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CITY OF PASADENA 
175 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE 

PASADENA, CA  91101-1704 

 

INITIAL STUDY 

In accordance with the Environmental Policy Guidelines of the City of Pasadena, this 
analysis, the associated “Master Application Form,” and/or Environmental Assessment Form 
(EAF) and supporting data constitute the Initial Study for the subject project.  This Initial Study 
provides the assessment for a determination whether the project may have a significant effect 
on the environment. 

SECTION I—PROJECT INFORMATION 

1. Project Title: ArtCenter College of Design Master Plan 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: City of Pasadena 
Planning Department 
175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA  91101-1704 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Ha Ly, Planner 
(626) 744-6743 

4. Project Location: Hillside Campus:  1700 Lida Street 
South Campus:  870, 888, 950, and 988 South 
Raymond Avenue and 1111 South Arroyo 
Parkway, Pasadena, Los Angeles County, CA 

  The Hillside Campus is an irregularly shaped 
155.95-acre site, approximately 75 percent of 
which is undeveloped, that is located 
approximately 0.4 mile west of the intersection of 
Lida Street and Linda Vista Avenue.  The 
6.68-acre South Campus is located between 
South Raymond Avenue and South Arroyo 
Parkway, just north of East Glenarm Street.  
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Refer to Figure 1, Regional Context, on page 3 
and Figure 2, Local Context, on page 4. 

5. Project Applicant’s Name and Address: Loren Montgomery 
Montgomery Clark Advisors 
10877 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1103 
Los Angeles, CA  90024 

6. General Plan Designation: Hillside Campus:  Institutional  
  South Campus:  Institutional  
 
7. Zoning: Hillside Campus: PS  (Public and Semi-Public) 

or RS-2-HD (Single-Family Residential, 0-2 lots 
per acre, Hillside Development Overlay)  

  South Campus:  PS (Public and Semi-Public) or 
IG-SP-2-HL-56 (Industrial General, South Fair 
Oaks Specific Plan, Height Limit-56 Feet), or 
CD-6 (Central District Specific Plan, Arroyo 
Corridor/Fair Oaks) 

8. Description of the Project: 

ArtCenter College of Design (ArtCenter) was first established in Los Angeles in  
1930 and moved to its current Hillside Campus located at 1700 Lida Street in the City of 
Pasadena (City) in 1976.  In 2004, ArtCenter established a second campus, referred to  
as the South Campus at 950 South Raymond Avenue.  Today, ArtCenter provides a wide 
variety of programs dedicated to the field of art and design, including undergraduate and 
graduate programs in fine art, film, graphic design, product design, environmental design, 
entertainment design, interaction design, media design practices, industrial design, and 
transportation design. 

As academic programs offered at the South Campus, which is located approximately  
5 miles to the south of the Hillside Campus, have been expanded and operations have shifted 
to this campus over time, the Hillside Campus and the South Campus have become 
increasingly connected.  As a result, despite the distance between the two campuses, 
ArtCenter has submitted one Master Plan application for a new 15-year Master Plan (the 
Project) that encompasses development on, and comprehensively identifies a vision for, both 
the Hillside Campus and the South Campus.  ArtCenter would focus growth on its South 
Campus, while providing for infrastructure improvements and building renovations on its 
Hillside Campus.  Specifically, within the South Campus, the Project would include renovations 
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to existing buildings, demolition of existing buildings and surface parking, construction of new 
buildings for student housing and student amenities, development of outdoor quad areas, and 
construction of a campus Cycleway and mobility hub.  Improvements within the Hillside 
Campus would include renovations and additions to existing buildings, additional parking, 
installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar cells and canopies over the existing surface parking 
stalls, and modifications to campus access.  The Project would be implemented in two phases, 
with Phase I occurring between 2017 and 2022 and Phase II occurring between 2022 and 
2032.  It is anticipated that upon completion of the Project, total enrollment within ArtCenter 
would increase from its current enrollment of approximately 2,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) 
students to a maximum of 2,500 FTE students and increase faculty/staff from 753 faculty/staff 
members to approximately 994 faculty/staff members between the two campuses.  The 
following provides further details of the Project by campus and by phase. 

a.  Proposed Improvements and New Buildings 

(1)  Hillside Campus 

(a)  Phase I (2017–2022) 

Phase I improvements within the Hillside Campus include removal of the Annex 
Building, enclosure of the existing open-air student pavilion, installation of PV canopies, and 
modification to the parking and circulation plan.  These Phase I improvements to the Hillside 
Campus are illustrated in Figure 3 on page 6 and are described below. 

(i)  Annex Building 

During Phase I of the Project, the 17,000-square-foot Annex Building, which is located 
on the North Lot and currently used for temporary academic and administrative purposes, 
would be removed.  Through several CUP modifications, the temporary Annex Building is 
permitted to remain until December 2020.  Accordingly, this temporary classroom building was 
never planned to be a permanent home for programs and, as such, would be removed as part 
of the first phase of the Master Plan.  Existing classroom and administrative uses would be 
relocated to other ArtCenter facilities, including facilities within the South Campus.  In place of 
the Annex Building, an additional 25 parking spaces would be created, bringing the total 
number of parking spaces in the North Lot to 215 spaces. 

(ii)  Sinclaire Pavilion 

The Sinclaire Pavilion, a predominantly unenclosed structure with a 3,500-square-foot 
building footprint, would also be improved as part of Phase I.  Currently, approximately  
145 square feet of the pavilion is enclosed.  The proposed improvement would enclose the 
remaining square footage of the pavilion to increase the utility of the pavilion and provide more 
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space to host academic and student activities/functions that are not presently supported by the 
facility and to contain noise within the building.  The pavilion would also undergo interior 
renovations upon enclosure. 

(iii)  Photovoltaic Canopies 

PV canopies would be installed over both the North and South Lots as part of Phase I, 
providing shade while decreasing thermal absorption and generating power.  The construction 
would consist of three canopy structures with a total of 23,400 square feet in the North Lot and 
five canopy structures with a total of 78,200 square feet in the South Lot.  The existing surface 
lot area of the South Lot and the North Lot would each be covered approximately 40 percent 
by the canopies.  The maximum height for the canopies would be 20 feet.  Approximately 145 
trees would be removed from the lots to accommodate the PV canopies. 

(iv)  Circulation and Parking Improvements 

The entrance to the Hillside Campus at the intersection of Lida Street and MacMinn 
Drive would be improved during Phase I to facilitate a more efficient traffic, parking, and 
circulation plan for both the Hillside Campus and the South Campus.  A paid parking system 
may be implemented for students, faculty, and staff, complemented by an enhanced campus 
entry point with a guard kiosk and pass-through/key card entrance lane to facilitate additional/
updated shuttle services. 

(b)  Phase II (2022–2032) 

During Phase II of the Master Plan, the South Building, located on the South Lot, would 
be renovated and expanded to house the new Commuter Services and Facilities Hub.  This 
phase would add approximately 15,520 square feet of new building area, as the existing  
4,200-square-foot area of the ground floor would be expanded to include an additional ground 
floor space of approximately 7,620 square feet, and a second floor, totaling approximately 
7,900 square feet would be added to a portion of the new ground floor area as well as all of the 
existing ground floor area.  The new facility would have a maximum height of 35 feet.  The 
expanded facility would house administrative and transportation-related services and would 
serve as a shuttle service drop-off/turn-around point.  The expanded facility would also allow 
storage areas currently located in the Ellwood Building to be relocated to this facility, thereby 
making additional space available in the Ellwood Building for academic and administrative 
uses.  Proposed Phase II improvements to the Hillside Campus are illustrated in Figure 4 on 
page 8. 
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(2)  South Campus 

(a)  Phase I (2017–2022) 

Within the South Campus, Phase I of the Project proposes to construct two new 
buildings that would be primarily dedicated to student housing (one on the 988 South 
Raymond Avenue parcel, referred to as the 988 South Raymond Building, and a second 
building on the 1111 South Arroyo Parkway parcel, referred to as the 1101 South Arroyo 
Building).  The 1101 South Arroyo Building would be located on the same parcel as the  
1111 South Arroyo Building, which would undergo interior renovations.  This phase would also 
include the addition of pedestrian campus connections between the 1111 South Arroyo 
Building and the two proposed student housing buildings.  Interior renovations and the addition 
of exhibition space are also planned for the existing building located at 950 South Raymond 
Avenue (referred to as the 950 South Raymond Building).  Proposed Phase I improvements to 
the South Campus are illustrated in Figure 5 on page 10 and are further described below. 

(i)  988 South Raymond Student Housing and Parking Building 

As part of Phase I of the Master Plan, the existing surface parking lot at 988 South 
Raymond Avenue would be removed and replaced with a new student housing building.  The 
proposed Student Housing and Parking Building (988 South Raymond Building) would be 
approximately 150,000 square feet in size and up to eight stories and 100 feet in height, and 
115 feet to the top of rooftop appurtenances.  The eight stories would consist of six levels of 
housing over a two-story podium with potentially two subterranean levels of parking.  The 
ground floor amenities on the podium levels may include an art store, cafeteria, student 
gallery, coffee shop, retail/café, gym, studio space, storage and equipment, and bike parking/
rental facilities.  The six levels of housing would consist of approximately 150 units with a 
maximum of 500 beds.  The 988 South Raymond Building would also include up to two levels 
of subterranean parking, a central plant to provide heating and cooling, and cooling towers on 
the roof. In addition, a temporary pedestrian bridge over the Metro Gold Line would be installed 
to provide a connection between this building and the existing 1111 South Arroyo Building until 
completion of the Main Quad (described further below).  This pedestrian bridge would be 
elevated at least 30 feet above grade to meet the requirements of the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to provide sufficient clearance over the Metro 
Gold Line.  A stepped terrace may also be constructed as part of the 988 South Raymond 
Building improvements.  This stepped terrace would expand into the Main Quad once 
constructed.  The 988 South Raymond Building is anticipated to be completed by fall of 2019. 

(ii)  1101 South Arroyo Student Housing and Parking Building 

The proposed Student Housing and Parking Building (1101 South Arroyo Building) 
would be located on 1111 South Arroyo Parkway in an area of the parcel currently used 
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as a surface parking lot.  The proposed 1101 South Arroyo Building would be approximately 
90,000 square feet in size and up to eight stories and 100 feet in height, and 115 feet to the 
top of rooftop appurtenances.  The eight stories would consist of six levels of housing above a 
two-story podium with street front amenities that may include a black box theater.  The  
black box theater would provide approximately 300 seats and would be made available 
primarily for ArtCenter educational uses to augment its programs.  On occasion, the black box 
theater may be used by members of the public in some circumstances.  The proposed housing 
would consist of approximately 80 units with a maximum of 350 beds.  Two levels of existing 
subterranean parking would remain below the new 1101 South Arroyo Building.  The 
1101 South Arroyo Building is anticipated to be completed by fall of 2022. 

(iii)  1111 South Arroyo Building Improvements 

As part of Phase I of the Master Plan, portions of the 1111 South Arroyo Building would 
be renovated to convert existing commercial office space to ArtCenter’s administrative and 
academic use and to implement structural seismic upgrades.  The building renovation would 
also allow for the creation of the Mullin Gallery, which would provide space for both student 
work and a rotation of curated significant items, including vintage automobiles and furniture, 
decorative arts, painting, and photography from the 1920s and 1930s.  Exterior façade finishes 
for the building, including a digital gallery that displays images representing a wide array of 
artwork and conceptual designs created by students, would also be implemented during Phase 
I.  As a mirror to the physical gallery experience, the digital gallery would display student work 
from ArtCenter’s array of undergraduate programs and would be chosen for display by 
Department Chairs and faculty in a curated exhibit periodically during the year.  Images may 
represent the wide array of artwork and conceptual designs created by students, including, for 
example, character animation, storybook illustrations, photographic portraits, short film clips, 
traditional fine art, motion graphics, multimodal transportation design systems, and wearable 
technology.  Alternatively, ArtCenter may commission students to create site-specific work for 
display, which may include interaction design, moving illustrations, or multimedia artworks.  In 
concert with the 988 South Raymond Building, the previously described temporary pedestrian 
bridge would be constructed as part of the building improvements to allow students, faculty, 
and staff to safely cross over the Metro Gold Line.  Approximately 35 percent of the existing 
building is currently leased by third parties for office uses.  Whether the actual amount of 
building space to be leased out would be reduced or whether office leases continue beyond 
Phase I is subject to change based on economic and other ArtCenter academic planning 
considerations.  However, ArtCenter would continue to be the primary user of the 1111 South 
Arroyo Building and the two existing levels of subterranean parking under the building.  The 
1111 South Arroyo Building improvements are anticipated to be completed by fall of 2022. 



Initial Study 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 12 

 

(iv)  950 South Raymond Building Improvements 

Approximately 40,000 square feet of the existing 90,000-square-foot 950 South 
Raymond Building would be renovated to provide additional classrooms, a studio, a library,1 
and an exhibition room.  Renovations would be focused on the vaulted ceiling portion of the 
building, or “Wind Tunnel” space with no increase in overall building envelope or height.  The 
950 South Raymond Building improvements are anticipated to be completed by fall of 2022. 

(v)  Main Quad and Underground Tunnel 

As part of Phase I of the Master Plan, a large main quad area is proposed as a public 
open space that would bridge over the Metro Gold Line, connecting the 988 South Raymond, 
1111 South Arroyo, and 1101 South Arroyo Buildings.  The elevated quad would slope down 
towards South Raymond Avenue with pedestrian paths, planted areas, seating areas, dining 
areas, and assembly areas, which could be used to host movie nights and “Concerts in the 
Park.”  An underground tunnel would also be constructed under the Metro Gold Line 
connecting subterranean parking. 

A mobility hub is also proposed under the Main Quad.  The hub would be located at the 
main entry plaza at 988 South Raymond Avenue, where the shuttle connecting the two 
campuses enters the South Campus.  The hub would include a pick-up/drop-off area, large 
bike parking area, and a car-sharing fleet.  Street access would be provided via South 
Raymond Avenue.  The mobility hub would provide a central location for transportation 
options, replacing a multi-entry approach under current conditions. 

In addition to the mobility hub, the first segment of a Cycleway would be established to 
create a campus circulation spine for pedestrians, cyclists, and electric carts to provide easy 
access between the buildings along South Raymond Avenue. 

(b)  Phase II (2022–2032) 

Phase II would include construction of the 888 South Raymond Building, which would 
consist of academic space, potentially additional student housing, parking, and multi-
purpose/institutional space.  In addition, Phase II includes the creation of a North Quad and a 
northerly extension of the Cycleway to link all buildings along South Raymond Avenue.  
Proposed Phase II development to the South Campus is illustrated in Figure 6 on page 13 and 
described in detail below. 

                                            

1  It should be noted that the only on-campus library currently available to students is the James Lemont Fogg 
Memorial Library located at the Hillside Campus. 
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(i)  888 South Raymond Building 

The existing building and surface parking lot at 888 South Raymond Avenue would be 
demolished and replaced with new buildings and landscaped space.  New construction would 
consist of four buildings that would be comprised of approximately 36,000 square feet each, 
constructed above a bi-level common podium comprised of approximately 76,000 square feet.  
As a whole, the four eight-story buildings would be 220,000 square feet in floor area.  The 
maximum building height would be 100 feet, and the maximum height, including rooftop 
appurtenances, would be 115 feet. 

Two scenarios are proposed for the 888 South Raymond Building.  Under Scenario 1, 
the four buildings and podium would house approximately 220,000 square feet of academic 
uses.  Under Scenario 2, the four buildings would include a mix of academic and student 
housing uses.  The eight floors would consist of one level of above-grade parking, one level of 
academic use, one level of student housing amenities and five levels of student housing and/or 
institutional space, with two levels of subterranean parking.  The student housing floors 
included in Scenario 2 could accommodate a maximum of 650 beds in approximately 150 
units.  An indoor basketball court is also proposed on the southwestern corner of this parcel 
immediately adjacent to the southernmost building. 

(ii)  North Quad 

The podium level of the 888 South Raymond Buildings would be developed as an 
elevated North Quad, which would connect the four new buildings.  The North Quad would 
provide a diversity of outdoor spaces for social interaction and relaxation.  Amenities would 
include study tables, fitness areas, community gardens, dining terraces, lounging decks, and 
table games.  A portion of the North Quad would be accessible to the community and may 
evolve into an outdoor sculpture garden or a community garden, with informal spaces for 
students to make and display their artistic projects. 

b.  Project Operation and Programming 

In addition to certain components of the Project that may be open and available to the 
public and the community, including, but not limited to, the ArtCenter Student Retail Store, 
coffee shop, galleries, and cafeteria, ArtCenter may rent or lease certain spaces to third parties 
for special events.  In addition, outdoor spaces may be used by the general public for 
recreational activities including, but not limited to, walking, cycling, and picnics. 

