
 
The California Health and Safety Code in Division 12, Fires and Fire Protection, 
sets forth general rules and regulations regarding fire and fire protection 
statewide. 
     
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
 
Safety Element  
 
The 2002 adopted Safety Element of the General Plan contains goals, policies 
and programs and policies that are intended to ensure, among other things, the 
safety of the residents and visitors to Pasadena by planning for emergency 
response, disaster preparedness and recovery, minimizing the threat of danger 
from wildland or urban fire hazards, and reducing the potential for hazardous 
contamination. 
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EMERGENCY EVACUATION 
 

Program F-1.5:  The City will develop evacuation plans and 
routes for those areas within the dam inundation 
pathway of the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Canyon 
(i.e., the Rose Bowl and parks within the Arroyo 
Seco drainage).  These emergency response 
plans may include an alarm system, such as 
sirens and loudspeakers linked remotely to the 
Fire Department and the upstream dams, to be 
used to report on eminent inundation associated 
with the catastrophic release of water from 
upstream reservoirs. 

 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
Goal H-1:  Reduce the potential for hazardous contamination in the City. 
 

Program H-1.1:  The City will continue the enforcement of 
disclosure laws that require all users, 
producers, and transporters of hazardous 
materials and wastes to clearly identify the 
materials that they store, use or transport, and 
to notify the appropriate City, County, State and 
Federal agencies in the event of a violation. 

 
Program H-1.2:  The City will identify City roadways along 

which hazardous materials are routinely 
transported.  If critical facilities, such as schools, 
hospitals, child care centers or other facilities 
with special evacuation needs are located along 
these routes, identify emergency response 
plans that these facilities can implement in the 
event of an unauthorized release of hazardous 
materials.  

 
Policy H-1.3: New proposed facilities involved in the production, 

use, storage, transport or disposal of hazardous materials will 
be located a safe distance from land uses that may be 
adversely impacted by such activities.  Conversely, new 
sensitive facilities shall not be allowed to be located near 
existing sites that use, store or generate hazardous materials. 

 
Policy H-1.4: The City shall assure the continued response to and 

capability of handling hazardous materials incidents in the City 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-57 



 

and along the sections of freeways that extend across the 
City. 

 
Policy H-1.5: The City will continue to encourage residents and 

businesses to reduce or eliminate the use of hazardous 
materials.  This includes encouraging residents to buy toxic 
substances in only the amount needed to do the job, or better 
yet, to use safer non-toxic alternate products that do not pose 
a threat to the environment.   

 
Program H-1.6:  The City will continue to support the 

operation of recycling centers that take 
hazardous substances, such as paint, paint 
thinner, used waste oil, etc. 

 
FIRE 
 
Goal R-1:  It is the City’s desire to reduce threats to public and private property 

from wildland and urban fire hazards. 
 

Policy R-1:  The City will ensure to the extent possible that fire services, 
such as fire equipment, infrastructure, and response times 
are adequate for all sections of the City. 

 
Program R-1.2:  The City will continue to require that new 

private access roads are a minimum of 24 feet 
wide and have an adequate turning radius as 
required by the Fire Department.   

 
Program R-1.3:  The City will continue to enforce a Class A 

Roofing ordinance or better for residential and 
commercial developments.   Residents with 
existing wood-shingle or unrated roofing 
materials will be encouraged to upgrade to fire 
resistive construction, including fire resistive 
eves and awnings.  

 
Policy R-2:  The City will require all new development in areas with a 

high fire hazard to provide fire retardant landscaping and 
project design to reduce their fire hazard. 

 
Program R-2.1:  The City will encourage residents to plant 

and maintain drought-resistant, fire-retardant 
landscape species on slopes to reduce the risk 
of brush fire and soil erosion in areas adjacent 
to canyons; and develop stringent site design 
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and maintenance standards for areas with high 
fire hazard or soil erosion potential.  

 
Program R-2.2:  The City will continue to enforce the Weed 

Abatement Program in high fire risk areas.  
 
Program R-2.3:  Fire management plans shall be required for 

all new development in areas subject to wildfire.  
 
Program R-2.4:  The City will continue to enforce the Uniform 

Fire Code and Municipal Fire Code 
Amendments for new construction in fire hazard 
areas, including the use of sprinklers in 
residential structures.  

 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Hazardous Materials 
 
Title 8, Health and Safety, Chapter 8.80 Handling and Disclosure of 
Hazardous Materials 
 
The provisions of California Health and Safety Code Sections 25500 et seq., 
which establish mandatory hazardous waste-management programs for facilities 
that use, handle, store, treat, dispose of, or generate hazardous materials, are 
made applicable to all businesses that handle hazardous materials within the 
City, regardless of the quantity of hazardous materials handled by the subject 
business. For purposes of this chapter, the term "hazardous material" shall be 
defined as set forth in Health and Safety Code Section 25501(j), (Ord. 6182 § 1 
(part), 1986). The City’s Fire Department administers these Health and Safety 
Codes for hazardous materials tracking and reporting requirements within the 
City of Pasadena.  
 
Chapter 8.79 Childhood Lead Hazards Reduction Ordinance 
 
This ordinance was enacted because low level lead poisoning is a significant 
toxicological hazard for children in the Pasadena area, with minority and low-
income communities disproportionately affected. At low levels, lead poisoning in 
children causes intelligence quotient deficiencies, reading and learning 
disabilities, impaired hearing, reduced attention span, hyperactivity and behavior 
problems. 
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Fire 
 
Title 8 Health and Safety, Chapter 8.48 Weeds and Rubbish and Title 14 
Chapter 14.29 Flammable Vegetation 
 
Both these chapters establish prohibitions and abatement regulations for “weeds, 
vegetation and trees, which are in such condition and location as to provide a 
ready fuel supply to augment the spread or intensity of fire”.  Chapter 14.29.40 
sets standards for controlling existence of flammable weeds, trees and 
vegetation near structures.  For example, no flammable weeds, trees or 
vegetation are permitted within 100 feet of any building or structure.  
  
Chapter 8.44 Hazardous Weeds and Plants 
 
Whenever it comes to the attention of the health officer that hazardous weeds or 
plants are growing upon any lot or premises in the City in such a manner as to 
cause a nuisance or a menace to health, the health officer shall order such 
hazardous weeds or plants destroyed and removed. The notice shall be in writing 
and shall set forth a time within which the removal is to be completed 
 
Building and Related Codes 
 
Ordinance No. 6909 Fire Code and Urban-Wild Land Interface Code 
 
The City of Pasadena adopted the California Fire Code 2007 Edition ("California 
Fire Code") and the 2007 California Building Code as amended by the State 
Department of Housing and Community Development and the Office of 
Statewide Health Planning and Development.  The City of Pasadena has also 
adopted the Urban Wildland interface Code, 2000 edition. The Pasadena Fire 
Department, Fire and Environmental Safety Division, administers compliance 
with the Fire Code and compliance with hazardous material regulations in 
general.  The Health Department supervises clean up of hazardous material 
spills. 
 
Title 14 Building and Construction  

 
The City of Pasadena adopted the following as its building and construction 
codes: The 2007 California Building Code Chapters 1-35 and Appendix Chapters 
1, C, I, and J; the 2007 California Electrical Code; The 2007 California 
Mechanical Code; the 2007 California Plumbing Code, and 2007 California Fire 
Code all as published by the California Building Standards Commission and as 
amended by the State Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD), the Division of the State Architect/Access and Compliance (DSA/AC), 
and the State Office of Statewide Health, Planning and Development (OSHPD); 
The 1997 Uniform Housing Code; The 1997 Uniform Code for the Abatement of 
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Dangerous Buildings; all as published by the International Conference of Building 
Officials.  These regulations set forth the minimum standards, provisions, and 
requirements for the safe construction and maintenance of property, facilities, 
conditions, materials, equipment, fire prevention and alarm systems, and the 
general supervision thereof for the purpose of abating, combating, and controlling 
fire and fire hazards within the City. 
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3.12 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes and guidelines that govern the conservation and management of natural 
and manmade drainages and their associated functions and values.  The City of 
Pasadena should consider these required standards and best practices when 
rendering decisions on projects that have the potential to affect natural and 
manmade drainages, surface-water or groundwater resources.   
 
FEDERAL 
 
Section 402 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 
 
The Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) of 1972 sets national goals and policies to 
eliminate discharge of water pollutants into navigable waters and to achieve a 
water-quality level that will protect fish, shellfish, and wildlife while providing for 
recreation in and on the water whenever possible.  The act regulates point-
source and non–point-source discharges to receiving waters under the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.  

The owner or operator of any facility that is currently discharging, or proposing to 
discharge, waste into any surface waters of the state must obtain waste-
discharge requirements. For discharges to surface waters, these requirements 
become a federal NPDES Permit from the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) in the project area.  

The RWQCB issues NPDES permits to protect the waters of the state for the use 
and enjoyment of the people of California. The State Water and Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) and the RWQCB seek to attain the highest water quality 
reasonably attainable in the state.  

Examples of industries and operations that might discharge waste into waters of 
the state include the following:  

• Paper, textile, and grain mills;  
• Meat, dairy, vegetable, sugar, and seafood production and processing 

facilities;  
• Cement, chemical, detergent, fertilizer, steel, glass, rubber, timber, 

leather manufacturing, and processing facilities;  
• Petroleum -refining operations;  
• Feedlots for cattle, swine, sheep, goats, horses, turkeys, chickens, and 

ducks;  
• Sewage-treatment plants;  
• Storm-water runoff discharges (municipal, industrial, and construction);  
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• Dredge-spoils discharges;  
• Mining activities; and 
• Groundwater-discharge operations.  

Most owners or operators of facilities that discharge waste into a municipal 
sanitary sewer system need not obtain an NPDES permit. The United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), the SWRCB, and the respective 
RWQCB or the local wastewater management agency might require some 
industries to treat industrial hazardous wastes before such wastes are 
discharged to a municipal sanitary sewer system. The local wastewater 
management agency advises industries of those requirements. 

Storm Water 
 
Industrial - Persons whose discharges are composed entirely of industrial storm-
water runoff may be regulated under a General Industrial Storm Water Permit 
issued by the SWRCB rather than an individual NPDES permit issued by the 
appropriate RWQCB. The General Industrial Storm Water Permit regulates 
storm-water runoff from eligible industrial facilities, including the following: 

• Facilities subject to storm-water effluent guidelines (as specified in 
subchapter N of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations);  

• Manufacturing facilities;  
• Mining and oil and gas facilities;  
• Hazardous-waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities;  
• Landfills, land-application sites, and open dumps that receive industrial 

waste;  
• Recycling facilities, such as metal scrapyards, battery reclaimers, salvage 

yards, and automobile yards;  
• Steam electric-generating facilities;  
• Transportation facilities;  
• Sewage-treatment plants; and,  
• Certain facilities if materials are exposed to storm water.  

Additional information about eligible industrial activities and the permit application 
provisions can be obtained from the SWRCB's General Industrial Storm Water 
Permit Information Line at (916) 657-1110. 

General Construction Activity - The SWRCB has also adopted a General 
Construction Activity Storm Water Permit for storm-water discharges associated 
with any construction activity, including clearing, grading, excavation, 
reconstruction, and dredge and fill activities, that results in the disturbance of at 
least one acre of total land area. Additional information about that permit can be 
obtained by contacting the SWRCB's Construction Activity Storm Water Permit 
Information Line at (916) 657-1146. 
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Municipal Urban (Area-wide) Storm-Water Discharges - A municipal 
separate storm sewer system, as defined by the USEPA (in Part 122 of 
Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations) must obtain an NPDES 
permit by a certain date according to the population served by the system. 
Municipal separate storm sewer system officials must submit an NPDES 
application and supporting information to the respective RWQCB.   
 
These NPDES permits are known as Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems (MS4) permits.    Los Angeles County and 85 incorporated Cities 
therein, including the City of Pasadena, obtained an MS4 (Permit # 01-
182) from the Los Angeles RWQCB, most recently in 2001.  See the 
discussion titled “Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 8.70 Storm Water 
Management and Discharge Control” below for details on implementation 
of the MS4 permit. 

 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 
 
Section 404 of the CWA of 1972 regulates the discharge of dredged and fill 
materials into “waters of the United States” and “adjacent wetlands”.  This 
Section grants the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) jurisdiction over all 
projects that result in impacts to “waters of the United States” and “adjacent 
wetlands”.  The Corps has established 30 nationwide permits that authorize 
certain activities in waters of the U.S., provided it can be demonstrated that the 
proposed activity is in compliance with the standard conditions of the permit. 

Any person or public agency proposing to locate a structure, excavate, or 
discharge dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or to transport 
dredged material for the purpose of dumping it into ocean waters must obtain a 
Corps permit. Typical activities requiring permits include the construction of 
artificial canals, artificial islands, beach nourishment, boat ramps, breakwaters, 
bulkheads, dams, dikes, development behind dikes in coastal areas, weirs, 
discharging sand, gravel, dirt, clay, and stone, and activities that affect dolphins, 
dredging, filling, groins and jetties, intake pipes, levees, mooring buoys, ocean 
dumping, outfall pipes, overhead power crossings, pipes and cables, piers and 
wharves, riprap, road fills, signs, and tunnels.  

The Army Corps permit authority derives from the Federal Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and Section 103 of the Marine 
Protection, Research, & Sanctuaries Act. These Acts give the Army Corps 
jurisdiction over all waters of the United States, which include, but are not limited 
to, the following: perennial and intermittent streams, lakes, and ponds, as well as 
wetlands in marshes, wet meadows, and side-hill seeps.  
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Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act 
 

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires any applicant for a Federal license 
or permit for an activity that may result in any pollutant discharge into navigable 
waters, to first receive Clean Water Certification from an applicably designated 
state agency.  Such activities include, but are not limited to, applications for a 
Section 404 permits (a federal permit) for a construction activities that may result 
in discharge of sediment (a pollutant) into a waterway that supports 
interstate/international commerce or its tributaries.  
 
In California, the SWRCB administers Section 401 through the RWQCBs.  In 
Pasadena, Clean Water Certification in accordance with Section 401 has been 
required for federal involved activities that may result in the discharge of 
pollutants into the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Canyon (downstream from their 
respective dams).  Waters within the Angeles National Forest, located within the 
northwestern area of the City, have also been given consideration under Section 
401.   
 
Floodplains  
 
Executive Order 11988  
 
Executive Order 11988, dated May 24 1977, has as an objective avoidance, to 
the extent possible, of long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the 
occupancy and modification of the base floodplain (100-year floodplain) and the 
avoidance of direct and indirect support of development in the base floodplain 
wherever there is a practicable alternative.  Under the Executive Order, the 
Corps must provide leadership and take action to: 
 

• Avoid development in the base floodplain unless it is the only practicable 
alternative; 

• Reduce the hazard and risk associated with floods; 
• Minimize the impact of floods to human safety, health, and welfare; and 
• Restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values of the base 

floodplain.  
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) makes final flood hazard 
determinations for communities within the United States.  This agency 
determined in 1984 that the City of Pasadena contained no Special Flood Hazard 
Areas.  FEMA converted the City from the Emergency Program to the Regular 
Program.  Pasadena was placed in zone D where no mandatory flood insurance 
purchase is required.  The City of Pasadena Public Works Department 
periodically updates this determination.  The FEMA Community Number is 
065050.  
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Angeles National Forest 
 
The Angeles National Forest extends into the northern portion of the City of 
Pasadena above Devil’s Gate Dam in the Arroyo Seco.  The U.S Forestry 
Service adopted the latest version of the Angeles National Forest Land 
Management Plan in 2005, which is the forest plan for the Angeles National 
Forest.  This forest plan consists of three-parts (vision, strategy, and design 
criteria), and describes “strategic direction and program emphasis objectives that 
are expected to result in the sustainability (social, economic and ecological) of 
the national forest and, over the long-term, the maintenance of a healthy forest” 
(Angeles National Forest Land Management Plan, 2005). 
 
STATE 
 
State Water Resources Control Board 

 
Portions of the Federal CWA are administered and enforced by the SWRCB.  
The SWRCB develops regulations to implement water-quality control programs 
mandated at the federal and state levels.  To implement these programs, 
California has established nine regional water-quality control boards to set 
objectives for water-quality control in their regions.  The water- quality objectives 
are achieved primarily through effluent limitations embodied in the NPDES 
program.  Projects likely to discharge effluents will be issued waste-discharge 
requirements (WDR) by the RWQCB.  WDRs usually protect the beneficial uses 
of receiving waters and groundwater basins.  Additionally, the NPDES program 
requires that an NPDES permit be obtained for any discharge to surface waters 
of the United States.  Also, an NPDES General Storm Water Permit is required 
for construction projects greater than one acre.  The General Storm Water Permit 
Program is administered and enforced by the RWQCB. 
 
See also Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region; the plan is 
administered by the SWRCB for the Los Angeles basin. 
 
Sections 1600 et seq. of the State Fish and Game Code 
 
All diversion or obstruction to the natural flow of, or substantially change or use 
any material from the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, stream, or lake, or 
deposition or disposal of debris, waste, or other material containing crumbled, 
flaked, or ground pavement where it may pass into any river, stream, or lake, are 
subject to the regulatory authority of the California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG) pursuant to Sections 1600 et seq. of the State Fish and Game Code.  
Under State Code, a stream is defined as a body of water that flows at least 
periodically, or intermittently, through a bed or channel having banks and 
supporting fish or other aquatic life.  Included are watercourses with surface or 
subsurface flows that support or have supported riparian vegetation.   
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CDFG jurisdiction within altered or artificial waterways is based on the value of 
those waterways to fish and wildlife.  The CDFG must be contacted by the public 
or private party for a Streambed Alteration Agreement for any project that might 
impact a streambed or wetland.  The CDFG has maintained a "no net loss" policy 
regarding potential impact and has required replacement of lost habitats on at 
least an acre-for-acre basis. 
 
REGIONAL 
 
Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region  
 
The Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (RWQCB), has 
prepared a Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan), 
which includes the Coastal Watersheds of Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.  
The first essentially complete Basin Plan, established under the requirements of 
California’s 1969 Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Section 13000 
[”Water Quality”] et seq. of the California Water Code), was adopted in 1975 and 
revised in 1984.  The latest version was adopted in 1994 (California Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, 1994).  This plan is reviewed triennially.   
 
The Basin Plan assigned beneficial uses to surface and groundwater such as 
municipal water supply and water-contact recreation to all waters in the basin.  It 
also set water-quality objectives, subject to approval by the EPA, intended to 
protect designated beneficial uses.  These objectives apply to specific 
parameters (numeric objectives) and general characteristics of the water body 
(narrative objectives).  An example of a narrative objective is the requirement that 
all waters must remain free of toxic substances in concentrations producing 
detrimental effects upon aquatic organisms.  Numeric objectives specify 
concentrations of pollutants that are not to be exceeded in ambient waters of the 
basin. 
 
The water-quality objectives are achieved primarily through effluent limitations 
embodied in the federal NPDES program.  All discharges to water are issued 
waste-discharge requirements (WDR) by the RWQCB.  WDRs are usually 
designed to protect the beneficial uses of groundwater basins and receiving 
waters. 
 
The NPDES program requires that an NPDES permit be obtained for any 
discharges into surface waters of the United States.  An NPDES General 
Stormwater Permit is required for construction areas greater than one acre, in 
accordance with the state-wide NPDES construction permit maintained by the 
SWRCB.  The General Stormwater Permit Program is administered and enforced 
by the RWQCB. 
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Raymond Basin Management Board 
 

This Board is a coalition of water agencies and jurisdictions, which manage water 
resources in the Raymond Basin.  This basin covers approximately 40 square 
miles and is bordered on the north by the San Gabriel Mountains, on the south 
and east by the San Gabriel Valley and on the west by the San Rafael Hills.  It is 
an underground alluvial valley that stores water, which is replenished by surface 
water flows from the San Gabriel Mountains and rainfall.  Sixteen (16) different 
water purveyors including the City of Pasadena pump water from this basin.  The 
Raymond Basin is used as a reservoir to store Metropolitan Water District water 
during winter months so it can help supply water during the drier summer 
months. The Raymond Basin Management Board must be contacted when a 
potential project could impact the water quality in the Raymond Basin. 
 
COUNTY 
 
The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works maintains flood control 
easements and channels in the Arroyo Seco and Eaton Canyons.  This 
department must be contacted when a potential project could impact the 
drainage area that flows into these easements or channels. 
 
CITY   
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan  
The 2004 Adopted Land Use Element  
 
The following Land Use Element policies relate to hydrology, water quality, 
and water conservation. 
 
Policy 9.5 – Stewardship of the Natural Environment:  Encourage and 

promote the stewardship of Pasadena’s natural environment, 
including water conservation, clean air, natural open space 
protection, and recycling.  Encourage the use of native, water 
conserving and regionally appropriate landscaping.  

 
Policy 18.2 – Water Conservation: Increase the efficiency of water use among 

Pasadena residents, and commercial and industrial organizations. 
 
 Policy 18.4 – Water Quality: Coordinate with local, regional, State, and federal 

agencies (including Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District) to 
continue to define appropriate standards to improve water quality. 
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Policy 18.5 – Water Pollution Prevention: Continue to require, monitor, and 
enforce National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) 
permits, Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plans (SUSMPs), 
Best Management Practices, Total Maximum Daily Loads for 
impaired water bodies, Storm Water Quality Management Programs, 
and Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans, as applicable and 
appropriate. 

 
Policy 19.2 – Wetlands and Riparian Habitat Surveys: All project proponents 

proposing to develop within areas containing wetlands, riparian 
habitat, and/or jurisdictional waters of the U.S. or the State of 
California shall conduct surveys in consultation with appropriate 
trustee agencies (including, but not limited to, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the California 
Department of Fish and Game, and/or the Los Angeles Regional 
Water Quality Board). If the surveys and/or consultation indicate that 
wetlands, riparian habitat, and/or jurisdictional waters are present or 
potentially present, appropriate measures shall be required as 
conditions of project approval to minimize and/or offset the project’s 
potential effects on those resources.  

 
Safety Element  
 
The 2002 adopted Safety Element of the General Plan contains goals, policies 
and programs to ensure, among other things, a safe water supply for Pasadena 
residents, workers and visitors, and protection against flooding. 
 
A SAFE WATER SUPPLY 

Policy G-2:  The City will continue to participate in regional programs 
designed to protect the groundwater resources of the 
Raymond Basin while protecting the area from the hazard of 
regional ground subsidence. 

 
Program G-2.1: The City will continue to encourage water 

conservation through public education.   
 
Program G-2.2: The City will participate in a technical group 

consisting of representatives from various cities 
in the Raymond Basin brought together to 
evaluate the feasibility of implementing artificial 
recharge programs, protecting groundwater 
quality, monitoring the ground water, and 
publishing annual reports on basin conditions.    
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PROTECTION AGAINST FLOODING  
Goal F-1:  Minimize injury, loss of life, property damage, and economic and 
social disruption caused by flood and inundation hazards. 

Policy F1-1:  The City will discourage development in flood hazard 
areas and will strengthen the City’s maintenance program 
for stormwater detention basins, culverts and storm drains 
to minimize future flooding events. 

 
Program F-1.1: The City will continue to participate in the 

National Flood Insurance Program.  
 
Program F-1.2: The City shall, in cooperation with the Los 

Angeles County Flood Control Department, 
conduct studies of drainage and dam 
improvements in selected areas at the base 
of the San Gabriel Mountains and the San 
Rafael Hills, to identify where improvements 
may be necessary. 

 
Program F-1.3:  The City shall encourage the development 

of parks and recreational facilities in the 
Arroyo Seco area, consistent with the natural 
environment of the Arroyo Seco and in an effort 
to retain the area as open space.   

 
Program F-1.4:  The City shall discourage the 

redevelopment of critical structures in the 
dam inundation pathway of the Eaton 
Canyon dam, unless it can demonstrate that 
the proposed project will be safe from flooding.   

 
Program F-1.5:  The City will develop evacuation plans and 

routes for those areas within the dam 
inundation pathway of the Arroyo Seco and 
Eaton Canyon (i.e., the Rose Bowl and parks 
within the Arroyo Seco drainage).  These 
emergency response plans may include an 
alarm system, such as sirens and loudspeakers 
linked remotely to the Fire Department and the 
upstream dams, to be used to report on eminent 
inundation associated with the catastrophic 
release of water from upstream reservoirs. 

 
Program F-1.6:  In the San Gabriel Mountains and the San 

Rafael Hills, the City will assess the potential 
environmental impacts that new 
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construction in upstream areas will have on 
already developed areas downgradient.  
Hydrological studies to assess the impacts shall 
be required for all new construction in the 
hillsides to determine the necessity and impact 
that new development will have on the County 
drains and privately owned debris basins 
downstream from new development.  If the 
analyses indicate a potential hazard, storm 
improvements shall be required.  Fees to pay 
for the improvements may be assessed to the 
developers, as appropriate.   

 
Program F-1.7:  The City will continue to maintain the 

culverts and storm drain system to prevent 
the accumulation of debris or other 
obstructions that would hamper the 
effectiveness of the system during rainy days.   

 
The 1976 Adopted Conservation Element  
 
The City of Pasadena has identified a series of strategies and policies relating to 
the City’s water resources, including conservation of its water resources along 
with prudent use through sound resource-management practices.  The policies 
include the following: 
 
Policy 101.0 The Department of Water and Power (DWP) should continue to 

work with water-management groups seeking to implement 
regional water-development plans and programs or to protect or 
enhance present water resources. 

