
DATE: DECEMBER 15, 1003 

TO: CITY COUNCU.JPASADENA. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

FROM; CYNTHIA j. KURTZP CSTY MANAGER! CEO 

SUBJECT: APPROVE THE DESIGN DEVElOPMENT PLANS FOR THE 
PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MiD~ TOWN DISTRICT DESIGN PROJECT 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council/Community Development Commission (PCDC): 

t. Find the project Categorically Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per 
Sections ! 530 Lb. and c; 15304(b) and; i 5331 and; 

2. Approve the attached Design Development Elements for the Pasadena Civic Center/Mid~ Town 
District Design Project as outlined in the Executive Summary document (Attachment No. 1). 

The City Center Implementation Task Force (the ''Task Force") recommended that the City Councii/PCDC 
approve the Design Development Plan document; the Arts Commission recommended approval of the Public 
Arts Programming component of the Plan; Urban Forestry Advisory Committee approved the choke of 
replacement tree for Holly Street; The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the 
Plan; the Historic Preservation Commission did not have a quorum vote to make a formal recommendation; 
the Design Commission recommended approval of the Plan with inclusion of specific advisory comments; and 
Pasadena Sister Cities Committee supports the recommendations identified in the Design Development plans. 
A summary of Advisory Body comments and recommendations and Staff responses Is found in Attachment 
No.2. 

BACKGROUND: The Task Force initiated the Civic Center/Mid-Town Design and Public 
Improvements Project in 1999. In April 2001, City Coundi/PCDC approved the Civic Center/Mid-Town 
Refined Concept Plan, a set of recommendations for public space streetscapes, and transportation and 
parking amenities within the historic Civic Center/Mid-Town District. tn Summer, 200 I, the Design 
Commission approved a number of accelerated design elements, including pedestrian-scaled street 
lighting, trees, tree grates and paint colors in order to facilitate the development of the Paseo Colorado 
project. Further development of design plans commenc:::ed, and, following extensive input and discussion, 
the Task Force prepared a final recommendation on the plan elements in july 2003, which was submitted 
for review and recommendation to various City Advisory bodies, A detailed description of the planning, 
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and review process associated with this project can be found in Attachment No. 3., and a overview of 
Task Force Activities from 1998-2003 is described in Attachment No.4. 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Design Development plans for the Civic Center evolved with a targeted focus on refinements to 
concept plans for public improvements along Colorado Boulevard (Los Robles Avenue to Arroyo 
Parkway), Garfield Avenue (from Colorado to Walnut), Centennial Square, and Holly Street (between 
Garfield and Marengo). The following plan elements were designed to enhance the public space and 
respect the grandeur of City Hall, while allowing for flexibility of uses within the space. 

• Street and Sidewalk Paving: Street paving improvements for Holly Street and Garfield Avenue to 
include the following elements: integral color concrete with exposed aggregate finish, in a warm 
beige color for glare reduction; the traffic circle area is designed with a granite center and 
brick/concrete bands; Sidewalk improvements include: rehabilitation of the historic brick sidewalks 
adjacent to City Hall; new brick sidewalks and crosswalks on Holly Street and Garfield Avenue and 
at major intersections from Walnut south to Green Street; 

• Site Amenities and Gateway Elements: New street furniture for the district includes tree grates, 
benches, trash receptacles, and bicycle racks in a dark bronze finish, compatible with the furniture 
palettes of Old Pasadena! Playhouse Districts; retractable bollards to be set in the street bed to 
promote auto/pedestrian safety; and a new Gateway element with wrought-iron fencing and 
concrete columns/posts on Holly Street at Marengo Avenue. 

• Lighting Elements: New pedestrian-scaled street lighting to match the existing historic lighting in 
the District; five-headed pedestrian light fixtures within Centennial Square and at major 
intersections; continuation of the double-headed pedestrian lights on Colorado Boulevard to match 
Old Pasadena/Playhouse Districts; uplighting for buildings, gateway elements and trees; and tall mast 
lights to illuminate City Hall and the street. 