Most student activity and regular class hours would be conducted between 8:00 A.M. 
and 10:00 P.M.  However, both campuses would continue to function outside of these hours as 
24-hour college campuses.  ArtCenter would continue to operate their existing public events, 
such as the Car Classic, Graduation Show, and various gallery openings.  Proposed new 
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public events may include a community barbeque, the Mullin Gallery openings, and the  
Hutto-Patterson Exhibition Hall opening.  Additionally, ArtCenter would continue to hold 
undergraduate and graduate college events that are a part of normal academic activities. 

c.  Vehicular Access, Circulation, and Parking 

(1)  Hillside Campus 

There are no parking or vehicular access controls on the Hillside Campus under existing 
conditions.  As described above, the entrance to the Hillside Campus would be improved to 
facilitate a more efficient traffic, parking, and circulation plan for both the Hillside Campus and 
the South Campus.  These improvements include an enhanced campus entry point for the 
Hillside Campus with a guard kiosk and pass-through/key card entrance lane to facilitate 
additional/updated shuttle service and a potential paid parking system.  In addition, the South 
Building that is located at the west end of the South Lot would be expanded and would 
become the Commuter Services and Facilities Hub, which would serve as a shuttle service 
drop-off/turn-around point.  Furthermore, an additional 25 parking spaces would be provided in 
the North Lot upon demolition of the temporary Annex Building.  No other changes to access 
or circulation are proposed for the Hillside Campus. 

(2)  South Campus 

As described above, a mobility hub is proposed under the Main Quad to serve as the 
primary pick-up/drop off area for the South Campus, including the shuttle service that connects 
the two campuses.  This mobility hub is accessed through a driveway along South Raymond 
Avenue.  In addition to this main entry to the South Campus, six other driveways are proposed, 
including three additional driveways along South Raymond Avenue, one driveway along South 
Arroyo Parkway, and two driveways along East Glenarm Street. 

The two campuses function as a “traditional college campus” as defined in the 
Pasadena Zoning Code.  The Zoning Code requires one parking space for every three 
habitable rooms for dormitory uses.  For traditional college campus uses, the Zoning Code 
requires one parking space for every three non-residential students and one parking space for 
every three faculty/staff members. 

The maximum number of units proposed is 380 units if Scenario 2 for the development 
of the 888 South Raymond Building, which would include student housing, is pursued.  The 
number of units would be less under Scenario 1, which would utilize the building for academic 
use.  There would be approximately four habitable rooms for each dormitory unit, resulting in 
1,520 habitable rooms within the dormitory buildings on the South Campus.  The required 
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parking for the dormitory use would be a minimum of 507 parking spaces upon completion of 
the Phase II development. 

The maximum number of beds is proposed at 1,500 beds, resulting in 1,500 residential 
students and 1,000 non-residential students.  The required parking for non-residential students 
would be 333 parking spaces.  The required parking for 994 employees is 331 parking spaces. 

Under the Pasadena Municipal Code, the minimum cumulative total required parking 
spaces between both campuses are 1,171 parking spaces.  As mentioned earlier, 
approximately 35 percent of the existing 1111 South Arroyo Building is currently leased out to 
third parties for office uses.  For business and professional office uses, the Zoning Code 
requires three parking spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross floor area.  In addition to the 
required parking spaces for the ArtCenter college and dormitory uses, sufficient parking 
spaces must be maintained for the business professional office tenants in the 1111 South 
Arroyo Parkway building. 

d.  Shuttles 

Currently, there are two shuttles and one shuttle route.  The project would add up to a 
maximum of six shuttles.  Shuttle times currently run from approximately 7:00 A.M. to  
11:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Weekend hours occur from approximately 7:00 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M.  Existing shuttle frequency occurs approximately every 20 to 25 minutes.  The 
proposed shuttle operation anticipates similar hours of operation with an estimated frequency 
of every 10 to 12 minutes. 

e.  Lighting and Signage 

A Master Sign Plan is intended to integrate project signs into the architectural design of 
the site, thereby creating an architectural statement of high quality.  A Master Sign Plan 
provides a flexible means of applying and modifying the sign regulations to ensure high quality 
in the design and display of multiple permanent signs for a project or use and to encourage 
creativity and excellence in the design of signs.  It is expected that the design quality of signs 
proposed under a Master Sign Plan would be of a superior quality and creativity to those that 
might result through the normal sign permit process.  The provisions of a Master Sign Plan 
shall not include temporary banners.  The Master Sign Plan would propose several types of 
signage to be included throughout the campus.  The types of signage may include:  (1) college 
identification major monument signs; (2) college and building identification wall signs;  
(3) college and building monument signs; (4) directional signs; and (5) tenant/department/
gallery wall and window signs. 
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Proposed lighting includes safety lighting; lighting to accentuate gathering spaces; 
vertical lighting to pedestrian routes to aid security surveillance; decorative lighting for 
landscaping, benches and façade; and lighting to highlight art, gateways, and campus 
entrances.  General lighting design principles would also be sensitive to environmental and 
economic issues associated with external lighting, such as using energy-efficient lighting.  
Light shall be placed where it is needed, limiting light pollution; site-wide controls, such as 
astronomical timeclocks and photocells, would switch off lighting when it is no longer in use; 
and lighting fixtures would be constructed out of recycled materials. 

f.  Project Construction and Schedule 

As discussed above, construction of the Project would be conducted in two phases.  
Construction of Phase I is estimated to occur over approximately 24 to 36 months within a 
four-year period from 2017 through 2022.  Construction of Phase II is estimated to extend 
ten years from 2022 through 2032.  Construction is dependent on fundraising efforts, and 
construction could begin earlier if fundraising is greater than anticipated. 

Construction of the Project, particularly on the South Campus, would involve several 
stages, including the demolition of asphalt paving, site preparation for the proposed student 
housing and parking structure, and construction of the new buildings and related 
improvements. 

9.  Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: 

a.  Setting 

(1)  Hillside Campus 

The Hillside Campus is located at 1700 Lida Street in the San Rafael Hills, a hilly area 
between State Route 2 (SR-2 or the Glendale Freeway) and Interstate 210 (I-210 or the 
Foothill Freeway) in the northwestern portion of the City.  The Hillside Campus is accessed 
from Lida Street and is bounded by hillside residential properties along Rutherford Drive on the 
south and Chamberlain Road on the east.  The Glendale city limits are immediately west of 
the campus. 

The Hillside Campus is an irregularly shaped 155.95-acre site, approximately  
75 percent of which is undeveloped.  The developed area within the Hillside Campus consists 
of two large parking areas known as the South Lot (701 spaces) and North Lot (181 spaces), 
as well as a guest parking lot (12 spaces) and 18 on-street parking spaces, and four existing 
buildings, including the Ellwood Building, the South Building, the Sinclaire Pavilion, and the 
Annex Building.  The Ellwood Building, which was built as a bridge building spanning over 



Initial Study 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 18 

 

MacMinn Drive (the main road on-campus) and the campus’ hilly, canyon terrain, is a 207,168-
square-foot, 21-foot-tall, two-story building used for academic and administrative uses.  The 
South Building is a 4,200-square-foot, 12-foot-tall, one-story building used for maintenance 
and operations.  The Sinclaire Pavilion is a 3,500-square-foot, one-story building that varies in 
height up to 24 feet and is used as a campus amenity/outdoor lounge.  The Annex Building is a 
17,000-square-foot, 24-foot-tall, two-story building used for temporary academic and 
administrative uses. 

(2)  South Campus 

The South Campus is located near the northern terminus of State Route 110 (SR-110 or 
Pasadena Freeway), in the southern portion of the City.  The South Campus sits between 
South Raymond Avenue and South Arroyo Parkway, just north of East Glenarm Street. 

The South Campus consists of five rectangular parcels bisected by the Metro Gold Line 
and totaling 6.68 acres.  The parcels along South Raymond Avenue are located west of the 
Metro Gold Line and the parcel on the northwestern corner of South Arroyo Parkway and East 
Glenarm Street is located immediately to the east of the rail line.  The parcel located at  
870 South Raymond Avenue is the northernmost parcel within the South Campus and is 
developed with a 35,772-square-foot, two-story building (870 South Raymond Building) that 
varies in height up to 39 feet and is used for academic uses, as well as 28 surface parking 
spaces.  The parcel at 888 South Raymond Avenue is developed with an 11,775-square-foot, 
16-foot-tall, one-story building (888 South Raymond Building) used for shop space and 
parking, along with 150 surface parking spaces.  The parcel located at 950 South Raymond 
Avenue is developed with a 95,034-square-foot building (950 South Raymond Building) 
comprised of up to three stories and 64 feet in height and used for academic and 
administrative uses.  The parcel located at 988 South Raymond Avenue on the northeastern 
corner of South Raymond Avenue and East Glenarm Street is a parking lot with 148 parking 
spaces.  The parcel located at 1111 South Arroyo Parkway on the northwestern corner of 
South Arroyo Parkway and East Glenarm Street, just north of the terminus of the SR-110, is 
developed with a 131,209-square-foot, six-story building (1111 South Arroyo Building) that is 
up to approximately 96 feet in height and a total of 410 parking spaces (on both the surface lot 
and subterranean level).  The 1111 South Arroyo Building is used for academic and 
administrative uses, as well as office space currently leased by third parties. 

b.  Surrounding Land Uses 

(1)  Hillside Campus 

No development is located immediately adjacent to the Hillside Campus.  More distant 
surrounding uses in the vicinity include single-family residences to the north, south, east, and west.  
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The Brookside Country Club is located approximately 0.5 mile to the east.  Just south of Brookside 
Country Club and southeast of the Hillside Campus is the Rose Bowl, a 93,000-seat stadium 
which hosts college football and numerous events throughout the year, including concerts and 
other large outdoor events.  The Scholl Canyon Golf and Tennis Club is located approximately 
0.5 mile to the southwest. 

(2)  South Campus 

West of the South Campus, across South Raymond Avenue, there are various 
commercial and light industrial uses, including, but not limited to, offices, service commercial 
facilities, commercial storage, The Rose Place (a float construction facility for the Tournament 
of Roses Parade), two veterinary hospitals, and a Pasadena Water and Power facility.  North 
of the campus are commercial and restaurant uses.  Pasadena Water and Power’s Broadway/
Glenarm Power Plant is located to the south across East Glenarm Street.  To the east of the 
South Campus are commercial/retail and restaurant uses, storage facilities, and associated 
parking areas.  The Metro Gold Line, which bisects the South Campus, runs between East Los 
Angeles and Azusa via Union Station.  The Fillmore Street Station, located approximately 
300 feet north of Project Site, is the nearest Metro Gold Line Station to the South Campus. 

10.  Other public agencies whose approval is required: 

The Project entitlements from the City of Pasadena may include the following: 

 Master Plan 

 Zoning Map Amendment to change the zoning designation of 870 and 888 South 
Raymond Avenue (currently zoned IG-SP-2-HL-56) and 1111 South Arroyo Parkway 
(currently zoned CD-6) to Public and Semi-Public (PS); 

 Vesting Tentative Tract Map; 

 Development Agreement; 

 The operation of a digital gallery on the façade of the 1111 South Arroyo Building; 

 Conditional Use Permit for the Sale of alcoholic beverages; 

 Public Tree Removal Permit; 

 Private Tree Removal Permit; 

 Design Review; 

 Master Sign Plan; 
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 Other discretionary and ministerial permits and approvals that may be deemed 
necessary, including but not limited to, temporary street closure permits, 
encroachment permits, grading permits, excavation permits, foundation permits, 
trade permits, and building permits. 

The Project may also require approval from other public agencies: 

 Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) Approval of 
Pedestrian Bridge and Main Quad; and 

 No specific discretionary approvals from outside agencies beyond Metro’s approval 
of the pedestrian bridge and Main Quad over the Metro Gold Line are currently 
known by the City of Pasadena to be required.  However, permits and approvals 
from other outside agencies may become necessary as additional information 
becomes available. 
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SECTION II—ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1. BACKGROUND 
 Date checklist submitted:  September 2, 2016 
 Department requiring checklist:  Planning and Community Development Department 
 Case Manager:  Ha Ly 

2. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.  (Explanations for all answers are required): 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
3. AESTHETICS.  Would the project:   

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a 
scenic vista? 

    

WHY?  The Hillside Campus is located in the San Rafael Hills, a hillside area between State 
Route 2 (SR-2) and Interstate 210 (I-210) in the northwestern portion of the City.  The majority 
of the 155.95-acre site is undeveloped.  The developed portion consists of two large parking 
areas and four existing buildings.  Improvements within the Hillside Campus would include 
renovations and additions to existing buildings, additional parking, installation of PV canopies, 
and modifications to campus access.  No development is located immediately adjacent to the 
Hillside Campus.  More distant surrounding uses in the vicinity include single-family 
residences to the north, south, east, and west.  The Hillside Campus has limited visibility from 
the surrounding area due to tree cover along the northern and eastern boundaries of the 
campus and the topography of the area that naturally blocks views from the west and south 
towards the Hillside Campus.  However, there may be intermittent views of the campus from 
areas that are higher in elevation, particularly from the hillside to the northeast of the campus.  
Therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential impacts related to 
scenic vistas that would be affected by the proposed improvements on the Hillside Campus. 

The South Campus is located near the terminus of SR-110 in the southern portion of the City 
and is fully developed with surface parking and buildings of various sizes.  The Metro Gold 
Line traverses the South Campus.  Within the South Campus, the Project would include 
renovations to existing buildings, demolition of existing buildings and surface parking, 
construction of new buildings for student housing, development of outdoor quad areas, and 
construction of a campus Cycleway and mobility hub.  The South Campus is in a densely 
developed portion of the City surrounded by commercial and industrial uses; however, 
north-facing views of the San Gabriel Mountains are visible from certain public areas near the 
South Campus; therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential 
impacts related to scenic vistas that would be affected by the proposed improvements on the 
South Campus.  
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b. Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway? 

    

WHY?  The Project Site is not located within a State scenic highway; the only designated 
State scenic highway in the City is the Angeles Crest Highway (SR-2), which traverses the 
northernmost panhandle of the City that extends along the border of the Angeles National 
Forest and approximately 3.5 miles north of the Hillside Campus.  The Project Site (both 
Hillside and South Campuses) is not within the viewshed of the Angeles Crest Highway and, 
thus, would have no impacts to a State scenic highway. 

However, a portion of SR-110 from the US-101 in downtown Los Angeles to Central Pasadena 
is the Arroyo Seco Parkway, which is designated a National Scenic Byway and State Historic 
Parkway by the Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans, respectively.2  The South 
Campus is within the viewshed of Arroyo Seco Parkway, which is located along the eastern 
boundary of the South Campus.  Nevertheless, the South Campus does not contain scenic 
resources, such as rock outcroppings, on or immediately adjacent to the areas of the Project 
Site that would be disturbed by the proposed development of the Master Plan.  The potential 
to impact historic buildings is addressed in Response (c), below, and in Section 7, Cultural 
Resources, of this Initial Study.  Impacts would be less than significant, and this issue will not 
be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

c. Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

    

WHY?  As discussed above, the Project would include development on both the Hillside and 
South Campuses, including the expansion/renovation of existing buildings, installation of PV 
cells and canopies over the parking areas at the Hillside Campus, and development of new 
buildings up to 100 feet high and renovation of existing buildings on the South Campus.  The 
Hillside Campus has limited visibility from the surrounding area due to a dense tree cover 
along the northern and eastern boundaries of the campus and the topography of the area that 

                                            

2  U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, America’s Byways, Arroyo Seco Historic 
Parkway—Route 110, www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/10246, accessed on August 8, 2016; California 
Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping System, www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/16_
livability/scenic_highways/, accessed on August 8, 2016. 
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naturally blocks views from the west and south towards the Hillside Campus.  However, there 
may be intermittent views of the campus from areas that are higher in elevation, particularly 
from the hillside to the northeast of the campus. 

Due to the varied visual character of the area surrounding the South Campus and the potential 
for the new building to affect views of and from surrounding areas, potentially significant 
impacts associated with the visual character and quality of the South Campus and its 
surroundings could occur.  As such, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the 
potential impacts related to visual character on the Hillside Campus and the South Campus. 

d. Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

WHY?  Uses, such as residences, hospitals, and hotels, are considered light-sensitive since 
they are typically occupied by persons who are subject to disturbance by bright light sources 
during evening hours. 

The Hillside Campus is located in a predominantly residential portion of the City with fewer 
sources of artificial light.  The Project includes the expansion/renovation of existing buildings 
and installation of PV cells at the Hillside Campus.  New development would include nighttime 
illumination for architectural lighting, signage, pedestrian areas, and security purposes.  
However, as noted above, the Hillside Campus has limited visibility from the surrounding area 
due to a dense tree cover along the northern and eastern boundaries of the campus and the 
topography of the area that naturally blocks views from the west and south.  However, there 
may be intermittent views of the campus from areas that are higher in elevation.  While the 
Project includes the installation of PV cells and canopies over the parking areas, newer PV 
cells typically include anti-reflective materials to maximize absorption and minimize glare.  This 
often results in their reflectivity being lower than other nearby materials, such as glass 
or steel.3 

The South Campus is located within a highly urbanized area, characterized by medium to high 
ambient nighttime artificial light levels.  The Project includes renovation of existing buildings 
and construction of new buildings up to 100 feet tall on the South Campus.  As with the 
Hillside Campus, this development would include nighttime illumination for architectural 

                                            

3  American Planning Association, “Planning and Zoning for Solar Energy Frequently Asked Questions,” 
www.planning.org/research/solar/faq.htm, accessed August 11, 2016. 
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lighting, signage, pedestrian areas, and security purposes.  The South Campus also includes 
development of a digital gallery, which would result in new sources of light.  In addition, the 
new buildings and architectural features would introduce new surfaces, which could result in 
new sources of glare to nearby uses.  Thus, the Project has the potential to increase ambient 
lighting and/or create new sources of glare near the South Campus that could affect day or 
nighttime views.  As such, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential 
impacts related to light and glare on the Hillside Campus and the South Campus.   

4. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES.  In determining whether impacts to 
agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the 
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on 
agriculture and farmland.  In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including 
timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information 
compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s 
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest 
Legacy Assessment project; and the forest carbon measurement methodology provided in 
Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board.  Would the project: 

a.  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 

    

WHY?  The City is located outside the areas mapped by the California Department of 
Conservation as important farmland (i.e., prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of 
statewide importance).4  The City does not contain any land zoned for agricultural use; the 
Hillside Campus is zoned PS (Public and Semi-Public) and RS-2-HD (Single-Family 
Residential, 0–2 lots per acre, Hillside Development Overlay), and the South Campus is zoned 
PS, IG-SP-2-HL-56 (Industrial General, South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, Height Limit-56 Feet), 
and CD-6, (Central District Specific Plan, Arroyo Corridor/Fair Oaks).  While commercial 
growing is a conditionally permitted use in the RS-2-HD zone and permitted use in the 

                                            

4  California Department of Conservation, Los Angeles County Important Farmland 2014, published April 2016. 
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IG-SP-2-HL-56, none currently exists at either campus, which is developed with other uses.  
Therefore, no impacts to prime or unique farmland would occur as a result of the Project.  This 
issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
contract? 

    

WHY?  The City, including the Project Site, has no land zoned for agricultural use or enrolled 
under a Williamson Act contract.  No agricultural uses exist within the Project area; therefore, 
no impacts would occur with regard to lands zoned for agricultural use or under Williamson Act 
contract.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code Section 12220 
(g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code Section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production 
(as defined in Government Code 
Section 51104(g))? 

    

WHY?  The City has no timberland or timberland production land and has no land zoned for 
forest land.  Although the City’s General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element, which 
was adopted in January 2012, discusses various types of natural open space (e.g., Wild Open 
Space, Modified Open Space, and Undeveloped Lands), there would be no expansion into 
previously undeveloped portions of the Hillside Campus.  The South Campus is located within 
a heavily urbanized area of the City, which does not support any timberland, timberland 
production, or forest land.  As a result, no impacts would occur to forest land or timberland 
resources.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

d. Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to a non-forest 
use? 

    

WHY?  As discussed above, there is no forest land in the City; therefore, the Project would not 
result in the conversion or loss of forest land.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the 
EIR prepared for the Project. 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 27 

 

e. Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location 
or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use? 

    

WHY?  As discussed above, there is no known farmland in the City of Pasadena; therefore, 
the Project would not result in the conversion of farmland to a non-agricultural use, and no 
impacts would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project. 

5. AIR QUALITY.  Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air 
quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations.  Would the project: 

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan? 

    

WHY?  The Project Site is located within the 6,700-square-mile South Coast Air Basin (Basin).  
Within the Basin, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is required to 
reduce emissions of criteria pollutants for which the Basin is in non-attainment (i.e., ozone, 
PM2.5, and lead), pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act.  The Basin is also in non-attainment for 
PM10 pursuant to the California Clean Air Act.  The SCAQMD’s plan for reducing emissions is 
the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).  The AQMP contains a comprehensive list of 
pollution control strategies directed at reducing emissions and achieving ambient air quality 
standards.  These strategies are developed, in part, based on regional population, housing, 
and employment projections prepared by the Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG).  SCAG is the regional planning agency for Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, Riverside, 
San Bernardino and Imperial Counties, and addresses regional issues relating to 
transportation, the economy, community development, and the environment.5  With regard to 
future growth, SCAG has prepared the 2016–2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (2016–2040 RTP/SCS), which provides population, housing, and 
employment projections for cities under its jurisdiction.  The growth projections in the 2016–
2040 RTP/SCS are based on growth projections in local general plans for jurisdictions in 
SCAG’s planning area. 

                                            

5 SCAG serves as the federally-designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Southern 
California region. 
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Construction and operation of the Project may result in an increase in stationary and mobile 
source air emissions.  As a result, Project development could have an adverse effect on the 
SCAQMD’s implementation of the AQMP.  The EIR prepared for the Project will include an 
evaluation of the Project’s consistency with the SCAQMD’s AQMP. 

b. Violate any air quality standard or 
contribute to an existing or projected air 
quality violation? 

    

WHY?  The Project may contribute to regional and localized air pollutant emissions during 
construction (short-term) and Project operation (long-term).  Air emissions may occur during all 
phases of Project construction (e.g., demolition, site preparation, and construction).  In 
addition, Project development would generate air emissions during its operational phase from 
motor vehicle travel, energy consumption, and on-site activities associated with Project 
operations.  As a result, construction and operation of the Project may result in the violation of 
air quality standards or contribute to an existing or projected air quality violation.  The EIR 
prepared for the Project will further evaluate emissions during both Project construction 
and operations. 

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is non-attainment under 
an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing 
emissions which exceed quantitative 
thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

    

WHY?  The SCAQMD’s approach for assessing cumulative impacts is based on the AQMP’s 
forecast regarding the attainment of ambient air quality standards in accordance with the 
requirements of the federal and State Clean Air Acts.  The Project, as described above, may 
result in increases in air emissions from construction and operations occurring in the Basin, 
which is currently in non-attainment of federal air quality standards for ozone, PM2.5, and lead, 
as well as non-attainment of State air quality standards for PM10.  Therefore, implementation of 
the Project could potentially contribute to air quality impacts, which combined with other 
existing and future emissions sources in the area, could cause a cumulative impact.  As such, 
the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential for a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant associated with Project implementation. 
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d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

    

WHY?  Project construction and operations, as described above, may increase air emissions 
above current levels.  Some population groups, including children, the elderly, and acutely and 
chronically ill persons (especially those with cardio-respiratory diseases), are considered more 
sensitive to air pollution than others.  The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook provides 
examples of typical sensitive receptors which include long-term health care facilities, 
rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, retirement homes, residences, schools, 
playgrounds, child care centers, and athletic facilities.  The EIR for the Project will evaluate the 
presence of sensitive receptors in the Project vicinity and potential Project impacts to these 
receptors. 

e. Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

    

WHY?  No objectionable odors are anticipated as a result of either construction or operation of 
the Project.  Construction of the Project would use conventional building materials typical of 
construction projects of similar type and size.  Any odors that may be generated during 
construction would be localized and temporary in nature and would not be sufficient to affect a 
substantial number of people or result in a nuisance as defined by SCAQMD Rule 402. 

According to the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses associated with odor 
complaints typically include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment plants, food processing 
plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding.  The 
Project would not involve these types of uses since the Project would include the development 
of academic uses, student housing, and other institutional uses.  As such, less-than-significant 
impacts related to odors would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project. 
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6.  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

WHY?  The Hillside Campus is located in a predominantly low-density residential setting in the 
San Rafael Hills.  The City’s General Plan EIR identifies this portion of the City as a sensitive 
area designated for development.6  Such areas are known to have patches of sage scrub, 
sagebrush, and chaparral habitats, as well as oak and walnut woodlands, partly on steep 
slopes.  While the developed portion consists of buildings, parking, and landscaping typical of 
a college campus, approximately 75 percent of the Hillside Campus is undeveloped.  
Therefore, this issue will be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project.  The 
evaluation of biological resources in the EIR will be based, in part, on a biological resources 
survey prepared in accordance with Mitigation Measure 3-1 of the General Plan EIR. 

The South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area and is currently developed with 
buildings, parking, and landscaping typical of the urbanized portions of Pasadena.  There are 
no known candidate, sensitive, or special status species on or in the immediate vicinity of the 
South Campus, and species likely to occur on-site are limited to small terrestrial and avian 
species typically found in developed settings.  Furthermore, the South Campus and 
surrounding area do not provide suitable habitat for sensitive species, and the Project would 
not directly affect or modify the habitat of any identified sensitive species. 

Therefore, impacts to sensitive species on the South Campus would be less than significant, 
and this issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

                                            

6  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.3 Biological Resources, Figure 5.3-2, January 2015. 
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b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?   

    

WHY?  As discussed above, the Hillside Campus is located in a predominantly low-density 
residential portion of the San Rafael Hills that the City’s General Plan EIR identifies as a 
sensitive area designated for development.  Such areas are known to have patches of sage 
scrub, sagebrush, and chaparral habitats, as well as oak and walnut woodlands, partly on 
steep slopes.  As noted previously, while the developed portion consists of buildings, parking, 
and landscaping typical of a college campus, approximately 75 percent of the Hillside Campus 
is undeveloped.  Therefore, this issue will be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project. 

The South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area and is currently developed with 
buildings, parking, and landscaping typical of a college campus.  There is no known sensitive 
habitat on or in the immediate vicinity of the South Campus. 

Therefore, impacts to sensitive habitat on the South Campus would be less than significant, 
and this issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on 
federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, 
or other means? 

    

WHY?  Drainage courses with definable bed and bank and their adjacent wetlands are  
“waters of the United States” and fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Jurisdictional 
wetlands, as defined by the USACE are lands that, during normal conditions, possess hydric 
soils, are dominated by wetland vegetation, and are inundated with water for a portion of the 
growing season. 
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The Hillside Campus lies in the upper reaches of two shallow sided canyons in the San Rafael 
Hills.  The United States Geologic Survey (USGS) 7.5-Minute Pasadena Quadrangle depicts 
intermittent drainages within these canyons.  Similarly, the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) depicts riverine surface waters tracing the same drainages.  Both the USGS 
and USFWS mapping are based on analysis of aerial imagery and not field verified.  In 
addition, neither of these sources depict regulatory wetlands or waters of the U.S. pursuant to 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, which is administered by USACE.  Rather, regulatory 
wetlands and waters of the U.S. must meet specific requirements (e.g., identifiable bed and 
bank, hydric soils, wetland vegetation, evidence of inundation, etc.) as identified through field 
investigation on a site-by-site basis. 

When the Hillside Campus was constructed, the Project Site was graded to create pads for 
buildings, parking lots, and other campus amenities.  Through grading and development of the 
Hillside Campus, the drainage pattern of the Project Site was modified and any natural canyon 
drainages were removed.  The developed portion of the Hillside Campus contains no soft-
bottom or natural drainage courses or wetland or riparian vegetation.  Rather, the developed 
area consists of existing structures, paved parking lots, access drives, recreational facilities, 
and landscaping.  All development associated with the Project would generally be located 
within previously disturbed and built areas.  Nevertheless, given the fact that the USGS and 
USFWS both map wetland areas on the Hillside Campus, this issue will be evaluated further in 
the EIR prepared for the Project. 

The South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area and is currently developed with 
buildings, surface parking areas, and limited landscaping.  In addition, the area surrounding 
the South Campus is almost entirely developed with structures and/or impervious surfaces.  
There are no federally protected waters or wetlands, as defined by Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act on the Project Site, and no water features or other topographic depressions are 
present on the Project Site that could support wetlands. 

Therefore, impacts to wetlands on the South Campus would be less than significant, and this 
issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

d. Interfere substantially with the movement 
of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 
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WHY?  As discussed above, the Hillside Campus is within an area mapped as a sensitive area 
designated for development.  However, the Hillside Campus has been in operation since 1976; 
as such, any migratory wildlife species would be well adapted to the presence of the buildings 
and academic uses within the existing campus footprint.  Furthermore, as noted previously, 
development on the Hillside Campus would be limited to the existing developed area and 
would not encroach on any adjacent habitat.  However, as discussed further below, the Project 
would remove 145 trees on the Hillside Campus.  These trees could potentially provide nesting 
sites for migratory birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  Therefore, this 
issue will be evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

The South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area that does not contain any natural 
areas or water features.  There are no known native resident, migratory fish, or wildlife species 
or established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors within the South Campus.  
Accordingly, the Project would not impede any use of native wildlife nursery sites.  Only 
wildlife commonly found in developed, urban areas are expected to be found within the 
South Campus.  Therefore, this issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the 
Project. 

e. Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

    

WHY?  The City of Pasadena’s Ordinance No. 6896, “City Trees and Tree Protection 
Ordinance” (City Tree Ordinance), aims to protect the canopy of trees within the City.  
Specifically, the ordinance protects five different types of trees within the City.  The five types 
of trees protected by the City’s Tree Ordinance include Public, Mature, Landmark, Specimen, 
and Native Trees. 

A tree survey conducted for the Hillside Campus identified a total of 187 trees within the 
developed portion of the campus.  These trees are primarily located in the parking lots and 
building perimeter to complement the existing on-site development.  Of these trees, 145 trees 
would be removed, primarily within the parking lots to allow for the installation of the PV 
canopies.  However, of the 145 trees to be removed, only one tree is protected.  The protected 
tree is an Aleppo Pine, which is designated as a specimen tree, and is located in the North Lot.

Similarly, a tree survey conducted for the South Campus identified a total of 83 trees within or 
adjacent to campus, 34 of which are on private property (i.e., within the campus property) and 
49 are on public property (i.e., public rights-of-way and sidewalks).  Of these 83 trees, 
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31 private trees and 37 public trees would be removed as part of the Project, and two would be 
relocated.  None of the 31 trees on private property are protected.  However, all 39 of the trees 
on public property are protected.  Removal of trees on public property requires advisement by 
the Urban Forestry Advisory Committee to the City Manager. 

All protected, native, and mature trees as defined by the City must be replaced.  Accordingly, 
the Project includes a conceptual landscaping plan, which calls for the planting of trees 
throughout the Hillside and South Campuses to replace those trees to be removed.  The 
planned tree planting and landscaping would provide for the replacement of the impacted trees 
in a manner appropriate for the Project Site and with an emphasis on creating tree canopy and 
diversity.  The Project’s tree planting program would include a variety of tree species, planting 
sizes, and tree canopy with the canopy replacement based on the required replacement ratios 
as set forth in the City’s Tree Ordinance.  Should the number of required tree plantings exceed 
the Project Site’s available planting space, off-site tree planting, in accordance with the 
provisions of the City’s Tree Ordinance, would occur. 

With compliance with the provisions of the City’s Tree Ordinance, Project impacts to on-site 
tree resources would be less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the 
EIR prepared for the Project. 

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural 
Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), 
or other approved local, regional, or state 
habitat conservation plan? 

    

WHY?  Currently, there are no adopted Habitat Conservation Plans or Natural Community 
Conservation Plans in the City.  There are also no approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plans applicable to the Project vicinity or Project Site.  As such, no impacts would 
occur as a result of the Project.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project. 

7. CULTURAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a historical resource as 
defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5? 
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WHY?  Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a historical resource as:  (1) a 
resource that is listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historic Resources 
Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register); 
(2) a resource listed in a local register of historical resources or identified as significant in a 
historical resource survey meeting certain state guidelines; or (3) an object, building, structure, 
site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency determines to be significant in the 
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, 
military, or cultural annals of California. 

The City of Pasadena is well-known for having a number of landmark buildings and historic 
neighborhoods.  The City contains 20 historic districts listed on the National Register, in 
addition to 23 listed Historic Places and 17 additional local landmark districts established by 
the City.  The City maintains a comprehensive list of historic resources in its Historic 
Resources Inventory (HRI).  Based on a combined list of historical resources within the City 
from known site records and the California Office of Historic Preservation’s HRI, there are 
7,440 resources with the City.  Within the Hillside Campus, the Ellwood Building is a 
designated local historic resource. 

Portions of the South Campus are located within the Central District Specific Plan, and a 
number of historically significant structures are located within the Specific Plan area.  Several 
buildings within and adjacent to the South Campus are 50 years of age or older.  Additionally, 
Arroyo Seco Parkway from its junction with US 101 to East Glenarm Street is listed in the 
National Register as the Arroyo Seco Parkway Historic District.  The Arroyo Seco Parkway is 
also designated a National Civil Engineering Landmark and a California Historic Parkway.7 

Therefore, construction of the Project has the potential to impact historic resources.  The EIR 
prepared for the Project would further evaluate the potential for impacts upon historic 
resources resulting from Project implementation. 

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15064.5? 

    

                                            

7  National Park Service, Arroyo Seco Parkway, www.nps.gov/nr/travel/route66/arroyo_seco_parkway.html, 
accessed August 11, 2016. 
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WHY?  Section 15064.5(a)(3)(D) of the CEQA Guidelines generally defines archaeological 
resources as any resource that “has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history.” 

As described in the Pasadena General Plan EIR, there are five known archaeological sites in 
the City, as documented in the records maintained by the South Central Coastal Information 
Center.8  Three are prehistoric sites, including a milling stone site and a trail, and two are 
historical archaeological sites: Teddy’s Camp and a trash deposit.  Locations of archaeological 
sites and types of resources in each site are kept confidential due to their sensitive nature.  
Due to the limited number of archaeological resources documented and the built out nature of 
the City, the potential for impacts to archaeological resources is considered low. 