 
Policy 102.0 Water production and its protection should have priority 

consideration in the development of any supplementary uses of 
DWP lands. 

 
Policy 103.0 Uncovered open spaces should be encouraged to maximize 

opportunities for the percolation of precipitation of delivered 
water. 

 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
Chapter 8.70 Storm Water Management and Discharge Control 
 
In accordance with the County-wide Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 
(MS4) permit, Pasadena has adopted the Standard Urban Storm Water 
Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) to help implement the National Pollutant Discharge 
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Elimination System (NPDES).  Attachment A of Resolution 7950 lists the projects 
subject to Best Management Practices to achieve the goals of SUSMP. 
 
In addition, certain projects are required to submit a plan that demonstrates how 
the development will comply with the SUSMP.  These projects are: 
 

• Hillside new development/redevelopment* (includes non-discretionary 
hillside development also) 

• 100,000 square foot or greater commercial developments, or 
• Automotive repair shops, or  
• Retail gasoline outlets, or  
• Stand alone restaurants, or 
• Home subdivisions with 10 or more units, or 
• Parking lots greater than 5,000 square feet or 25 spaces exposed to 

rainfall,  
 
 Or have as part of the proposed project: 
 

• Vehicle or equipment fueling areas, or 
• Vehicle or equipment maintenance areas, including washing, or 
• Commercial or industrial waste handling or storage, excluding typical 

office or household wastes, or 
• Outdoor handling or storage of hazardous materials or waste, or 
• Outdoor work areas for activities such as, but not limited to: welding, 

cutting, metal fabrication, assembly, application of paints, coating, or 
finishing: pre-cast concrete fabrication: etc., or 

• 100,000 square foot or greater industrial development, or 
• Outdoor animal confinement (kennels, stables, etc.). 

 
*Redevelopment is defined as the creation, addition, modification or 
alteration of at least 1,000 square feet of surface area for hillside projects 
or 5,000 square feet of surface elsewhere. 
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3.13  LAND USE AND PLANNING 
 
Background 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations that guide land use and planning within the City of 
Pasadena.  These statutes and guidelines should be considered by the City of 
Pasadena in rendering decisions on projects that have the potential to affect 
existing land use, land-use designations or policies, or adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plans or Natural Community Conservation Plans. 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 is a federal civil rights act that 
prohibits discrimination against those with disabilities.  The act covers 
employment, housing, and physical access to all public places whether they are 
privately or publicly owned or operated.  Conformance with the California State 
Accessibility Standards, Title 24, California Code of Regulations (CCR): 
California Building Code 2001 and Uniform Building Codes ensure compliance 
with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991. 
 
Habitat Conservation Plans  
 
Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) are long-term agreements between the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and an applicant.  They are designed to offset any 
harmful effects that a proposed activity might have on federally-listed threatened 
and endangered species.  The State Fish and Game Department participates in 
these plans.   
 
Angeles National Forest 
 
The Angeles National Forest extends into the northern portion of the City of 
Pasadena above Devil’s Gate Dam in the Arroyo Seco.  The U.S Forestry 
Service adopted the latest version of the Angeles National Forest Land 
Management Plan in 2005, which is the forest plan for the Angeles National 
Forest.  This forest plan consists of three-parts (vision, strategy, and design 
criteria), and describes “strategic direction and program emphasis objectives that 
are expected to result in the sustainability (social, economic and ecological) of 
the national forest and, over the long-term, the maintenance of a healthy forest” 
(Angeles National Forest Land Management Plan, 2005). 
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STATE 
 
General Plan Guidelines 
 
Each City and County in California must prepare a comprehensive long-term 
General Plan for its development.  The State publishes General Plan Guidelines 
to assist cities and counties in preparing these plans.  A Land Use Element is 
one of the 7 required General Plan Elements.  The General Plan Guidelines are 
advisory not mandatory but do include references to the applicable portions of 
the California Government Code. 
 
Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) Program 
 
The Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) Program, initiated by 
Governor Pete Wilson in 1991 and managed by the California Department of 
Fish and Game, is designed to conserve multiple species and their habitats, 
while also providing for the compatible use of private land.  Through local 
planning, the NCCP planning process protects wildlife and habitat before the 
landscape becomes so fragmented or degraded by development that listings are 
required under the Federal or State ESA.  Instead of saving small, disconnected 
parcels of habitat for just one species at a time, agencies, local jurisdictions, and 
other interested parties have an opportunity - through the NCCP - to work 
cooperatively to develop plans that consider broad landscapes, or “ecosystems,” 
and the needs of many species.  Partners enroll in the programs and, by mutual 
consent, habitat areas with high conservation values are set aside and may not 
be developed.  Partners also agree to study, monitor, and develop management 
plans for these “reserve” areas.  The program provides a process for fostering 
economic growth by allowing approved development in enrolled areas with lower 
conservation values. 
 
REGIONAL 
 
Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide  
 
Pasadena’s local planning efforts must be responsive to various undertakings 
designed to improve regional and statewide growth-management coordination.  
SCAG is revising the Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP).  The RCP will 
feature nine chapters; each based on a specific area of planning or resource 
management. The chapters are:  
 
• Land Use and Housing  
• Solid and Hazardous Waste  
• Energy  
• Air Quality  
• Habitat and Open Space  
• Economy and Education  
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• Water  
• Transportation  
• Homeland Security  
 
COUNTY 
 
Los Angeles County Streamlined General Plan was adopted November 25, 1980 
and updated to 1992.  This plan is the subject of an ongoing comprehensive 
update and amendment, with a revised Draft Plan anticipated to be released for 
public review in late 2005/early 2006.  
 
Altadena is an unincorporated part of Los Angeles County North of Pasadena.  
The Altadena Community Plan was adopted in 1986. This plan is available from 
the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning (see Section 7.9 
Land Use and Planning of this document). There is also a pocket of 
unincorporated Los Angeles County to the southeast of Pasadena, which 
includes Chapman Woods.  
 
CITY  
 
The 2004 adopted Land Use and Mobility Elements of The City of Pasadena 
Comprehensive General Plan  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan adopted Land Use Element  
(2004) establishes objectives and supporting policies that are relevant to land 
use.  The 2004 “Land Use Element” of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive 
General Plan contains a wide array of objectives and policies addressing a 
variety of land-use planning issues; the following are among most likely 
objectives and polices that need to be considered in the event of possible land-
use impacts: 
 
Objective 1 – Targeted Development:  Direct higher-density development away 

from Pasadena’s residential neighborhoods and into targeted areas, creating 
an exciting urban core with diverse economic, housing, cultural and 
entertainment opportunities. 

 
Policy 1.1  –  Targeted Development Areas:  Geographical areas have been 

identified where the bulk of future economic development is to occur. 
 
Policy 1.2– Specific Plans:  For identified targeted development areas, as a 

principal implementation tool, utilize Specific Plans containing 
development standards, distribution of land uses, infrastructure 
requirements, and implementation measures. 

 
Policy 1.3 - Transit-Oriented and Pedestrian-Oriented Development:  

Within targeted development areas, cluster development near light-rail 
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stations and along major transportation corridors, thereby creating 
transit-oriented development “nodes” and encouraging pedestrian 
access. 

 
Policy 1.4 – Mixed Use:  Authorize and encourage mixed-use development 

in targeted areas, including in-town housing, live-work spaces, and in-
town commercial uses. 

 
Policy 1.5 - Urban Villages:  Authorize and encourage Urban Villages where 

appropriate and feasible in the urban core. 
 
Policy 1.6  –  Neighborhood Commercial:  Encourage the provision of 

businesses that serve residents within walking distance of homes. 
 
Policy 1.7  –  Neighborhood Centers:  In order to provide a focus and 

community center for neighborhoods, encourage the clustering of 
community-oriented services and amenities in and near residential 
neighborhoods, including schools, branch libraries, open space and 
parks, including “tot lots,” and limited neighborhood commercial uses. 

 
Policy 1.8  –  Northwest Pasadena:  Revitalize Northwest Pasadena by 

implementing the Northwest Enterprise Zone and the Northwest 
Community Plan. 

 
Policy 1.9  –  Other Geographical Areas:  Limit development outside 

targeted development areas. 
 
Policy 1.10 -  Capital Improvements:  Approve new City of Pasadena capital 

improvements consistent with concentrated development under 
Specific Plans for targeted development areas, while emphasizing 
maintenance and upgrades in areas outside targeted areas. 

 
Objective 4 – Limited Development:  Development throughout the City of 

Pasadena shall be limited to the building intensity levels established in the 
“Land Use Element” of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan. 

 
Policy 4.1- Zoning:  Establish zoning designations and standards that are 

consistent with the citywide intensity standards established in the 
“Land Use Element” of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General 
Plan. 

 
Policy 4.2 -City Priorities:  New development projects shall provide the land 

uses identified as City priorities in the “Land Use Element” of The City 
of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan. 

 
Objective 5 –Character and Scale of Pasadena:  Preservation of the City of 
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Pasadena’s character and scale, including its traditional urban design form 
and historic character, shall be given highest priority in the consideration of 
future development. 

 
Policy 5.1 –Urban Design Principles:  Apply throughout the City of 

Pasadena urban design principles that will complement the scale and 
quality of the best of our architectural and urban design traditions. 

 
Policy 5.2 - Urban Design Guidelines:  Adopt urban design guidelines for 

each targeted development area and/or each identifiable design 
district in the City of Pasadena. 

 
Policy 5.3 -Character and Identity:  Urban design programs, including 

principles and guidelines, shall reinforce the City of Pasadena’s 
unique character, scale, and identity. 

 
Policy 5.4 -Neighborhood Character and Identity:  Urban design programs, 

including principles and guidelines, shall recognize, maintain, and 
enhance the character and identity of existing residential and 
commercial neighborhoods. 

 
Policy 5.5 -Architectural and Design Excellence:  The City of Pasadena 

shall actively promote architectural and design excellence in buildings, 
open space, and urban design and shall discourage poor-quality 
development. 

 
Policy 5.6 -Human Values:  Future development should reflect concern for 

the well-being of citizens – for workers, visitors, neighbors, and 
passersby – and should embody the cultural values of the community: 
it should be accommodating, inspiring, inviting, and enduring. 

 
Policy 5.7 -Enhanced Environment:  Development should be shaped to 

improve the environment for the public; it should support the 
distinctiveness of the locality and region as well as the special 
characteristics of the existing fabric of the site’s immediate 
surroundings. 

 
Policy 5.8 -Imagination and Creativity:  Encourage creative responses and 

solutions at many scales and levels of development on the part of the 
various peoples and cultures involved in designing and creating 
spaces. 

 
Policy 5.9 -Contextual and Compatible Design:  Urban design programs 

shall ensure that new development shall respect the City of 
Pasadena’s heritage by requiring that new development respond to its 
context and be compatible with the traditions and character of 
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Pasadena and shall promote orderly development that is compatible 
with its surrounding scale and protects the privacy and access to light 
and air of surrounding properties. 

 
Policy 5.10 -Spatial Attributes:  Promote development that creates and 

enhances positive spatial attributes of major public streets, open 
spaces, cityscape and mountain sightlines, and important “gateways” 
into the City of Pasadena. 

 
Policy 5.11 -Public Awareness:  Promote a greater public awareness of the 

architectural, urban design, and cultural heritage of the City of 
Pasadena. 

 
Objective 7– Residential Neighborhoods:  Preserve the character and scale of 

Pasadena’s established residential neighborhoods. 
 

Policy 7.1 -Mansionization:  Ensure that all new development in residential 
neighborhoods discourages mansionization. 

 
Policy 7.2 -Subdivisions:  Where subdivision of existing lots is proposed, 

provide that the resultant lots in the proposed subdivision are 
consistent with the prevailing size and character of lots in the 
immediate vicinity and that the subdivision would not have a 
substantial adverse impact on adjacent residences. 

 
Policy 7.3 -Unimproved Streets:  No development on unimproved streets will 

be approved until adequate infrastructure improvements are in place 
or will be made. 

 
Policy 7.4-Infrastructure Improvements:  Continue to implement capital 

improvements that will maintain or rehabilitate infrastructure, including 
improvements related to upgrading the water supply system and 
sewer system.  

 
Specific Plans  
 
As discussed in the adopted Land Use Element Policy 1.2, specific plans are 
used in targeted development areas to impose specialized development 
standards, distribution of land uses, infrastructure requirements, and in some 
cases mitigation measures to help this targeted area achieve an envisioned 
potential.   Through 2005 the following specific plans have been adopted: 
 

• Central District 
• South Fair Oaks Bio-Tech 
• West Gateway 
• East Pasadena 
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• North Lake  
• Fair Oaks/Orange Grove and 
• East Colorado. 

 
Please check the latest specific plans that may relate to a proposed project. 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Zoning Ordinance 
 
The Land Use Element represents the general pattern of land use in the City. 
The Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map implement the Land Use Element and its 
policies. The Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, rather than the Land Use 
Element, identify the particular uses permitted on each parcel of land in the City. 
It is the Zoning Ordinance that sets forth regulations and standards for 
development to ensure that policies, goals, and objectives of the General Plan 
are carried out. 

In addition to land use regulations, the Zoning Code contains development 
standards, which can lessen new structures impacts on a location or area.  
These standards control the height, setbacks, parking, lot coverage, gross floor 
area etc. for structures.  The Zoning Code also regulates what uses are 
permitted in each of the City’s zoning districts to ensure compatibility between 
land uses.  
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3.14 MINERAL RESOURCES 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the state, regional and local 
statutes and Guidelines that govern the conservation and management of 
mineral resources, including mines.  The City of Pasadena should consider these 
required standards and best practices when rendering decisions on projects that 
might have the potential to impact mineral and mining resources.   
 
STATE 
 
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 
 
In accordance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA), 
all mining activities in operation as of January 1976 and those placed in 
operation after that date shall be required to submit a surface mining and 
reclamation plan that provides for appropriate measures to rehabilitate the site 
prior to its abandonment.  The California Department of Conservation, Division of 
Mines and Geology, provides a special publication, Mines and Mineral Producers 
Active in California (1988-89), that contains the names, addresses, commodities, 
and locations of 1,012 mines believed to have produced mineral commodities in 
California during 1988-89. 
 
REGIONAL 
 
Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide 
 
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) provides goals for 
open-space conservation that include the protection of mining operations.  To 
support and ensure a high quality of life and equity for Southern California 
residents, goals have been established for each of the four major types of open-
space areas defined in the Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide (SCAG 
1995). One of these types includes Resource Production areas, consisting of 
areas within open space that are designed for the production of crops, fisheries, 
timber, and mineral resources.  The goal of the Resource Production areas is to 
maintain adequate viable resource production lands, particularly lands devoted to 
commercial, agricultural, and mining operations. 
 
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
 
Local governments are responsible for designated lands that contain regionally 
significant mineral resources in the local General Plan to assure resource 
conservation in areas of intensive competing land uses. The law has resulted in 
preparation of mineral land classification maps delineating Mineral Resource 
Zones (MRZs).  
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According to the 1994 Final EIR certified for the 1994 Land Use and Mobility 
Elements of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan (City of 
Pasadena, 1994), and reiterated in the Final EIR for the 2004 Land Use and 
Mobility Elements (City of Pasadena, 2004), there are two areas within the City of 
Pasadena where mineral resources may exist in adequate supply to be 
extracted.  These areas are Eaton Wash for sand and gravel used to make 
asphalt and cement and Devil’s Gate Reservoir for Portland cement concrete 
aggregate. 
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3.15 NOISE 
 
The required standards and best practices identify state and local statutes and 
regulations that regulate ambient noise levels within the City of Pasadena.  The 
City of Pasadena must consider these required standards and best practices 
when rendering decisions on projects where the associated construction, 
operations, or maintenance have the potential to affect the ambient noise 
environment or sensitive receptors.   
 
Some land uses are considered more sensitive to intrusive noise than others, 
due to the amount of noise exposure (in terms of both exposure time and 
insulation from noise) and the types of activities typically involved.  Residences, 
motels and hotels, schools, libraries, religious institutions, hospitals, nursing 
homes, and parks are generally more sensitive to noise than are commercial and 
industrial land uses. 
 
STATE 
 
State General Plan Guidelines 
 
In order to limit human exposure to physically and/or psychologically damaging 
noise levels, the State of California, through the State General Plan Guidelines 
(Government Code Section 65302 (f)) requires that cities include a noise element 
in their general plan.  Consistent with this requirement, various county 
governments and most municipalities have established standards and 
ordinances to control noise.  The California Department of Health Services (DHS) 
Office of Noise Control has studied the correlation of noise levels and the effects 
of these noise levels on different land uses.  As a result, the DHS has 
established four categories for judging the severity of noise intrusion on specified 
land uses.   
 
Noise in the “normally acceptable” range places no undue burden on affected 
receptors and would need no mitigation.  As noise rises into the “conditionally 
acceptable” range, some mitigation of exposure, as established by an acoustic 
study, would be warranted.  At the next level, noise intrusion is so severe that it is 
classified “normally unacceptable” and would require extraordinary noise 
reduction measures to avoid disruption.  Finally, noise in the “clearly 
unacceptable” range is so severe that it cannot be mitigated. 
 
California Sound Transmission Control Standards 
 
The California Sound Transmission Control Standards (CAC, Title 24, Building 
Standards, Chapter 2-35) require that interior noise levels attributable to exterior 
sources shall not exceed 45 dB in any habitable room.  Residential buildings or 
structures to be located within exterior CNEL contours of 60 dB or greater of an 
existing or proposed freeway, major thoroughfare, rail line, rapid transit line, or 
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industrial noise source require an acoustical analysis showing that the building 
has been designed to limit intruding noise to an interior CNEL of 45 dB.  
Railroads are the exception to the code, where there are nighttime operations 
(10pm to 7am) and where daytime railway operations do not exceed four trains 
per day. 
 
 
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan  
The Adopted 2002 Noise Element  
 
The revised Noise Element of the City of Pasadena General Plan, adopted 
October 14, 2002, and any revision of this element contain objectives policies 
and implementation measures to define what are acceptable noise levels based 
on uses and ways to achieve these levels. For example from the 2002 Noise 
Element, an acoustical study showing ability to meet state noise insulation 
standards (CAC Title 24 above) may be required for any development proposed 
in an area shown on existing and future noise contours (Noise Element Figures 2 
and 3) to exceed the “clearly acceptable” level of noise indicated on figure 1 
“Guidelines for Noise Compatible Land Use”.  Noise Element Figure 1 shows the 
range of noise exposure for different land uses. Categories of noise exposure 
within this range go from “clearly acceptable” to “normally unacceptable”. Noise 
impacts are usually considered significant if the project will increase noise levels 
to a level considered “normally unacceptable” for residential, school, park, and 
other noise-sensitive uses in the vicinity of the site. 
 
The Land Use/Noise Compatibility matrix, Figure 1 in the October 14, 2002 
adopted Noise Element, is adapted from a matrix developed for the State’s 
General Plan Guidelines (see above) by the California Department of Health.  
 
The Noise Element is focused primarily on non-stationary sources of noise by 
establishing outdoor and indoor noise limits (through the enforcement of the CAC 
Title 24 as described above) by land-use designation.  
 
Motor vehicle noise is the most common and widely dispersed continuous source 
in the City.  The roadways that generate the most noise include the Foothill 
Freeway (Interstate 210) and the Ventura Freeway (State Route 134).  Within the 
City, Interstate 210 is both a north-south and east-west corridor.  State Route 
134 is an east-west corridor in the western portions of the City.  The City is also 
minimally affected by noise associated with the one-quarter mile segment of the 
Pasadena Freeway (State Route 110) which enters the City at the southern end 
of Arroyo Parkway and terminates at Glenarm Street. 
 
Objectives and policies that pertain to motor vehicle noise that are adopted in the 
2002 Noise Element include but are not limited to: 
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Objective 1 – The City will work to reduce the effects of noise from freeway traffic 

on residential and other sensitive land uses. 
 
 Policy 1a – The City will encourage noise-compatible land uses near 

existing freeways. 
 
Objective 2 – The City will work to reduce the effects of traffic-generated noise 

from major roadways on residential and other sensitive land uses. 
 
 Policy 2a – The City will encourage noise-compatible land uses along 

major roadways. 
 
 Policy 2b – The City will encourage site planning and traffic control 

measures that minimize the effects of traffic noise in residential zones. 
 
Objective 3 – The City will minimize noise from the Los Angeles to Pasadena 

Metro Line on residential and other sensitive land uses. 
 
 Policy 3a – The City will encourage noise-compatible land uses and 

mitigation measures near the Los Angles to Pasadena Metro Line rail 
system. 

 
Other noise sources that are generated in the City are from the Central Arroyo, 
commercial activity, and nuisance noise.  Sports, music, and other events at the 
Rose Bowl, Brookside Park, the Rose Bowl Aquatic Center, and the Kids Space 
Museum generate noise in the Central Arroyo.  Noise generated by commercial 
operations, maintenance, truck deliveries, and traffic can effect adjacent 
residential areas and other sensitive land uses.  Nuisance noise includes loud 
parties, events, gardening equipment, and construction activity.   
 
Objectives and policies for these noise sources include but are not limited to: 
 
Objective 5 – The City will balance the effects of noise associated with events 
held in the Central Arroyo with the benefits of events occurring at Central Arroyo 
facilities. 
 
 Policy 5a – The City will continue to seek improvements to noise-

generating equipment and activities at the Rose Bowl, Aquatics Center, 
Jackie Robinson Field, Brookside Park, Area H, and the Kids Space 
Museum in order to minimize the effects of noise on nearby residents. 

 
Objective 6 – The City will minimize noise spillovers from commercial and 
industrial operations into adjacent residential neighborhoods and other sensitive 
uses, while maximizing the Land Use Element’s objectives to encourage mixed-
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use development in the Central District and other Specific Plan areas as well as 
to promote economic vitality.   
 
 Policy 6b – The City will limit the use of motorized landscaping equipment, 

parking lot sweepers, and other high-noise equipment on commercial 
properties if their activity will result in noise that adversely affects 
residential zones.    

 
Objective 7 – The City will minimize the effects of nuisance noise on sensitive 

land uses. 
 
 Policy 7d – The City will enforce noise level restrictions contained in the 

City of Pasadena Noise Regulations (Chapter 9.36 of the Municipal 
Code), except during federal, State, or local emergencies (such as power 
generators required for energy emergencies). 

 
The adopted 2004 “Land Use and Mobility Elements”  
 
The Land Use and Mobility Elements of the City’s General Plan contain policies 
that relate to noise. Applicable policies from the 2004 Land Use and Mobility 
Elements include but may not be limited to the following:  
 
 Land Use Element 
 
 Policy 27.4 – Consultation: Encourage project applicants to contact the 

surrounding neighborhood prior to submitting a formal application 
for the project.  Applicants will be encouraged to seek comments 
from residents and work with them to resolve conflicts on design, 
traffic, noise, use of the site and other impacts specifically related 
to the project. 

 
 Mobility Element 
 
 Policy 3.4 - Implement, in cooperation with the community, the 

Neighborhood Traffic Management Program (NTMP). Implement 
traffic calming measures to control the speed and volume of traffic 
and thereby the related noise impacts on local streets within the 
community, especially on residential streets adjacent to schools, 
parks, and community centers. 

 
 Policy 3.14 - Seek funding to construct soundwalls to protect 

neighborhoods from noise impact caused by freeway traffic. 
 
 Policy 4.14 - Collaborate with the business community to encourage 

truck deliveries to be made in offpeak hours especially in areas 
where intersections are congested and nearby residents would be 
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affected. This policy must be consistent with provisions of the 
City’s noise ordinance. 

 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
Noise Restrictions Ordinance of the City of Pasadena 
 
Ambient Noise 
 
The City of Pasadena has for some years been addressing stationary noise 
sources through its Noise Restrictions Ordinance (Ord. No. 5118 adopted July 3, 
1973), Chapter 9.36 of the Municipal Code. The Noise Restrictions Ordinance is 
designed to protect residential and other sensitive land uses from stationary or 
nonmobile, transit-related noise sources. This ordinance established maximum 
permitted noise levels in different parts of the City by time of day. These noise 
levels are based on a noise study performed by the Environmental Health 
Division of the Health Department in 1972. The Noise Ordinance is enforced by 
this same division during the workday and by the Police Department evenings, 
holidays and weekends.  The noise levels are as follow: 
 

TABLE 3.15-1 
SOUND LEVEL “A” DECIBELS 

 
NOISE DISTRICT DAY (Maximum) 

6:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
NIGHT (Maximum) 
11:00 PM – 6:00 AM 

I 50 40 
II 55 45 
III 60 50 

Source: City of Pasadena Noise Restrictions Ordinance (Ordinance No. 5118) 
1973 
 
The noise ordinance generally limits intrusive noises from exceeding the ambient 
level at the property line of the nearest recipient by more than 5 dB.   
 
Amplified Noise 
 
Amplified noise can be used to magnify only human voice and/or music.  Section 
9.36.220 of the Pasadena Municipal code states: “The operation of sound 
amplifying equipment shall only occur between the hours of 8 a.m. and 10 p.m. 
each day except on Sundays and legal holidays. No operation of sound 
amplifying equipment for commercial purposes shall be permitted on Sundays or 
legal holidays. The operation of sound amplifying equipment for noncommercial 
purposes on Sundays and legal holidays shall only occur between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 10 p.m., except New Year's Day.” 
 