• Landscape Elements: Replacement of existing Carob Trees on Holly Street with London Plane 
Trees (Platanus Aceri(Oiia) due to the Carob trees declining health; Addition of new trees, shrubs 
and ground cover within the District; and addition of a 30-foot wide, turf median along the length of 
Holly Street between Marengo and Garfield Avenues. 

• Sister Cities Gardens: Expansion of the Sister Cities gardens to both sides of Holly Street; 
designated individual areas for each "Sister City", to include additional trees, benches, recognition 
"Plaques"; new tree-lined walkway; with shrubs and ground cover. 

• Signage and Graphics: New Civic Center district icon markers, Sister Cities' plaques, Historic 
Building Plaques and Traffic circle signs. 

• Public Art: The Public Art program will include a "balance piece" of art similar in size and scale to 
the Robinson Brot;hers art element located on the opposite side of Holly Street; use of temporary 
and permanent public art installations along Holly Street and elsewhere within the District; and the 
rehabilitation of "Pasadena Way" art work adjacent to Pasadena Police Building. 

• Centennial Square Water Element: Designed as a grand reflecting pool; 80 feet in diameter with a 
black granite base; with a flat fountain feature, designed to incorporate timed, programmable water 
jets with classical forms and heights. The water feature is designed to provide a focal point in the 
vista from Holly Street to City Hall while respecting the grandeur and view of historic City Hall, and 
contribute to the animation and cooling of the space, while providing maximum flexibility of use 
within Centennial Square when not in operation. 

The Design Development Executive Summary (Attachment No. I) provides an in-depth description and 
illustrative, color graphic representations of each recommended design element identified above. 
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Review And Approval Process: 

Design development plans for the Civic Center/Mid-Town project were submitted to the Task Force for 
review and recommendation over a series of meetings in 2002-2003, which included two public 
workshop, and a special Task Force workshop, held in February 2003, to review a "mock up" of the full 
driveway and water feature dimensions of Centennial Square from the City Hall tower. 

The Task Force thoroughly reviewed and voted on each element of the design development plan 
presented by the Consultant team. Although the vote was not unanimous for all design elements 
identified in the plan, including a dose vote on the proposed water feature element, on July 22, 2003, the 
Task Force unanimously endorsed the overall design development package and recommended it be 
forwarded to the City Councii/PCDC for approval. Following preparation of the final draft, the Task 
Force recommendation was presented to the Arts Commission, the Urban Forestry Advisory 
Committee, Design and Historic Preservation Commissions, Community Development Committee and 
the Pasadena Sister Cities Committee for advisory review and comment. 

Environmental Determination: 

The project has been determined to be Categorically Exempt from the prov1s1ons of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections 1530 l.b.c. Existing Facilities, streets and 
sidewalks; 15304(b)- Minor alterations to Land Use- New Landscaping; and; 15331- Historic Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation - historic sidewalks. 

MTA Grant for Civic Center Improvements: 

In July 200 I, the City was awarded a $2.83 million grant from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) through the Federal TEA-21 program for "Pedestrian Improvements" in the Civic Center/Mid
Town District, scheduled for disbursement beginning in FY2005. The PCDC allocated a $1 million in 
match money for a total of $3.83 million of available funding for initial project implementation. 

Timetable for Implementation/Phasing: 

Following approval of the Design Development Plans by the City Council, the construction documents 
phase of the project will be initiated in conjunction with the MT A grant. This funding will allow the City 
to undertake Phases 1-3 of the project, which includes Colorado Boulevard, and targeted improvements 
for Garfield Avenue and Holly Street. Improvements identified in the immediate vicinity of City Hall will 
be deferred to coincide with the completion of the City Hall seismic retrofit project. All remaining 
construction phases of the project will be undertaken once additional funding has been secured. The 
scope of work for all project phases is outlined in Attachment No. 5. A Summary of Operations and 
Maintenance Cost estimates for the project are detailed in Attachment No. 6. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Overall development costs associated with the Project are estimated at approximately $1 1.3 million 
(Attachment No. !J, which is in line with 200 I cost estimates identified in the approved Refined Concept 
Plan document. Private developments including Paseo Colorado (completed in 200 1), and the Western 
Asset Plaza project (under construction) have contributed to the cost of public improvements adjacent 
to their properties, as will other new developments in the area. 