The Hillside Campus is located approximately 1 mile from Walker’s Sheldon Reservoir site.  
However, the developed portion of the Hillside Campus has undergone extensive ground 
disturbance due to previous development, and improvements would be limited, primarily 
consisting of renovation and demolition of existing structures and installation of PV canopies, 
which would require only shallow ground disturbance.  Nevertheless, limited development in 
the hillside areas could disturb artifacts due to the former presence of Native Americans in 
the region. 

While the South Campus has also undergone extensive ground disturbance due to previous 
development of the campus and surrounding areas, the Project would require excavation to 
previously undisturbed depths related to the underground parking and tunneling associated 
with the Project.  As such, there is the potential for Project construction to uncover unknown 
and previously unidentified archaeological resources.  As an example, CA-LAN-26 was 
encountered in 1938 during excavations for the existing above-ground Sheldon Reservoir.  
This site is described as a Native American cemetery excavated by the Southwest Museum 
shortly after its discovery by the Pasadena Water Department (now PWP).  CA-LAN-26 
measured approximately 90 feet by 40 feet and was formerly located within the footprint of the 
existing Sheldon Reservoir. 

Therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential impacts related to 
archaeological resources. 

                                            

8  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.4 Cultural Resources, January 2015. 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 37 

 

c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

    

WHY?  Neither the Hillside Campus nor the South Campus is located within a sensitive 
paleontological area.9 

The developed portion of the Hillside Campus has undergone extensive ground disturbance 
due to previous development, and improvements would be limited, primarily consisting of 
renovation and demolition of existing structures and installation of PV canopies, which would 
require only shallow ground disturbance. 

While the South Campus has also undergone extensive ground disturbance due to previous 
development of the campus and surrounding areas, the Project would require excavation to 
previously undisturbed depths related to the underground parking and tunneling associated 
with the Project.  However, as noted above, the South Campus is not located within a sensitive 
paleontological area as mapped by the City. 

Given the previous ground disturbances on both campuses and the fact that they are both 
located outside of sensitive paleontological areas, the potential to uncover previously 
unidentified paleontological resources is considered low.  Impacts would be less than 
significant, and this issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

d. Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? 

    

WHY?  As discussed above, the developed portion of the Hillside Campus has undergone 
extensive ground disturbance due to previous development, and improvements would be 
limited, primarily consisting of renovation and demolition of existing structures and installation 
of PV canopies which would require only shallow ground disturbance.  The potential to uncover 
human remains is, therefore, considered remote. 

The South Campus has also undergone extensive ground disturbance due to previous 
development of the campus and surrounding areas.  However, the Project would require 
excavation to previously undisturbed depths related to the underground parking and tunneling 

                                            

9  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.4 Cultural Resources, Figure 5.4-2, January 2015. 
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associated with the Project.  As such, there is the potential for construction on the South 
Campus to result in impacts to unknown and previously unidentified human remains.  As such, 
the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential impacts related to human 
remains on the South Campus. 

e. Cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape, sacred place, or 
object with cultural value to a California 
Native American Tribe that is listed or 
determined eligible for listing on the 
California register of historical resources, 
listed on a local historical register, or 
otherwise determined by the leady 
agency to be a tribal cultural resource?10 

    

WHY?  Approved by Governor Brown on September 25, 2014, Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) 
establishes a formal consultation process for California Native American Tribes to identify 
potential significant impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in Public Resources Code 
§21074, as part of CEQA.   In compliance with AB 52, the City will notify all applicable tribes 
and the Project will participate in requested consultations.  The EIR prepared for the Project 
will further evaluate the potential for Project implementation to result in impacts to tribal cultural 
resources based on the results of the AB 52 notification/consultation process. 

8. ENERGY.  Would the project: 

a. Conflict with adopted energy conservation 
plans? 

    

WHY?  In order to promote energy conservation, the City of Pasadena has adopted an 
amended California Green Building Standards Code pursuant to Pasadena Municipal Code 
(PMC) Section 14.04.500.  The City has established thresholds to determine if a Project is 
required to comply with the green building standards.  Project improvements on the Hillside 
Campus would involve the renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings, as well 

                                            

10  This checklist question language, based on Office of Planning and Research (OPR) guidance, is being used 
to address Tribal Cultural Resources as required by Assembly Bill 52.  However, the language is still under 
draft form. 
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as the installation of PV cells in campus parking areas.  These improvements would be below 
the thresholds established in the PMC. 

Project improvements on the South Campus would involve construction of new buildings 
totaling 460,000 square feet and up to eight stories tall.  Specifically, the construction of the 
888 South Raymond Buildings, interior improvements to the 950 South Raymond Building, 
construction of the 988 Building, and construction of the 1101 South Arroyo Building would be 
required to meet California Green Building Standards Code Tier 1 Requirements (14.04.500, 
Section 307.1). 

In addition, the Project would comply with the energy standards of the California Energy Code, 
Part 6 of the California Building Standards Code (Title 24).  Measures to meet these 
performance standards may include high-efficiency Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) and hot water storage tank equipment, lighting conservation features, higher than 
required rated insulation, and double-glazed windows. 

Compliance with existing regulations would ensure the Project would not conflict with adopted 
energy plans and that impacts would be less than significant.  Although impacts may be 
potentially less than significant, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate potential 
impacts related to applicable energy conservation plans. 

b. Use non-renewable resources in a 
wasteful and inefficient manner? 

    

WHY?  Construction and operation of both the Hillside and South Campuses would result in 
the use of energy resources, including electricity provided by the Pasadena Department of 
Water and Power (PWP) and natural gas provided by the Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas). 

The Hillside Campus involves only the renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing 
buildings, as well as the installation of PV cells and canopies in campus parking areas.  The 
PV cells may offset the increased electricity demand generated by the expanded buildings; the 
EIR prepared for the Project will quantify estimated energy use on the Hillside Campus. 

The South Campus would involve the construction of multiple new buildings that would include 
student housing and other various academic uses, which would increase the demand 
for energy. 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 40 

 

Also see Response 8.a above.  The Project would comply with applicable energy conservation 
regulations to ensure that the Project’s use of non-renewable resources is not in a wasteful 
and inefficient manner.  Although impacts may be potentially less than significant, the EIR 
prepared for the Project will further address the Project’s use of energy resources. 

9. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project: 

a. Expose people or structures to potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

   

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, 
as delineated on the most recent 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Map issued by the State Geologist for 
the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known active fault 
trace?  Refer to Division of Mines and 
Geology Special Publication 42. 

    

WHY?  Fault rupture is caused by the actual breakage of the ground surface overlying a fault 
as a result of seismic activity.  This can range in offsets from less than one inch to up to  
20 feet, depending on the fault and earthquake magnitude.  Under the Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (Act), the California State Geologist identifies areas in the State 
that are at risk from surface fault rupture.  The main purpose of the Act is to prevent the 
construction of buildings used for human occupancy where traces of active faults are evident 
on the Earth’s surface.  These zones are known as Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones.  
Impacts resulting from fault rupture generally occur within the immediate vicinity overlying the 
fault.  The zones vary in width but average about 0.25 mile across. 

The County of Los Angeles and the City of Pasadena are both affected by Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zones.  Pasadena is in four USGS Quadrants, the Los Angeles and the 
Mt. Wilson quadrants were mapped for earthquake fault zones under the Alquist-Priolo Act in 
1977.  The Pasadena and Condor Peak USGS Quadrangles have not yet been mapped per 
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the Alquist-Priolo Act.  Both the Hillside Campus and South Campus are located in the 
Pasadena USGS Quadrangle.11 

While the Pasadena USGS Quadrangle has not yet been mapped per the Alquist-Priolo Act, 
the known Alquist-Priolo fault zone for the Raymond Fault, as well as the following three 
additional zones of potential fault rupture, were mapped within the City:12 

 Eagle Rock Fault Hazard Management Zone, which traverses the southwestern 
portion of the City; 

 Sierra Madre Fault Hazard Management Zone, which includes the Tujunga Fault, 
the North Sawpit Fault, and South Branch of the San Gabriel Fault.  This fault zone 
is primarily north of the City, and only the northeasternmost portion of the City and 
portions of the Upper Arroyo lie within the mapped fault zone; and 

 Possible Active Strand of the Sierra Madre Fault, which appears to join a 
continuation of the Sycamore Canyon Fault.  This fault area traverses the northern 
portion of the City and is identified as a Fault Hazard Management Zone for Critical 
Facilities Only. 

The Hillside Campus is located near, but not within the Possible Active Strand of the Sierra 
Madre Fault Hazard Management Zone.  However, the South Campus is located within the 
Eagle Rock Fault Hazard Management Zone.  As such, the EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate the potential impacts related to fault rupture on the South Campus. 

ii.  Strong seismic ground shaking?      

WHY?  As with most locations in Southern California, the Project Site is susceptible to ground 
shaking emanating from causative faults during an earthquake.  Seismic activity along the San 
Andreas, Raymond, Eagle Rock, Sierra Madre, Elysian Park Faults, or any other of the 
numerous faults within the Southern California area, could result in strong seismic ground 
shaking that could affect the Project and would be considered during the design of the 
proposed development and improvements under the Project.  Much of the City is on sandy, 
stony or gravelly loam formed on the alluvial fan adjacent to the San Gabriel Mountains.  This 

                                            

11  United States Geological Survey, Pasadena Quadrangle, California-Los Angeles Co., 7.5-Minute Series, 
2012. 

12  Earth Consultants International, Technical Background Report to the 2002 Safety Element, Plate 1-2, 2002. 
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soil is more porous and loosely compacted than bedrock and, thus, subject to greater impacts 
from seismic ground shaking than bedrock. 

The Project would increase the amount of development on both the Hillside Campus and 
South Campus, thereby increasing the number of students and staff on-site exposed to 
potential adverse effects from ground shaking.  Although Project development must comply 
with the most current State and local building codes, which specify structural requirements for 
different types of buildings in a seismically active area, the EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate the potential impacts related to strong seismic ground shaking. 

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction as delineated on 
the most recent Seismic Hazards 
Zones Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of known 
areas of liquefaction? 

    

WHY?  Liquefaction involves a sudden loss in strength of saturated, cohesionless soils that 
are subject to ground vibration and results in temporary transformation of the soil to a fluid 
mass.  If the liquefying layer is near the surface, the effects are much like that of quicksand for 
any structure located on it.  If the layer is deeper in the subsurface, it may provide a sliding 
surface for the material above it.  Liquefaction typically occurs in areas where the soils below 
the water table are composed of poorly consolidated, fine- to medium-grained, primarily sandy 
soil.  In addition to the requisite soil conditions, the ground acceleration and duration of the 
earthquake must also be of a sufficient level to induce liquefaction.  The consequences of 
liquefaction are typically characterized by settlement, uplift on structures, and increases in the 
lateral pressure of buried structures.  If building foundations are not designed properly, the 
effects of severe liquefaction during seismic conditions may result in structural failure, leading 
to substantial structural damage and injury or loss of life. 

The Project Site is not within a Liquefaction Hazard Zone mapped by the State.13  As such, no 
impacts from seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction are anticipated. 

                                            

13 Seismic Hazard Zone Map for the Pasadena 7.5 Minute Quadrangle, Los Angeles County, California, 
Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology, 1999. 
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iv.  Landslides as delineated on the most 
recent Seismic Hazards Zones Map 
issued by the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other substantial 
evidence of known areas of 
landslides?  

    

WHY?  Landslides generally occur in loosely consolidated, wet soil and/or rocks on steep 
sloping terrain.  The Hillside Campus is located in a hilly portion of the City, and parts of the 
campus are mapped by the State as an area potentially susceptible to earthquake-induced 
landslides.14  The South Campus is relatively flat and not located near slopes that could 
become unstable due to seismic activity.  As such, the EIR prepared for the Project will further 
evaluate the potential impacts related to landslides on the Hillside Campus. 

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the 
loss of topsoil? 

    

WHY?  Development of the new buildings, particularly on the South Campus, would require 
grading, excavation, and other construction activities that have the potential to disturb existing 
soils and expose soils to rainfall and wind, thereby potentially resulting in soil erosion. 

The natural water erosion potential of soils in Pasadena is low, unless these soils are disturbed 
during the wet season.  Both the Ramona and Hanford soils, which underlay much of the City, 
have high permeability, low surface runoff and slight erosion hazard due to the gravelly surface 
layer and low topographic relief away from the steeper foothill areas of the San Gabriel 
Mountains.  However, construction activities would occur in accordance with erosion control 
requirements, including grading and dust control measures, imposed by the City pursuant to 
grading permit requirements and the California Building Code.  In addition, in accordance with 
Clean Water Act and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements, 
including preparation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), water erosion 
during construction would be minimized by limiting construction to dry weather, covering 
exposed excavated dirt during periods of rain, and protecting excavated areas from flooding 
with temporary berms.  Site preparation would be conducted in compliance with the City’s 
requirement for Best Management Practices (BMPs) and State and local codes and 
requirements for erosion control, grading, and soil remediation. 

                                            

14  Ibid. 
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Construction may also temporarily expose the soil to wind erosion.  Fugitive dust would be 
controlled in compliance with SCAQMD Rules 403 and 1166.  The following erosion control 
features associated with these SCAQMD Rules would be utilized during grading activities: 

 Covering stockpile with plastic sheeting; 

 Covering loaded soils with secured tarps; and 

 Prohibiting work during periods of high winds. 

Any project in the City that involves more than 250 cubic yards of cut or fill is required to have 
an erosion and sediment transport control plan that would be submitted as part of the 
Applicant’s grading plan which must be approved by the Building Official and the Public Works 
Department prior to the issuance of any building permits. 

Additionally, long-term operation of the Project would not result in substantial soil erosion or 
loss of topsoil, as the majority of the Project Site would be covered by the proposed buildings, 
quads, and parking areas.  Soil erosion after construction would be controlled by 
implementation of an approved landscape and irrigation plan.  This plan is required to be 
submitted to the Zoning Administrator for review and approval prior to the issuance of a 
building permit. 

With the required compliance with SCAQMD rules, NPDES, and the City’s Municipal Code, 
potential impacts associated with soil erosion or loss of topsoil during project construction and 
operation would be less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project. 

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that 
is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

    

WHY?  The City of Pasadena rests primarily on an alluvial plain.  To the north, the San Gabriel 
Mountains are relatively new in geological time.  These mountains run generally east-west with 
the San Andreas Fault on the north and the Sierra Madre Fault to the south.  The action of 
these two faults in conjunction with the north-south compression of the San Andreas tectonic 
plate is pushing up the San Gabriel Mountains.  This uplifting combined with erosion has 
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helped form the alluvial plain.  The majority of the City lies on the flat portion of the alluvial fan, 
which is expected to be stable. 

The majority of the Project Site, particularly the South Campus, is not located on known 
unstable soils or geologic units and, therefore, would not likely be subject to or result in on- or 
off-site landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse.  As indicated above, 
the Project area is not known to be in an area susceptible to landslides or liquefaction.  In 
addition, there are no slopes or free-face earth-retaining walls near the Project Site, 
particularly the South Campus, and, as such, lateral spreading is unlikely.  Furthermore, a 
major cause of ground subsidence is withdrawal of groundwater or oil extraction; however, no 
significant regional subsidence as a result of either groundwater pumping or oil extraction has 
been reported in the Pasadena area.15 

Soil excavation and grading activities associated with the Project would be in compliance with 
the City's Grading Ordinance, the California Building Code relating to grading and excavation, 
and other applicable building regulations and standard construction techniques.  The 
displacement of soil through cut and fill would be controlled by California Building Code 
relating to grading and excavations.  Modern engineering practices and compliance with 
established building standards, including the California Building Code, would ensure the 
Project would not cause any significant impacts from unstable geologic units or soils.  This 
issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the project. 

However, as indicated above in Response 9.a.iv above, the Hillside Campus is located in a 
hilly area with the potential for seismically induced landslides.  Therefore, the EIR prepared for 
the Project will further evaluate the potential impacts related to seismically induced landslides. 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined 
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to 
life or property?  

    

WHY?  Expansive soils are typically associated with fine-grained clayey soils that have the 
potential to shrink and swell with repeated cycles of wetting and drying.  Most of the City is 
underlain by alluvial soils composed primarily of granular soils (silty sand, sand, and gravel).  
Such soils typically have low to moderately low expansion potentials.  Soils with somewhat 
more clay content, and thus somewhat higher expansion potential, may be found in the 
                                            

15  City of Pasadena, Pasadena General Plan Update Initial Study, September 2013. 
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southern part of the City and in the San Rafael Hills south of Colorado Boulevard.16  Expansive 
soils may be present within Pasadena, and development, particularly at the South Campus, 
may be proposed and/or located on expansive soils.  While modern engineering practices and 
compliance with established building standards, including the California Building Code, 
typically reduce impacts associated with expansive soils to a less than significant level, the 
EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential for impacts related expansive 
soils to occur as a result of the Project. 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of onsite wastewater 
treatment systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of wastewater? 

    

WHY?  The Project would connect to the City’s existing sewer system; no septic systems 
and/or other alternative forms of wastewater disposal would be utilized.  Therefore, soil 
suitability for septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems is not applicable to the 
Project, and, as such, no impacts would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the 
EIR for the Project. 

10. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.  Would the project: 

a. Generate greenhouse gas (GHGs) 
emissions, either directly or indirectly, that 
may have a significant impact on the 
environment? 

    

WHY?  Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are called greenhouse gases (GHG) since they 
have effects that are analogous to the way in which a greenhouse retains heat.  GHGs are 
emitted by both natural processes and human activities.  The accumulation of GHGs in the 
atmosphere regulates the earth’s temperature.  The State of California has undertaken 
initiatives designed to address the effects of greenhouse gas emissions, and to establish 
targets and emission reduction strategies for greenhouse gas emissions in California.  
Activities associated with the Project, including construction and operational activities, would 
generate greenhouse gas emissions.  Therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will further 
evaluate the Project’s potential impacts related to GHG emissions. 

                                            

16 Earth Consultants International, Technical Background Report to the 2002 Safety Element of the General 
Plan, City of Pasadena, June 2002. 
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b. Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, 
or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases? 

    

WHY?  The State of California is undertaking initiatives to address the effects of GHG 
emissions and to establish emission reduction strategies.  Construction and operation of the 
Project would have the potential to result in GHG emissions that could result in conflicts with 
plans and policies regulating GHG emissions.  As such, the EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate Project-generated GHG and any applicable emission reduction strategies to 
determine whether the Project conflicts with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHG (e.g., Assembly Bill 32, City of Pasadena 
Green Building Practices Ordinance). 

11.  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project:   

a. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through the routine 
transport, storage, production, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials?  

    

WHY?  The Project’s construction activities would involve the temporary use of potentially 
hazardous materials, including vehicle fuels, transmission fluids, paints, oils, solvents, and 
other acidic or alkaline solutions that would require special handling, transport, and disposal.  
During operation, the Project’s administrative support spaces, classrooms, student housing, 
maintenance areas, and ancillary retail uses would generally store and use property 
maintenance products, such as commercial cleaning solvents, painting supplies, petroleum 
products, and pesticides for landscaping maintenance. 

While the Hillside Campus is in a residential portion of the City, the South Campus is located in 
an area with various commercial and industrial uses that have the potential to use or generate 
hazardous waste.  Therefore, given the potential for hazardous waste sites in the vicinity and 
that the Project would involve the use, handling, and storage of hazardous materials, the EIR 
prepared for the Project will further evaluate the potential impacts associated with the use of 
hazardous materials resulting from the Project. 
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b. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials or waste into the 
environment?  

    

WHY?  See Response 11.a above. 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

    

WHY?  The nearest K–12 school to the Project Site is Blair High School, located approximately 
250 feet southeast of the South Campus, at the southeast corner of East Glenarm Street and 
South Arroyo Parkway.  Although there are other schools in the Project vicinity, only Blair High 
School is located within 0.25 mile of the South Campus; no schools are located within 
0.25 mile of the Hillside Campus.  As described in response to Section 11.a, above, hazards to 
the public or the environment through the routine use, handling, transport, and storage of 
hazardous materials could occur.  Thus, the EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate 
the potential impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials resulting from the Project. 

d. Be located on a site which is included on 
a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it 
create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment?  

    

WHY?  The Project Site may include hazardous materials sites that are listed pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5.  Therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will further 
evaluate the potential impacts associated with Project’s implementation on a possible 
hazardous materials site(s).  A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment will be prepared to 
provide supporting documentation for the EIR. 
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e. For a project located within an airport land 
use plan, or where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the project area?  

    

WHY?  The Project Site is not located within an airport land use plan or within 2 miles of a 
public airport or public use airport.  The nearest public use airport is the Bob Hope Airport in 
Burbank, which is located approximately 10 miles northwest of the Hillside Campus.  The 
Project would not result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the vicinity of an 
airport.  No impacts would occur as a result of the Project. This issue will not be further 
evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area?  

    

WHY?  The Project Site is not within 2 miles of a private airstrip.  Therefore, the Project would 
not result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the vicinity of a private airstrip.  
No impacts would occur as a result of the Project.  This issue will not be further evaluated in 
the EIR prepared for the Project. 

g. Impair implementation of, or physically 
interfere with, an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan?  

    

WHY?  The City maintains a City-wide emergency response plan.  In addition, the Pasadena 
Fire Department (PFD) maintains a City-wide disaster plan.  In case of a disaster, the PFD is 
responsible for implementing the plan, while the Pasadena Police Department (PPD) 
determines evacuation routes based on the specific circumstances of the emergency.  The City 
has pre-planned evacuation routes for the dam inundation areas associated with Devil’s Gate 
Dam, Eaton Wash, and the Jones Reservoir. 

The construction and operation of the Project would not place permanent physical barriers on 
any existing public streets.  Project construction would primarily take place within the 
boundaries of the Project Site, and while road closures during construction are not anticipated, 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 50 

 

temporary lane closures on the public streets adjoining the Project Site may be required.  
During such times, standard safety precautions would be implemented to ensure emergency 
access is maintained.  Furthermore, to ensure compliance with the City’s zoning, building, and 
fire codes, the Applicant would be required to submit appropriate plans for City review prior to 
the issuance of a building permit.  Adherence to these requirements would ensure that the 
Project would not have a significant impact on emergency response and evacuation plans.  As 
a result, less-than-significant impacts would occur as a result of the Project.  This issue will not 
be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

h. Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires, including where 
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas 
or where residences are intermixed with 
wildlands? 

    

WHY?  While the South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area not prone to wildland 
fires, the Hillside Campus is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Zone.17 

Compliance with all applicable City Fire Code requirements related to fire protection in a Very 
High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, as well as other relevant fire safety regulations, would 
minimize wildfire hazards and associated impacts.  Routine landscape maintenance would be 
conducted on the developed portions of the campus to minimize fire hazards.  Furthermore, 
the ArtCenter has a comprehensive emergency preparedness plan, which includes routine fire 
drills and evacuation procedures to be followed in the event of an emergency, such as a fire.18 

Therefore, impacts with respect to wildland fires would be less than significant.  This issue will 
not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

12. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.   Would the project: 

a. Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements? 

    

                                            

17  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.6 Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Figure 5.6-1, January 
2015. 

18  Art Center Campus Safety, “Emergency Preparedness,” http://info.artcenter.edu/campussafety/safety-and-
security/emergency-preparedness/, accessed August 12, 2016. 
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WHY?  Construction of the Project would require earthwork activities, including excavation and 
grading of the Project Site.  During precipitation events, construction activities associated with 
the Project would have the potential to result in minor soil erosion from grading and soil 
stockpiling, subsequent siltation, and conveyance of other pollutants into municipal storm 
drains.  In addition, potential changes in on-site drainage patterns resulting from Project 
implementation and the introduction of new land uses could affect the quality of storm water 
runoff.  Construction projects over one acre would be required to demonstrate compliance with 
the Construction General Permit that is issued by the State Water Resources Control Board.  
Compliance with the Construction General Permit involves preparing and implementing a 
SWPPP that specifies BMPs that the Project would use to avoid or reduce stormwater 
pollution.  In addition, the Project is subject to the City’s Standard Urban Stormwater 
Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) requirements for projects to implement BMPs during Project 
design and Project operation to avoid or minimize pollution of stormwater.  The EIR prepared 
for the Project will further discuss water quality standards and water discharge requirements 
relative to the Project and identify BMPs that would be used by the Project to avoid or reduce 
stormwater pollution. 

b. Substantially deplete groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that there 
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or 
a lowering of the local groundwater table 
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-
existing nearby wells would drop to a 
level which would not support existing 
land uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)?  

    

WHY?  According to the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, the historic high 
groundwater level in the vicinity of the South Campus (i.e., groundwater well approximately 
1,300 feet east of the South Campus) ranged from approximately 8 feet (as measured in 1986) 
to 180 feet (as measured in 1993).  Consequently, construction of the Project’s subterranean 
parking structures has the potential to encounter groundwater.  At Project buildout and during 
Project operation, it is anticipated that the Project would result in a similar amount of on-site 
impermeable areas compared to existing conditions due to the fact that there would be no 
increase in the development footprint on the Hillside Campus and the nature of the South 
Campus as predominately impervious.  Nevertheless, the potential exists for existing 
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percolation of rainwater and irrigation water into the water table to be diminished and, as such, 
the Project could affect groundwater recharge. 

The Project would use the existing water supply system provided by the PWP.  The source of 
some of this water supply is groundwater that is stored in the Raymond Basin.  Thus, the 
Project could indirectly withdraw groundwater from this basin.  Thus, the EIR prepared for the 
Project will further evaluate the direct, as well as indirect, impacts to groundwater resources 
that would occur as a result of the Project. 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, in a manner, which would 
result in substantial erosion or siltation 
on- or off-site?  

    

WHY?  The majority of the Hillside Campus is undeveloped.  However, the Project would 
include only renovations, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings and the installation of 
PV canopies and would not increase the development footprint on campus.  Any change in 
drainage patterns would be slight and the resulting conditions would be similar to existing 
conditions.  Furthermore, there are no perennial streams located within the developed portion 
of the Hillside Campus. 

The majority of the South Campus is developed with buildings, paved areas, and ornamental 
landscaping.  No streams or natural drainages are located near the South Campus.  Any 
change in drainage patterns would be slight and the resulting conditions would be similar to 
existing conditions. 

Nevertheless, because the Project requires grading and excavation, existing drainage patterns 
may be affected by proposed development.  Therefore, the EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate potential impacts related to alteration of drainage patterns. 
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d. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, or substantially increase 
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in flooding 
on- or off-site? 

    

WHY?  See response to Section 12.c, above. 

e. Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

    

WHY?  See Responses 12.a and 12.b above.  

f. Otherwise substantially degrade water 
quality? 

    

WHY?  See Response 12.a above. 

g. Place housing within a 100-year flood 
hazard area as mapped on a federal 
Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or dam inundation 
area as shown in the City of Pasadena 
adopted Safety Element of the General 
Plan or other flood or inundation 
delineation map? 

    

WHY?  According to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) for the City of Pasadena, portions of the City are within a 100-year floodplain; 
however, both the Hillside Campus and South Campus are not located within a 100-year 
floodplain.  As shown on FEMA map number 06037C1275F, most of the City is located in 
Zone X, while a few scattered areas are located in Zone D. Both Zone X and Zone D are 
located outside of the “Special Flood Hazard Areas Subject to Inundation by the 1 percent 
Annual Chance of Flood” (100-year floodplain), and no floodplain management regulations are 
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required.  In addition, the Project Site is not located in a dam inundation area.19  Therefore, no 
impacts related to flooding would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project. 

h. Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures, which would impede or 
redirect flood flows? 

    

WHY?  See Response 12.g above.  Both the Hillside Campus and South Campus are not 
located within a 100-year floodplain identified by FEMA.  Therefore, the Project would not 
place structures within the flow of the 100-year flood, and the Project would have no impacts 
related to flooding. This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

i. Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving flooding, including flooding as a 
result of the failure of a levee or dam? 

    

WHY?  As discussed above, the Project Site and surrounding areas are not located within a 
100-year flood zone.  In addition, the Project is not located in a dam inundation area 
associated with Devil’s Gate Reservoir or Eaton Wash Reservoir.  Therefore, the Project would 
not expose people or structures to flooding risks, including flooding as a result of the failure of 
a levee or dam.  No impacts related to flooding would occur as a result of Project 
implementation.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

j. Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or 
mudflow? 

    

WHY?  A seiche is an oscillation of a body of water in an enclosed or semi-enclosed basin, 
such as a reservoir, harbor, lake, or storage tank.  A tsunami is a great sea wave, commonly 
referred to as a tidal wave, produced by a significant undersea disturbance such as tectonic 
displacement associated with large, shallow earthquakes.  Mudflows result from the downslope 
movement of soil and/or rock under the influence of gravity.  The City of Pasadena is not 
located near any inland bodies of water or the Pacific Ocean so as to be inundated by either a 
seiche or tsunami, and neither the Hillside Campus nor the South Campus would be affected 
by these phenomena. 

                                            

19  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.7 Hydrology and Water Quality, Figure 5.7-4, January 2015. 
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Portions of the Hillside Campus, including the South Building that would be expanded as part 
of the Project, abut slopes that could be susceptible to mudflows during heavy rain events.  
The South Campus would not be susceptible to mudflow due to its relatively flat geography 
and distance from hillside soils. 

Due to the potential for mudflows on the Hillside Campus, the EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate potential impacts related to this issue. 

13.  LAND USE AND PLANNING.  Would the project: 

a. Physically divide an established 
community? 

    

WHY?  The Hillside Campus is in a predominantly low-density residential portion of the City in 
the San Rafael Hills.  Project-related improvements on the Hillside Campus involve the 
renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings, and the installation of PV cells and 
canopies in campus parking areas.  All Project uses would fall entirely within the existing 
Hillside Campus’ developed footprint and would not physically alter surrounding parcels or 
properties. 

The South Campus is located in a highly urbanized area characterized by a mix of land uses.  
The area around the South Campus includes a mix of commercial, institutional and office uses.  
The South Campus parcel east of the Metro Gold Line is located within the Central District 
Specific Plan, which includes Old Pasadena and a number of historic structures and districts 
and the parcels west of the rail line are located in the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan.  The 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan was adopted in 1998 and was prepared to promote new 
development along the Metro Gold Line and to integrate land use and transportation programs 
near the Fillmore Street Station. 

The Project includes the replacement and enhancement of existing academic facilities, 
parking, and circulation, as well as new plans for student housing and other academic facilities 
on the South Campus. 

Therefore, the development of the Project’s various components would not occur in a 
configuration that would physically divide an established community.  No impacts would occur.  
This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 
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b. Conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but 
not limited to the general plan, specific 
plan, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

    

WHY?  The Project is a 15-year Master Plan that includes the replacement and enhancement 
of existing academic facilities, parking, and circulation, as well as new plans for student 
housing and other academic facilities on the South Campus. 

The Hillside Campus is currently designated Institutional under the City’s General Plan.  The 
Project does not propose any change of use on the Hillside Campus, and no corresponding 
changes to the General Plan designation are required.  The majority of the Hillside Campus is 
zoned PS (Public and Semi-Public) with a portion zoned RS-2-HD (Single-Family Residential, 
0 to 2 lots per acre, Hillside Development).  With no change in use, no change to the Hillside 
Campus zoning designations would be required. 

On the South Campus, all parcels are designated Institutional in the City’s General Plan; 
however, the parcels have different zoning designations.  The parcels along South Raymond 
Avenue are located within the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan and zoned PS (Public and 
Semi-Public) and IG-SP-2-HL-56 (Industrial General, South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, Height 
Limit-56 feet).  The zoning of 950 and 988 South Raymond Avenue was changed from 
IG-SP-2-HL-56 to PS as part of the approval of the 2006 ArtCenter South Campus Master 
Plan.  The three remaining parcels, 870 and 888 South Raymond Avenue and 1111 South 
Arroyo Parkway were acquired after the 2006 approval; therefore, the underlying base zoning 
was not changed at that time.  The parcels at 870 and 888 South Raymond Avenue are zoned 
IG-SP-2-HL-56 and 1111 South Arroyo Parkway is zoned CD-6 (Central District Specific Plan, 
Arroyo Corridor/Fair Oaks).  These zoning designations allow colleges and dormitories with a 
CUP, which would be included as part of the Master Plan (a long range CUP). 

The Project includes a Zoning Map Amendment to change the zoning of the three remaining 
parcels, 870 South Raymond Avenue, 888 South Raymond Avenue, and 1111 South Arroyo 
Parkway from IG-SP2-HL-56, IG-SP2-HL-56, and CD-6 to PS, respectively, to accurately 
reflect the existing and proposed land uses. 

The parcels along South Raymond Avenue, located west of the Metro Gold Line, are within the 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, and the parcel located at 1111 South Arroyo Parkway, located 
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east of the Metro Gold Line, is within the Central District Specific Plan.  The Project does not 
include any changes to the Specific Plan boundaries; however, the City recently adopted a 
General Plan Update to the Land Use Element in August 2015, which contemplates changes 
to Specific Plan boundaries to implement the General Plan. 

In addition to planning documents prepared and administered by the City, regional plans 
prepared by SCAG, SCAQMD, and Metro also apply to the Project.  The EIR prepared for the 
Project will further evaluate the Project’s consistency with relevant plans administered by these 
agencies, as well as the compatibility of the Project with surrounding land uses. 

c. Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan (HCP) or natural 
community conservation plan?  

    

WHY?  There are no adopted Habitat Conservation or Natural Community Conservation Plans 
within the City of Pasadena.  There are also no approved local, regional or State habitat 
conservation plans within the City.  As a result, no impacts would occur to any applicable 
habitat conservation plans or natural community conservation plans.  This issue will not be 
further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

14. MINERAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a. Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents of 
the state? 