Section 9.36.163 provides special amplified noise standards for Old Pasadena.  
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Use of sound amplifying equipment in Old Pasadena is limited to the hours 
between 6:00 p.m. and 1:30 a.m. of the following day. 
 
Throughout the City amplified noise may not cause the allowed ambient noise 
level to be continuously exceeded by 15 decibels (maximum noise level [L max]) 
at the nearest adjacent property line.  A city permit must be obtained for amplified 
noise. 
 
Construction Noise 
 
The City Noise Ordinance places limits on construction noise.  A significant 
impact could result if construction generates noise levels in excess of standards 
established by the City of Pasadena Municipal Code.  The Noise Restrictions 
Ordinance of the Pasadena Municipal Code prohibits construction noise levels in 
excess of 85 dBA when measured at the property line of any lot within a 100-foot 
radius of the noise source.  As sensitive receptors have been identified within 
100 feet of the project site, a significant impact would occur if the noise level at 
the property line of any of these sensitive receptors exceeds 85 dBA.   
 
Additional restrictions apply when construction takes place within 500 feet of 
residential areas.  In these areas construction activities are limited to the hours 
between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, and prohibited on Sundays and holidays.   
 
Future Revision of the Noise Restrictions Ordinance 
 
In adopting the revised Noise Element, City Council committed the City to update 
and modernize the Noise Restrictions Ordinance within one year of October 14, 
2002 and to periodically review and update the ordinance at three-year intervals 
thereafter. The first of these updates occurred in 2004.  Consult the Pasadena 
Municipal Code Chapter 9.36 for the most current Noise Restrictions Ordinance. 
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3.16 POPULATION AND HOUSING 

The required standards and best practices identify regional and local guidelines 
and regulations that regulate population and housing growth within the City of 
Pasadena.  The City of Pasadena should consider these required standards and 
best practices when rendering decisions on projects that have the potential to 
induce population growth or displace a substantial number of existing housing 
units or people. 

FEDERAL 
 
Population 
 
The United States Bureau of the Census under the Department of Commerce is 
required to take a census of population and housing every ten years.  In recent 
history these censuses have been taken during years ending with a 0, i.e. 1980, 
1990, 2000 etc.  Every household receiving a census form is required to 
complete and return it.  
  
In the relationship between population and housing, the census defines 
overcrowding as a household with greater than 1.01 persons per room, excluding 
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways, and porches. 
 
Housing 
 
The U.S. Census of Population and Housing gathers housing information from 
returned census forms. 
  
The availability of housing to individuals or households is governed, in part, by 
Federal Fair Housing Laws and Presidential Executive orders. The Fair Housing 
Act is Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968. It prohibits discrimination in the 
sale, rental, and financing of dwelling, and in other housing related transactions 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status and or handicap 
(disability). 
 
For a proposed housing project with federal funding, generally environmental 
analysis and documentation must be in accordance with the National 
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). 
 
STATE 
 
Housing 
 
Zenovich-Moscone-Chacon Housing and Home Finance Act, California Health 
and Safety Code Sections 50000-50010 finds and declares that housing is of 
vital statewide importance to the health, safety and welfare of California 
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residents.  This act adopts the national goal of provision of a decent home and a 
suitable living environment for every American family, as established by the U.S. 
Congress. 
 
California Health and Safety Code Section 50450-50464 is the California 
Statewide Housing Plan.  This plan establishes housing goals for a period of five 
years. Housing goals for local agencies are reflected in the Housing Elements of 
their general plan.  Contents of Housing Elements are detailed in the General 
Plan Guidelines published by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. 
These contents are based on California Government Code Section 65583. 
Housing Elements are one of the seven required elements of a General Plan. 

REGIONAL 

The Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide 
 
The Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide (Southern California Association 
of Governments, 1995) examines the future of the region through the year 2015 
and contains a chapter on Growth Management. The Plan puts economic 
recovery at the center of the entire strategy, and identifies three goals for the 
region: 

1. Improving the standard of living for all;  
2. Improving the quality of life for all and  
3. Enhancing equity and access to government. 

The Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide describes growth management 
goals that include supporting local land-use actions and urban forms that avoid 
economic and social polarization and accommodate a diversity of lifestyles.  
Patterns of urban development and land use that make better use of existing 
infrastructure and facilities are encouraged as well.  

CITY  

There are several city required standards and best practices that affect 
population and housing.  These standards and practices include: the Land Use, 
Mobility and Housing Elements of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General 
Plan and the Pasadena Municipal Code.  None of these required standards and 
best practices are intended to be used alone in analyzing the possible impacts of 
a proposed project on population and housing or in determining which required 
standards or best practices might lower a possible impact.  
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The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan  
The 2004 Adopted Land Use Element  
Building Intensity and Population Intensity Standards 
 
California Government Code Section 65302 (a) requires that Land Use Elements 
contain building intensity and population density standards for all land-use 
categories. The City of Pasadena intends the building intensity standards to 
represent the reasonably projected physical development that could occur within 
the land-use categories and geographical areas. The Zoning Ordinance contains 
the specific land-use regulations and development standards for all land parcels 
in the City. 

When studying the impact of a proposed project, if an existing building is 
proposed to be demolished and a new building to be constructed on the same 
site, the square footage of the existing building is subtracted from the square 
footage of the new building in determining the total "new" square footage on the 
site regardless of use. 

The reuse of an existing building without the addition of square footage does not 
result in "new" square footage on the site. Parking structures are exempt from 
the building intensity standards and their square footage is generally not included 
when considering land use impacts.   
 
Table 3.16-1 (recreated from Table 1 of the 2004 Land Use Element) below 
presents a comparison between development existing in 2004 and the amounts 
permitted by the 2004 Land Use Element. 
 

TABLE 3.16-1 SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 
 

TYPE EXISTING 
Development 

2004 General Plan 

Residential (units) 55,000 64,680 
Nonresidential (sq. ft.) 42,000,000 56,000,000 

 
 
Objectives and Policies of the adopted 2004 “Land Use and Mobility 
Elements”  
 
Objectives and policies from the adopted 2004 Land Use Element related to 
housing include but are not limited to the following: 
 
OBJECTIVE 1 - TARGETED DEVELOPMENT: Direct higher density 

development away from Pasadena’s residential neighborhoods and into 
targeted areas, creating an exciting urban core with diverse economic, 
housing, cultural and entertainment opportunities.  
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Policy 1.4 - Mixed-use: Authorize and encourage Mixed Use development 
in targeted areas, including in-town housing, live-work spaces, and 
in-town commercial uses. (See also Mobility Element Policy 1.2.) 

 
Policy 1.5 – Urban Villages: Authorize and encourage Urban Villages 

where appropriate and feasible in the urban core. 
 
OBJECTIVE 3 – AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Encourage the retention and 

creation of affordable housing throughout Pasadena by providing sufficient 
land and densities to develop new affordable housing. 

 
Policy 3.1 – Exemption for Affordable Housing: Allow development of 

residential units exceeding the intensity standard for a specific plan 
area if the units are ownership units affordable to moderate, low, or 
very low income households, or rental units affordable to low or 
very low income households, or senior housing, unless the specific 
plan establishes otherwise in order to achieve the purposes of 
Policy 15.3, equitable distribution of affordable housing throughout 
the city. 

 
Policy 2.3 – Density: Increase densities in certain areas, including Mixed 

Use and Urban Village areas, to encourage the production of 
affordable housing – ownership units affordable to moderate, low 
and very low income households, rental units affordable to low or 
very low income households, or senior housing.  

 
OBJECTIVE 7 – RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS: Preserve the character and 

scale of Pasadena’s established residential neighborhoods. 
 

Policy 7.1 – Mansionization: Ensure that all new development in 
residential neighborhoods discourages mansionization. 

 
Policy 7.2 – Subdivisions: Where subdivision of existing lots is proposed, 

provide that the resultant lots in the proposed subdivision are 
consistent with the prevailing size and character of lots in the 
immediate vicinity, and that the subdivision would not have a 
substantial adverse impact on adjacent residences. 

 
Policy 7.3 – Unimproved Streets: No development on unimproved streets 

will be approved until adequate infrastructure improvements are in 
place or will be made.  
 

Policy 7.4 – Infrastructure Improvements: Continue to implement capital 
improvements which will maintain or rehabilitate infrastructure, 
including improvements related to upgrading the water supply 
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system and sewer system. 
 

Policy 7.5 – Zoning Code Enforcement: Upgrade and improve zoning code 
enforcement in residential neighborhoods. 
 

Policy 7.6 – Hillsides: In recognition of the special character of the hillsides 
throughout the City, continue strict protections through city grading 
and hillside ordinances. 
 

OBJECTIVE 8 – HOUSING SUPPLY: Encourage retention of Pasadena’s 
existing supply of affordable housing. 

 
Policy 8.1 – Second Unit: Support retention of existing units in specified 

zoning districts by allowing development of a single additional unit 
on a lot. 
 

Policy 8.2 – Replacement of Affordable Housing: Mitigate the loss of 
existing affordable housing units by requiring applicants for certain 
projects to replace affordable housing demolished for new 
construction. 
 

Policy 10.11 – Affordable Housing:  Encourage the retention and creation 
of affordable housing throughout Pasadena for the local labor pool. 

 
OBJECTIVE 15 – HOUSING CONDITIONS: Improve substandard housing 

conditions in Pasadena. 
 
Policy 15.1 – Sizes and Types: Provide a range of housing sizes and 

types for the many sizes and types of families in the community. 
 

Policy 15.2 – Increase Supply: Increase the total number of market rate 
and affordable housing units within the City. 
 

Policy 15.3 – Equitable Distribution: Increase, where feasible, the 
equitable distribution of affordable housing throughout the City, 
including an inclusionary zoning ordinance. 
 

Policy 15.4 – Family Housing: Increase the supply of large family 
affordable housing units with adequate outdoor play space for 
children. 
 

Policy 15.5 – Shelter Beds: Promote shelter beds with appropriate 
services for the homeless. 
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2000-2005 Housing Element of the Comprehensive General Plan, adopted 
2002 
 
The 2000-2005 Housing Element was adopted by the City Council on November 
4, 2002 and approved by the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development in early 2003. 
 
The 2000-2005 Housing Element contains a housing vision, five priorities, goals, 
policies and programs.  The priorities, goals, policies and programs are designed 
in a hierarchy to implement the housing vision.  
 
Vision 
The housing vision is: 

 
All Pasadena residents have an equal right to live in decent, safe, 
and affordable housing in a suitable living environment for the long-
term well-being and stability of themselves, their families, their 
neighborhoods, and their community.  The housing vision for 
Pasadena is to maintain a socially and economically diverse 
community of homeowners and renters who are afforded this right. 

 
Priorities 
This vision is to be achieved by utilizing Pasadena’s resources toward the 
following five priorities: 
 

1. Preservation and improvement of established residential 
neighborhoods and larger communities through implementation of 
policies designed to protect the established character, quality, and 
identity of neighborhoods. 

 
2. Provision of an adequate supply and range of housing opportunities 

throughout the community by assisting in the development of new 
housing and being responsive to special housing needs of resident 
populations. 

 
3. Support and provision for fair and equal housing opportunities for all 

person regardless of race, age, income, disability, sexual orientation, 
marital status, household size, ancestry, national origin, religion or 
color. 

 
4. Ensure that Pasadena residents, especially those with low- and 

moderate-incomes and special need, are assisted in meeting their 
housing needs through the provision of housing assistance and 
support services. 
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5. Conservation and improvement of the condition of the existing 
affordable housing stock, including the preservation of existing 
assisted housing for lower-income households and special needs 
groups. 

 
Goals 
These five priorities lead to the following 3 goals: 
 

1. Maintain and improve the quality of existing housing, neighborhoods, 
and health of residents. 

 
2. Ensure an adequate supply of quality rental and ownership housing 

opportunities. 
 

3. Expand and protect housing opportunities for households and special 
needs groups. 

 
Policies and Programs 
There are policies to realize each goal and programs to implement the 
policies.  If a proposed project, subject to CEQA, includes either the 
demolition or addition of housing evaluate the housing impacts against the 
vision, priorities, goals, policies and programs of the adopted 2000-2005 
Housing Element.  

   
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Among the sections of the Pasadena Municipal Code that affect population and 
housing are Building and Construction (Housing Code Chapter 14.12), Health 
and Safety (Building Sanitation Chapter 8.24), Historic Preservation Ordinance 
(Chapters 2.75 and 17.62) and the Zoning Ordinance, Title 17.  
 
Building and Construction, Housing Code 
 
The purpose of this code is to provide minimum requirements for the protection 
of life, limb, health, property, safety and welfare of the general public and the 
owners and residents of residential buildings.  The Zoning Code governs when 
there is a conflict between the Housing Code and the Zoning Code (Sec. 14. 
12.040D) relating to the location of buildings and use of property.  The City 
Manager shall administer and enforce the provisions of the City’s Housing Code 
and of the State Housing Law.  In practice this enforcement has been delegated 
to the Building Official, in the Planning and Development Department. 
 
Health and Safety, Building Sanitation 
 
Building sanitation empowers the Health Department to inspect buildings to 
ensure they are being used and maintained in a sanitary manner.  It also 
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provides that “No owner shall rent or lease any building that is not in a clean and 
sanitary condition, in good repair and fit for human occupancy.” 
 
Historic Preservation Ordinance  
 
One purpose of this ordinance is to enhance, perpetuate, and preserve 
architecturally and historically significant structures.  Older housing that is an 
integral part of a neighborhood may be an historic resource as well as a housing 
resource.  The ordinance may in some instances be used to slow the demolition 
of older housing to make room for higher density and often more expensive 
housing.  
  
Zoning Ordinance, Title 17 
 
The Land Use Element represents the general pattern of land use in the City. 
The Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map implement the Land Use Element and its 
policies. The Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, rather than the Land Use 
Element, identify the particular uses permitted on each parcel of land in the City. 
It is the Zoning Ordinance that sets forth regulations and standards for 
development to ensure that policies, goals, and objectives of the General Plan 
are carried out.  For example, density of land use is regulated through 
development standards in the Zoning Code such as required site area per 
dwelling unit, structure heights and setbacks.  These development standards are 
based on policies in the Land Use Element. 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-95 

http://cityofpasadena.net/zoning/P-8.html#STRUCTURE


 

3.17  PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state, and local 
statutes and guidelines that govern the potential impacts to public services that 
should be considered by the City of Pasadena when rendering decisions on 
projects.  
 
CITY OF PASADENA 
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
The 1975 adopted Public Facilities Element  
 
In the 1975 adopted Public Facilities Element Strategy 200.0 provides for the 
delivery of a high level of public services to maintain or improve the City's urban 
environment, raising the quality of life for its residents. 

Current elements of the General Plan should be considered for objectives, 
policies and programs, which relate to public services. 

The 2004 Adopted Land Use Element 
 
In the adopted 2004 Land Use Element Guiding Principle No. 3 states that 
economic vitality will be promoted to provide jobs, services, revenue, and 
opportunities.  Pasadena's quality of life depends in part on services provided by 
the City. The City addresses not only the need for health and safety, but also the 
desire for well-kept neighborhoods and for services such as the library and 
recreation programs.  
 
1989 Adopted Cultural and Recreational Element  
 
The 1989 adopted Cultural and Recreational Element is intended to serve as a 
mechanism for integrating cultural and recreational resources to provide better 
facilities and improved services to the public related to the arts and recreation.  
Goal 1.0 of the Element states that the City intends to provide a wide range of 
recreational facilities and services as a means of improving the quality of life for 
all Pasadena residents.  
 
The City is currently in the process of preparing Green Space and Arts and 
Cultural Elements, which will replace the 1989 Cultural and Recreation Element 
in the planned revision of the City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan. 
Consult the latest elements of the General Plan for current policies, objectives 
and programs relating to public services. 
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1976 Adopted Open Space Element 
 
Strategy 100.0, Policy 101.0 of the Open Space Element states that public 
parkland shall be protected from nonrecreational uses; any loss of parkland 
through governmental action shall be replaced in-kind.   
 
2007 Adopted Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan 
 
The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan includes a 
variety of Objectives and Policies related to protection of parks and recreational 
facilities.  See Section 3.18 below for a relevant summary list of these Objectives 
and Policies.   
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3.18  RECREATION 

The required standards and best practices identify the local statutes and policies 
that relate to recreation and should be considered by the City of Pasadena during 
the decision-making process for projects that are within or near parks or other 
recreation areas. This consideration of potential effects to recreation is 
undertaken in relation to the City of Pasadena General Plan for applicable areas 
of the City. Where projects are near recreation facilities from adjoining 
jurisdictions, the City might wish to consider potential effects within the context of 
the applicable land-use plan. 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Angeles National Forest 
 
The Angeles National Forest extends into the northern portion of the City of 
Pasadena above Devil’s Gate Dam in the Arroyo Seco.  The U.S Forestry 
Service adopted the latest version of the Angeles National Forest Land 
Management Plan in 2005, which is the forest plan for the Angeles National 
Forest.  This forest plan consists of three-parts (vision, strategy, and design 
criteria), and describes “strategic direction and program emphasis objectives that 
are expected to result in the sustainability (social, economic and ecological) of 
the national forest and, over the long-term, the maintenance of a healthy forest” 
(Angeles National Forest Land Management Plan, 2005). 
 
STATE 
 
The 1975 Quimby Act (California Government Code §66477 et seq.) authorizes 
cities and counties to pass ordinances requiring developers to set aside land, 
donate conservation easements, or pay fees for park improvements. The goal 
was to require developers to help mitigate the impacts of property improvements. 
The act was designed to ensure “adequate” open space acreage in jurisdictions 
adopting the Quimby Act standards (i.e. 3-5 acres per 1,000 residents). 
 
In 1982 the Quimby Act was amended to further define acceptable uses of or 
restrictions on Quimby funds, provide acreage/population standards and 
formulas for determining the exaction that could be requested of a developer.  
These exactions must be closely tied to the project’s impacts so that a 
connection or nexus can be made between the projects impacts and the 
exactions asked of the developer.   
 
California Government Code §66000 requires agencies to show a clear 
reasonable relationship between the public need for the recreation facility or 
parkland and the type of development project upon which the fee is imposed.   
 
 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-98 



 

REGIONAL 
 
The Open Space and Conservation Element of the Regional Comprehensive 
Plan and Guide (SCAG 1995) states that urban-type land uses and facilities need 
to support future additional population growth, which will consume a large portion 
of the remaining privately held land in the region. The plan emphasizes the 
conservation of open-space areas that provide opportunities for outdoor 
recreation, considered important for providing a good quality of life for residents 
who live in highly urbanized areas of the region. 

OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Projects undertaken that will induce substantial growth to the City and are in the 
vicinity of adjacent communities should evaluate the potential for significant 
impacts to recreation as they relate to the adopted General Plan for the adjacent 
community. The Altadena Community of the County of Los Angeles is adjacent 
and to the north of the City of Pasadena.  Other unincorporated areas of the 
County of Los Angeles border the northeastern and southeastern boundaries of 
the City of Pasadena.  The City of Pasadena also shares its boundary with the 
following entities:  Sierra Madre, Arcadia, Temple City, San Marino, South 
Pasadena, the Highland Park and Eagle Rock communities of the City of Los 
Angeles, Glendale, and La Cañada – Flintridge, the U.S. Forest Service and 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). The potential for 
significant impacts from projects in the City of Pasadena on adjoining property in 
the County of Los Angeles should be evaluated in light of the Los Angeles 
County Regional Recreation Areas Plan.  Although the City is not required to 
conform to the goals and policies of an adjoining city or community, impacts on 
adjacent cities and communities recreational areas are a potential impact that 
should be considered in light of the applicable element of the adopted General 
Plan. 
 
CITY  
 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
1987 Cultural and Recreational Element  
 
The goal of 1987 Parks and Recreation portion of the Cultural and Recreational 
Element is to provide a wide range of recreational facilities and services as a 
means of improving the quality of life for all Pasadena residents. The means by 
which this goal can be accomplished include the following objectives: 

Objective 1.1 - Increased emphasis on the arts in planning for and in the 
provision of recreational facilities and service; 

Objective 1.2 -Broadened participation by the community in the planning and 
delivery of recreational services; 
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Objective 1.3 - Encourage the expanded use of private resources and 
resources owned or controlled by public entities other than the City that 
are suitable for recreational purposes; 

Objective 1.4- A systematic assessment of recreational facility needs and 
preferences in recreational programming; 

Objective 1.5 - Optimum use of existing recreational facilities wherever 
possible; and 

Objective 1.6 - Adequate financial support for recreational services. 

The City has also adopted the Pasadena Bicycle Plan (City of Pasadena 1999), 
which presents a guideline for the City to provide for the safe and attractive 
environment necessary to promote bicycling as a mode of transportation. The 
City has adopted a policy to make Pasadena “a place where bicycling and 
walking are encouraged and fostered, where all streets are bikeways, and where 
safety, education, and facilities are provided as an ongoing part of transportation 
and recreational planning and programs.” 
 
2007 Adopted Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan 
 
The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element provides the community’s 
vision for natural open space, developed parkland, urban open spaces, and 
recreation facilities and programs. As a joint General Plan Element and Master 
Plan, the Element provides the background data, recommendations and 
implementation programs for using, maintaining and expanding additional parks 
and natural open spaces, recreation facilities and programs and the community’s 
needs and desires for open space, parks and recreation.12

 
The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan includes the 
Objectives and Policies listed below, which relate to the protection and physical 
improvement of parks and recreational facilities.  See Chapter II of the Green 
Space, Recreation and Parks Element for a complete list of the document’s 
Objectives and Policies. 
 
OBJECTIVE 2 – PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION OF THE ARROYO 
SECO AND ADJACENT OPEN SPACE AREAS: Recognize the importance to 
Pasadena of the history, cultural resources, and unique character of the Arroyo 
Seco, and conserve and enhance these assets.  
 

Policy 2.1 – Arroyo Seco Planning: Fully implement all master plans and 
design guidelines for the Arroyo. This includes the Lower Arroyo Master 

                                                 
12 City of Pasadena, Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan, Adopted November 
2007. 
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Plan, the Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan, and the Central 
Arroyo Master Plan. (LUE Policy 9.2)  
Policy 2.2 – Balance of Interests in the Lower Arroyo Seco: Improve the 
aesthetics and preserve the historical elements and unique natural 
character of the Lower Arroyo. Manage and maintain the area to balance 
the natural habitat, recreational needs and public health and safety.  
 
Policy 2.3 – Balance Recreation with Environmental Protection: Implement 
the Arroyo Seco Master Plans by balancing recreational opportunities with 
protection and restoration of the ecosystem, while recognizing the 
important existing water resources and flood management functions of the 
area.  
 
Policy 2.4 – Promote Multi-Faceted Use of the Arroyo: Through 
implementation of the Arroyo Seco Master Plans, continue to maintain and 
enhance the area as a prime resource for quality of life of Pasadena 
residents. 
 

OBJECTIVE 5: TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE CONNECTIVITY: Acknowledge and 
enhance Pasadena’s important relationship with the Angeles National Forest and 
other regional trail systems.  
 

Policy 5.1 – Open Space Corridors: Develop open space corridors, 
easement and acquisition programs and trails. This is especially relevant 
for hillside areas and ridgelines. (from LUE Policy 9.1)  
 
Policy 5.2 – Trails for Bicyclists and Pedestrians: Review the OS (Open 
Space) zoned areas and city rights-of-way for opportunities to develop 
bike path and/or walking path connectivity. 

 
OBJECTIVE 6: DEVELOPED PARKLAND PRESERVATION AND 
ACQUISTION: Preserve and acquire spaces for neighborhood parks and other 
types of urban open spaces in under-served areas of the City in order to enhance 
the quality of life of all Pasadenans by using traditional and creative strategies.  

 
Policy 6.1 – Establish an Integrated Recreation, Park, and Open Space 
System: Provide recreation facilities that offer a wide range of experiences 
that contribute to an integrated park system that serves specific 
neighborhood needs in specific areas.  
 
Policy 6.2 – Neighborhood Parks: Preserve, enhance and acquire parks in 
residential areas, with emphasis on planning for and locating parks within 
walking distance of multifamily housing. (LUE Policy 17.1)  
 
Policy 6.3 – Adequate Developed Parkland: Acquire or otherwise make 
available local parkland and open spaces in sufficient quantity to meet the 
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community demand for facilities and programs identified in the Master 
Plan.  
 
Policy 6.4 – Urban Parks and Open Spaces: Encourage and require, 
through creative means, the incorporation of physically and visually 
accessible urban open spaces, including parks, courtyards, water 
features, gardens, passageways and plazas, into public improvements 
and private projects as elements that contribute to active lifestyles and 
family experiences. (LUE Policy 2.3)  
 
Policy 6.5 – Creative Use of Urban Space: Explore creative options to 
increase the acquisition and preservation of park lands (e.g. freeway air 
space, rooftop gardens, and urban plazas and paseos.)  
 
Policy 6.7 – Degraded Urban Open Space – Seek opportunities to reclaim 
and restore degraded urban open spaces for potential use as parks or 
other green space types.  
 