The MT A/PC DC funds provide $3.8 million toward the total cost of all public improvements, with $1 
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million in match money earmarked in the Capital Improvement budget Account No. 73200. The 
remaining project costs, of approximately $7.5 million of un-funded design elements will be phased for 
future project implementation. Staff will work diligently with the Task Force to identify various grants, 
donor programs and other available funding sources for completion of the remaining Civic Center plan 
improvements in a timely fashion. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Prepared by: Approved by: 

~Lj?at~ 
Karen L. Balchunas uckner 
Project Planner, Development Division Ianning & Development 

Attachments: 

Attachment No.I: Executive Summary, Civic Center/mid-Town Design and Public Improvements Project, - Design 
Development Plans, Prepared by Team Pasadena, Dated October, 2003 

Attachment No.2: Summary of Task Force and Advisory Body Comments on the Design Development Plans 
Attachment No.3; Overview of Civic Center/Mid-Town Project Review Process 
Attachment No.4: Summary of City Center Implementation Task Force Activities 1998-2003 
Attachment No. 5: List of Project Phases and Associated Design Elements for Implementation 
Attachment No.6: Civic Center Design Project Summary of Annual Operations and Maintenance Costs 
Attachment No. 7: Civic Center Design Project - Summary of Probable Estimate of Costs for Design Development 

Phase, Prepared by Team Pasadena 
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Attachment No. I 

PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MID-TOWN 
DISTRICT DESIGN PROJECT 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PRESENTED TO CITY COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 15, 2003 

Prepared by 
TEAM PASADENA 

The Arroyo Group 
and 

EPT Landscape Architecture 
with 

Hunt Design Associates 
Patrick B. Quigley & Associates 

Meyer, Mohaddes Associates 
Michelle Isenberg & Associates 

GKC Consulting Engineers 
Stanley R. Hoffman & Associates 

Manuel Pastor 
Watermark Design 



PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MID-TOWN DISTRICT DESIGN PROJECT 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PHASE 

INTRODUCTION 

Executive Summary 
December 15, 2003 

The Pasadena Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project is the continuation of efforts started by 
the Mayor and City Council in 1997 in response to opportunities presented by the improving economy 
and consequent real estate developments. The City Center Task Force, comprised of community and 
City advisory body representatives as well as key property owners in the Civic Center/Mid-Town area, 
was appointed by the Mayor and City Council in July 1997. Its charge was to develop a Vision as well as 
a Program that would reinvigorate this area as the "heart" of the City. The efforts of the Task Force 
were presented in the Civic Center/Mid-Town Programming Effort Report ("Programming Effort") and 
adopted by the City Council in April 1998. 

The City retained Team Pasadena, a team of multi-disciplinary consultants led by The Arroyo Group, in 
March 1999 to continue the revitalization efforts recommended by the Task Force. Team Pasadena's 
directive included the preparation of a Refined Concept Plan and Design Development Documents for 
streetscape improvements within the project area. Team Pasadena worked closely with the Task Force 
and City Staff Implementation Team to develop the Refined Concept Plan, which was approved by the 
City Council on April 9, 200 I. Since then, Team Pasadena has continued to work closely with the Task 
Force and City Staff Implementation Team to develop the Design Development package. At the Task 
Force meeting on July 22, 2003, the Task Force recommended the completed Design Development 
package for review by various advisory bodies before being presented to the City Council. 

This Executive Summary reiterates information about both the previously approved design elements in 
the Refined Concept Plan and proposals for the refinement/development of these elements in the 
Design Development phase. Text addressing the latter is highlighted. This Summary is accompanied by 
a set of design drawings that illustrates the major elements of the Design Development package. 