    

WHY?  No active mining operations exist within the City.  There are two areas in Pasadena 
that may contain mineral resources.  These two areas are Eaton Wash, which was formerly 
mined for sand and gravel, and Arroyo Seco Wash north of Devil’s Gate Reservoir, which was 
formerly mined for cement concrete aggregate.  Neither the Hillside Campus nor the South 
Campus is located near these areas, within an area known to contain mineral deposits, or 
within areas utilized for mineral production.  Implementation of the Project would not result in 
the loss of an available known mineral resource with value to the region.  As such, no mineral 
resource impacts would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project. 
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b. Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land 
use plan? 

    

WHY?  See Response 14.a above.  In addition, no mineral recovery sites within the City were 
identified in the City’s 2004 General Plan Land Use Element or on the 1999 “Aggregate 
Resources in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area” map published by the California Department 
of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology.  As such, no impacts to mineral resources 
would occur as a result of Project implementation.  This issue will not be further evaluated in 
the EIR prepared for the Project. 

15. NOISE.  Would the project result in: 

a. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards 
of other agencies?  

    

WHY?  The Hillside Campus is located in a semi-rural setting with few noise sources beyond 
the noise generated by campus-related activities and traffic on Lida Street.  The South 
Campus is located in an urbanized area within the City of Pasadena.  Major noise sources 
within the immediate vicinity of the South Campus include SR-110/Arroyo Parkway to the east, 
the Metro Gold Line traversing the campus, and roadways adjacent to the campus.  Land uses 
that are considered noise sensitive include residential uses, hotels, hospitals, parks, and 
schools. 

The Project would increase both short-term and long-term noise within the immediate area. 
Construction of the Project would require the use of heavy equipment during grading, 
excavation, hauling, and other construction activities.  Long-term noise sources would mainly 
be generated by increased traffic levels associated with the Project.  The EIR prepared for the 
Project will further analyze both construction and operation noise levels associated with 
Project implementation. 
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b. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

    

WHY?  Construction of the Project would require the use of heavy equipment during grading, 
excavation, hauling, and other construction activities.  The use of concurrent earthmoving 
equipment and machinery could potentially cause groundborne vibration and noise in excess 
of limits established in the General Plan, Noise Ordinance, and applicable standards of other 
agencies.  The EIR prepared for the Project will further assess the potential groundborne 
vibration and noise levels associated with Project implementation. 

c. A substantial permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project? 

    

WHY?  As indicated above, increased traffic levels associated with the Project have the 
potential to increase noise in the Project area above existing ambient levels.  The EIR 
prepared for the Project will further analyze long-term noise levels associated with Project 
implementation. 

d. A substantial temporary or periodic 
increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

    

WHY?  As indicated above, short-term noise levels would increase as a result of Project 
construction, thus raising noise levels above existing ambient levels.  Therefore, the EIR 
prepared for the Project will further analyze short-term noise levels associated with Project 
implementation. 

e. For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 
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WHY?  The Project Site is not located within an area subject to an airport land use plan.  The 
closest airport is the Bob Hope Airport, which is located in the City of Burbank approximately 
10 miles northwest of the Hillside Campus.  Therefore, the Project would not expose people to 
excessive airport-related noise and would have no associated impacts related to airport noise.  
This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

    

WHY?  No private-use airports or airstrips are located in the vicinity of the Project Site.  As 
such, no impacts would occur.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project. 

16. POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the project: 

a. Induce substantial population growth in 
an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension 
of roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

WHY?  While the Project includes new on-campus housing, this use is typically not  
considered residential development for purposes of local or regional growth projections.  At 
Project buildout, the Project would result in 500 additional FTE students and approximately  
1,500 on-campus residents in the proposed student housing buildings.  Many of the students 
who may choose to live on campus may already live in the City of Pasadena.  However, even 
conservatively assuming all of the new students may move from outside the City, this increase 
in population would be within regional growth projections.  While construction of the Project 
would create temporary construction-related jobs, the work requirements of most construction 
projects are highly specialized so that construction workers remain at a job site only for the 
time in which their specific skills are needed to complete a particular phase of the construction 
process.  Accordingly, Project-related construction workers would not be anticipated to 
relocate their household’s place of residence as a consequence of working on the Project, and, 
therefore, no new permanent residents are anticipated as a result of Project construction. 

With regards to operation of the Project, the proposed academic uses would include a limited 
number of full-time and part-time positions.  However, the overall increase of 241 faculty/staff 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 61 

 

members on campus would be within regional growth projections.  As such, it is unlikely that 
the Project would create an indirect demand for additional housing or households in the area.  
Typically, the jobs associated with maintenance and operation of the new facilities would be 
filled to some extent by employees already residing in the vicinity of the Project Site.  However, 
it is also possible that some of these jobs would be filled by persons moving into the 
surrounding area, and housing demand associated with the Project could increase.  
Nevertheless, it is anticipated that some of this demand would be filled by existing vacancies in 
the housing market and some from other new units in nearby developments.  Therefore, given 
that the Project would not directly contribute to population growth in the Project area and as 
some of the employment opportunities generated by the Project would be filled by people 
already residing in the vicinity of the Project Site, the potential growth associated with Project 
employees who may relocate their place of residence would not be substantial.  As such, the 
Project would not result in a notable increase in demand for new housing, and any new 
demand, should it occur, would be minor in the context of forecasted growth for the City of 
Pasadena.  Furthermore, as the Project would be located in a highly developed area with an 
established network of roads and other urban infrastructure, it would not require the extension 
of such infrastructure in a manner that would indirectly induce substantial population growth. 

Based on the above, the Project would not induce substantial population or housing growth.  
Therefore, impacts related to population growth would be less than significant, and no further 
analysis of this topic is required. 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing 
housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

WHY?  Both the Hillside Campus and South Campus are currently occupied by academic 
uses and some office uses (on the South Campus) and do not contain either traditional 
housing or on-campus housing.  Accordingly, no housing would be displaced from the Project 
Site as a result of the implementation of the improvements and new buildings proposed by the 
Project, and no impacts related to displacement would occur as a result of the Project. 
Therefore, this issue will not be evaluated further in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

c. Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 
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WHY?  See Response 16.b above.  No people would be displaced as a result of Project 
implementation, and no impacts related to displacement would occur as a result of the Project.  
This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

17. PUBLIC SERVICES.  Will the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services: 

a. Fire protection?     

WHY?  The Project involves the renovation of existing buildings and construction of a series of 
new buildings that would replace the on-site surface parking areas on the South Campus.  The 
Project would allow the ArtCenter to increase enrollment and provide new on-campus housing 
opportunities, resulting in an increased student population.  Additionally, the Hillside Campus, 
which is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Area,20 involves very limited improvements, 
including the demolition of the Annex Building, the enclosure of the Sinclaire Pavilion, the small 
expansion of the South Building, and the installation of PV canopies at the North and 
South Lots. 

The nearest fire station to the Hillside Campus is Station 38, located at 1150 Linda Vista 
Avenue, approximately 0.3 mile southeast of the campus.  The nearest fire station to the South 
Campus is Station 31, located at 135 South Fair Oaks Avenue, approximately 1 mile north of 
the campus.  According to the City of Pasadena 2015 Annual Report, the PFD responded to 
18,870 calls.  The PFD arrived on the scene within 6 minutes to 85 percent of these calls. 

Project improvements on the Hillside Campus involve renovation, expansion, and demolition of 
existing buildings and the installation of PV canopies over campus parking areas, all of which 
would be contained within the existing developed area of the campus.  The renovated and 
expanded buildings on the Hillside Campus would be used for academic uses and as a 
campus commuter hub.  No student housing is included on the Hillside Campus. 

While the South Campus is currently developed, the Project would result in a substantial 
increase in on-site development, as well as introducing a new resident student population. 
                                            

20  City of Pasadena, General Plan EIR, Chapter 5.6 Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Figure 5.6-1, January 
2015. 
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Overall, the Project would allow the ArtCenter to increase student enrollment from 
approximately 2,000 FTE students to 2,500 FTE students.  As such, the Project would 
increase the population served by the PFD.  The EIR prepared for the Project will further 
evaluate impacts to the PFD as a result of the Project. 

b. Libraries?     

WHY?  The Pasadena Public Library (PPL) provides library services to the City through  
10 facilities, consisting of a central library and nine branches.  As a basic municipal service, 
the mission of the PPL is to be an information center for the Pasadena community in order to 
preserve and encourage an informed citizenry.  The Allendale Branch Library, located at  
1130 South Marengo Avenue, is the library facility located closest to the South Campus, and 
the Linda Vista Branch Library, located at 1281 Bryant Street, is the closest to the Hillside 
Campus.  The Allendale Branch Library has approximately 37,000 items in its collection and 
offers many services and events geared toward children ages 12 through 17, due to its 
location adjacent to Blair Middle and High Schools.  The Linda Vista Branch Library has 
approximately 29,000 items in its collection. 

The City’s Central Library, located approximately 1 mile north of the South Campus, is the 
City’s largest library facility.  Over 345,000 items are held at the Central Library and the  
Central Library is visited by an average of more than 55,000 people each month.  A wide 
variety of services, programs, and collections to meet the community’s information needs are 
available utilizing the latest in electronic technology.  In addition to circulating a wide range of 
books in a variety of formats, an array of programs for adults and children, service to the 
homebound, preschool story hours, and the Summer Reading Program are also available at 
the Central Library. 

The James Lemont Fogg Memorial Library, located on the Hillside Campus, is the ArtCenter’s 
on-campus library.  This facility offers “a comprehensive collection of resources on art and 
design, including more than 100,000 volumes of books and periodicals; subscriptions for more 
than 400 magazines; 13,000 DVDs of feature films, animation, documentaries and more; 
expanding collections of magazines and video games; plus subscriptions to dozens of 
online databases.”21 

                                            

21 James Lemont Fogg Memorial Library, “Library Information,” http://library.artcenter.edu/screens/libinfo.html, 
accessed June 29, 2016. 
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While the increase in student population associated with the Project may result in an 
incremental increase in the demand for library services, it is anticipated that the majority of 
students would use the James Lemont Fogg Memorial Library on campus.  Any increase in 
demand for City library services would be negligible, and impacts would be less than 
significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

c. Parks?     

WHY?  The City operates five community centers and 25 parks ranging in size from large 
citywide parks to pocket/mini parks/gardens to serve the recreational and park needs of the 
City’s residents. 

The Hahamonga Watershed Park is the nearest park to the Hillside Campus, located 
approximately 1 mile to the northeast.  This 300-acre park provides a transition between the 
urban land uses in the City and the neighboring foothills to the north.  Amenities include hiking 
trails, oak woodland, picnic facilities, restrooms, equestrian areas, a multi-purpose playing 
field, and a disc golf course. 

Allendale Park is the nearest park to the South Campus, located approximately 500 feet to the 
southeast.  This 2.9-acre urban park includes a lighted tennis court, baseball field with soccer 
overlay, athletic field, playground equipment, bleachers, and restroom facilities. 

The City collects park impact fees from both new residential and non-residential 
developments.  According to the City’s park impact fee nexus study prepared in 2013, for 
every 1,000 residents the City, as a whole, has 2.73 acres of developed parkland and 
1.89 acres of open space parkland, for a total of 4.62 acres of park and open space per 
1,000 residents. 

As part of the Project, two campus quad areas are proposed.  The North Quad, proposed as 
part of the 888 Building, would provide a diversity of outdoor spaces for social interaction and 
a break from academic life.  Amenities would include study tables, fitness areas, community 
gardens, dining terraces, lounging decks, and table games.  This would provide students an 
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors, which is not provided under existing conditions.  The Main 
Quad, which is proposed as a bridge over the Metro Gold Line, would slope down towards 
South Raymond Avenue with pedestrian paths, planted areas, seating areas, dining areas, 
and assembly areas, which could be used to host movie nights and “Concerts in the Park.” 

While the Project would result in an increased student population on-campus, various outdoor 
recreational amenities are proposed on the South Campus to serve this new student 
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population.  Additionally, the Hillside Campus’ Sinclaire Pavilion will be enclosed as part of the 
Project to increase its utility to students and faculty.  Students would be free to use City park 
facilities, as they are under current conditions; however, with new on-campus facilities, impacts 
to city parks would be less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project. 

d. Police Protection?22     

WHY?  The Project would be served by the Pasadena Police Department (PPD), which has 
established five community service areas across the City.  The PPD is comprised of 
412 employees with 244 sworn-officers and serves a population of 139,731.  Over 100 police 
officers, corporals, and sergeants are assigned to patrol operations with an additional 
30 personnel comprised of neighborhood policing and traffic enforcement officers deployed for 
policing services and available for response to critical events. 

The nearest police station to the Project Site is located at 207 North Garfield Avenue, 
approximately 4.1 miles (9 minutes) from the Hillside Campus and 1.5 miles (4 minutes) from 
the South Campus.  Both campuses are located in the Council District 6 portion of PPD 
Service Area 1.  In 2015, emergency response times averaged between 4 minutes, 
51 seconds to 7 minutes, 2 seconds for 9,932 emergency calls in Service Area 1. 

The Project involves the renovation of existing buildings and the construction of a series of 
new buildings that would replace the on-site surface parking areas on the South Campus.  
While the South Campus is currently developed, the Project would result in a substantial 
increase in on-site development and an increase in the on-campus population.  ArtCenter 
currently provides 24/7 security measures for both the Hillside Campus and South Campus.  
Existing security features include card access, security cameras, security alarms, panic 
buttons, security guards, and an emergency preparedness plan.  These security measures 
would be extended to all proposed buildings and areas included in the Project to the extent 
necessary to maintain the safety and security of both campuses.  Additionally, a guard kiosk 
would be implemented at the entrance to the Hillside campus to help monitor campus visitors. 

In its initial evaluation of the Project, PPD states the Project is not anticipated to produce a 
higher number of calls for service.  However, the PPD noted they would be challenged with 

                                            

22  This discussion is based on written correspondence from Eduardo Calatayud, Commander of the Strategic 
Services Division of the City of Pasadena Police Department to Ha Ly, Associate Planner of the Planning and 
Community Department dated August 12, 2016, regarding the Art Center Master Plan.  
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integrating the new uses into its existing community policing strategy.  PPD further noted the 
subterranean parking areas, residential areas, and business units could potentially be the 
target of additional property crime.  To combat this, PPD recommends surveillance cameras, 
security gates, on-site security, and utilization of lighting to enhance safety.  As discussed 
above, all of these measures are already being implemented by the ArtCenter at both the 
Hillside Campus and the South Campus and would be extended to the new campus 
improvements. 

As such, while the Project would increase the on-campus population, existing and proposed 
campus security measures are consistent with the recommendations of the PPD and would be 
adequate to meet the demand for police protection services.  No new or physically altered 
police facilities would be required as a result of the project and impacts to the PPD would be 
less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for 
the Project.   

e. Schools?     

WHY?  The Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) serves pre-Kindergarten to 12th grade 
students residing within the City of Pasadena, as well as the communities of Altadena, Sierra 
Madre, and adjacent areas of unincorporated Los Angeles County.  PUSD currently operates 
19 elementary schools, five middle schools, four comprehensive high schools, one 
continuation school, and one alternative independent study school.  In October 2015, total 
school district enrollment was 18,124 students.23 

As noted previously, the Project does not include traditional residential development that would 
result in direct generation of PUSD students.  While some current and future ArtCenter 
students may reside within PUSD boundaries and have school-aged children, this number is 
expected to be negligible.  Nonetheless, the City collects a school district construction tax on 
all new construction, including residential and nonresidential development.  As such, impacts 
to PUSD schools would be less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the 
EIR prepared for the Project. 

f. Other public facilities?     

                                            

23  Davis Demographics & Planning, Inc., Pasadena Unified School District Student Population Forecast, Fall 
2015/2016 Report, revised May 3, 2016. 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 67 

 

WHY?  Other public facilities available to the Project include roads, transit, utility systems, 
including water and sewer infrastructure, as well as other general public facilities.  Please refer 
to Section 19, Transportation/Circulation, of this Initial Study for a discussion of traffic and 
transit impacts and to Section 20, Utility Systems, for a discussion of impacts on the City’s 
public utility infrastructure. 

Development of the Project would use the existing road network.  As Project operations would 
not result in unusual levels of on-road activities, Project operation would not result in an undue 
burden with regard to street maintenance.  Furthermore, in a Citywide context, this change in 
the City’s roadway network, as well as the use of existing City streets and other governmental 
services by the Project, would be very limited.  In addition, Project construction and operations 
would generate revenues via various taxing mechanisms that would assist the City in funding 
its ongoing public facility maintenance and operations.  As such impacts to other public 
facilities would be less than significant.   This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project.  

18. RECREATION. 

a. Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional parks 
or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

    

WHY?  See Response 17.c above.  The proposed on-campus facilities would accommodate 
the increased demand for off-site parks and recreation by the Project, and, as such, impacts to 
City parks would be less than significant.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR 
prepared for the Project. 

b. Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities, which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

    

WHY?  See Response 17.c above.  The Project is anticipated to include on-site active and 
passive recreational opportunities, including landscaped open spaces.  These amenities would 
be constructed as part of the Project’s overall design.  Potential impacts associated with the 
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construction of these facilities will be evaluated in their respective sections of the EIR (e.g., air 
quality, noise, etc.). 

19. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.  Would the project: 

a. Conflict with an applicable plan, 
ordinance, or policy establishing 
measures of effectiveness for the 
performance of the circulation system,  
taking into account all modes of 
transportation including mass transit and 
non-motorized travel and relevant 
components of the circulation system, 
including but not limited to intersections, 
streets, highways and freeways, 
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass 
transit? 

    

WHY?  In 2014, the City of Pasadena adopted new Transportation Performance Measures 
pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 743.  The new performance measures consist of:  (1) Vehicle 
Miles Traveled (VMT) per capita; (2) Vehicle Trips (VT) per capita; (3) Proximity and Quality of 
Bicycle Network; (4) Proximity and Quality of Transit Network; and (5) Pedestrian Accessibility.  
The Project has the potential to increase trip generation from campus operations and 
functions.  A detailed transportation impact analysis (TIA) will be conducted to fully evaluate 
the impact of the proposed Project on the transportation system in the Project area.  The EIR 
prepared for the Project will incorporate the results of the TIA in the discussion of 
transportation impacts resulting from the Project. 

b. Conflict with an applicable congestion 
management program, including, but not 
limited to, level of service standards and 
travel demand measures, or other 
standards established by the county 
congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways? 

    

WHY?  The Congestion Management Program (CMP) is a State-mandated program designed 
to address the impacts of local growth on the regional transportation system and of urban 
congestion on local communities and the region as a whole.  Metro is the agency responsible 
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for implementing the CMP for all of Los Angeles County.  The CMP provides an analytical 
basis for the transportation decisions contained in the State Transportation Improvement 
Program.  The CMP for Los Angeles County requires an analysis of any Project that could add 
50 or more trips to any CMP intersection or more than 150 trips to a CMP mainline freeway 
location in either direction during either peak hour. 

The Project may generate vehicles trips that are greater than the CMP thresholds.  The EIR 
prepared for the Project will further analyze the Project’s potential impacts with regard to the 
CMP system. 

c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
including either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

    

WHY?  The Project Site is not located within an airport land use plan or within 2 miles of a 
public airport or public use airport.  Accordingly, the Project would not affect any airport 
facilities and would not cause a change in the directional patterns of aircraft.  Therefore, the 
Project would have no impact to air traffic patterns.  This issue will not be further evaluated in 
the EIR prepared for the Project. 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

WHY?  Development of the Project would result in changes to the circulation system in and 
around the Project Site, including campus parking, access, and the new Mobility Hub on the 
South Campus.  These changes to the circulation system, with regard to the potential to create 
a hazardous condition, will be addressed as part of the Project’s detailed TIA.  The EIR for the 
Project will incorporate the results of the TIA regarding the circulation system in and around 
the Project Site, particularly the South Campus.   

e. Result in inadequate emergency access?     

WHY?  Construction and implementation of the Project could result in temporary impacts to 
the circulation patterns in the Project area.  The Project would be required to comply with all 
building, fire and safety codes, and Project plans are subject to review and approval by the 
City’s Department of Public Works (DPW), Department of Transportation (DOT), and  PFD. 
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Site evacuation plans and procedures, emergency access ingress and egress points, and fire 
lanes would be provided to the satisfaction of the PFD and PPD.  Ingress and egress would 
also comply with all building, fire, and safety codes with final plans subject to review and 
approval by the City’s DPW and DOT, Building Division, and PFD.  No permanent lane 
closures or obstructions that could impede emergency response to or from the Project Site 
from surrounding streets would occur with the Project.  As such, the Project would have a less-
than-significant impact related to emergency access.  This issue will not be further evaluated in 
the EIR prepared for the proposed project. 

f. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, 
or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise 
decrease the performance or safety of 
such facilities? 

    

WHY?  Portions of the South Campus are located within a City of Pasadena designated transit 
oriented district due to the Project Site’s proximity to a variety of transit options, including the 
Metro Gold Line.  The benefits of accommodating alternative transportation modes is also 
recognized by the California Green Building Standards Code, which provides credit for a site 
design that reduces personal automobile use through the implementation of alternative 
transportation programs that encourage the use of public transportation, bicycles, and 
low-emission and fuel-efficient vehicles.  Furthermore, the City’s Mobility Element includes the 
mobility objective to “Encourage Walking, Biking, Transit, and other Alternatives to Motor 
Vehicles.”  The EIR prepared for the Project will further analyze the Project’s consistency with 
the policies, plans, and programs that support the use of alternative transportation as well as 
potential impacts of the Project on alternative transportation. 

20. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would the project: 

a. Exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements of the applicable Regional 
Water Quality Control Board? 

    

WHY?  Individual projects are subject to a Los Angeles County Sanitation District sewer 
connection fee when connected to a sewer line.  The City of Pasadena is within Los Angeles 
County Sanitation District 16.  All sewage from the Project Site would be conveyed to existing 
City sewer lines and facilities.  Wastewater discharge from the Project Site would be regulated 
by applicable standards and requirements that are imposed and enforced by the City’s DPW.  
The Project would result in increased wastewater generation resulting from the proposed 



Initial Study 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Significant 
Unless 

Mitigation is 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
Initial Study September 2016 
 

Page 71 

 

improvements and new buildings, including on-campus housing, which could exceed 
wastewater treatment requirements.  The EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate the 
Project’s impacts related to wastewater treatment. 

b. Require or result in the construction of 
new water or wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, 
the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

WHY?  The City’s DPW maintains the local sewer system.  Flows from the local system are 
currently carried to the trunk sewers operated by the Los Angeles County Sanitation District.  
Both the Hillside Campus and South Campus are served by existing water and wastewater 
infrastructure in adjacent streets. 

The City’s wastewater is currently treated at the Whittier Narrows Reclamation Plant, San Jose 
Creek Water Reclamation Plant, and the Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant.  The design 
capacities of these facilities are based on regional growth forecasts adopted by SCAG 
and all facility expansions must be sized in a manner consistent with SCAG’s regional 
growth forecast. 

As described in Sections 8 and 12 of this Initial Study, the Project would be subject to several 
PMC requirements designed to reduce water consumption.  For example, in conformance with 
the California Green Building Program, the City has adopted an amended California Green 
Building Standards Code (PMC 14.04.500) for all new construction and tenant improvements.  
In conformance with this Ordinance, Project improvements on the South Campus would be 
designed to meet the California Green Building Standards Code Tier 1 Requirements 
(PMC 14.04.504, Section 307.1).  Furthermore, the Project would be subject to the Water 
Waste Prohibitions and Water Supply Shortage Plans Ordinance (PMC 13.10), which imposes 
mandatory water conservation measures during Level 1 (least restrictive) through Level 4 
(most restrictive) water supply shortages; the Water Efficient Landscaping Ordinance 
(PMC 13.22); and Landscaping Ordinance (PMC 17.44); to further reduce water demand and 
any corresponding requirement for new water facilities. 

The Project involves the renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings on the 
Hillside Campus, and the renovation of existing buildings and the construction of a new series 
of buildings that would replace the on-site surface parking areas on the South Campus.  The 
proposed uses would result in a net increase in the generation of wastewater and water 
use within the City of Pasadena.  With the Project’s increase in on-site development, 
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upgraded or new water and wastewater facilities may be required.  The EIR prepared for the 
Project will further evaluate the Project’s potential impacts on existing water and wastewater 
treatment facilities. 

c. Require or result in the construction of 
new stormwater drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

WHY?  The Project involves the renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings on 
the Hillside Campus, and the renovation of existing buildings and the construction of a new 
series of buildings that would replace the on-site surface parking areas on the South Campus.  
Existing storm drain facilities are located in the streets that border the campus, as well as the 
existing surface parking areas that would be removed as part of the development of the South 
Campus proposed by ArtCenter. 

While the majority of the Hillside Campus is undeveloped and consists of pervious surfaces, 
Project improvements would be contained within the existing developed areas of the campus.  
As a result, the increase in impervious surface area is expected to be negligible.  It is 
anticipated that the Project would result in a similar amount of on-site impermeable areas 
compared to existing conditions due to the nature of the South Campus as predominately 
impervious and similar development footprint.  Nevertheless, the potential exists for runoff from 
the Project Site to increase and potentially exceed the capacity of the existing storm drain 
systems operating in the Project vicinity.  The EIR prepared for the Project will further evaluate 
the Project’s potential impacts to existing stormwater drainage facilities. 

d. Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project from existing 
entitlements and resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 

    

WHY?  The Project involves the renovation, expansion, and demolition of existing buildings on 
the Hillside Campus, and the renovation of existing buildings and the construction of a new 
series of buildings that would replace the on-site surface parking areas on the South Campus.  
It is anticipated that the Project’s water consumption would exceed the threshold levels 
established in Sections 10910 to 10912 of the California Water Code, and, as such, a water 
supply assessment (WSA) for the Project is required.  The WSA to be prepared by Pasadena 
Water and Power, the City’s water provider, will determine if there is sufficient water supply to 
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serve the Project during normal, single dry, and multiple dry water years.  The EIR prepared 
for the Project will incorporate the findings of the City’s WSA and further evaluate the Project’s 
water demand and impacts to the City’s water supply. 

e. Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider, which 
serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

WHY?  See Response 20.b above. 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

    

WHY?  The City of Pasadena is responsible for solid waste collection and disposal from all 
residential properties within the City and competes with private haulers for commercial 
collection services.  Solid waste generated in the City is currently disposed of primarily at the 
Scholl Canyon Landfill, which is permitted until 2025.  As of 2011, the most current information 
available from CalRecycle, Scholl Canyon Landfill has approximately 9.9 million cubic yards of 
landfill space available.  The City of Glendale is currently evaluating options to expand the 
landfill’s capacity by as much as 16.5 million cubic yards. 

Based on waste generation rates published on CalRecycle, upon completion of both Phase I 
and Phase II of the Project, the buildout of the proposed development would generate 
approximately 8,324 pounds per day (lbs/day) of solid waste.  The waste generation factors 
utilized do not account for recycling or other waste diversion measures, and, as such, the 
estimated solid waste generated by the Project is likely conservative.  In addition, this estimate 
does not account for the net effect of solid waste generated by existing uses.  The estimated 
solid waste generated by the Project would represent approximately 0.95 percent of the daily 
solid waste disposed of by the City of Pasadena in 2015 (the most recent year for which data 
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are available).24  Furthermore, it represents 0.12 percent of the permitted daily capacity at the 
Scholl Canyon Landfill.25 

Compliance with the City’s recycling requirements would reduce the amount of solid waste 
generated by the Project during both construction and operations.  The Project would 
represent only a small percentage of the daily solid waste generated in the City, the effects of 
the Project’s incremental increase in operational and construction solid waste has the potential 
to exceed existing and projected landfill capacities.  The EIR prepared for the Project will 
further evaluate the Project’s impacts on landfill capacities and identify the Project’s recycling 
and waste diversion measures. 

g. Comply with federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid 
waste? 

    

WHY?  In 1992, the City of Pasadena adopted the “Source Reduction and Recycling Element” 
to comply with the California Integrated Waste Management Act.  This Act requires that 
jurisdictions maintain a 50 percent or better diversion rate for solid waste.  The City 
implements this requirement through Section 8.61 of the Pasadena Municipal Code, which 
establishes the City’s “Solid Waste Collection Franchise System.”  As described in Section 
8.61.175, each franchisee is responsible for meeting the minimum recycling diversion rate of 
50 percent on both a monthly basis and annual basis.  The Project would be required to 
comply with the applicable solid waste franchise’s recycling system and, thus, would meet 
Pasadena’s and California’s solid waste diversion regulations.  In addition, the Project would 
comply with the City’s Construction and Demolition Ordinance (PMC Section 8.62) and design 
requirements for refuse storage areas (PMC Section 17.64.240).  Therefore, the Project would 
not cause any significant impacts from conflicting with statutes or regulations related to 
solid waste. 

                                            

24  The City of Pasadena disposed of approximately 160,577 tons of waste in 2015 at Class III landfills yielding 
an average daily disposal of 440 tons or 668,000 lbs/day.  Source:  CalRecycle, Jurisdictional Disposal by 
Facility, Disposal during 2015 for Pasadena, www.calrecycle.ca.gov/LGCentral/Reports/Viewer.aspx?P=
ReportYear%3d2015%26ReportName%3dReportEDRSJurisDisposalByFacility%26OriginJurisdictionIDs%3d
367, accessed August 8, 2016. 

25  Scholl Canyon Landfill has a maximum permitted daily throughput of 3,400 tons per day.  Source:  
CalRecycle, Facility/Site Summary Details:  Scholl Canyon Landfill (19-AA-0012), www.calrecycle.ca.gov/
SWFacilities/Directory/19-AA-0012/Detail/, accessed August 8, 2016. 
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The applicant may also be required to submit a program to the DPW’s Solid Waste Division for 
recycling solid waste.  This program would be approved by the Solid Waste Division prior to 
the issuance of any building permits.  The program must contain provisions regarding the 
recycling of office paper, corrugated cardboard, mixed glass, and green waste. 

In accordance with the City’s Construction and Demolition Ordinance (Chapter 8.62 of  
the Pasadena Municipal Code), the applicant must also submit a Construction Waste 
Management Plan. 

Compliance with the aforementioned regulations would reduce Project impacts to a less- 
than-significant level.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the EIR prepared for the 
proposed Project. 

21.  EARLIER ANALYSIS 

Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other 
CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative 
declaration.  See CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(c)(3)(D). 

Earlier Analysis Used:  (Identify and state where they are available for review.)  No 
program EIR, tiering, or other process was used as part of the analysis of the Project’s 
environmental effects. 

22. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. 

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a 
plant or animal community, reduce the number 
or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples 
of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

    

WHY?  As indicated by the analysis above, the Hillside Campus is located in a predominantly 
low-density residential setting in the San Rafael Hills.  The City’s General Plan EIR identifies 
this portion of the City as a sensitive area designated for development.  As such, the Project 
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could potentially degrade the quality of the environment.  This issue will be addressed within 
each of the individual environmental analyses (e.g., air quality, biological resources, noise, 
traffic, etc.) included in the EIR prepared for the Project. 

b. Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable (“Cumulatively considerable” 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

    

WHY?  When considering the Project in combination with other past, present and reasonably 
foreseeable future projects in the vicinity of the Project Site, the Project has the potential to 
cause impacts that may be cumulatively considerable.  Since the Project has the potential to 
contribute to cumulative impacts, an evaluation of cumulative impacts will be conducted for 
each of the issues included in the EIR. 

c. Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

    

WHY?  As noted above, implementation of the Project has the potential to result in adverse 
impacts on human beings for those issues to be further evaluated in the EIR.  Given the 
potential for the Project to result in such impacts, an evaluation of these issues will be 
addressed within each of the individual environmental analyses (e.g., air quality, noise, traffic, 
etc.) included in the EIR prepared for the Project. 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION—ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
AND SCOPING MEETINGS

TO: Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties 

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report in Compliance with Title 14, 
Section 15082(a) of the California Code of Regulations 

The City of Pasadena is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in the 
preparation of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project identified below.  

AGENCIES: The City requests your agency’s views on the scope and content of the environmental 
information relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project, in 
accordance with California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15082(b).  

ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERESTED PARTIES: The City requests your comments and concerns 
regarding the environmental issues associated with construction and operation of the proposed project.  

PROJECT TITLE: ArtCenter Master Plan 

PROJECT LOCATION: The Project Site consists of ArtCenter College 
of Design’s (ArtCenter) Hillside and South campuses, both of which are 
located in the City of Pasadena, within the County of Los Angeles.  The 
Hillside Campus is located at 1700 Lida Street in the San Rafael Hills, 
a hilly area between State Route 2 (SR-2) and Interstate 210 (I-210) in 
the northwestern portion of the City.  The South Campus is located at 
950 S. Raymond Avenue, near the terminus of State Route 110 (SR-
110).  The South Campus sits between S. Raymond Avenue and S. 
Arroyo Parkway, just north of E. Glenarm Street.  The two campuses 
are approximately 5 miles apart and are connected via a shuttle 
system.  Regional access to the Hillside Campus is provided by I-210
located 1.5 miles to the east of the campus and regional access to the 
South Campus is provided by SR-110 immediately across E. Glenarm 
Street to the southeast. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: ArtCenter was first established in Los 
Angeles in 1930 and moved to its current Hillside Campus in 1976.  In 
2004, ArtCenter established a second campus, referred to as the South 
Campus.  As the South Campus has grown and operations have 
shifted to this campus over time, the Hillside Campus and the South 
Campus have become increasingly connected.  As a result, the 
ArtCenter has submitted one Master Plan application for a new 15-year 
Master Plan (the Project) that encompasses development on and 
comprehensively identifies a vision for both the Hillside Campus and 
the South Campus.  The Project would be implemented in two phases, 
with Phase I occurring between 2017 and 2022 and Phase II occurring between 2022 and 2032.  It is 
anticipated that upon completion of the Project, total enrollment within ArtCenter would increase from its 
current enrollment of approximately 2,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) students to a maximum of 2,500 FTE 
students and increase faculty/staff from 753 faculty/staff members to approximately 994 faculty/staff 
members between the two campuses. 