Policy 6.8 – Pocket Parks: Identify and acquire land for the establishment 
of small urban green spaces (pocket parks) in strategic locations within 
the City. The spaces may be available for all types of uses, depending on 
the unique qualities of the space, the neighborhood location, and the 
desires of surrounding residents.  
 
Policy 6.9 – Effective Maintenance: Continue to improve maintenance of 
parkland and recreation facilities throughout Pasadena. This includes 
adequate “rest periods” for facilities and careful programming. Continue to 
seek resources for increased funding of park maintenance.  
 
Policy 6.10 – Passive Recreation: Ensure that parks and open spaces 
have adequate space for passive recreation and leisure activities (i.e. 
walking, pushing strollers, sitting on benches, picnics, etc.)  
 
Policy 6.11 – Central and Memorial Park: Continue and complete efforts to 
enhance Central and Memorial Park and develop a comprehensive plan 
for the use and maintenance of these important Central District facilities. 
(LUE Policy 2.2)  
 
Policy 6.12 – Specific Plans: Implement the open space and parkland 
goals adopted through each of the City’s seven Specific Plans.  

 
OBJECTIVE 7 – PROVIDE ACCESS TO PARKS: New projects should be 
planned so that neighborhood recreational needs of its future citizens are largely 
met onsite or nearby and so that future facilities are integrated with, provide 
support for, and enhance the effectiveness of the overall recreation system in 
Pasadena. Growth and expansion in a particular area should be accompanied by 
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commensurate growth and expansion in recreation facility, programming 
capacity, and natural open space capacity.  
 

Policy 7.1 – Urban Open Space Amenities: Encourage the incorporation of 
publicly accessible urban open spaces, including parks, courtyards, 
boulevards, water features, gardens, passageways and plazas, into public 
improvements and private projects. (LUE Policy 2.3)  
 
Policy 7.2 – Access to Open Spaces Within Projects: Projects should be 
connected to the public realm through vistas, physical access, and/or 
sightlines. Provide an adequate total quantity and equitable distribution of 
public or publicly accessible open spaces throughout the City. (LUE Policy 
9.4)  
 
Policy 7.3 – Small Residential Projects (single family and duplex 
development): Continue the City’s lot coverage and floor area ratio 
requirements that provide adequate open space on each residential lot in 
the City.  
 
Policy 7.4 – Larger Residential Projects (City of Gardens and Mixed-Use 
projects): Continue to promote the City of Gardens concept and ordinance 
to provide creative, usable, and attractive open spaces in the City’s Multi-
family zoned areas.  
 
Policy 7.5 – Neighborhood Centers: In order to provide a focus and center 
of activity for neighborhoods, encourage the use of public open spaces or 
recreation facilities such as pocket parks, community centers, public 
schools, community gardens, or “tot lots” as neighborhood centers. (LUE 
Policy 1.7)  
 

OBJECTIVE 8 – NEIGHBORHOOD PARK DISTRIBUTION AND PLANNING: 
Preserve, enhance, and acquire parks in residential areas, within reasonable 
walking distance of all neighborhoods.  
 

Policy 8.1 – Service Area Radius: Provide neighborhood park facilities or 
other green space area within reasonable walking distance of the majority 
of residential areas. The City’s goal is to have a neighborhood park or 
facility within a ½ mile walk from anywhere in the City, taking into 
consideration natural and manmade barriers such as the I-210 Freeway 
and Eaton Wash.  
 
Policy 8.2 – Identify “gaps” in Service Areas: Residential areas where 
there are gaps in parks, open space, or recreation services will be 
identified and creative means will be sought to fill these gaps (i.e. public 
school sites, regional parks in other jurisdictions, etc.)  
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Policy 8.3 – Ensure Neighborhood Parks have Adequate Facilities, 
Service, and Size: Through the community needs assessment and the 
Master Plan, neighborhood parks will be evaluated to determine if the 
parks are offering the facilities and services necessary in their specific 
location and neighborhood.  
 
Policy 8.4 – Encourage Resident Participation in Neighborhood Parks: 
Instill a sense of ownership in neighborhood parks by providing 
surrounding residents an opportunity to participate in the process of park 
planning, maintenance, development, and enhancement as opportunities 
arise.  
 
Policy 8.5 – Recreation Needs: Provide sports fields, recreation facilities, 
walking, jogging and hiking areas, and recreations programs in quantities 
and types that generally address the demands of Pasadena residents and 
those who work in Pasadena.  
 
Policy 8.6 – Multi-Use Fields and Facilities: Continue to promote 
participation in a wide range of sports and recreation programs by utilizing 
fields and facilities for multiple-uses.  

 
OBJECTIVE 9 – JOINT USE FACILITY DEVELOPMENT: Promote the shared 
use of public and private recreational land and facilities for community 
recreational uses, and/or as neighborhood recreation centers or community 
centers of focus.  
 

Policy 9.1 – Employ Joint Use to Meet Community Needs: Based on the 
findings of the community needs assessment performed through the 
Master Plan, explore how public school facilities or private facilities could 
be utilized in a shared manner to meet specific community needs for open 
space, recreation programs, or developed facilities such as sports fields.  
 
Policy 9.2 – Enhance School District Facilities to Benefit Students and the 
Community: The City of Pasadena and the Pasadena Unified School 
District should explore mechanisms to fund enhancements to School 
District property for students and the community at large.  
 
Policy 9.3 – Encourage Public Schools as Neighborhood Parks: Promote 
the shared use of public school recreational land and facilities for City 
recreational uses and/or as community centers on weekends and periods 
when school is not in session. (LUE Policy 17.2)  
 
Policy 9.4 – Employ Joint Use to Fill Service Gaps: Explore specific 
facilities owned by the School District or private parties to fill gaps 
identified in the Recreation & Park Master Plan. Schools or private 
facilities may provide sports fields, indoor facilities, or program facilities.  
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OBJECTIVE 10 – PARK AND GREEN SPACE DESIGN: Park and open space 
projects should be planned so that recreational facilities reinforce the historic 
nature of Pasadena’s parks as well as Pasadena’s character, heritage, and 
neighborhoods.  
 

Policy 10.1 – Pasadena’s Character and Heritage: Appropriate elements 
that reflect Pasadena’s character and heritage should be incorporated into 
the design and appearance of parks and green spaces.  
 
Policy 10.2 – Appropriate Neighborhood Scale: Improvements within parks 
or recreation facilities should be scaled to their location and should relate 
to the neighborhood they are placed in.  
 
Policy 10.3 – Quality: Pasadena’s green spaces should have a quality 
appearance that instills pride in the surrounding neighborhood and the 
City at large.  

 
OBJECTIVE 11 – BALANCE SPECIAL EVENTS WITH LOCAL RECREATION 
NEEDS: It is important to balance the recreational and open space needs of and 
capacity for Pasadena residents with the status of many of the City’s parks as 
popular venues for local and regional events such as music festivals, seasonal 
celebrations, and cultural activities, many of which also serve as key promotional 
activities for the City’s regional and national image.  
 

Policy 11.1 – Protect Local Recreation Needs at Special Event Facilities: 
Through careful planning, continue to promote special events while 
providing access to recreational activities at City facilities. Provide 
adequate land resources to hold large special events while not 
unreasonably displacing recreational areas.  
 
Policy 11.2 – Community Identity: Continue to promote special events and 
celebrations that reinforce Pasadena’s community identity and provide 
incentives for organizers to use Pasadena’s facilities.  

 
OBJECTIVE 12 – IMPROVE ACCESS TO PARK AND RECREATION 
FACILITIES: The interface between all modes of travel (i.e. public transit, 
walking, bicycling) and recreation facilities is key in promoting the Citywide 
mobility policy that Pasadena will be a City where people can circulate without 
cars.  
 

Policy 12.1 – Pedestrian and Bicycle Connectivity: Parks and open spaces 
should be planned to be accessible to pedestrians and bicyclists through 
public sidewalks and bike routes.  
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Policy 12.2 – Pedestrian and Bicycle Amenities: Benches, drinking 
fountains, and bicycle racks should be available at all park and recreation 
facilities. Buses routed to parks and open space areas should be 
equipped with bike racks.  
 
Policy 12.3 – Transit Connections: The ARTS bus program shall continue 
to plan routes to provide access to key recreation and park facilities 
throughout the City. This is especially true to connect senior living facilities 
with recreation facilities. 
 

Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
Chapter 3.23.10 of the Pasadena Municipal Code lists the dedicated parklands 
and the Department of Public Works and Transportation drawings depicting their 
boundaries. 
   
Chapter 3.24 Parks and Public Grounds details the use of public parks and 
grounds. Section 3.24.110 lists prohibited acts.   
 
Chapter 4.17, Residential Impact Fee, of the Municipal Code allows a residential 
impact fee to be imposed on new residential development.  The funds from these 
fees are to be used to develop park or recreational facilities and/or target certain 
improvements for acquisition, construction or installation. Only the interest on 
these funds may be used for maintenance or operation of the park or recreation 
facilities. 
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3.19  TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 
 

The required standards and best practices identify the federal, state and city 
criteria that govern the standards of transportation and circulation and should be 
considered by the City of Pasadena when rendering decisions on projects that 
include construction, operation, or maintenance activities that will result in 
significant detrimental traffic impacts.   
 
STATE 
 
Congestion Management Program 
 
The State has mandated the implementation of a Congestion Management 
Program (CMP) that was enacted by the State Legislature with the passage of 
Proposition 111 in 1990.  The program is intended to address the impact of local 
growth on the regional transportation system and is addressed as part of the 
traffic analysis.  The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) maintains the CMP for Los Angeles County.  The most recent iteration of 
the Los Angeles County CMP (as of August 2005) was adopted 2004. 
 
Circulation or Mobility Element 
 
A circulation element is one of the seven required elements of the general plan.  
According to the State’s General Plan Guidelines this element must be correlated 
with the land use element and identify the general location and extent of existing 
and proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, and other 
local public utilities and facilities.  
  
REGIONAL 
 
The Government Code also recognizes the need for transportation and mobility 
planning to consider regional transportation issues.  Therefore, various 
provisions of the Mobility Element address efforts to coordinate City 
transportation improvements with improvements to the regional transportation 
network.  
 
CITY OF PASADENA 
The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
2004 Adopted Mobility Element 
 
The Mobility Element of The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
states specific goals, policies, and plans to improve the operations of the citywide 
transportation facilities and service. All components of the City of Pasadena 
General Plan Mobility Element conform to the State of California’s General Plan 
Guidelines (Government Code Section 65302(b)) with respect to the minimum 
requirements of a circulation or mobility element. The Mobility Element of the 

Sec 3: Required Standards/Best Practices  August 2008 
 Page 3-107 



 

Comprehensive General Plan also is internally consistent with other elements of 
Pasadena’s Comprehensive General Plan in conformance with Government 
Code Section 65300.5.  This consistency is needed because the goals, policies, 
and objectives of the Mobility Element have a direct impact on the physical, 
social and economic fabric of the City.  
 
The 2004 Mobility Element is organized into the following chapters: Purpose of 
the Mobility Element; Issues, Objectives and Policies; Mobility Plan; 
Implementation Programs; and Other Circulation Facilities.  The four “major 
objectives” of the Mobility element are: 
 
• Promote a livable community; 

 
• Encourage non-auto travel; 
 
• Protect neighborhoods by discouraging traffic from intruding into 

community neighborhoods; and 
 
• Manage multimodal corridors to promote and improve citywide 

transportation services. 
 
City of Pasadena Transportation Impact Review Current Practice and 
Guidelines 
 
In 2004, PasDOT (Pasadena Department of Transportation) prepared the “City of 
Pasadena Transportation Impact Review Current Practice and Guidelines”. 
These guidelines were prepared to support existing transportation related 
policies and goals that are found in various documents such as the Mobility 
Element. 
  
The guidelines establish the following: 
 

• Thresholds for determining what level of traffic review is required for a 
specific type of project. A project may be determined to be exempt by 
PasDOT, it may need a Traffic Assessment or a Traffic and Parking 
Impact Analysis (Traffic Study) may be required;   

• Thresholds for determining significant impacts (street segments, 
intersections etc.); 

• Procedures for preparing a Transportation Impact Study; 
• Procedures for PasDOT review of projects; 
• A “List of Related Projects” that is updated quarterly. 

 
Note: As of September 2006, PasDOT is currently in the process of preparing the 
City of Pasadena Pedestrian Master Plan. This plan uses existing policies that 
are found in several documents (General Plan, Specific Plans etc.) and creates 
strategies to encourage pedestrian friendly development throughout the City.   
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3.20 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
The required standards and best practices identify the state and local statutes 
and guidelines that should be considered by the City of Pasadena when 
rendering decisions on projects involving such activities.  
 
STATE 
 
California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act 
 
The California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991 required 
each jurisdiction to adopt an ordinance by September 1, 1994, requiring each 
Development Project to provide an adequate storage area for collection and 
removal of recyclable materials. 
 
Public Utilities Code 
 
In the California State Public Utility Code, Section 216, a public utility is defined 
to include every common carrier and any of the following corporations: toll bridge, 
pipeline, gas, electrical, telephone, telegraph, water, sewer system and heat 
where the commodity is delivered to the public or a portion of the public. 
 
Using this definition the City of Pasadena operates the following public utilities: 
power, water, sewer system and solid waste collection.  Public utilities which 
serve Pasadena but are not operated by the City include solid waste franchises, 
telephone, cable franchise, and gas.  Two public transportation corporations also 
serve the City. 

 
For more information on electricity see Section 3.9 Energy. 

 
COUNTY 
 
County of Los Angeles Solid Waste Management Action Plan 
 
The County’s Solid Waste Management Action Plan currently requires each city 
or county to divert 50% of its solid waste away from landfills through recycling, 
composting, and source-reduction programs. 
 
Sanitation District 16 
 
The City of Pasadena is within Sanitation District 16 of Los Angeles County.  The 
Master Connection Fee Ordinance for County Sanitation District no. 16 sets per 
unit usage for sewage flow, chemical oxygen demand and suspended solids by 
type of use. 
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CITY  
 
City of Pasadena Municipal Code 
Title 8, Health and Safety 
 
Section 8.60.120, Solid Waste Reduction Program, provides the opportunity 
for Pasadena residents to participate in a solid-waste reduction program that is 
designed to reduce the amount of mixed solid waste by allowing separate 
collection of recyclables and yard waste.  It is intended that the cost saving to the 
city be passed along to the participating residential unit as reflected in the cost 
for services as adopted by the City Council.  
 
Section 8.70.95, a subsection of Section 8.70, Stormwater Management and 
Discharge Control, requires construction sites requiring a building or grading 
permit to comply with the following: 
 

• Any person or company engaging in construction activities of five 
acres or more will be requested to have a general construction 
permit issued by the RWQCB and must demonstrate possession of 
such permit before grading or building permits can be issued. The 
general construction permit shall be retained on site and shall be 
shown to city officers or inspectors at their request. 

 
Section 8.62 Waste Management Plan for Certain construction and 
Demolition Projects Within the City of Pasadena requires the following 
projects to divert 50% of construction and demolition debris: 
 

• Residential additions of 1,000 square feet or more of gross floor 
area; 

• Tenant improvements of 3,000 square feet or more of gross floor 
area; 

• New structures of 1,000 square feet or more of gross floor area; 
• Demolition of 1,000 square feet or more of gross floor area; and 
• All city public works and city public construction projects which are 

awarded pursuant to the competitive bidding procedure established 
by Chapter 4.08 of the Pasadena Municipal Code. 

 
Divert is defined as the reuse of construction and demolition debris to avoid 
disposal in a landfill. 

 
Title 13, Utilities and Sewers  
 
These regulations set forth the minimum standards, provisions, and requirements 
for the safe construction, maintenance, operation, and the general supervision of 
utilities and sewers within the City of Pasadena.  Section 13.24.530 of Title 13 
specifically covers industrial waste pretreatment facilities, stating the following: 
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[E]very industrial waste pretreatment facility shall be adequately 
maintained to accomplish its intended purpose.  Abandonment or failure to 
properly maintain such equipment shall be cause for immediate revocation 
of the industrial connection sewer permit and disconnection from the 
public sewer. (Ord. 4170 § 3.13, 1950). 
 

Chapter 13.14 provides for the establishment and operation of underground utility 
districts.  Within these districts new construction and /or an upgrade in service 
means the property owner must underground his or her electrical service, if an 
underground conduit is available in the adjacent street.  The property owner is 
responsible for the cost of the undergrounding from the electrical service box to 
the property line nearest the connection to the public conduit.  
 
Plans and Elements 
2000 Urban Water Management  
 
The Water Division of the City of Pasadena Department of Water and Power 
prepares this plan.  It is the City’s efforts to comply with the California Urban 
Water Management Planning Act.  This act requires urban water suppliers to 
initiate planning strategies that make every effort to ensure the appropriate level 
of reliability in its water service sufficient to meet the needs of its various 
categories of customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry-water years.  
 
Water is still a relatively scarce resource in the State of California particularly in 
Southern California.  The 2000 Urban Water Management Plan states that 
statewide more water is being withdrawn annually from the water table than is 
replaced by natural precipitation and resulting drainage into watershed areas. 
 
Note: Urban Water Master Plans are prepared every five (5) years.  As such, the 
Water Division of the City of Pasadena Department of Water and Power is 
currently preparing the 2005 Urban Water Management Plan.  This plan will be 
adopted by the end of 2005. 

 
1992 Source Reduction and Recycling Element  
 
The Solid Waste Management Division of the City of Pasadena Department of 
Public Works prepares this plan. The City’s Solid Waste Management Action 
Plan was implemented to divert 50% of the City’s solid waste away from landfills 
through recycling, composting, and source-reduction programs. 
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SECTION 4.0 
ENVIRONMENTAL FORMS 

 
4.0 GENERAL 
 
This section contains most of the forms used for CEQA analysis, documentation 
and public noticing of project or project application impacts. The most up to date 
City forms can be found on the City’s server at: 
W:\Environmental\Standard Forms, Templates, Notices  
Many of these forms are also available on the Internet as appendices to the 
CEQA Guidelines, which are on the web at: 
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines/. 
  
Forms included are:  

• Master Application (including the Environmental Assessment form). 
• Notice of Exemption 
• Solicitation for Environmental Services 
• Environmental Checklist Form (Initial Study template)   
• Negative Declaration 
• Notice of Completion and Environmental Transmittal Form  
• Notice of Completion 
• Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration 
• Notice of Preparation of an EIR (Sample) 
• Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR  
• Notice of Determination 
• CA Department of Fish and Game CEQA Filing Fee No Effect 

Determination Form  
• Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program  
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MASTER APPLICATION FORM 

Planning & Development Department, 175 North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91109 
 

Application # _______________________ 

PROJECT ADDRESS:           

  

PROJECT NAME:          
  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:(Please describe demolitions, alterations and any new 

construction)_________________             
        

 __________________________ 
Zoning Designation ____________________   General Plan Designation 

_________________________ 

APPLICANT/OWNER INFORMATION 
Name of Applicant:           
 _____
Address:                   
 _____ 
Phone #  (day)        Fax #___________________ E-
mail________________ 
Contact Person:           
 _____
Address:                   
 _____ 

Phone #  (day)         Fax#____________             E-

mail_________________ 

Name of Property Owner:     _  Company:    

 ____
Address:             
  
City:  _________________________________  State:  ______________  Zip:   
 _____
Type of City review and approvals required: 
 
       ___ Zone Change   ____ Conditional Use Permit    ____ Sign Exception     ____ Design Review 

       ___ Variance           ____ CUP in Hillside               ____ City of Gardens    ____ Street Vacation 

      ___ General Plan     ____ Development                   ____ Single Family       ____ Master 
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              Amendment                   Plan Review                                    in Hillside area              Development 

Plan 

       ___ Subdivision     ____ Predevelopment Plan Review   ____ Other: 

______________________________ 

Explain clearly the nature of the review and approval request:   
 ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 



Master Application Form 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
EXISTING PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Assessor Parcel Number(s):                  ______________            

Square footage of property         Average slope of land if over 15% _____________ 
Surrounding Land Uses: 
North ____________________________           South ________________________________
East _____________________________           West  ________________________________
 
Existing  BLDG A  BLDG B BLDG C BLDG D 
Total gross square footage  
Year built 
Building footprint in square feet     
Open space/landscaping square footage
Paving square footage     
Number of parking spaces     
Height of Building in feet     
Number of stories 
Number of Housing Units
Square feet to be demolished 
Number of covenanted affordable units demolished
Number of housing units demolished 
Number of hotel/motel rooms to be demolished
To be altered? (yes/no) 
To be relocated? (yes/no) 
Un-reinforced Masonry? (yes/no) 
Type of Use (i.e. Residential, Commercial, Mixed Use, etc)

 
PROPOSED PROJECT INFORMATION: 
Estimated valuation: ________________________ 
 
Explain if the project located in geological hazard area (i.e. hillside area, seismic fault, erosive 
soils)?_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
List any engineering, geological, traffic, or other technical reports prepared concerning the 
proposed 
project:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of grading proposed: Cut: ____________Fill: ____________Balance: _____________

Imported: ______________  Exported: ________________

Square feet of open space/ landscaping:_____________  Square feet of paving: ____________

Type of development (single-family residence, apartments, condominiums, commercial, industrial, institutional): 
______________________________________________________________________
Total housing units ___ Is this an affordable housing project? (y/n) ___ # of affordable units____ 

Proposed energy type: All Electrical __ Electric Kitchen ___ Electric HVAC___Gas Kitchen ____ 
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Master Application Form 

 Proposed                     BLDG A          BLDG B           BLDG C          BLDG  D  
Total gross square footage     
Building footprint square feet  
Height of Building in feet  
Number of stories  
Number of parking spaces  
Number of Housing Units  
Number of Bedrooms  
Hotel/motel number of rooms  
Hours of Operation  
Number of Employees  
Square Feet of Restaurant Seating Area  
Number of Fixed Seats (Restaurant)  
Type of Use (i.e. Res., Commercial, Mixed)  
UBC Occupancy group  
UBC Type of construction  
Fire sprinklers? (yes/no)  
If there are additional buildings on the site, please attach a separate sheet with the above information for each 
building. 
 
Attach an explanation of any questions answered with yes. 
___ Is this a Phased Project? 
___ Will there be demolition or removal of any structure 50 years or more of age? 
___ Will there be demolition or removal of any structure of any age? 
___ Will there be any alteration of any existing structure 50 years or more of age? 
___ Will there be any alteration of any existing structure? 
 
INCLUSIONARY HOUSING (If proposed project includes 10 or more new residential units): 
Project Type:   Ownership (for sale)    For Sale Subarea    

    Rental     For Rental Subarea    
  ______ Combination (sale/rental) 
 
Net residential floor area (habitable space) of project in square feet: 

Rental units  ______________                 For Sale units ______________________

Total number of residential units proposed     

Inclusionary Units required #   Inclusionary Units proposed  #   
(Calculate at 6% prior to September 13, 2002, & 15% thereafter)  
Residential Unit Mix: 

# of 
Bdrms 

Total #  
Units 

# Units 
on-site 

# Units 
off-site

# Market 
Rate Units 

# Very Low 
Income Units 

# Low 
Income  Units 

# Mod. Income 
Units 

Studio        
1        
2        
3        
4        
5        

Alternatives Selected (If ‘Yes’ is selected, provide information in second part) 
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On-site Development ____No ____ Yes   Inclusionary Units Provided #________ 

Off-site Development ____No ____ Yes   Inclusionary Units Provided #________ 

Land Donation  ____No ____ Yes   Estimated Land Value $____________ 

In-Lieu Fee   ____No ____ Yes  Estimated In-Lieu Fee $    

 
Land Donation or Off-site Development Project Address       

              

 
Incentives Requested  
 Fee Waiver   ___Yes ____No 
 Unit Credit   ___Yes ____No 
 Density Bonus   ___Yes ____No 
 Financial Assistance  ___Yes ____No 
 Marketing Assistance  ___Yes ____No 
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Scientific Name 
Tree #13

Common Name 
DBH14 Height15 Spread 

Proposed Status 
X = Remove 
R = Remain 
L = Relocate 

Street tree or public 
tree?   

Y = Yes, N = No,  

TREE INVENTORY FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT            
(For hillside projects include all trees with a diameter of 4 inches or more. For all other projects, include all trees with a diameter of 8 inches or more.) 

U = Unknown 
  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

  
 

     

                                                 
13 Tree number should match number on the site plan. Show tree location on site plan. Include all street trees and trees in public rights-of-way. 
14 Diameter at breast height (DBH) measured at 4 1/2 feet above the point where the trunk meets the ground. 
15 Estimate the tree height and spread of canopy and provide measurement in feet. 