PROJECT AREA 

The project area for the Design Development phase is along Garfield Avenue, from the Central Library 
(Walnut Street) in the north to the Civic Auditorium (Green Street) in the south and Holly Street (from 
Garfield Avenue to Marengo Avenue). In addition, Colorado Boulevard, from Arroyo Parkway to 
Euclid Avenue is included in the project area. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH & PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

In accordance with the recommendations set forth in the Programming Effort Report, the Pasadena 
Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project has been a community-based process with one major 
public workshop in the Design Development phase. The public outreach for the workshop included 
advertisements and press releases in local newspapers, mailings to a large database of Pasadena citizens 
and organizations, postings on the City's website, and solicitation of comments from the community-at
large. The primary feedback mechanism was structured through eight meetings with the Task Force 
and several meetings with the City Staff Implementation Team. 

Executive Summary- Design Development Package 
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BACKGROUND 

To closely follow the vision, goals and objectives as contained in the Programming Effort, the specific 
objectives for the design phase of the project were reaffirmed in the approved Refined Concept Plan. 
These included: 
• Restore the Bennett Plan, including reopening of Garfield Avenue through Plaza Pasadena. 
• Create a Centennial Square that is usable, user-friendly, and flexible. The space should be a 

destination; and accommodate large-scale events as well as provide daily conveniences for visitors 
to City Hall. 

• Respect the grandeur of City Hall by designing a regal and dignified space in Centennial Square. 
• Enhance the existing structure of this great public space by layering uses and other elements such as 

water elements, art interaction, etc. 
• Add elements that encourage both day and nighttime use. 
• Maintain view corridors along Holly Street and Garfield Avenue in true Beaux-Arts fashion. 
• Accentuate the district identity by using distinctive streetscape elements (landscape, signage & 

graphics, street furniture and lighting, etc.) 
• Add to the on-street parking supply. Provide functional and convenient parking. 
• Calm traffic through the Promenade to make the area more pedestrian-friendly. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GARFIELD AVENUE/HOLLY STREET PROMENADE 

The approved Refined Concept Plan for the Garfield Avenue/Holly Street Promenade restored the 
Bennett Plan's cross-axis of Garfield Avenue and met the other major objectives set out by the Task 
Force. Major spaces within the Promenade, Centennial Square, Holiy Street, Library Forecourt, and 
Civic Auditorium Forecourt, were planned to be pedestrian-friendly, usable spaces with common 
elements that tied Garfield Promenade together. Commonalities reflected throughout the Promenade 
and its spaces included water elements, paving, signage and historic lighting. During the Design 
Development Phase of the project, these elements were further developed and refined with the Task 
Force. The following section describes these design elements: 

I. Centennial Square 

The existing large barren expanse of Centennial Square is unfriendly to both pedestrians and 
automobiles, neither of which feels comfortable navigating that space. The objective of this design is to 
accommodate large-scale group events and to provide a pedestrian-friendly, pleasant and traffic-calmed 
environment for Civic Center visitors and daily users alike. 

In the approved Refined Concept Plan, removable (or retractable) bollards were used to limit the space 
in the center of the square bound by a twenty-foot traffic lane. On a daily basis, the square would 
essentially be a traffic circle with one-way counterclockwise traffic flow. For large-scale events, the 
bollards would be removed (or retracted), restoring a large flexible space that could accommodate a 
variety of events. Cars could continue to traverse through Centennial Square but due to change in 
paving, reduction in number of traffic lanes, and presence of a traffic circle, their speed would be greatly 
reduced. The presence of a vehicular-free zone in the middle of the square would also reduce the 
distance a pedestrian has to cross from I 05 feet to 40 feet at the bulb-outs and only 20 feet at the 
traffic circle. These elements would contribute to the creation of a more pedestrian-friendly 
environment and help simplify traffic patterns. 
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During the Design Development phase, the circle layout, shape, materials and profile were further 
refined. The overall diameter of the traffic circle is 130-feet with I I 0-feet as pedestrian space 
protected by a ring of bollards placed six feet apart. The 20-foot zone outside the bollard ring is 
proposed to be a transition buffer zone between pedestrians and vehides. Paving comprised of brick 
with concrete banding will differentiate this zone from the concrete street bed. 