The majority of the work proposed as part of the Project would occur on the South Campus.  Specifically, 
within the South Campus, the Project would include renovations to existing buildings, demolition of existing 
buildings and surface parking, construction of new buildings for student housing, development of outdoor 
quad areas, and construction of a campus �ycleway and mobility hub.  The Master Plan for the South 
Campus would incorporate three newly acquired parcels into the Master Plan Boundary, construction of new 
buildings, and renovation of existing buildings.  Phase I work on the South Campus would focus on 950 S. 
Raymond Avenue, 988 S. Raymond Avenue, and 1111 S. Arroyo Parkway, and includes renovations to the 
existing building at 950 S. Raymond Avenue.  The existing surface parking on 988 S. Raymond Avenue 
would be demolished, and a new 8-story building to include student housing and other campus uses would 
be constructed.  The existing building on 1111 S. Arroyo Parkway would be renovated, and a new 8-story 
building would replace existing surface parking.  The new building would include student housing and other 
campus uses.  Phase I also includes construction of a large main quad area bridging the Metro Gold Line 
and a subterranean tunnel under the Metro Gold Line connecting parking areas. A new mobility hub is 
included in Phase I, which would include a pick-up/drop-off area, bike parking, and a car sharing fleet. 

Phase II work on the South Campus would take place on 870 and 888 S. Raymond Avenue.  The existing 
surface parking and building at 888 South Raymond Avenue, as well as the surface parking at 870 S. 
Raymond Avenue, would be demolished and replaced with 4 new 8-story buildings that would include 



student housing and other campus uses, constructed over a common podium, which would include a quad 
area and subterranean parking.

Both Phases I and II include construction of portions of a �ycleway throughout the South Campus.  The 
proposed �ycleway would serve as a campus circulation spine for pedestrians, cyclists, electric carts, and 
others, and would link all school buildings along S. Raymond Avenue. 

On the South Campus, the parcels located west of the Metro Gold Line are located within the South Fair 
Oaks Specific Plan.  The parcels, 950 and 988 S. Raymond Avenue are zoned PS (Public, Semi-Public) and 
the parcels, 870 and 888 S. Raymond are zoned IG-SP-2-HL-56 (Industrial General, South Fair Oaks 
Specific Plan, Height Limit - 56 feet).  A Zoning Map Amendment is proposed to change the zoning of 870 
and 888 S. Raymond from IG-SP-2-HL-56  to PS.  The parcel located at 1111. S. Arroyo Parkway is located 
within the Central District Specific Plan and zoned CD-6 (Central District Specific Plan, Arroyo Corridor/Fair 
Oaks). A Zoning Map Amendment is proposed to change the zoning from CD-6 to Public, Semi-Public (PS).
The above land use designations allow colleges and dormitories with a Conditional Use Permit, which a
Master Plan is a long-range CUP.   

Improvements within the Hillside Campus would include renovations and additions to existing buildings, 
additional parking, installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar cells, and modifications to campus access.  The 
Hillside Campus is currently designated Institutional under the City’s General Plan and is mostly zoned PS 
(Public, Semi-Public) with a portion zoned RS2-HD (Single-Family Residential, 0-2 lots per acre, Hillside 
Development).  No General Plan or zoning amendments are required or proposed for the Hillside Campus. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:  An EIR will be prepared to evaluate the Project’s potential 
impacts on the environment and analyze alternatives. The topics anticipated to be discussed in the EIR 
include Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biology, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Energy, Greenhouse Gases, 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Public 
Services (Fire), Transportation/Traffic, Utilities and Service Systems (Water, Wastewater, and Energy). 

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: The Notice of Preparation (NOP) and Initial Study will be available for public 
review and comment pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15082(b), beginning on 
September 2, 2016 and ending on October 3, 2016. 

RESPONSES AND COMMENTS:  Please indicate a contact person for your agency or organization and 
send your responses and comments to: Ha Ly, Planner; Phone: (626) 744-6743; Fax: (626) 396-7663; E-
mail: haly@cityofpasadena.net; Mailing Address: City of Pasadena, Planning ��������	
���������
�
Department, 175 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101; Website: www.cityofpasadena.net/
PlanningandDevelopment/. The Draft Initial Study can be viewed on the City of Pasadena website at the 
following address (URL): http://cityofpasadena.net/Planning/Environmental_Notices/ 

SCOPING MEETINGS: A scoping meeting will be held with the Planning Commission to receive comments 
on the above proposed ArtCenter Master Plan Initial Study and contents of the proposed EIR.  A second 
scoping meeting will also be held.  You are welcome to attend either scoping meeting and present 
environmental information that you believe should be addressed in the EIR. The two scoping meetings are 
scheduled as follows:

Scoping Meeting #1  
Date:   September 20, 2016 
Time:   6:30 p.m. 
Place: City Hall 

Scoping Meeting #2�(Planning Commission) 
Date: September 28, 2016 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: City Hall 

Council Chambers, Room S249 Council Chambers, Room S249 
100 North Garfield Avenue 100 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101  Pasadena, CA 91101 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY:  The NOP and Initial Study are available during regular business hours at 
the City of Pasadena, Planning �� ������	
�� �������
� Department, 175 N. Garfield Avenue, 
Pasadena, CA, 91101 between the hours of 8:00 A.M. through 5:00 P.M. Monday through Thursday, and 
between 8:00 A.M. through 12:00 P.M. on Friday, and at the Pasadena Central Library, 285 E. Walnut 
Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101.

If you require additional information please contact Ha Ly at (626) 744-6743 or submit questions and 
comments by email at haly@cityofpasadena.net. 
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 South Coast  
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 

(909) 396-2000  www.aqmd.gov 

 

 

 

September 15, 2016 

 

 

haly@cityofpasadena.net  

Ha Ly, Planner 

City of Pasadena 

Planning & Community Development Department 

175 N. Garfield Avenue 

Long Beach, CA 91101 

 

Notice of Preparation of a CEQA Document for the  

ArtCenter Master Plan Project 
 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-

mentioned document.  The SCAQMD staff’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential air quality 

impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the Draft EIR.  Please send the SCAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR 

upon its completion.  Note that copies of the Draft EIR that are submitted to the State Clearinghouse are not forwarded to the 

SCAQMD.  Please forward a copy of the Draft EIR directly to SCAQMD at the address in our letterhead.  In addition, please 

send with the Draft EIR all appendices or technical documents related to the air quality and greenhouse gas analyses 

and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health risk assessment files.  These include original emission 

calculation spreadsheets and modeling files (not Adobe PDF files).  Without all files and supporting air quality 

documentation, the SCAQMD will be unable to complete its review of the air quality analysis in a timely manner.  Any 

delays in providing all supporting air quality documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of 

the comment period. 
 

Air Quality Analysis 

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist other public 

agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses.  The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency use this Handbook as 

guidance when preparing its air quality analysis.  Copies of the Handbook are available from the SCAQMD’s Subscription 

Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720.  More recent guidance developed since this Handbook was published is also 

available on SCAQMD’s website here: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-

quality-handbook-(1993).  SCAQMD staff also recommends that the Lead Agency use the CalEEMod land use emissions 

software.  This software has recently been updated to incorporate up-to-date state and locally approved emission factors and 

methodologies for estimating pollutant emissions from typical land use development.  CalEEMod is the only software model 

maintained by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) and replaces the now outdated URBEMIS. 

This model is available free of charge at: www.caleemod.com. 

 

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the project and 

all air pollutant sources related to the project.  Air quality impacts from both construction (including demolition, if any) and 

operations should be calculated.  Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to, emissions 

from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatings, off-road mobile 

sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources (e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material 

transport trips).  Operation-related air quality impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources 

(e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and 

entrained dust).  Air quality impacts from indirect sources, that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips should be 

included in the analysis. 

 

The SCAQMD has also developed both regional and localized significance thresholds.  The SCAQMD staff requests that the 

lead agency quantify criteria pollutant emissions and compare the results to the recommended regional significance thresholds 

found here: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/scaqmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf.  In 

addition to analyzing regional air quality impacts, the SCAQMD staff recommends calculating localized air quality impacts and 

comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs).  LSTs can be used in addition to the recommended regional 

significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts when preparing a Draft EIR document.  Therefore, when 

preparing the air quality analysis for the proposed project, it is recommended that the lead agency perform a localized analysis 

by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or performing dispersion modeling as necessary.  Guidance for 

mailto:haly@cityofpasadena.net
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbook-(1993)
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbook-(1993)
http://www.caleemod.com/
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/scaqmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf


Ha Ly -2- September 15, 2016 

performing a localized air quality analysis can be found at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-

handbook/localized-significance-thresholds.  

 

In the event that the proposed project generates or attracts vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, it is 

recommended that the lead agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment.  Guidance for performing a mobile source 

health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel Idling 

Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can be found at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-

handbook/mobile-source-toxics-analysis.  An analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the use of equipment 

potentially generating such air pollutants should also be included. 

 

In addition, guidance on siting incompatible land uses (such as placing homes near freeways) can be found in the California Air 

Resources Board’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Perspective, which can be found at the following 

internet address: http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf.  CARB’s Land Use Handbook is a general reference guide for 

evaluating and reducing air pollution impacts associated with new projects that go through the land use decision-making 

process.   

 

Finally, should the proposed project include equipment that generates or controls air contaminants, a permit may be required 

and the SCAQMD should be listed as a responsible agency and consulted. The assumptions in the submitted Draft EIR would 

also be the basis for permit conditions and limits.  Permit questions can be directed to the SCAQMD Permit Services staff at 

(909) 396-3385, who can provide further assistance. 

 

Mitigation Measures 

In the event that the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible mitigation 

measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation to minimize or eliminate 

these impacts.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be 

discussed.  Mitigation Measure resources are available on the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook website:  

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook 

 

Data Sources 

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public Information Center at 

(909) 396-2039.  Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is also available via the SCAQMD’s 

webpage (http://www.aqmd.gov). 

 

The SCAQMD staff is available to work with the lead agency to ensure that project emissions are accurately evaluated and 

mitigated where feasible.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist by 

e-mail at gmize@aqmd.gov or by phone at (909) 396-3302. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  Jillian Wong  
Jillian Wong, Ph.D. 

Planning and Rules Manager 

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources 

 

JW:GM 

 
LAC160913-01 

Control Number 
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http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook
http://www.aqmd.gov/
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COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS 
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601-1400 
Mailing Address : P.O . Box 4998 , Whittier, CA 90607-4998 
Telephone: (562) 699-7411, FAX : (562) 699-5422 
www.lacsd .org 

Ms. Ha Ly, Planner 
Planning and Community 
Development Depmiment 
City of Pasadena 
175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 911 01-1 704 

Dear Ms . Ly: 

GRACE ROBINSON HYDE 
Chief Engineer and General Man ager 

October 3, 20 16 

Ref. Doc. No.: 3863807 

Response to the NOP for the ArtCenter Master Plan 

The County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Districts) received a Notice of 
Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (NOP) for the subject project on September 2, 2016. 
The proposed project is located within the jurisdictional boundaries of District No. 16. We offer the 
following comments regarding sewerage service: 

I. The wastewater flow originating from the proposed project will discharge to a local sewer line, 
which is not maintained by the Districts, for conveyance to the Districts' Arroyo Seco Trunk 
Sewer Section 4, located in Garfield Avenue at the Pasadena Freeway. The Districts' 21-inch 
diameter trunk sewer has a capacity of 13.4 million gallons per day (mgd) and conveyed a peak 
flow of2 mgd when last measured in 2015 . 

2. The wastewater generated by the proposed project will be treated at the Whittier Narrows Water 
Reclamation Plant (WRP) located near the City of South El Monte, which has a capacity of 
15 mgd and currently processes an average flow of 7.3 mgd, or at the Los Coyotes WRP located 
in the City of Cerritos, which has a capacity of37.5 mgd and currently processes an average flow 
of20.5 mgd. 

3. The expected increase in average wastewater flow from the proposed project, described in the 
document as an increase of 500 full-time students, is 10,000 gallons per day. For a copy of the 
Districts ' average wastewater generation factors , go to www.lacsd.org, Wastewater & Sewer 
Systems, click on Will Serve Program, and click on the Table 1, Loadings for Each Class of Land 
Use link. 

4. The Districts are empowered by the California Health and Safety Code to charge a fee for the 
privilege of connecting (directly or indirectly) to the Districts' Sewerage System or for increasing 
the strength or quantity of wastewater discharged from connected facilities. This connection fee is 
a capital facilities fee that is imposed in an amount sufficient to construct an incremental expansion 
of the Sewerage System to accommodate the proposed project. Payment of a connection fee will 
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be required before a permit to connect to the sewer is issued. For more information and a copy of 
the Connection Fee Information Sheet, go to www.lacsd .org, Wastewater & Sewer Systems, click 
on Will Serve Program, and search for the appropriate link. In determining the impact to the 
Sewerage System and applicable connection fees , the Districts' Chief Engineer will determine the 
user category (e.g. Condominium, Single Family home, etc.) that best represents the actual or 
anticipated use of the parcel or facilities on the parcel. For more specific information regarding the 
connection fee application procedure and fees , please contact the Connection Fee Counter at 
(562) 908-4288, extension 2727. 

5. In order for the Districts to conform to the requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA), the 
capacities of the Districts' wastewater treatment facilities are based on the regional growth forecast 
adopted by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG). Specific policies 
included in the development of the SCAG regional growth forecast are incorporated into clean air 
plans, which are prepared by the South Coast and Antelope Valley Air Quality Management 
Districts in order to improve air quality in the South Coast and Mojave Dese11 Air Basins as 
mandated by the CAA. All expansions of Districts' facilities must be sized and service phased in a 
manner that will be consistent with the SCAG regional growth forecast for the counties of Los 
Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside, Ventura, and Imperial. The available capacity of the 
Districts ' treatment facilities will, therefore, be limited to levels associated with the approved 
growth identified by SCAG. As such, this letter does not constitute a guarantee of wastewater 
service, but is to advise you that the Districts intend to provide this service up to the levels that are 
legally permitted and to inform you of the currently existing capacity and any proposed expansion 
of the Districts ' facilities. 

If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (562) 908-4288, extension 2717. 

AR:ar 

cc: M. Sullivan 
M. Tatalovich 
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Very truly yours, 

v4h~ 
Adriana Raza 
Customer Service Specialist 
Facilities Planning Depa11ment 



























































Ly. Ha 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ms. Ha Ly, Planner 
City of Pasadena 

NRCHOMSKY@aol.com 
Tuesday, October 04, 2016 3:15 PM 
Ly, Ha 
Art Center Master Plan EIR Scoping Comments 

Linda Vista-Annandale Association 

Re: Art Center College of Design -- Master Plan LVAA EIR Scoping Comments 

Ms. Ly: 

Thank you for permitting the Linda Vista-Annandale Association (LVAA) time, considering illness and the Jewish 
holiday, to submit Art Center EIR Scoping Comments. LVAA has the following comments. 

Hillside Campus Solar Panels Proposal. This topic has been raised by LVAA to staff previously. We continue to be 
concerned about covering the main parking areas on the Hillside campus with solar panels. We suggest that 2 related 
solar panels topics be studied in the EIR. 

First, will Linda Vista, i.e. Pasadena, homes in the hillsides see the solar panels installations? We suggest stUdies and 
analyses of the Pasadena sight lines, considering that what is visible to what residential properties in the Linda Vista 
hillsides is often unpredictable and surprising. Second, assuming that the solar panel installations will be visible to some 
number of Linda Vista homes, we suggest that the EIR study and analyze all such visual impacts. 

Traffic and Transportation. For years, the Linda Vista-Annandale neighborhood was regularly and significantly impacted 
by Art Center automobile traffic. Students, primarily, but also staff, "raced" up, down and through the neighborhood, 
primarily on Lida, Linda Vista Ave. and adjacent streets. Impacts centered on traffic volume and speed. After the South 
Campus was activated, these impacts continued to get worse as traffic between the two campuses intensified. 

Over the years in question, LV AA worked with the Art Center to find solutions to the traffic impact problems, and even 
developed a traffic calming installation plan for Lida which has not been implemented. One solution that LVAA advocated 
for very strongly was the adoption of the current shuttle system that encourages parking at the South Campus and directs 
travel up to the Hillside campus and between the two campuses away from automobiles and to the shuttles instead. The 
other solution to our traffic problems was instituted by the Art Center itself: the transfer of a significant amount of its 
academic and other programs off the Hillside Campus to the South Campus. 

As a result of these two solutions, Art Center traffic impacts on the Linda Vista-Annandale Association neighborhood have 
been significantly reduced. We very much appreciate this reduction, and we want to see the current traffic situation 
continued and improved. 

The EIR should study and analyze continuation of both traffic mitigation solutions, i.e. continuing and possibly expanding 
the shuttle system, and, maximizing locating academic and other Art Center programs off or from the Hillside Campus to 
the South Campus. 

In connection with the shuttles, LVAA suggests study of an improvement to the system: substituting 100% "clean", i.e. 
non-polluting, vehicles, such as electric ones, for gaSOline powered shuttles. This improvement to the program would help 
with neighborhood pollution and reduce Greenhouse Gases, and, also reduce noise impacts of the shuttles. 

Thank you for consideration of LV AA's Scoping Comments. 

Sincerely, 

Nina Chomsky, LV AA President 
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