 



 

 

 
 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
To:                                                                           From: 
Los Angeles County Clerk                                       City of Pasadena                 
Business Filing & Registration                                 Planning & Development Dept.           
12400 E Imperial Hwy Rm 1101                              175 N. Garfield Avenue  
Norwalk CA 90650                                                  Pasadena, California 91109      
 
 
Project Title: 
 
Project Address: 
 
Project City:     Pasadena     Project County:  Los Angeles 
 
 
Project Description: 
 
 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: 
 
Project Contact Person: 
 
 
Exempt Status (Check one): 
 

Ministerial (CEQA Sec. 21080(b)(1);(CEQA Guidelines Section  15268) 
Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269)(b)(c)) 
Categorical Exemption.  California Admin. Code Title 14 Chapter 3 Section (insert #) 
Statutory Exemption California Admin. Code Title 14 Chapter 3 Section (insert #) 
General Rule California Admin. Code Title 14 Chapter 3  Sec. 15061 (b) (3) 

    
 
Reason why project is exempt: 
 
 
 
Lead Agency 
Contact Person:      Phone: 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COMPLETED BY:            
APPROVED BY      
TITLE:           TITLE 
DATE:            DATE: 
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Project Name and/or case #_________ Initial Study               Date Prepared       Page # 
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Solicitation for Environmental Services 

 
Date: Insert date 
 
To:  (Insert Name/Contact of selected firm) 
 
From: (Case Planner/ phone number) 
 
Re: Request for written proposal to prepare (EIR, ND, MND) for (Project name and address) 
 
 
Your firm has been selected from the Master Consultant’s List to prepare a (Insert document type) 
for the above listed project.  Attached is the detailed project description and contact information for 
the case planner.  Please provide the information contained in this request. Staff will evaluate your 
proposal to determine final selection for this project.  If you are unavailable to work on the project 
or if you wish to pass on this project, please contact the case manager as soon as possible. The 
next firm on the Master Consultant’s List will be given an opportunity to work on the project. 
 
Please provide a brief written proposal that contains the following information: 
 

 Proposed project team (including the project manager and all related staff); 
 Cost estimate; 
 Detailed schedule showing the estimated time to complete the ( Insert: EIR, ND, MND); 
 Identification of any technical studies that may be needed and the sub-consultant who will 

prepare those studies. 
 
 

Please submit this information no later than 5:00 p.m on (10 days from date of form) to  
 

Insert Name 
Planning and Development Department 

175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena CA 91107 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

(Case planner to provide a detailed description of the project and a map, site plan or any 
supporting material that will assist the environmental firm in preparing their proposal) 

 



     
           

  
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM (INITIAL STUDY FORM) 

 
CITY OF PASADENA  

175 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 
PASADENA, CA 91109-7215 

 
INITIAL STUDY 

 
In accordance with the Environmental Policy Guidelines of the City of Pasadena, this analysis, the 
associated “Master Application Form,” and/or Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and 
supporting data constitute the Initial Study for the subject project.  This Initial Study provides the 
assessment for a determination whether the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment. 
 
 

SECTION I – PROJECT INFORMATION 
 

1. Project Title: 
 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: 
 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number: 

 
4. Project Location: 

 
5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: 
 
6. General Plan Designation:  

 
7. Zoning: 

 
8. Description of the Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later 

phases of the project and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its 
implementation.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 
9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: (Briefly describe the project’s surroundings) 
 
10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g. permits, financing approval, or 

participation agreement): 
 

Project Name and/or case #_________ Initial Study               Date Prepared       Page # 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at 
least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the 
following pages. 
 

 Aesthetics   Geology and Soils   Population and Housing
 

  Agricultural 
Resources 

  Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials 

  Public Services 

  Air Quality   
Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

  Recreation 

  Biological Resources 
 

  Land Use and 
Planning 
 

  
Transportation/Traffic 

  Cultural Resources 
   Mineral Resources 

  
 Utilities and Service 
Systems 

   
Energy 
 

  Noise 
   Mandatory Findings of 

Significance 

 
DETERMINATION:  (to be completed by the Lead Agency) 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

  

  I find that, although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be 
a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on an attached sheet have been 
added to the project.  A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
I find that the proposed MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required.  

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless 
mitigated” impact on the environment., but at least  effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier 
document pursuant to applicable legal standards , and 2)  has been addressed by mitigation measures 
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.  An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 
 
 
 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that 
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 

 
_________________________________         _________________________
Prepared By/Date     Reviewed By/Date 
 
____________________________________         __________________________ __ 
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Printed Name                  Printed Name 
EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 
 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported by the 
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question.  A “No Impact” answer is adequately 
supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one 
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone).  A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based 
on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, 
based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as well as 
project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. 

 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers must 
indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “ 
Potentially Significant Impact’ is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect is significant.  If there are one or 
more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

 
 

4) “Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of mitigation 
measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less than Significant 
Impact.”  The Lead Agency must describe the mitigation measures and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less 
than significant level (mitigation measures from Section 20, “Earlier Analysis,” may be cross-referenced). 

 
 

5)     Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.  See CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(c)(3)(D).  Earlier 
analyses are discussed in Section 20 at the end of the checklist. 

 
a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

 
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of and 

adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects 
were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 
 

 
c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,” describe the 

mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they 
address site-specific conditions for the project. 

 
6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential impacts 

(e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).  Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where 
appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.  A source list should be 
attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

 
7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted should 

be cited in the discussion. 
 
8) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

 
a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant
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          Significant 
Potentially           Unless              Less Than 
Significant       Mitigation is         Significant            No 
   Impact         Incorporated           Impact           Impact             
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SECTION II -  ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 
 

 
1. Background 
 Date checklist submitted: 
 Department requiring checklist:                        
 Planner assigned:  
 
2. Environmental Impacts (explanations of all answers are required): 
 

          Significant 
Potentially           Unless              Less Than 
Significant       Mitigation is         Significant            No 
   Impact         Incorporated           Impact            Impact  
 

3. AESTHETICS.  Would the project: 
 
 a.  Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? (      ) 
                                   

 (         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

b.  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

c.  Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings?  (     ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
WHY? 
 

d.  Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area?         (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
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4. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES.  In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are 

significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land 
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of 
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. 
Would the project: 

 
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 

(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?  (      ) 

                                   
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

b.  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

c. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?   (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 

WHY? 
 
 
5. AIR QUALITY.  Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality 

management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations.  Would the project:   

 
 a.  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? (      ) 
 

  (         )              (         )                 (         )           (        ) 
   

WHY? 
  

b. Violate any air quality standard or contribute to an existing or projected air quality 
violation?      (       ) 
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                                                         (         )              (         )               (         )         (        )  
 
WHY? 
 

c.  Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? (      ) 

  
 (         )              (         )                (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

d.  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? (      ) 
                                        

(         )               (         )                (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY?  
 

e.  Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? (      ) 
                                        

(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY?  
 
 
6. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

 
a.  Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 

species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? (      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

b.  Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  (      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
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WHY? 
 

c.  Have a substantial adverse effect of federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?(      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                  (         )            (        )   

WHY? 
 

 
 
 
d.  Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 

wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? (      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

e.  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance?  (      )          

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 
f.   Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural 

Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), or other approved local, regional, or state 
habitat conservation plan?  (       ) 

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
   

 
 
7. CULTURAL RESOURCES.   Would the project: 
 

 a.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as 
defined in Section 15064.5? (      ) 

  
 (         )              (         )                (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
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b.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 

pursuant to Section 15064.5?   (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY?                           
 

c.  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature?  (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

d.  Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal ceremonies?       
(      ) 

                         
 

 (         )              (         )                (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 
 
8. ENERGY Would the proposal: 
 

a.  Conflict with adopted energy conservation plans? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

b. Use non-renewable resources in a wasteful and inefficient manner? (      ) 
 

 (         )               (         )                (         )            (        ) 
 

Why? 
 
 
9. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Would the project:  
 

a. Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving: 
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i.   Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or 
based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines 
and Geology Special Publication 42. (        ) 

 
    (         )              (         )                (        )            (        )   

 
WHY? 
 

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking? (        ) 
 
    (         )              (         )                (         )           (        )   

 
WHY? 
 

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction as delineated on the most 
recent Seismic Hazards Zones Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or 
based on other substantial evidence of known areas of liquefaction?   (        ) 

 
    (         )              (         )                (         )           (        )   

 
WHY? 

 
iv.     Landslides as delineated on the most recent Seismic Hazards Zones Map issued 

by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of 
known areas of landslides? (        ) 

 
    (         )              (         )                 (         )          (        )   

 
WHY? 
 

 
b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? (      )                                 

                                 
 (        )               (        )                (         )             (        )   

 WHY? 
 

c.  Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as 
a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?  (      )  

                                           
(        )               (        )                 (         )             (        )   

WHY?  
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d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 

(1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? (      ) 
 

(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 
WHY? 
 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? (      )   

(         )              (         )                  (         )             (       )   
 
WHY? 
 

 
 

10. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Would the project: 

a.  Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, 
use or disposal of hazardous materials? (      ) 

 
 (        )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? (      ) 

 
 (        )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?  (      ) 

 
 (        )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
   

WHY? 
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d. Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment?  (      ) 

 
 (        )              (         )                 (         )             (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? (      ) 

 
                                                 (        )              (         )              (         )        (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area?  (      ) 

 
                                             (        )              (         )                (        )           (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

g. Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? (      ) 

 
                                              (         )              (         )               (        )          (        ) 
 

WHY? 
 

h. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland 
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? (      ) 

 
                                              (         )              (         )                (         )         (       ) 
 

WHY? 
 
 
11. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project: 
 
 a.  Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? (      ) 
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                                                          (         )              (         )               (         )         (       )   
 

WHY? 
 

b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the 
local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would 
drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)? (      ) 
 

                                               
 

WHY? 
 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or off-site? (      ) 

                 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

d. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount 
of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? (      ) 

      
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

e. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff? (      ) 

   
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
  

f. Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? (      ) 
   

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
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g. Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood 

Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or dam inundation area as shown in the 
City of Pasadena adopted Safety Element of the General Plan or other flood or 
inundation  delineation map?  (      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                 (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

h. Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would impede or redirect 
flood flows? (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

i. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, 
including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 
j. Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 
 
12. LAND USE AND PLANNING.   Would the project: 
 

a. Physically divide an existing community? (      ) 
                                 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

b. Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to the general plan, specific plan, or 
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect? (        ) 
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 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 

WHY?  
 

c. Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan (HCP) or natural community 
conservation plan (NCCP) ?      (      ) 

 
 
 
 
13. MINERAL RESOURCES.   Would the project: 
 

a.  Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state? (      ) 

 
(         )              (         )                  (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
  

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? (      ) 

               
(         )              (         )                  (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 
 
 
14. NOISE.  Will the project result in: 
 

a. Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards established 
in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?  
(      )                                            

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

b. Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels?  (      )   
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WHY? 

c. A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? (      )   

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 

d. A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project? (      )   

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?  (      )   

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?  (      )   

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 

15. POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the project: 
 

a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? (      ) 

 
          (         )              (         )                  (         )          (        )    

                  
 WHY? 
 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? (      ) 

 
          (         )              (         )                  (         )          (        )   
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c. Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? (      ) 

 
          (         )              (         )                  (         )          (        )   
 

 WHY? 
 
 
16. PUBLIC SERVICES.  Will the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated 

with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services:                 

 
a. Fire Protection? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )           (        )   
 

WHY?.  
 

b. Libraries?  (      )  
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY?  
 
c. Parks? (      ) 
 
    
               (        )              (         )                 (         )          (        )  

WHY? 
 
d. Police Protection?  (      )  
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
WHY?  

 
e. Schools?  (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
  

WHY? 
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f. Other public facilities? (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 
 
17. RECREATION.   
 

a. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated? (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
         

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?   
(      ) 

 
                    (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 
 
 
 
18. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.   Would the project: 
 
 

a. Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the number of 
vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)? (      )            

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )  
 

WHY? 
 

b. Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by the 
county congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?  (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
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c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic levels or a 

change in location that results in substantial safety risks?  (      ) 
 

(         )              (         )                  (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?  (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

e. Result in inadequate emergency access? (      )                                                  
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

f. Result in inadequate parking capacity?  (      )                                                     
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

g. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation 
(e.g. bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? (      )                                                     

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   

WHY? 
 
 

19. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would the project: 

a. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality 
Control Board? (      ) 

   
     (         )            (         )              (         )            (         )         
              

WHY? 
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b. Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or 

expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects?  (      ) 

 
     (         )              (         )                (         )         (        ) 
   

WHY?.                                         
 

c. Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects?  (      ) 

   
  (         )               (         )              (         )             (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

d. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing entitlements 
and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed?  (      ) 
 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )  
  

WHY?  
 

e. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments?  (      ) 

  
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s 
solid waste disposal needs?  (      ) 

             
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste?  
 (      ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
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WHY? 
 
 
20. Earlier Analysis Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or 

other CEQA process, one or more effects have been analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative 
declaration.  Section 15063(c )(3)(D).  In this case a discussion should identify the following 
sheets: 
 
a. Earlier analyses used.  Identify earlier analyses and state where they are available for 

review. 
 

b. Impacts adequately addressed.  Identify which effects from the above checklist were within 
the scope of and adequately analyzed by a document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based 
on analysis. 

 
c. Mitigation Measures.  For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation 

Incorporated” describe the mitigation measures incorporated or refined from the earlier 
document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.  

 
21. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.  
 

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory?   (        )                                    

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        )   
 

WHY? 
 

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future project?   (        ) 

 
 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
   

WHY? 
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c. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly?      (        )  

 
WHY? 

 (         )              (         )                 (         )            (        ) 
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 INITIAL STUDY REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
    
# Document 
    
1 Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, California Public Resources Code, revised January 1, 

1994 official Mt. Wilson, Los Angeles and Pasadena quadrant maps were released March 25, 1999. 
2 CEQA Air Quality Handbook, South Coast Air Quality Management District, revised 1993 
3 East Pasadena Specific Plan Overlay District, City of Pasadena Planning and Development 

Department, codified 2001 
4 Energy Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 1983 
5 Fair Oaks/Orange Grove Specific Plan Overlay District, City of Pasadena Planning and 

Development Department codified 2002 
6 Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) Land Use and Mobility Elements of the General Plan, 

Zoning Code Revisions, and Central District Specific Plan, City of Pasadena, certified 2004 
7 2000-2005 Housing Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 2002. 
8 Inclusionary Housing Ordinance Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 17.71 Ordinance #6868 
9 Land Use Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 2004 
10 Mobility Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 2004 
11 Noise Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 2002 
12 Noise Protection Ordinance Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 9.36 Ordinances # 5118, 6132, 

6227, 6594 and 6854  
13 North Lake Specific Plan Overlay District, City of Pasadena Planning and Development 

Department, Codified 1997 
14 Pasadena Municipal Code, as amended  
15 Recommendations On Siting New Sensitive Land Uses, California Air Resources Board, May 2005 
16 Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide, “Growth Management Chapter,” Southern California 

Association of Governments, June 1994 
17 Safety Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 2002 
18 Scenic Highways Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, adopted 1975 
19 Seismic Hazard Maps, California Department of Conservation, official Mt. Wilson, Los Angeles 

and Pasadena quadrant maps were released March 25, 1999. The preliminary map for Condor 
Peak was released in 2002. 

20 South Fair Oaks Specific Plan Overlay District Planning and Development, codified 1998 
21 State of California “Aggregate Resource in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area” by David J. Beeby, 

Russell V. Miller, Robert L. Hill, and Robert E. Grunwald, Miscellaneous map no. .010, copyright 
1999, California Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology 

22 Storm Water and Urban Runoff Control Regulations Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 8.70 
Ordinance #6837 

23 Transportation Impact Review Current Practice and Guidelines, City of Pasadena, August, 2005 
24  Tree Protection Ordinance Pasadena Municipal Code Chapter 8.52  Ordinance # 6896 
25 West Gateway Specific Plan Overlay District, City of Pasadena Planning and Development 

Department codified 2001 
26 Zoning Code, Chapter 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code 

 



 

 
SAMPLE: ATTACH THE INITIAL STUDY AND MITIGATION MEASURES/MMRP (IF ANY) WITH THIS FORM.  ADD 
“PROPOSED” IN FRONT OF THE TITLE BELOW IF THIS IS THE DRAFT ND/MND THAT YOU ARE SENDING 
WITH YOUR NOI.   
 
City of Pasadena 
Planning Division 
175 N. Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, California 91101-1704 

 
NEGATIVE (or MITIGATED) DECLARATION 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROJECT TITLE: 
 
PROJECT APPLICANT:                                   
 
PROJECT  CONTACT PERSON: 
 
ADDRESS: 
 
TELEPHONE: 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: Insert Address 
City of Pasadena 
County of Los Angeles 
State of California 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

FINDING 
On the basis of the initial study on file in the Current Planning Office: 
 
         The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
         The proposed project COULD have a significant effect on the environment, however there 
will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described in the 
Mitigation Monitoring Program on file in the Planning Division Office were adopted to reduce the 
potential impacts to a level of insignificance. 
 
          The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Completed by:                                                  Determination Approved: 
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Title:                                                                 Title: 
Date:                                                                 Date: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: 
COMMENTS RECEIVED ON DRAFT:            Yes         No 
INITIAL STUDY REVISED:            Yes         No 
 
 



 

 
NOTICE OF COMPLETION_& ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT 
TRANSMITTAL  

See NOTE below 
 
SCH #________________ For U.S. Mail:  State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814   916/445-0613 
 

Project Title:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Lead Agency: ____________________________________________________  Contact Person: ___________________________ 
Street Address:  __________________________________________________  Phone:___________________________________ 
City:  ____________________________________  Zip:  _________________  County:__________________________________ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Project Location 
County:  __________________________________ City/Nearest Community:  
___________________________________________ 
Cross Streets:  __________________________________________  Zip Code:  ____________________   
Assessor’s Parcel No.  __________________ Section:  ___________  Twp.  ____________  Range:  _________  Base:  _______ 
Latitude________________________  Longitude_____________________________________  
Within 2 Miles:        State Hwy #:  _______________________  Waterways:  __________________________________________ 
                                 Airports:  _________________________  Railways:  ____________________  Schools:  ________________ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Document Type 
CEQA:   NOP   Draft EIR NEPA:   NOI Other:   Joint Document  
   Early Cons   Supplement to EIR     EA   Final Document 
   Neg Dec   Subsequent EIR   Draft EIS   Other __________ 
   Mit Neg Dec    Other:    FONSI 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Local Action Type 

  General Plan Update 
  General Plan Amendment 
  General Plan Element 
  Community Plan 

 

  Specific  Plan 
  Master Plan 
  Planned Unit Development 
  Site Plan 

 

  Rezone 
  Prezone 
  Use Permit 
  Land Division (Subdivision, 

       Parcel Map, Tract Map, etc.) 

  Annexation 
  Redevelopment 
  Coastal Permit  
  Other ____________________ 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Development Type 

  Residential:   Units_______  Acres________   Water Facilities:   Type_____________ MGD________ 
  Office:          Sq.ft._______  Acres________  Employees________   Transportation:     Type__________________________ 
  Commercial: Sq.ft._______  Acres________  Employees________   Mining:                 Mineral_______________________ 
  Industrial:     Sq.ft._______  Acres________  Employees________   Power:                  Type_____________ MW_______ 
  Educational  ____________________________________________   Waste Treatment:  Type_____________ MGD ________ 
  Recreational  ___________________________________________   Hazardous Waste:  Type_________________________ 

  Other:  _______________________________________ Total Acres: (approx.): 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Project Issues Discussed in Document 

 Aesthetic / Visual  Fiscal  Recreation/Parks  Vegetation 
 Agricultural Land  Flood Plain / Flooding  Schools / Universities  Water Quality 
 Air Quality  Forest Land/Fire Hazard  Septic Systems  Water Supply/Groundwater 
 Archeological / Historical  Geologic/Seismic  Sewer Capacity  Wetland / Riparian 
 Biological Resources  Minerals  Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading  Growth Inducement 
 Coastal Zone  Noise  Solid Waste  Land Use 
 Drainage/Absorption  Population / Housing Balance  Toxic / Hazardous  Cumulative Effects 
 Economic/Jobs  Public Services/Facilities  Traffic / Circulation  Other_________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Present Land Use / Zoning / General Plan Use 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Project Description 
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NOTE:  Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new 
projects.  If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. from a Notice of 
Preparation or previous draft document), please fill it in.  
                         

Reviewing Agencies Checklist____________
     
____ Air Resources Board 
____ Boating & Waterways, Department of 
____ California Highway Patrol 
____ CALTRANS District # ________ 
____ CALTRANS Division of Aeronautics 
____ CALTRANS Planning 
____ Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy 
____ Coastal Commission 
____ Colorado River Board Commission 
____ Conservation, Department of 
____ Corrections, Department of 
____ Delta Protection Commission 
____ Education, Department of  
         Office of Public School Construction    
____ Fish & Game Region # ________ 
____ Food & Agriculture, Department of   
____ Forestry & Fire Protection 
____ General Services, Department of  
____ Health Services, Department of 
____ Housing & Community Development 
____ Integrated Waste Management Board 
____ Native American Heritage Commission 

____ Office of Emergency Services  
____ Office of Historic Preservation    
____ Parks & Recreation 
____ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 
____ Public Utilities Commission 
____ Reclamation Board 
____ Resources Agency    
____ Regional WQCB #______    
____ S. F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission 
____ San Gabriel &Lower Los Angeles Rivers 
         & Mountains Conservancy   
____ San Joaquin River Conservancy   
____ Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
____ State Lands Commission 
____ SWRCB:  Clean Water Grants 
____ SWRCB:  Water Quality 
____ SWRCB:  Water Rights  
____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
____ Toxic Substances Control, Department of  
____ Water Resources, Department of 
____ Other: ________________________________ 

KEY 
S = Document sent by lead agency 
X = Document sent by SCH 

 = Suggested distribution 

____ Other: ________________________________  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency) 
 
Starting Date _____________________________________ Ending Date ___________________________________ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Applicant: 
___________________________________ 
 
Address: 
______________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: 
_________________________________ 
Phone: (         ) 
________________________________ 

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 
 
Consulting 
Firm:________________________________ 
Address: 
______________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: 
_________________________________ 
Contact: 
______________________________________ 
Phone: (          ) 
________________________________ 

 

For SCH Use Only: 
 
Date Received at SCH _______________________________ 
Date Review Starts __________________________________ 
Date to Agencies ____________________________________ 
Date to SCH _______________________________________ 
Clearance Date _____________________________________ 
 
Notes: 

 
 
Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  
 
_____________________________________________      
 
Date __________________ 

  
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21087, Public Resources Code.   
Reference: Sections 21161, Public Resources Code. 
Updated per the State CEQA Guidelines as Amended through September 7, 
2004 
                     



 

 

 
Notice of Completion 

 
 
 

Project Title 
 
 
Project Location-Specific                                      
 
 
Project Location-City                                     Project Location-County 
 
 
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lead Agency                                                 Department/Division 
 
 
Address Where Copy of EIR is Available 
 
 
 
Review Period 
 
 
Contact Person                                        Area Code        Phone                Extension 
 
 
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21087, Public Resources Code.   
Reference: Sections 21092, 21152, and 21153, Public Resources Code. 
Updated per the State CEQA Guidelines as Amended through September 7, 2004 
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CITY OF PASADENA 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
WITH MITIGATION MEASURES (SAME FORMAT FOR NEG. DEC) 

  
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
APPLICANT NAME: City of Pasadena 
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:  Lots I, J and a portion of Brookside Park 
ZONING DISTRICT:  (OS) Open Space 
GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: Open Space 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (INSERT PROJECT DESCRIPTION)  
 
APPROVALS NEEDED: (LIST ANY KNOWN APPROVALS)  

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: An initial environmental study recommending a Negative 
Declaration with mitigation measures has been prepared.  Possible impacts identified in the Initial Study 
include Transportation/circulation, Biological resources, Noise, Aesthetics and Recreation INSERT 
SECTIONS HERE. 
 
PULIC REVIEW PERIOD: Comments on the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration may be 
received in writing between INSERT 20 DAY PERIOD and orally at public hearings or meetings considering 
these documents. Written comments should be sent to CASE PLANNER NAME, Permit Center, 175 N. 
Garfield Ave. Pasadena, 91109-7215. If you wish to challenge the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative 
Declaration in court, you may be limited to raising those issues that your or someone else raised at any 
public hearing or meetings where these documents were considered. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  The project site is not listed on any Hazardous Materials or waste databases 
pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION The draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
may be viewed at The Permit Center 175 North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, California 91109, between the hours of 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM Mondays through Thursdays and between 8:00 AM and 12:30 PM on Fridays.  The documents 
may also be viewed at the following locations: (SEND TO BRANCH LIBRARY NEAREST TO THE PROJECT SITE) 
 
Central Library   Linda Vista Branch Library  City Clerk’s Office 
285 E. Walnut St.             1281 Bryant   INSERT CHAMBER’S BUILDING ADDRESS  

 
 
For additional information contact: CASE PLANNER NAME, Current Planning Section, (626) 744-----.  
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Notice of Preparation 

 
TO:        FROM: 
NAME/ADDRESS OF RECIPIENT                                       LEAD AGENCY CONTACT                                              

INFO. 
 
 
   
 
Subject:  A Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report. 
 
____________________________ will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental 
Impact Report for the project identified below.  We need to know the views of your agency as to the 
scope and content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency’s statutory 
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project.  Your agency will need to use the EIR 
prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval for the project. 
 
The project description, location and the probable environmental effects are contained in the attached 
materials. A copy of the Initial Study _____is, _____ is not attached (ATTACH IF COMPLETE). 
 
Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible 
date but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.   
 
Please send your response to ______________________________ at the address above.  Please 
provide the name for a contact person in your agency. 
 
