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February 12, 2018 

 
 

Civic Center Task Force 
Planning and Community Development Department 
175 Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Dear Task Force Members, 
 
The Board of the Pasadena YWCA would like to comment on the future of the Civic Center area, 
which includes the Julia Morgan building which used to house the Pasadena YWCA offices and 
programs.   
 
First and foremost, we would like any decision regarding the Civic Center area to include office space 
for nonprofits, like us, to have an opportunity to use. We especially would like the Julia Morgan 
building to be preserved vs. torn down. 
 
We understand many choices remain in your decision-making surrounding the Civic Center.  As such, 
we believe the open area around City Hall (Garfield Avenue and Holly Street) should be an area where 
civic ceremonies can be planned and attended by the public.  If traffic continues along Garfield Ave. 
and Holly St., the ability to close them off for special events would be important to having a Civic 
Center mindset.  In addition to the open area, we feel the grassy area that is available now should not 
be disturbed or reduced further. 
 
The symmetry of the area should be maintained regarding what occurs with the YWCA and YMCA 
buildings and the Civic Center area.  A combination of public and private use would be ideal.  Some 
commercial usage along with city or other pubic offices seems appropriate.  The YWCA is no longer in 
the business of housing women, but we do serve many women and girls in the community and would 
like to do so again in the Civic Center area. 
 
Thank you for the hard work you are putting into this mission and we would appreciate it if you would 
consider our comments. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

     
Angeline Chen  

Board President  
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