Project Title: 
 
Project Applicant, if any: 
 
Date:             
 
Signature: __________________________________ 
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CITY OF PASADENA 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

(Add notice of a public meeting or hearing if one is scheduled using format for body which is 
holding the meeting or hearing) s needed on the project shortly after the adoption of the Negative 

Declaration) 
  
To:  (Insert address of mailing list re-      From: City of Pasadena Environmental Administrator 
 cipient or Notice of Availability can      Planning and Development 
 be used with out To and From for       175 N. Garfield Ave. 
            newspaper publication or posting)       Pasadena, CA 91109-7125 
 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
APPLICANT NAME:  
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:   
ZONING DISTRICT:   
GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION:  

The City of Pasadena has completed the draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed (fill in 
name of project)_____________.  The Draft EIR analyzed the following impacts: (List all impacts analyzed 
in the Draft EIR).  The following impacts were found to be potentially significant or significant (List the 
significant environmental effects anticipated as a result of the project, to the extent which such effects are 
known at the time of the notice.) 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (Include the project location.) 
 
APPROVALS NEEDED: (List all approvals or advisory reviews needed appointed commissions or 
committee and the final discretionary office, committee or council adopting the Negative Declaration.  If 
different applications need approval describe briefly or list the approval needed and discretionary officer or 
body responsible for that approval.  For example: Conditional Use Permit- certification of EIR and adoption 
of Mitigation Measures, Mitigation Monitoring Program, required findings and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations and decision on CUP by Zoning Hearing Officer; Zone Change-advisory review by Planning 
Commission, certification of EIR and adoption of Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring Program, 
required findings and Statement of Overriding Consideration and decision on Zone Change City Council.) 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SITES:  The project site (is/is not) listed on a hazardous material list pursuant to 
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report may be received in writing 
between _________ and __________(Beginning date and ending date of public review period) and orally at 
public hearings or meetings considering these documents. Written comments should be sent to 
________________(Project manager) at ______________(address of project manager). If you wish to 
challenge Draft Environmental Impact Report court, you may be limited to raising those issues that you or 
someone else raised at any public hearing or meetings where these documents were considered. 

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION Background materials on the draft EIR and the 
Draft EIR may be viewed at _________________________________(list locations where documents are 
available for review and days and hours when they can be viewed.) 
 
Public Meetings or Hearings will be held at (list all known meetings or hearings giving location 
date and time.  CEQA does not require but encourages a public meeting or hearing on 
Environmental; Impact Reports) 
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For additional information contact: ___________(Project Manager name and phone number, e-mail address 
may be included) 
 
(Add any accessibility information for meetings or hearings see sample below) 
ADA:  For further information on accessibility, and to request a sign interpreter, an assistive listening 
system, and materials in Braille, large print or audio cassette, or auxiliary aides and services, please call 
(626) 744-4009 (TDD) at least one week in advance.  
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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 
 

Office of Planning and Research 
See p. 7-5 of guidelines to determine if sent to state 

From: City of Pasadena To: 

 
For U.S. Mail: 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
 

 
Street Address: 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

 
Planning & Development Dept. 
175 N. Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA  91101-1704 
 
 [Note: Revise if Planning & 
Development Department is not 
Lead Agency] 

To: Los Angeles County Clerk 
Business Filing & Registration  
12400 E Imperial Hwy Rm 1101 
Norwalk, CA  90650 
Attn: J. Bance Baker 

 
Contact: 

 
Phone:

 

 
 

SUBJECT: Filing Notice of Determination in compliance with §21108 or 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code. 
 
State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 
 
Project Title: 
 
Project Location (include county): 
 
Project Description:   
 
 
A Copy of the Negative Declaration (or Mitigated Negative Declaration) is available for review at the 
Pasadena Permit Center at the above referenced address. 
This is to advise that the ______________  Lead Agency or  Responsible Agency has approved the 
above described project on ______________ (date approved) and has made the following determinations 
regarding the above described project: 
 
1. The project  will  will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
2.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the Provisions of CEQA. 
      A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.   
3. Mitigation measures  were  were not made a condition of the approval of the project. 
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan  was  was not adopted for this project. 
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations  was  was not adopted for this project. 
6. Findings  were  were not made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA (Section 15091). 

 
This is to certify that the Final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the 
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Negative Declaration/Mitigated Declaration, is available to the General Public at: The City of Pasadena 
Permit Center, 175 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature (Public Agency)                                Date                                Title 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
Date received for filing:   
Date received for filing at OPR (if applicable): 
 
Authority Cited: Sections 21083 and 21087, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 
Updated per the State CEQA Guidelines as Amended through September 7, 2004 
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State of California – The Resources Agency                           ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov 
Environmental Review and Permitting 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1260 
Sacramento, California 95814 

 
CEQA Filing Fee No Effect Determination Form 

 
Applicant Name:    Date Submitted:  
 
Applicant Address: 
 
 
Project Name: 
 
CEQA Lead Agency: 
CEQA Document Type: (ND, MND, EIR)  
SCH Number and/or local agency ID number: 
 
Project Location: 
 
Brief Project Description: 
 
 
 
 
Determination:  Based on a review of the Project as proposed, the Department of Fish and Game has 
determined that for purposes of the assessment of CEQA filing fees [F&G Code 711.4(c)] the project has no 
potential effect on fish, wildlife and habitat and the project as described does not require payment of a CEQA 
filing fee. This determination does not in any way imply that the project is exempt from CEQA and does not 
determine the significance of any potential project effects evaluated pursuant to CEQA. 
 
Please retain this original determination for your records; you are required to file a copy of this determination 
with the County Clerk after your project is approved and at the time of filing of the CEQA lead agency’s 
Notice of Determination (NOD).  If you do not file a copy of this determination with the County Clerk at the 
time of filing of the NOD, the appropriate CEQA filing fee will be due and payable.   
 
Without a valid No Effect Determination Form or proof of fee payment, the project will not be operative, 
vested, or final and any local permits issued for the project will be invalid, pursuant to Fish and Game Code 
Section 711.4(c)(3). 
 
 
DFG Approval By:                                                             ___           Date:  __________ 
 
Title: ________________________________________________                           

 

 
 



 
        

 

SECTION 5.0 
MITIGATION MONITORING CHECKLIST 
  

DOCUMENTATION OF COMPLIANCE 
 
MITIGATION MEASURE 

 
RESPONSIBLE 
IMPLEMENTATION 
PARTY 

 
MONITORING PERIOD
D = Development 
P = Preconstruction 
B = Plan check / 

Building Permit 
C = Construction / 

Occupancy 
O = Ongoing 

 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY / 
MONITORING AGENCY 
 
 

ACTION/REPORTS EFFECTIVENESS  
1 = Unsatisfactory,  

2 = Satisfactory, 3 = Good 

SIGNATURE/DATE 

 
AESTHETICS  
 
Measure Aesthetics – 1  
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
Measure Agricultural -1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

AIR QUALITY 
 
Measure Air -1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Measure Bio – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Measure Cultural –1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
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DOCUMENTATION OF COMPLIANCE 

 
MITIGATION MEASURE 

 
RESPONSIBLE 
IMPLEMENTATION 
PARTY 

 
MONITORING PERIOD
D = Development 
P = Preconstruction 
B = Plan check / 

 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY / 
MONITORING AGENCY 
 
 

Building Permit 
C = Construction / 

Occupancy 
O = Ongoing 

ACTION/REPORTS EFFECTIVENESS  SIGNATURE/DATE 
1 = Unsatisfactory,  

2 = Satisfactory, 3 = Good 

Measure Geo –1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Measure Hazards – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
Measure Hydro – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

LAND USE AND PLANNING 
Measure Land Use – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

MINERAL RESOURCES 
Measure Minerals – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

NOISE 
Measure Noise – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
  

POPULATION AND HOUSING  
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DOCUMENTATION OF COMPLIANCE 

 
MITIGATION MEASURE 

 
RESPONSIBLE 
IMPLEMENTATION 
PARTY 

 
MONITORING PERIOD
D = Development 
P = Preconstruction 
B = Plan check / 

Building Permit 
C = Construction / 

Occupancy 
O = Ongoing 

 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY / 
MONITORING AGENCY 
 
 

ACTION/REPORTS EFFECTIVENESS  
1 = Unsatisfactory,  

2 = Satisfactory, 3 = Good 

SIGNATURE/DATE 

 
Measure Population -1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
 

 
Measure Public Services – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
 

 
 
Measure Recreation – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

    
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
 

 
 
Measure Transportation -1 
Insert Mitigation Measure  

 
 

 

   
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
 

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
  
Measure Utilities – 1 
Insert Mitigation Measure 

 
 

 

   
 
 
(Title of Monitoring Report) 
 

  
 
____________________ 
(Signature/Date of 
Monitoring Agency) 
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SECTION 5.0 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION  

 
This section of the Environmental Administrative Procedures identifies potential 
sources of information that may be consulted by the City of Pasadena when 
assessing a project’s potential environmental impacts. 
 
Sources of information are subject to periodic changes or updates that may not 
be reflected in this current document.  For example, Elements of the City of 
Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan are periodically updated.  Persons 
preparing CEQA documents should check with the authors or keepers of the 
source for the latest information. 
 
In some instances several sources are given to access information, for example 
a website, a telephone number and/or a location to visit and review information or 
talk with someone regarding information.  
 
FEDERAL 
 
A general source for U.S. Government information is 
http://www.firstgov.gov/About.shtml. The website to access the Federal 
Environmental Protection Agency is: http://www.epa.gov/.  Each federal agency 
may have its own procedures for complying with NEPA.  It is important to check 
with the funding agency for their requirements for NEPA compliance. 
 
STATE 
 
A general source of information for the State of California is 
http://www.ca.gov/state/portal/myca_homepage.jsp.  The website for the 
California Environmental Protection Agency is http://www.calepa.ca.gov/. 
 
REGIONAL 
 
A general website to access information about the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) is http://www.scag.ca.gov/. 
 
COUNTY 
 
A general website to access information on Los Angeles County is 
http://lacounty.info/. 
 
CITY 
 
The City’s general website: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/ is a good source of 
information for upcoming City Council and Commission Agendas, information 
about various departments and to access the Pasadena Municipal Code. 
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In general, City proposed and adopted publications can be viewed at the Central 
Library.  Documents such as: 
 

 Pasadena Municipal Code (includes the Zoning Code) 
o Proposed ordinances amending the PMC 

 City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
o Elements of the General Plan 
o Specific Plans authorized by the General Plan 

 Master Park Plans 
 CEQA documents analyzing proposed and in some cases adopted City 

documents 
 
The library is located at: 

 
285 E. Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA 91109 
(626) 744-4052 
 
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday    9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Sunday         1 p.m.  to 5 p.m. 

 
MAPPING 
 
Standardized mapping that can be used as reference materials, as well as, to 
locate sites and resources, include: 
 
• United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Quadrangles 

(USGS Quadrangles) – The City lies within four USGS Quadrangles – 
Pasadena, Mount Wilson, Condor Peak, and Los Angeles.  USGS 
Quadrangles provide a variety of information, including place names, 
natural features, topography, and landforms.  USGS Quadrangles can be 
downloaded from the University of California at Davis GIS webpage at the 
following link: 

 
http://casil.ucdavis.edu/casil/gis.ca.gov/drg/7.5_minute_series_albers_nad
27_untrimmed/34118/     

 
The maps can also be viewed in the USGS Quadrangles folder which is 
located in the Environmental folder in the W drive.  Hard copies of the 
maps are also on file with the Environmental Planner. 

• Thomas Brothers Mapping (Thomas Guide) – The Los Angeles County 
Thomas Guide provides a variety of information, including street names, 
place/community names, hospitals, schools, etc. 
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• City of Pasadena Aerial Photographs and Orthodigital Maps – A variety of 
information can be discerned from aerial photography, including land 
uses, land forms, vegetation, etc.  Ariel maps can be viewed through the 
City’s IMAP program (accessible from most desktop computers).  The 
maps can also be printed at 8 ½” x 11” or 11” x 17”.   

 
 For permission to view or obtain copies of larger printed aerial 

photographs at 200 scale contact: 
 

Gil Weiss, Engineer 
City of Pasadena Department of Public Works 
100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm. 307 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 
(626) 744-4690 

 
 For permission to view or obtain orthodigital maps contact: 

 
Information Technology Services Division 
100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm.  B-34 
Pasadena, Ca 91109 
(626) 744-4277 
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5.1 AESTHETICS 
 
The following sources of information may be used when assessing the potential for 
significant impacts on aesthetics: 
  
Sites listed as Scenic Highways, Experience Areas and Vistas 
 

• The Aesthetics Chapter of the Final EIR for the 2004 Land Use and Mobility 
Elements describes the aesthetic environment in the City of Pasadena, 
including notable view corridors, scenic viewsheds, and scenic architectural 
characteristics. 

 
• State Designated Scenic Highways are listed on the following website: 

 
- www.dot.ca.gov 
- http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/scenic_hwy.htm 
 

• Designated Scenic Experience Areas and other scenic resources located in 
the community of Altadena can be checked for projects immediately adjacent 
to unincorporated areas of the County of Los Angeles as follows: 

 
- Los Angeles County Regional Recreation Areas Plan 
- Altadena Community Plan, An Element of the County of Los Angeles 

General Plan 
 

• Designated Scenic Vistas (or comparable designations) for projects 
immediately adjacent to another City or unincorporated County area can be 
obtained from the adopted General Plan: 

 
- City of Sierra Madre General Plan 
- City of Arcadia General Plan 
- City of San Marino General Plan 
- South Pasadena General Plan 
- Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan:  An Element of the General 

Plan of the City of Los Angeles 
- Altadena Community Plan unincorporated part of the Los Angeles 

adopted July 10, 1986 
- City of Glendale General Plan 
- City of La Cañada – Flintridge General Plan 

 
 
Historic Resources 

• See Section 5.5 of this document for a complete list of information available 
for Historic Resources.  Sites listed as Historic Resources and criteria for 
determining eligibility of sites as historic resources: 
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- http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/dhp/homedhp.asp 
- http://ohp.parks.ca.gov 
- http://www.pasadenaheritage.org 
- http://anthro.fullerton.edu/sccic/ 
- http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/ 
  

Maps and Guides 
 
The physical relationship of the project to surrounding land uses and jurisdictions can 
be determined from a review of the following resources: 
 

• U.S.G.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute series topographical maps 
• Published street maps and guides 
• City of Pasadena Aerial Photographs and Orthodigital maps 

 
 

Pasadena Design Guidelines 

A variety of design guidelines have been adopted in the City of Pasadena, including but 
not limited to the following: Central District Design Guidelines, City of Gardens 
(multifamily residential developments), Playhouse Streetscapes & Alley Walkways, and 
Citywide Design Principles.   

For historic buildings and districts the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation are the base of design guidelines.  Consult Design Guidelines for Historic 
Districts in the City of Pasadena, April 2002 and any revision to this document for the 
most recent design guidelines for residential historic districts outside the Central District. 
 
Staff in Design and Historic Preservation can be contacted at the Permit Center City of 
Pasadena. Staff may be reached during regular business hours Monday through 
Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at (626) 744-
4009. 
 
Zoning Code 
Aesthetics are affected by height, setback and floor area ratio requirements that are 
controlled by the City’s Land Use Element of the General Plan and implemented by its 
Zoning Ordinance and Map.  For information on height, setback and floor area ratio 
requirements for specific zoning districts consult the Zoning Code, which is Title 17 of 
the Pasadena Municipal Code.  Access Title 17 at http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/, open 
departments, then City Clerk, then Municipal Code, then Title 17.   

Certain specific plans within the City, including North Lake, South Fair Oaks, East 
Pasadena, East Colorado, Fair Oaks/Orange Grove and West Gateway, have their own 
development standards that control height and setbacks.  These specific plans have 
been codified in the Zoning Code as overlay districts.  
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For zoning information on individual properties contact the Planner of the Day at (626) 
744-6777 Monday through Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  
 
Undergrounding of Utilities 
Information on undergrounding of utilities can be found in the Pasadena Municipal Code 
Chapter 13.14 from the City’s general website http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/, open 
departments, then City Clerk, then Municipal Code, then chapter 13.14. 
 
Department of Water and Power produces a pamphlet on Regulation 21, which covers 
undergrounding of electrical power.  It may be obtained at the:  
 

Pasadena Water and Power Department   
150 S. Los Robles Ave., Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA 91101-2437. 

 
To be placed on the Regulation 21 mailing list send a request to Regulation 21 Mailing 
List at the above mailing address Attention Bill Woods. 
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5.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
Currently, the City of Pasadena does not contain prime or unique farmland, nor 
does the City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 2004 Adopted Land 
Use Element contain agricultural land use designations.  However, the following 
sources of information may be reviewed for any project involving the conversion 
of undeveloped open space or a commercial nursery: 
 

• United States Department of Agriculture 
• California Department of Conservation: to obtain California Agricultural 

Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
• California Resources Agency: to obtain maps pursuant to farmland 

mapping and monitoring program. 
o  Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California 

Resources Agency Although, as stated above, the City of 
Pasadena does not contain Prime or Unique Farmland, the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) in Sacramento 
can be contacted at (916) 324-0859 to ascertain the location of 
Prime Farmland in Los Angeles County. 

• Williamson Act Contract information may be obtained at:: 
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/DLRP/index.htm   

• City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan – Land Use Designation 
Map 

• City of Pasadena Zoning Map city wide and 200 scale sections  
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5.3 AIR QUALITY  
 
In order to answer the air quality questions on the environmental Initial Study 
form, one must first obtain background information and data on the projected 
emissions from the proposed project.  The following lists of sources of 
information may be consulted for any project that involves construction, 
operation, or maintenance activities that have the potential to result in air 
emissions.  Information related to federal and state laws that govern air quality 
and adopted air quality standards and plans can be found at the following 
websites: 
 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – Clean Air 
Act http://www.epa.gov/oar/oaq_caa.html 

• California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA) 
                        http://www.calepa.ca.gov/

• California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
            http://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm
• South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)—Air 

Quality Management Program (AQMP) http://www.aqmd.gov/ 
• The 2003 Air Quality Management Plan 

http://www.aqmd.gov/aqmp/AQMD03AQMP.htm. 
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)  
 
The publications below can be ordered from the  

 
South Coast  
Air Quality Management District 
Subscription Services 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
P.O. Box 4932 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-0932 
  

CEQA Air Quality Handbook  
 
The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook provides guidance for analyzing air 
quality impacts in CEQA documents.  The SCAQMD is in the process of 
developing a document to replace the current version of the handbook (1993 
edition).  The 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook along with progress updates for 
the future handbook are available at: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/hdbk.html.   
 
Subscription reference is SSMLCEQM 
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Air Quality Monitoring 
 
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) monitors air quality throughout the 
state.  Air quality data for the monitoring stations in Pasadena can be found at:  
http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/welcome.html
 
Best Available Control Technology (BACT) Guidelines 
 
Lists emission limits and control techniques for industrial equipment and 
processes with year 2003 updates.   
 
Subscription reference is SSMLBACT.   This publication is available for free at 
the following website: http://www.aqmd.gov/bact. 
 
For updates on BACT Guidelines the subscription reference is SSMLBCTU.  
These updates can be viewed at the same website as the BACT Guidelines.  
  
CARB’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health 
Perspective  
 
CARB’s “Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective” 
contains recommendations on siting new sensitive land uses such as residences, 
schools, daycare centers, playgrounds, or medical facilities.  This document is 
available at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/landuse.htm.   
 
Air Quality Reports 
 
”Air Quality Standards Compliance Report” is a comparison of AQMD air quality 
to the state and federal ambient air quality standards.Subscription reference is 
SSRPAQSR. Air Quality Monitoring Area No.8 
 
CITY 
 
The best method of identifying sensitive receptors is through field research, ariel 
photography and other land use maps.  For the location of schools: 
 
Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) Websites: 
General: http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/
School locations: http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/index.php?topic=Schools  

 
PUSD headquarters 
351 South Hudson Ave. 
Pasadena, California 91109 
(626) 795-6981 
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Land use and zoning maps may be viewed at the City of Pasadena Permit 
Center. The maps may also be viewed on-line at http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/, 
open departments, then City Clerk, then Municipal Code, then Title 17.   
 
CLIMATE CHANGE/GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
 
Information about climate change/greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and the 
corresponding legislation and policies can be found on the following websites: 
 
• CARB’s Climate Change webpage: http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/cc.htm 
 
• SCAQMD’s GHG CEQA Significance Thresholds webpage: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/GHG/GHG.html. 
 

Note: the SCAQMD is currently in the process of developing significance 
thresholds for GHG emissions. 

 
• California Office of the Attorney General’s Global Warming webpage: 

http://ag.ca.gov/globalwarming/ 
 
• California Climate Action Team website: 

http://www.climatechange.ca.gov/climate_action_team/index.html 
 
• California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research’s CEQA Guidelines 

and Greenhouse Gases webpage: 
http://www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=ceqa/index.html 
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5.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
The following sources of information may be used to determine the likelihood of 
endangered species or habitats being affected by a proposed project. 
 
FEDERAL 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service maintains an Endangered Species Program 
webpage at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/.   
 
A list of Federal and State listed animal species in California can be accessed 
through the following California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) website: 
 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/pdfs/TEAnimals.pdf. 
 
A list of Federal and State listed plant species in California can be accessed 
through the following California Department of Fish and Game website: 
 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/pdfs/TEPlants.pdf. 
  
The most comprehensive and recommended method for determining which 
threatened or endangered species have the potential to exist on a project site is 
through the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) maintained by the 
CDFG.  CNDDB information can be obtained from the CDFG for a fee, either 
through an electronic database or with a transparent overlay sheet that the user 
can place atop the corresponding USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle.  
More information about the CNDDB, including database ordering information, 
can be found at: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/html/cnddb.html
 
A California address for U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is listed below: 
 

U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services 
6010 Hidden Valley Road 
Carlsbad, CA 92009-4219 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers administers Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act, which protects watercourses and wetlands.  Specifically, Section 404 
prohibits, without permit, the discharge of dredged and fill materials into “waters 
of the United States” (including navigable waterways and their tributaries) and 
adjacent wetlands.  More information about Section 404 can be found at: 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/facts/fact10.html
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STATE 
 
See above websites listed under FEDERAL.  
 
California Department of Fish and Game Habitat Conservation Planning Branch 
website provides a variety of endangered species related information.  This 
website can be found at:  
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/hcpb/species/t_e_spp/tespp.shtml. 
 
State Fish and Game Code can be found at the following website: 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html mark Fish and Game Code open search for 
table of contents for Fish and Game Code.  Sections 1900-1913 of this code 
relate to endangered species. 
  
The California Department of Fish and Game Lake and Streambed Alteration 
Program website is available at the following address: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/1600/  
 
There is a California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) office in Long Beach 
at: 

 
California Department of Fish and Game 
Environmental Services  
330 Golden Shore, Suite 50 
Long Beach, Ca 908202 
(562) 590-5162 

 
The regional headquarters for South Coast Region 5 is in San Diego.  Region 5 
includes the Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura 
Counties.   A CDFG biologist is located in the regional headquarters at: 

 
California Department of Fish and Game 
4949 Viewridge Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92123 
 
Public Information: (858) 467-4201 
FAX (858) 467-4299 
 

COUNTY 
 
A list of consultants certified by Los Angeles County to prepare SEATAC 
(Significant Ecological Area Technical Advisory Committee) Biota Reports and/or 
a list of consultants known to have prepared high quality accurate Oak Tree 
Reports visit the following website: 
http://planning.co.la.ca.us/drp_docs.html
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CITY 
 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
 
The Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC) may be accessed from the City’s website: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/ open departments, then City Clerk, then municipal 
code on line. 
 
Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance 
 
Regulations governing plants in the natural portions of the Arroyo can be found in 
the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance under 3.32.120 Natural preservation 
area--Special regulations. 
 
Tree Protection Ordinance 
 
Regulations on City Trees and Tree Protection Ordinance” are in Ordinance 6896 
available from the City Clerk’s office.  Within the PMC, this ordinance amends 
Chapter 8.52, City Trees and Tree Protection, and related portions of Title 17, 
The Zoning Ordinance, and Chapter 1.25, Administrative penalties-Compliance 
orders.  Ordinance 6896 contains a list of specimen and native trees that are 
protected and includes findings that must be made to remove a protected tree.  
This list is contained in Section 3.4, Required Standards and Best Practices-
Biological Resources, of these administrative procedures.  Information on the 
Tree Protection Ordinance can be found by accessing the Pasadena Municipal 
Code online and at the following additional website: 
 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publicworks/PNR/TreeOrdinance/
 
Please note the Hillside Development Overlay applies to trees of 4 inches 
diameter at breast height, a lower threshold than in the City Trees and Tree 
Protection Ordinance.  An HDP for a residence in the Hillside Overlay District is 
subject to the tree retention and removal plan requirements in addition to the City 
trees and Tree Protection Ordinance.  Using the intent of both the Tree 
Protection Ordinance and the Hillside Development Overlay Ordinance mitigation 
measures could be developed requiring replacement of trees, which the project 
might remove. 
 
Please also be aware the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance, (PMC Sec. 
3.32.030, defines the vegetation allowed in the natural preservation area of the 
Arroyo.  This area corresponds to the Lower Arroyo Master Plan Area. 
 
Maps and Directories 
 
• U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute series topographic maps (landforms 

and blue-line streams)
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5.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
The following lists the sources of documentation where this information might be 
found: 

 
• To find out if an area is on the National Register, State Register or 

Local Register, all sites can be accessed at the City of Pasadena 
website: 
 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/dhp/homedhp.asp
 
Design and Historic Preservation (DHP) staff are available at the 
Permit Center by calling (626) 744-4009 during normal business hours.  
DHP staff also maintains all local surveys and databases for historic 
information.   
 
In addition, the City’s General Plan contains a Historic and Cultural 
Resources element that provides goals and policies established to 
preserve and enhance the City’s historic buildings, streets, and 
districts. 
 
  

• Also, historic resource information, including listed historic resources 
and criteria for determining eligibility of sites as historic resources, can 
be found at the following websites: 

 
- http://ohp.parks.ca.gov 
- http://www.pasadenaheritage.org 
- http://anthro.fullerton.edu/sccic/Default.htm 
- http://www.cr.nps.gov/places.htm 
 

• The Gabrieliño Native Americans are designated in the City of 
Pasadena as the Native Americans to contact if any Native American 
cemeteries or prehistoric artifacts are found.  Contact at: them at: 

 
Gabrieleño/Tongva Tribal Council  
P.O. Box 693 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 
(626) 286-1632 
Fax (626) 286-1262 
http://www.tongva.com/
 

• If other human remains are found on a project site, the Los Angeles 
County Coroner can be contacted at: 
http://coroner.co.la.ca.us/lacoronr.htm  
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Los Angeles Department of  Coroners 
1104 N. Mission Road 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 
(323) 343-0714 
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5.6 ENERGY  
 
The following sources of information may be consulted to determine if a 
proposed project has the potential to affect energy consumption: 
 
State 
 

Contact the California Energy Commission for necessary permits to 
construct certain generation or transmission facilities.  
http://www.energy.ca.gov.  For energy efficiency standards and programs, 
visit the California Energy Commission’s Efficiency, Renewables and 
Demand Analysis Division website at: 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/efficiency/index.html   
 

California Energy Commission 
Media and Public communications Office 
1516 Ninth St., MS-29 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
o General Commission Information 1 (800) 555-4287 
o Renewable Energy & Consumer Energy Efficiency 

Information 1 (800) 555-7794 
o Title 24 Building & Appliance Efficiency Hotline: 1 (800) 

722-3300 
 

• California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) regulates utilities including 
privately owned electric and natural gas companies.  The general website 
is; http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/index.htm 

 PUC’s CEQA website is: 
 http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/energy/environment/ceqa_rules.htm  

 
California Public Utilities Commission  
Southern California Headquarters 
320 West 4th St. Suite 500 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

 
• CEQA Guidelines Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines contains a list of 

energy impact possibilities that should be considered in preparing an EIR.  
This Appendix can also be used in preparing a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for a project with possible energy impacts. Recommended 
mitigation measures are also included in Appendix F.  CEQA Guidelines 
and Appendix F can be viewed at the following website: 
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines/
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City   
• Contact the energy provider for the project area for existing and proposed 

capacity.  For the City of Pasadena contact: 
 
  Department of Water and Power  
  150 S. Los Robles Suite 200 

Pasadena, CA 91101-2437 
Power Supply Business Unit (626) 744-4153 

 
• Regulations on electricity and undergrounding can be found in the 

Pasadena Municipal Code.  The Code may be accessed from the City’s 
general website: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/ open departments, then 
open City Clerk then open municipal code online. Information on 
Underground Utility Districts can be found in Title 13 Utilities and Sewers, 
Chapter 13.14. 

 
• Specific information on “Electric Service Requirements Regulation 21” can 

be obtained from the Water and Power Department.  To be placed on the 
mailing list send your request to the Department of Water and Power at 
the above address marked to the attention of Bill Woods, Utility Services 
Advisory Supervisor. 

 
 This publication is specifically issued for the guidance and assistance of 

property owners contemplating electrical upgrades to their service, as well 
as electrical contractors, engineers, architects and manufactures engaged 
in the installation and design of electrical service wiring and equipment. 

 
• The City has adopted the Pasadena Green Building ordinance to promote 

the design and construction of environmentally responsible buildings.  This 
program requires private sector builders (for projects of a specific size) to 
construct sustainable buildings that will serve as examples for future 
projects to emulate.  The City is also required to implement Green Building 
practices for City projects of a specific size.  Additional information can be 
found at: 

•  
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/permitcenter/GreenCity/Home_Green.asp  
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5.8 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
The following lists the sources of documentation where this information might be 
found: 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Information related to the potential for soil erosion or loss of topsoil can be found 
in the following source: 
 

• United States Department of Agriculture  
       Soil Conservation Service 
                   http://soils.usda.gov 
STATE 
 
Information to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Maps, historical 
seismic ground shaking (known active and inactive faults), can be found at the 
source below. The Seismic Hazards Mapping Act and maps showing potential for 
seismic-related ground failure and landslides and information related to soils that 
are unstable or have the potential to become unstable can be found at the same 
source: 

 
• California Department of Conservation 

Division of Mines and Geology 
655 South Hope Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90017 
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/index.htm  
 

The State Department of Conservation's Division of Mines and Geology (CDMG) 
is in the process of compiling and issuing official maps of known active and 
potentially active faults per the Alquist-Priolo Act.  Through 2007 the Los Angeles 
and Mt. Wilson quadrants containing part of the City of Pasadena had been 
mapped.  
 
There are four State of California Seismic Hazard maps published by CDMG that 
collectively map all of Pasadena. They are the Pasadena, Mt. Wilson or Los 
Angeles Quadrangle official maps (released 3.25.99) and the Condor Peak 
Quadrangle official map (released 4.17.03).  Hard copies of the maps are also on 
file with the Environmental Planner. 
 
CITY 
 
See the adopted 2002 Safety Element of the General Plan of the City of 
Pasadena available from Community Planning staff.  The Safety Element can 
also be viewed on-line at  
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenPlan/gp.asp  
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Soils 
Soil types in Pasadena are shown in Plate 1-6 of the Technical Background 
Report to the Safety Element.   Plate 2-1 of the Technical Background Report to 
the Safety Element identifies the underlying geology/surficial sediments of the 
City.  The Technical Background Report to the Safety Element is available at: 
  

Central Library  
Centennial Room 
285 E. Walnut St. 
Pasadena, Ca 91101 
  
Community Planning 
Planning Division 
Permit Center 
175 N. Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 

Earthquake faults and seismic hazards 
The CDMG maps for Alquist-Priolo (known active and potential active earthquake 
faults) and Seismic Hazards (known and potential areas of liquefaction and 
landslides) can be viewed and the City of Pasadena Permit Center during regular 
business hours.  
 
The 2002 adopted Safety Element can be viewed on-line, or in Community 
Planning at the Permit Center during regular business hours.  This element 
covers both the potential for flooding, earthquake and seismic hazards. 

 
STATE and CITY 
Information on expansive soils is defined in accordance with: 
 
• The California Building Code, Chapter 18, Foundations and Retaining 

Walls, Table 18-1-B contains the classification of expansive soil.  .  
• CDMG Note 42, Guidelines to Geologic/Seismic Reports (CDMG 1973) 
• CDMG Note 46, Guidelines for Geologic/Seismic Considerations in 
 Environmental Impact Reports (CDMG 1986) 
• CDMG Note 49, Guidelines for Evaluating the Hazard of Surface Fault 

Rupture (CDMG 1996). 
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5.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
The following sources of information may need to be considered in assessing the 
potential for a project to result is hazards or hazardous material-related impacts.  
The project applicant is required to disclose any requirements that the 
construction, operation, or maintenance of the project will have for the transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous materials. 
 
Information related to known or suspected hazardous materials sites: 
 
• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) is responsible for 

regulating hazardous materials on the federal level.  The US EPA 
administers the Conservation, Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA, which is also known as the Superfund Act) and 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  The US EPA’s 
website is: 

 http://www.epa.gov/
 
 The US EPA also maintains the “Envirofacts” website, which is a database 

of a variety of hazardous material related sites, including US EPA 
regulated facilities, Superfund Sites, and Toxic Release Inventory Sites.  
The Envirofacts website is available at: 

 http://www.epa.gov/enviro/html/em/
 

• California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic 
Substances Control (DTSC), Glendale Office 
1011 North Grand View Avenue, Glendale, CA  91201 
 Records Coordinator (818) 551-2886 
 

• CAL/EPA Department of Toxic Substances Control, Office of 
Environmental Information Management 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 
(800) 618-6942 
DTSC maintains a database of hazardous materials/waste locations 
throughout the state.  These locations can be found through the following 
website: 
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=0197
0007  
 
The Department of Toxic Substances is responsible for compiling lists per 
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  For Calsites and Cortese List 
Sites and the other DTS site lists go to: 

 http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/index.html#Cleanup%20Sites
 
The Department of Toxic Substance Control  Cortese List is available at: 
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http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/database/Calsites/Cortese_List.cfm  
 

• California Regional Water Quality Control District, Region 9 (Water 
Quality, Leaking Underground Storage Tanks, Land Fills) 
320 West 4th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, CA  90013 
Records Coordinator (213) 576-6600 
 

• City of Pasadena Fire Department, Fire and Environmental Safety 
Division, Hazardous Materials  (626) 744-4288 

 
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (Landfills)  (626) 485-

5185 
 

Information on nearest known school: 
 
• Pasadena Unified School District Administrative Offices (626) 795-6981 

website with PUSD sites  http://www.pusd.us/index.php?topic=Staff  
• Published maps (including the City’s IMAP database) 
• Telephone directories 
• All About Pasadena Website: www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/pasadena.asp 
 
Information on nearest public and private airports: 
 
• Published maps 
• Telephone directories 
• Federal Aviation Administration  (800) 322-7873 
 
Information on adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan: 
 
• Pasadena Police Department, Public Safety  (626) 744-4572 
• Pasadena Fire Department, Disaster Preparedness  (626) 744-4226 
• Rose Bowl Operating Company (Rose Bowl Evacuation Plan)  (626) 577-

3101 
 
Information on potential risk of exposure to wildland fires for projects in the 
northern and western areas of the City of Pasadena: 
 
• U.S. Forest Service; http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/index.html  
• Pasadena Fire Department, Fire Suppression  (626) 744-4652 
• 2002 adopted Safety Element  
• Los Angeles County Fire Camp No. 2 

4819 Oak Grove 
La Cañada-Flintridge,  
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CA 91011 
 
Private Sources: 
 
• Environmental Data Resources (hazardous material government records 

search; historical aerial photographs, historical topographic maps, etc)  
(800) 352-0050 
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5.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
 
The following lists the sources of documentation where this information might be 
found: 
 
Water Quality/Health Related Standards 
Information on mandatory health-related standards for water quality for the City 
of Pasadena Water Sources includes: 
 

• Federal Environmental Protection Agency water website is: 
http://www.epa.gov/ebtpages/water.html

• State of California, Department of Public Health, Division of Drinking 
Water and Environmental Management 
http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/

• State of California, Department of Public Health, Drinking Water Program 
http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ddwem/technical/dwp/dwpindex.htm  

• State of California State Water Resources Control Board-Water Quality 
website is:  
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html

• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Annual Water Quality 
Report – available at: 
http://www.mwdh2o.com/mwdh2o/pages/yourwater/2007_report/index.htm
l  

• Pasadena Water and Power, Annual Water Quality Report – available at: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/water_quality.asp  

 
Groundwater Resources/Recharge  
Information on groundwater resources and groundwater recharge areas in the 
City of Pasadena includes: 
 

• Pasadena’s Urban Water Management Plan, updated every 5 years.  The 
2005 iteration is available on the Pasadena Water and Power website at 
the following address: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/water_2005%20mgmt%20pl
an.asp  

• The Regional Urban Water Management Plan for the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, updated every 5 years.  The 2005 iteration 
is available on the Metropolitan Water District website at the following 
address: 
http://www.mwdh2o.com/mwdh2o/pages/yourwater/ywater01.html
 

• City of Pasadena Water and Power Department 
  

150 South Los Robles, Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA   91109-2437 
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o Administration; (626) 744-4425 
o Water Delivery  (626) 744-4416 

  http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/
 
• County of Los Angeles  

 
Department of Public Works 
900 South Fremont Avenue,  
Alhambra, California 91803-1331 
(626) 458-5100 
Website: http://ladpw.org/
Director Jim Noyes 

 
• Raymond Basin Management Board 
 

Raymond Basin Management Board 
725 North Azusa Avenue 
Azusa, CA 91702 
(626) 815-1300 
http://www.iinet.com/~rbmb/  
 

Existing Drainage Patterns 
Information on existing drainage patterns: 
 

• U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series topographic quadrangles  
• Orthodigital Aerial Photographs 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory Maps 
• Figure 4.5-1 “Major Hydrologic Features” in Section 4.5 of the “ 1994 Land 

Use and Mobility Elements” of the City of Pasadena General Plan EIR 
(Volume I)  

• County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works see references under 
Dams, Reservoirs, Debris Basins and Flood Control Easements and 
Channels 

 
Flood Plain 
Information on 100-year flood plain within the City of Pasadena: 
 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency  
San Francisco Office (415) 556-9840 
Pasadena’s Community No. is 065050/ Zone D/ April 1975 

 
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, see references 

under Dams, Reservoirs, Debris Basins and Flood Control Easements 
 

• City of Pasadena Water and Power Department 
Water Division Engineering (626) 744-4278 
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Flood Hazard Information  
 
• 2002 Safety Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, Plate P-2 

“Summary of Hazards Map (II)” showing “Flood Inundation Zone” 
• 2002 Technical Background Report to the Safety Element of the General 

Plan, City of Pasadena, “Chapter 3: Flood Hazards”, including: 
o Plate 3-1 “Dam and Water Reservoirs (showing dam failure 

inundation pathways)” 
  
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 
           Department of Public Works  
           600 S. Fremont Ave.,  
           Alhambra, CA 91903-1331  
           Telephone (626) 458-5100 
           www.ladpw.org
 
• City of Pasadena Department of Public Works  
 
Dams, Reservoirs, Debris Basins and Flood Control Easements and 
Channels 
Information on existing dams, reservoirs, debris basins, and flood control 
easements and channels to be used in the assessment of risk from seiche: 
 

• 2002 Safety Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, see 
references above under “Flood Hazard Information” 

• County of Los Angeles,  
Department of Public Works  
600 S. Fremont Ave.,  
Alhambra, CA 91903-1331  
Telephone (626) 458-5100 
www.ladpw.org

 
Risk of Mudflow/Soil Liquefaction 
Information on soils of Pasadena and their potential risk related to mudflows can 
be found in: 
 

• U.S.D.A. Bureau of Soils, Soil Survey of the Pasadena Area, California.  
E.C. Eckman, Party Chief, Washington D.C., 1917, 56 pages. 1 map. 
(Scale 1:62,500) 

• Site Specific Geotechnical Investigations  
• California Division of Mines and Geology (CDMG) Seismic Hazards Maps 

Los Angeles, Pasadena, Mt. Wilson Quadrangle Official Maps released 
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March 25, 1999 and, Condor Peak Quadrant Preliminary Review Map 
released October 17, 2002.  http://www.consrv.ca.gov/ 

 
• 2002 Safety Element of the General Plan, City of Pasadena, Plate P-1 

“Summary of Hazards Map (I)”  
• 2002 Technical Background Report to the Safety Element of the General 

Plan, City of Pasadena, Plate 1-3 “Seismic Hazards Map” 
 
Water-Related Regulations and Agencies 
 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)—Clean Water Act 
(CWA) http://www.epa.gov/ebtpages/water.html 

• United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE)—Section 404 of the 
CWA   

• California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA) 
http://calepa.ca.gov/ 

• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
 http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html

 General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit 
 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)  

• California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)—Sections 1600 et. seq. 
of the State Fish and Game Code 

• Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) – Jurisdiction over 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act in California 

Los Angeles Region 
320 W. 4th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/  

• West San Gabriel Valley Planning Council—Subregional AQMP 
 

• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
 

 Administered by the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards  

 Los Angeles County Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) Permit 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/html/programs/stormwat
er/la_ms4_final.html

 City of Pasadena Resolution 7950, adopting the Standard Urban 
Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) in accordance with the 
County-wide MS4 Permit 
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5.10 LAND USE AND PLANNING 
 
The following sources of information may be consulted when considering the 
potential effects of projects on land use and planning. 
 
FEDERAL 
 

• U.S.G.S. 7.5 minutes series topographic quadrangles 
• Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) are long term agreements between 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and an applicant.  They are designed to 
offset any harmful effects that a proposed activity might have on federally-
listed threatened and endangered species.  The State Fish and Game 
Department participates in these plans.  A source of information for HCPs 
is the “Habitat Conservation Planning Handbook produced by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 1996.  This handbook can be reached at the 
following website: http://endangered.fws.gov/hcp/hcpbook.htm.  

 
Habitat Conservation Plans are approved by the USFWS.  Information 
regarding adopted and proposed HCPs in or adjacent to the City of 
Pasadena can be obtained from: 

 
USFWS Carlsbad Field Office 
2730 Locker Avenue West 
Carlsbad, CA 92008  
(760) 431-9440 
http://carlsbad.fws.gov
 

• Angeles National Forest extends into Pasadena from the north above 
Devil’s Gate Dam. 

 
o Attn: Jody Cook, Angeles National Forest Supervisor 

U.S. D.A. Forest Service,  
701 North Santa Anita Ave. 
Arcadia, CA 91006 
(626) 458-5216 

 
o Angeles National Forest Land Management Plan 

Clem Lagrosa 
Forest Resources 
(626) 574-5256 

The Forestry Service website for the Angeles National Forest is: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/
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STATE 
 
General Plan Guidelines from the State Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research website:http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/genplan.pdf. 
 
REGIONAL 
 

• Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
818 W. 7th St. 12th floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
SCAG’s “Regional Comprehensive Plan” is available at: 
http://www.scag.ca.gov/rcp/
 
Additional SCAG publications are available at:; 
Publications: http://www.scag.ca.gov/publications/
 
SCAG’s Planning and Policy Department: 
http://www.scag.ca.gov/departments/pap.htm
  

 
COUNTY 
 

• Latest County of Los Angeles County Assessors maps and parcel 
information. http://assessor.co.la.ca.us/ 

• County of Los Angeles General Plan can be found by navigating through 
the following website and following the “General Plan” and/or “General 
Plan Update” links: 
http://planning.co.la.ca.us/ 

• County of Los Angeles Regional Planning Department published 
documents website: http://planning.co.la.ca.us/drp_docs.html.   The 
Altadena Community Plan is on this list of publications. 

 
Supervisor Michael Antonovich 

  Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
215 N. Marengo Ave., Suite 120 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
(626) 356-5407 
Ken Balder, Chair 
Altadena Town Council 
P.O. Box 295 
Altadena, CA 91003  

Or  
2104 Minoru 
Altadena, CA 91001 
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Department of Regional Planning 
13900 Hall of Records 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
James Hartl, Planning Director 
Website: http://planning.co.la.ca.us

 
CITY 
 

• Most recent “City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan Land Use 
Element“ map. 

• Most recent City of Pasadena citywide zoning map 
 Most recent 200 scale zoning section sheets 

 
Land use and zoning maps may be viewed at the Pasadena Permit Center 
or on-line at  
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/curplng/homezcod.asp  

 
 

• City of Pasadena Orthodigital maps (permission must be obtained from 
the City to use these maps).  Citywide aerial photography is available 
through the IMAP program. 

 
 

• For permission to view or obtain copies of 1999 and earlier aerial    
Photographs at 200 scale contact: 

 
Gil Weiss, Engineer 
City of Pasadena Department of Public Works 
100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm. 307 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 
(626) 744-3823 
 

• In Pasadena, there are designated communities in the general plan that 
have their own specific plan, which determines the precise mix of land use 
patterns, zoning, setbacks, and design standards for the following areas: 

 
 Central District Specific Plan  
 South Fair Oaks Biomedical Center Specific Plan 
 West Gateway Specific Plan 
 East Pasadena Specific Plan 
 East Colorado Blvd. Specific Plan  
 North Lake Specific Plan  
 Fair Oaks/Orange Grove Specific Plan 
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 Redevelopment areas: 
 Downtown 
 Fair Oaks 
 Halstead/Sycamore 
 Lake/Washington 
 Lincoln Avenue 
 Old Pasadena 
 Orange Grove 
 Villa-Parke  
 San Gabriel 

 
Maps of the Specific Plans can be obtained from the Planning Division at 
the Permit Center, 175 N. Garfield Ave. Pasadena.  The maps can also be 
viewed on-line at: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/curplng/homezcod.asp   
 
Zoning regulations implementing the adopted specific plans may be 
accessed from the City’s website http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/ per the 
instructions below. 
 
Maps of the redevelopment areas can be obtained from Redevelopment 
Division at 100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm. 222 Pasadena 
 
General information about the City’s Redevelopment Projects can be 
obtained from the Redevelopment Division’s website: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planninganddevelopment/development/rede
velopment.asp  

 
Other plans and Codes to check regarding potential conflicts with policies, plans 
or regulations such as the City’s General Comprehensive Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance can be accessed from the City’s internet website: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/. 

 
 
ADJACENT CITIES 
Arcadia 

Jason Kruckeberg, Community Development Administrator 
City of Arcadia 
240 W. Huntington Dr. 
Arcadia, CA 
(626) 274-5423 

 
Glendale 

Eric Kruse, Planner 
Planning Department 
City of Glendale 
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633 W. Broadway Rm. 103 
Glendale, CA 91206 
(818) 548-2140 
 
Elaine Wilkerson, Director of Planning  

 
La Cañada -Flintridge 
 

Robert Stanley 
City of La Canada-Flintridge 
Community Development 
1327 Foothill Boulevard 
La Cañada -Flintridge, CA 91011 (818) 790-8880 

 
San Marino 

City of San Marino 
Planning Dept. 
2220 Huntington Dr. 
San Marino, CA 
(626) 300-0711 

 
Sierra Madre 

City of Sierra Madre 
Planning Department 
232 W. Sierra Madre Blvd. 
Sierra Madre, CA 91204 
(626) 355-7138 
 

 
South Pasadena 

David Watkins, Director of Planning and Building 
City of South Pasadena 
1414 Mission St. 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 
(626) 403-7220 
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5.11 MINERAL RESOURCES 
 
The following sources of information may be consulted to determine if a 
proposed project has the potential to affect mineral resources of statewide or 
local importance: 
 

• Contact California Department of Conservation Division of Mines and 
Geology for publications on Mines and Minerals for information contact 
their website http://www.consrv.ca.gov/ and open publications. 

 The following map prepared by the Division of Mines and Geology can 
be viewed at the permit center: 
“Aggregate Resources in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area” 1999 
Miscellaneous Map No .010 
Call Jennifer Paige-Saeki Sr. Planner at (626) 744-7231 to make 
arrangements to view this map. 

• Regional Comprehensive Plan Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) 
 
Southern California Association of Governments  
818 W. Seventh Street, 12th Floor (Main Office) 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Tel: (213) 236-1800 Fax: (213) 236-1825 

 
• Certified Final EIR for the 1994 Land Use and Mobility Elements of City of 

Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
Available for viewing at the:  
 

Central Library  
Centennial Room 
285 E. Walnut St. 
Pasadena, Ca 91101 
Call (626) 744-4066 for hours 

and 
Community Planning 
Planning Division 
Permit Center 
175 N. Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
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5.12 NOISE 
 
The following sources may be considered in evaluating projects that have the 
potential to affect ambient noise levels or sensitive receptors: 
 
FEDERAL 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency.  Information on Levels 
of Environmental Noise Requisite to Protect Public Health and Welfare 
with an Adequate Margin of Safety, EPA 550/9-74-004, March, 1974, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Noise Abatement and 
Control, Washington, D.C. 

 
STATE 

• The General Plan Guidelines regarding Noise Elements can be found 
at the following website:  
http://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/genplan.pdf. 

 
• Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations contains the State’s 

Noise Insulation Standards.  Title 24 can be accessed from the 
California Building Standards Commission’s website at: 
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/title_24.html  

 
CITY 

• City of Pasadena Planning and Development Department Community 
Planning 
 
The Noise Element of the Comprehensive General Plan adopted 2002.  
This element contains the policies, objectives and programs related to 
noise.  This element can be viewed on-line at: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenPlan/gp.
asp  

 
• See Figure 2: Existing Noise Contours (2001) in the Noise Element 

(2002) (also show as Figure 19 of the adopted EIR for the 2004 
Land Use and Mobility Elements, Zoning Code Revisions, and 
Central District Specific Plan).  

 
• See Figure 1: Guidelines for Noise Compatible Land Use in the 

Noise Element (2002) (also shown as Figure 18 of the adopted EIR 
for the 2004 Land Use and Mobility Elements, Zoning Code 
Revisions, and Central District Specific Plan).  

 
• Pasadena Municipal Code Noise Restrictions Ordinance Chapter 9.36 

can be accessed through the City internet site: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/ Open departments, then City Clerk, then 
Municipal Code online, open chapter 9.36. 

Section 5: Sources of Information  August 2008 
 Page 5-33 



 

 
• City of Pasadena Department of Public Health 

     Attention Mel Lim, Environmental Health 
 1845 North Fair Oaks Avenue 
 Pasadena, CA 91103 
 (626) 744 – 6140 
     Website:        
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publichealth/  

 
The Health Department enforces the Noise Restrictions Ordinance 
during working hours 

 
• City of Pasadena Police Department 

207 N. Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

    Research and Development (626) 744-3853 
 Website: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/police/
 

The Police Dept. enforces the Noise Restrictions Ordinance during 
non-working hours.  Records are kept of all calls including those due to 
noise. These are low priority calls often associated with loud music. 
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5.13 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
The following sources of information may be considered in evaluating projects 
that have the potential to induce population growth or displace a substantial 
number of existing housing units or people. 
 
To check the expected population growth in the Pasadena Area, research the 
following documents. 
 
FEDERAL 
 
The U.S. Census of Population and Housing is taken every 10 years.  This is a 
comprehensive source of information on numbers and location of population, 
race and ethnicity of population types of households, numbers, location and 
types of housing units.  The gross numbers of people and housing units are the 
first numbers to become available after a census is taken; later on figures are 
released at the state, metropolitan area, county, city and census tract level.  
Some figures are released at the block level within census tracts but these 
figures may not show all types of information in an effort to protect the anonymity 
of individual census respondents.   
 
Comparing changes in population and housing for a specific area over time can 
reveal trends in number and types of both population and housing.  The Bureau 
of the Census is part of the U.S. Department of Commerce. A website for the 
Bureau of the Census is www.census.gov/ or 
www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html. 
 
STATE 
  
California Department of Finance: Information on existing housing quantities, 
types, and occupancy rates is available from the California Department of 
Finance at: 
http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/DEMOGRAP/repndat.htm. 
 
REGIONAL 

• Regional Comprehensive Plan (Southern California Association of 
Governments), Land Use and Housing Chapter  
Southern California Association of Governments  
818 W. Seventh Street, 12th Floor (Main Office) 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Tel: (213) 236-1800 Fax: (213) 236-1825  
Available at: http://www.scag.ca.gov/rcp/  
 
SCAG has produced a Regional Transportation Plan that contains 
estimates of projected population and housing growth.  The Regional 
Transportation Plan is available at: 
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http://www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2004/2004draft/FinalPlan.htm  
 
Other SCAG Websites: 
Publications: http://www.scag.ca.gov/publications/
Planning and Policy Department: 

http://www.scag.ca.gov/departments/pap.htm
 

SCAG’s population, employment and housing estimates available at: 
http://www.scag.ca.gov/forecast/rtpgf.htm
 
SCAG’s City forecasts are available at:  
http://www.scag.ca.gov/forecast/downloads/city_projections.xls
 

COUNTY 
 

• The Housing Element of the County of Los Angeles General Plan can 
be found by navigating through the following website and following the 
“General Plan” and/or “General Plan Update” links: 
http://planning.co.la.ca.us/ 

 
CITY 
 
For Information concerning areas within the City of Pasadena that are designated 
or zoned for Residential Use consult both the Land Use diagram of the Land Use 
Element, the Citywide Zoning Map and 200 scale section sheets.  When used 
with the Land Use Element and the Zoning Code these sources will also detail 
the maximum residential density allowed.  The diagram and maps can be viewed 
at the Permit Center during regular working hour or on-line as indicated 
previously. 
 
For population density and characteristics for the City as a whole and for 
individual census tracts contact the Planning Division, Community Planning 
Section (626) 744-4009.  
 
The Comprehensive General Plan 
General information on the Comprehensive General Plan City of Pasadena” may 
be viewed at the following website: 
 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenPlan/gp.asp  
 
This website contains the Guiding Principals, background and policies of the 
General Plan. 
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The 2000-2005 Housing Element of the General Plan, adopted 2002 
This plan is a source of housing policies, objectives and expected housing 
buildout figures.  Contact Community Planning to view or obtain a copy of this 
element, or it may be viewed on-line. 
 
The 2004 adopted Land Use Element 
General information on the Land Use Element may be viewed at the following 
website:  
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenPlan/landuse.asp
 
The Land Use Element under the Land Use Diagram shows Building intensity 
and population.  The Land Use Diagram can be viewed at the following website: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenPlan/ludiag1.asp
 

 
Pasadena Municipal Code 
Zoning Ordinance 

 
The Zoning code may be accessed on line from the City’s website 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/curplng/homezcod.asp
 
Information Concerning Displacement of Existing Housing: 
 
For information by assessors parcel contact the Los Angeles County Assessor 
http://assessor.co.la.ca.us/ for existing number of units or by contacting a planner 
in Current Planning at (626) 744-6777.  This information is also available through 
the City’s Tidemark database. 
 
Information concerning displacement of a substantial number of people use the 
latest census or specific plan data.  Contact Community Planning at (626) 744-
4009.   This source may aid in determining how many people per unit may be 
displaced. 
 
Orthodigital maps 
These maps show structures existing at time the aerial photography was taken.  
These maps may be viewed through the City’s IMAP database. 
 

 
Aerial photographs 
For permission to view or obtain copies of aerial photographs at 200 scale 
contact: 

 
Gil Weiss, Engineer 
(626) 744-3823 
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5.14 PUBLIC SERVICES  
 
The following sources of information may need to be considered in assessing the 
potential for a project to cause potential impacts to public services: 
 
Information on fire services and fire station locations and response times: 

 
Fire 
• City of Pasadena Fire Department; 

www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/fire/directory.asp 
 
Information on police services and station response times: 
 

Police 
• City of Pasadena Police Department  (626) 744-4501 

Websites: 
General: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/police/
Service Areas: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/police/Service_Area.asp  

 
Locations 

Police Headquarters 
207 N. Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Chief of Police (626) 744-4545 
Research and Development (626) 744-3853 
 
SubStations 

o Old Town 
53. W. Colorado Blvd., 2nd floor   
(626) 796-7974 
 

o East Service Community Center 
2982 E. Colorado Blvd. Suite 109 
(626) 744-7066/ (626) 744-7067 
(626) 744-7068 FAX 
 

o Victory Park 
2575 Paloma St. 
(626) 744-6721 
 

o Villa Park 
363 E. Villa St. 
(626) 744-6513 

o Hen’s Teeth 
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2061 N. Los Robles Ave. 
(626) 744-4585 
 

Health 
City of Pasadena Department of Public Health (convalescent homes, hospitals, 
and clinics). 

 
• Public Health Department 
 1845 North Fair Oaks Avenue 
  Pasadena, Ca 91103 
     (626) 744 – 6140 

 
Website http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publichealth/

 
Parks, Street Trees, Parkways 
Parks and Natural Resources Division maintains the city parks, non-park 
properties and urban forestry programs: 
 

• City of Pasadena Department of Parks and Natural Resources  
233 W. Mountain Ave.  
Pasadena, CA 91103 
(626) 744-3846 
 
Website: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publicworks/PNR/default.asp

 
Human Services, Recreation and Neighborhoods 
• Human Services and Recreation Department 

100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm. 328 
Pasadena, CA  91009-7215 
 
(626) 744-4386 
 

• Citywide Recreation and Human Services Coordination Division 
1020 N. Fair Oaks 
Pasadena, CA 91103 
 
(626) 744-6940 
 
Websites:  

General http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/humanservices/
Facilities and Parks 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/humanservices/parksandfacilities.asp  
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Public Library (Information Services) 
• Central Library 

285 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
(626) 744-4066 
 

 Websites:  
General: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/library/default.asp
Branch locations and hours: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/library/locationhour.asp
 

Schools 
• Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) 

 Websites: 
General http://www.pasadena.k12.ca.us/
School locations http://www.pusd.us/index.php?topic=Schools  
 
PUSD headquarters 
351 South Hudson Ave. 
Pasadena, California 91109 
(626) 795-6981 
 

Other Public Facilities 
For information on other public facilities: 
 

• City of Pasadena All About Pasadena Web Site: 
www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/pasadena.asp 

• City of Pasadena Public Information/Public Affairs Office  (626) 744-4755 
• City of Pasadena Department of Public Health  (626) 744-6005 
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5.15 RECREATION  
 
The following sources of information may be consulted when assessing the 
potential for significant impacts on recreation: 
 
FEDERAL 
 
Angeles National Forest extends into Pasadena from the north above Devil’s 
Gate Dam. The USDA Forestry Service website for the Angeles National Forest 
is: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/

 
COUNTY 

Department of Regional Planning 
13900 Hall of Records 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
James Hartl, Planning Director 
Website: http://planning.co.la.ca.us
 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
433 South Vermont Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 
 
Timothy Gallagher, Director 
Website: http://parks.co.la.ca.us/
 

 In addition, the following lists the sources where information can be found: 
 

• City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan—Cultural and 
Recreation Element 

http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/GenP
lan/recreation.asp

• City of Pasadena Department of Planning and Permitting—Arts and 
Cultural Affairs  
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/arts/homecult.asp

• City of Pasadena Department Human Services, Recreation and 
Neighborhoods—Recreation Services 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/humanservices/

• http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/humanservices/parksandfacilities.asp 
City of Pasadena Department of Public Works -Parks and Natural 
Resources: 
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/publicworks/PNR/

• County of Los Angeles Regional Recreation Areas Plan 
http://planning.co.la.ca.us/drp_docs.html
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http://parks.co.la.ca.us/golfcourses.html
http://parks.co.la.ca.us/naturalareas.html

• United States Department of the Interior (DOI) National Park 
Service: 

 http://www.nps.gov/
• California Department of Parks and Recreation: 
 http://cal-parks.ca.gov/

 
Actions to take: 
 

• Review maps of local area for recreational facilities (i.e., parks, 
museums, etc.). Note parks in vicinity of project location, including 
areas near the City boundaries. 

• Identify alternative recreational sites (open space). 
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5.16 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC  
 
The following sources of information may be consulted for any project that 
involves construction, operation, or maintenance activities that have the potential 
to result in traffic impacts: 
 
For projects involving use of Federal Transportation funds: 
  

• United States Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
 California Division, Los Angeles FTA/FHWA Metro Office 
 (213) 202-3950 

 
For projects which might impact any freeways or state highways 
 

• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
 District 7 – Division of Environmental Planning 
 100 S. Main Street 
 Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 Public Information: (213)897-3656  
 State website: http://www.caltrans.ca.gov/
 District 7 website: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/index.php
 District 7 Division of Environmental Planning website: 
 http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/divisions/oep/new/oepindex.sht

ml  
 

• Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
 One Gateway Plaza 
 Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952 

 http://www.mta.net/
 

Congestion Management (213) 922-2951 
   Countywide Planning: (213) 922-7205 

 
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works 
 Traffic and Lighting Division 
 http://ladpw.org/services/roads/
 
• City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) 
 http://www.ladottransit.com/  
 
• City of Pasadena Department of Transportation 

100 N. Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 

 Planning (626) 744-7208 
   Transit (626) 744-3725 

Section 5: Sources of Information  August 2008 
 Page 5-43 

http://www.caltrans.ca.gov/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/index.php
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/divisions/oep/new/oepindex.shtml
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/divisions/oep/new/oepindex.shtml
http://www.mta.net/
http://ladpw.org/services/roads/
http://www.ladottransit.com/


 

 
For Projects which could impact transit such as the light rail line, the Gold Line 
(formerly the Blue Line) 
 

•    City of Pasadena Department of Public Works, Engineerlng division 
o John Jontig        (626) 744-6734 
o John Cafarella   (626) 744-6732 
Website: http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/trans/transit/goldline/  

 
•        Foothill Transit 

100 N. Barranca Ave., Suite 980 
West Covina, CA 91791 
(626) 967-3147 

 
•       Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 

See above listing 
  

REGIONAL  
 

• The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
maintains the Congestion Management Program (CMP).  See the MTA’s 
CMP website at: 

 http://www.mta.net/projects_programs/cmp.htm  
 

• The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has 
produced a Regional Transportation Plan that contains estimates of 
projected population and housing growth.  The Regional Transportation 
Plan is available at: 

 http://www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2004/2004draft/FinalPlan.htm  
 
CITY 

 
• The Pasadena Department of Transportation’s website is: 
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/trans/  
• The Pasadena Department of Transportation, Transportation Planning and 

Development Division website contains a variety of relevant 
Transportation Documents, including: 

 
o Transportation Impact Review: Current Practice & Guidelines  
o The 2004 Mobility Element  
o Guidelines for Transportation Review of Projects  
o Neighborhood Traffic Management Program Community Handbook  

 
• The City of Pasadena Comprehensive Mobility Element is available at: 
 http://cityofpasadena.net/trans/tpd/gpme2004/gpme2004.asp  
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5.17 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
The following sources of information may be consulted when considering the 
potential effects of projects on utilities and service systems: 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES  
STATE 
California Pubic Utilities Commission (PUC) regulates privately owned electric, 
telecommunications, natural gas, water and transportation companies, in addition 
to household goods movers and rail safety. 
 
California Public Utilities Commission 
 

California Public Utilities Commission Southern California Headquarters 
320 West 4th St. Suite 500 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

 
Website: 

Home page:http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/index.htm
CEQA Rules website:  
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/energy/environment/ceqa_rules.htm  

 
CITY 
The City of Pasadena has its own Water and Power Department 
 

City of Pasadena Water and Power Department  
150 South Los Robles, Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA   91109 
 

• Administration  (626) 744-4409 
• Power Delivery Business Unit (Engineering) (626) 744-4157 
• Power Delivery Business Unit (Field Services) (626) 744-4481 
• Power Supply Business Unit  (626) 744-4722 
• Water Delivery  Business Unit (626) 744-4752 

 
Websites; 

• General   
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/
• Urban Water Management Plan:  
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/water_2005%20mgmt%20pl
an.asp  
• Annual Water Quality Reports: 
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/waterandpower/water_qualityreports.asp  
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WATER 
REGIONAL 
 
Raymond Basin 

 
Raymond Basin Management Board 
725 North Azusa Avenue 
Azusa, CA 91702 
(626) 815-1311 
 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, CA 90054 
 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California  
Lands and Right of Way 
Rick Case 
700 N. Alameda St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California  
Property Management 
Wayne Luswardi 
700 N. Alameda St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

California Regional Water Control Board 
California Regional Water Control Board 
320 W. 4th Street Suite 200 
Los Angeles, Ca 90013 

           
ELECTRICITY 
 Southern California Edison 
 Real Properties Group- Rick Greenwood 
 100 Long Beach Blvd., Rm. 1004 
 Long Beach, CA 90802 
     
TELEPHONES 
 Pacific Bell, Engineering Dept. 
 Scott Clissold 
 14709 Van Owen St. , Rm. 218 
 Van Nuys, CA 91405 
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FLOOD CONTROL 
County 
For information on L. A. County Flood Control Easements, Flood Control 
Channels, debris basins contact: 

 
County of Los Angeles,  
Department of Public Works  
900 S. Fremont Ave.,  
Alhambra, CA 91803 
Telephone (626) 458-4146 
www.ladpw.org

 
SEWERS  
County Sanitation Districts 
For information on sewer hook up and capacity contact: 

 
Sanitation Districts of 
Los Angeles County 
1955 Workman Mill Road, 
Whittier, CA 90601-1400 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 4998 
Whittier, CA 90607-4998 
 
Telephone (562) 908-4288, extension 2301 
Website: http://www.lacsd.org/
  
Pasadena is in District 5 

City 
Lateral Information 

City Hall 
Public works Permit Counter 
100 N. Garfield Ave. Rm. 212  
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 
 
(626) 744-4195 
 

Sewers 
• City of Pasadena Department of Public Works  

100 North Garfield Avenue, Room 212 
Pasadena, CA  91109 
o Project Design-Jim Lloyd         (626) 744-4287 
o Reconstruction- Bob Gardner  (626) 744-4643 
o Director                                    (626) 744-4233 
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Solid waste and recycling: 
State 
 

• California Integrated Waste Management Board – California waste 
stream and waste facility profiles are available at: 

 http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Profiles/
 
City 

• Construction and Demolition Waste: 
 http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/permitcenter/plansubreq/cndord.asp

 
Solid Waste Recycling 
City Yards 
233 W. Mountain Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91103 

        (626) 744-4721 
 

• Solid Waste Planning 
City Yards 
233 W. Mountain Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91103 

          (626) 744-7162 
 

• Street Maintenance and Integrated Waste Management 
Jimmy S. Berryhill, Administrator 

 
 (626) 744-4530 

 
Flood Control 

• City of Pasadena Department of Public Works  
100 North Garfield Avenue, Room 212 
Pasadena, CA  91109 
o Projects to prevent flooding Gil Weiss (626) 744-4690 
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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS 
 
APSSZ  Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones Act of 1972, State of 

California 
 
AQMP  Air Quality Management Plan when approved it becomes 

part of the SIP 
 
CARB  California Air Resources Board 
 
California CAA  California Clean Air Act 
 
CDFG California Department of Fish and Game  

 
CDMG  California State Department of Conservation's Division of 

Mines and Geology  
 
CEAC  Code Enforcement Appeals Commission 
 
CERCLA  Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act also known as the 
Superfund Act 

 
CESA  California Endangered Species Act  
 
CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act 
 
CMP  State Congestion Management Program 
 
CWA   Federal Clean Water Act  

   
DHS  California Department of Health Services 
 
DMB  Decision Making Body 
 
EA  Environmental Administrator 
 
EE  Environmental Exemption 
 
EIR  Environmental Impact Report  (CEQA) 
 
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement (NEPA) 
 
EPA   U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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ESA   Endangered Species Act (Federal) 
 
Federal CAA  Federal Clean Air Act 
 
FEMA  Federal Emergency Management Agency  
 
Federal MBTA Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
 
FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact (NEPA) 
 
HCP  Habitat Conservation Plan (Federal) 
 
IS  Initial Study (CEQA) 
 
MND  Mitigated Negative Declaration (CEQA) 
 
MTA  Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
 
NAAQS  National Ambient Air Quality Standards  
 
NCCP  Natural Community Conservation Plan (State) 
 
ND  Negative Declaration (CEQA) 
 
NEPA  National Environmental Protection Act 
 
NMFS  National Marine Fisheries Service 
 
NOC  Notice of Completion (CEQA) 
 
NOD  Notice of Determination (CEQA) 
 
NOI  Notice of Intent (CEQA) 
 
NOP  Notice of Preparation (CEQA) 
 
NPPA  California Native Plant Protection Act 
 
NPDES  National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  
 
OPR  Office of Planning and Research  (Governor of California) 
 
OSHA  Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration  
 
OHP  Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) 
 
PMC  Pasadena Municipal Code 
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RCRA  Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  
 
RWQCB  Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
SARA  Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act amends 

the federal CERCLA 
 
SCAB  South Coast Air Basin  
 
SCAG  Southern California Association of Governments 
 
SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District 
 
SHPO  State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
SIP   State Implementation Plan (for SCAB) 
 
SOC  Statement of Overriding Considerations (CEQA) 
 
SWRCB  State Water and Resources Control Board 
 
TIA  Transportation Impact Analysis 
 
USFWS  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
WDR  Waste-discharge requirements 
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	7) The monitoring coordinator will monitor the progress for each project through inspection activities, required reports, and office file documentation provided by staff, applicant contractors, consultants or other monitoring/reporting agencies.    
	8) Monitoring will continue for the term of the project, as indicated in the approval document, or until the project is completed and all mitigation measures/ or conditions of approval have been met or satisfied. 
	9) The monitoring coordinator will establish a tickler system to assist with timely initial inspections and reinspections until the project is completed and the case is closed. 
	 
	1.5.4 Monitor/Reporter Responsibilities – (How to input inspection findings on Tidemark):   
	 
	The mitigation monitoring inspection findings shall be recorded in Tidemark on the CCI Case by the responsible monitor/reporter. To access a Mitigation Monitoring Case; open Tidemark, type in the project address, select the CCI case, then click on the Monitoring button, which will open up the Mitigation Monitoring Checklist to view the monitoring database. Click on the Activities button to record or review inspection findings and notations. 
	  
	1.5.5 Mitigation Monitoring Statement for Planning Decision Letters 
	1.5.6 Deposit Statement For Mitigated Negative Declaration, Certified EIR & Mitigation Monitoring Program  
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential air quality impacts if : 
	 
	 
	Factors to Consider in an Air Quality Study 
	Construction and Operational Emissions: 
	Mass Daily Thresholds a
	Pollutant
	Construction b
	Operation c
	Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs) and Odor Thresholds
	Traffic Study: 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential biological resource impacts if: 
	 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential impacts to cultural resources if: 
	Factors to Consider in a Historical or Cultural Resources Study 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential impacts to energy if the project has the potential to: 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential geology and soils related impacts if: 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s hazards and hazardous material related impacts if: 


	Thresholds for Study   


	Thresholds for Study   
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential mineral resource impacts if the project would: 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential noise impacts if the project would: 
	The City of Pasadena normally requires additional investigation to determine the significance of a project’s potential impacts on public services if as a result of the project: 
	FEDERAL   
	STATE 
	 
	 OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
	 
	CITY  
	NATIONAL
	FEDERAL 
	Section 404 of the Clean Water Act  

	 
	STATE 
	CITY  


	Energy Element 

	FEDERAL  
	STATE 
	Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act of 1972 
	CITY  
	Safety Element  
	The 2002 adopted Safety Element of the General Plan contains goals, policies and programs to ensure, among other things, the safety of Pasadena residents, workers and visitors in the event of a major earthquake or failure of soil through liquifaction or other unstability. 
	FEDERAL 
	Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
	 
	Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

	STATE 
	CITY  

	FEDERAL 



	STATE 
	 
	COUNTY 
	CITY   
	The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan  
	In addition, certain projects are required to submit a plan that demonstrates how the development will comply with the SUSMP.  These projects are: 
	FEDERAL 
	Americans with Disabilities Act 
	 STATE 
	 
	REGIONAL 
	COUNTY 
	 
	CITY  



	 
	STATE 
	The City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan 
	State General Plan Guidelines 
	Pasadena Municipal Code 
	Noise Restrictions Ordinance of the City of Pasadena 
	CITY OF PASADENA 
	The 2004 Adopted Land Use Element 
	 
	 
	1976 Adopted Open Space Element 
	 
	2007 Adopted Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan 
	 




	CITY  
	2007 Adopted Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan 
	 
	CITY OF PASADENA 

	SECTION 4.0 
	APPLICANT/OWNER INFORMATION 


	 
	ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
	EXISTING PROPERTY INFORMATION 
	Project Type:   Ownership (for sale)    For Sale Subarea    
	    Rental     For Rental Subarea    
	  ______ Combination (sale/rental) 
	Net residential floor area (habitable space) of project in square feet: 
	Rental units  ______________                 For Sale units ______________________ 
	Total number of residential units proposed     
	Inclusionary Units required #   Inclusionary Units proposed  #   
	(Calculate at 6% prior to September 13, 2002, & 15% thereafter)  

	 Unit Credit   ___Yes ____No 
	NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
	WHY? 
	  
	SAMPLE: ATTACH THE INITIAL STUDY AND MITIGATION MEASURES/MMRP (IF ANY) WITH THIS FORM.  ADD “PROPOSED” IN FRONT OF THE TITLE BELOW IF THIS IS THE DRAFT ND/MND THAT YOU ARE SENDING WITH YOUR NOI.   

	NEGATIVE (or MITIGATED) DECLARATION 
	Public Meetings or Hearings will be held at (list all known meetings or hearings giving location date and time.  CEQA does not require but encourages a public meeting or hearing on Environmental; Impact Reports) 
	SUBJECT: Filing Notice of Determination in compliance with §21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code. 
	SECTION 5.0 
	MITIGATION MONITORING CHECKLIST 
	Measure Transportation -1 
	SECTION 5.0 



	Sources of information are subject to periodic changes or updates that may not be reflected in this current document.  For example, Elements of the City of Pasadena Comprehensive General Plan are periodically updated.  Persons preparing CEQA documents should check with the authors or keepers of the source for the latest information. 
	FEDERAL 
	STATE 
	REGIONAL 
	CITY 

	5.1 AESTHETICS 
	Sites listed as Scenic Highways, Experience Areas and Vistas 
	 
	Historic Resources 
	Maps and Guides 
	Pasadena Design Guidelines 
	Undergrounding of Utilities 



	5.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
	5.3 AIR QUALITY  
	South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)  
	CITY 


	5.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
	FEDERAL 
	The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers administers Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, which protects watercourses and wetlands.  Specifically, Section 404 prohibits, without permit, the discharge of dredged and fill materials into “waters of the United States” (including navigable waterways and their tributaries) and adjacent wetlands.  More information about Section 404 can be found at: 
	STATE 

	5.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
	CITY 
	 
	Soils 
	STATE and CITY 
	Water Quality/Health Related Standards 
	Existing Drainage Patterns 
	 
	Flood Plain 
	Risk of Mudflow/Soil Liquefaction 




	 5.10 LAND USE AND PLANNING 
	FEDERAL 
	ADJACENT CITIES 
	 
	Glendale 
	La Cañada -Flintridge 
	 
	Sierra Madre 
	FEDERAL 
	STATE 
	CITY 

	 5.13 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
	Zoning Ordinance 
	Information Concerning Displacement of Existing Housing: 
	 
	Aerial photographs 

	5.14 PUBLIC SERVICES  
	 5.15 RECREATION  
	FEDERAL 
	COUNTY 

	 5.16 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC  
	 
	Raymond Basin 


	GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS 
	 
	APSSZ  Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones Act of 1972, State of California 
	 
	AQMP  Air Quality Management Plan when approved it becomes part of the SIP 
	 
	CARB  California Air Resources Board 
	NMFS  National Marine Fisheries Service 