The district boasts a grand tradition of unique public fountains. The majestic City Hall fountain, dignified 
Central Library fountain and Batchelder fountains on Holly/Marengo all contribute to the presence of 
water in the Civic Center. Continuing this rich history of water features, a major fountain in Centennial 
Square was approved in the Refined Concept Plan. This important fountain had to be designed within 
the project's parameters of event and programming flexibility while establishing an appropriate scale 
relationship with the heroic City Hall facade. Design criteria included the fountain's key roles as the 
biaxial center of the entire Civic Center, a focal point in the vista from Holly Street and as a 'forecourt' 
of the City Hall fountain in addition to performing the role of fountains everywhere to animate space, 
attract people and provide cooling. 

During the Design Development phase, the water feature was further developed as a grand reflecting 
pool, 80-feet in diameter. With the need for flexibility paramount, the reflecting pool is proposed to be 
at the same level as the surrounding paving, allowing for a flat, usable surface to be restored with the 
draining of the water. Black granite is the proposed paving material for the fountain. The pedestrian 
space between the bollards and the water feature is also proposed to be paved with brick and concrete 
banding. 

The approved Refined Concept Plan changed the angle of parking in the two parking areas on either 
side of Centennial Square from 60° to 90°. This change achieved several goals: cars backing out of 90° 
spaces would slow the traffic on Garfield Avenue in front of City Hall; and the parking courts thus 
created would be more usable. Better design relationships were also achieved with the historic paving, 
an important element to be conserved. This historic paving inspires paving patterns that extend the 
jewel-like patterning from the City Hall block to the rest of Garfield Avenue/Holly Street Promenade 
along the sidewalks. 

The Design Development package incorporates open lawn areas and Sister City Gardens in the open 
space parcels across from City Hall, adjacent to YMCA and YWCA. These areas will allow for informal 
seating, inclusion of the existing Robinson Memorial, room for a similarly scaled art piece on the north 
parcel as well as landscape and graphic elements related to Pasadena's Sister Cities. 

2. Holly Street 

Holly Street is envisioned to be a quieter, more reflective space that contrasts with the more active and 
event-oriented Centennial Square. As per the approved Refined Concept Plan, a median centered on 
Holly Street is proposed as an esplanade where visitors could stroll down to view City Hall axially. 
Currently, the only way to experience or photograph that view is by risking personal safety in the 
middle of Holly Street or from the Marengo Avenue crosswalk. The approved median is 30-foot wide 
without curbs (to allow for flexibility of the street) with two 20-foot one-way lanes on either side. On
street parallel parking will continue to be allowed on Holly Street. The upgrade of entire street surface 
is proposed to tie in with Centennial Square and the rest of Garfield Avenue. 

In the Design Development package, the street paving is proposed to be upgraded to integral colored 
concrete with exposed aggregate finish. Brick with concrete banding that references the historic paving 
in front of City Hall is proposed for the sidewalks. The crosswalks are proposed to be brick (burgundy 
blend red brick) with colored concrete bands. 
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The pavilion elements approved in the Refined Concept P.lan have evolved to two gateways located at 
the Marengo ends of the Holly Street sidewalk in the Design Development phase. These columnar 
gateways with wrought-iron fences between the columns are strong architectural elements within the 
Promenade, and furthermore anchor the end of Holly Street at Marengo Avenue. These gateways will 
also be lit. 

3. Library Forecourt 

The Library Forecourt encompassing the intersection of Garfield Avenue and Walnut Street forms the 
north end of the Promenade. The high volume of fast traffic on Walnut Street currently creates a 
barrier to the rest of the Promenade. Traffic calming at this intersection would allow for the extension 
of the Promenade to the Library side of Walnut Street. Narrowing the travelway would achieve this 
objective. As per the approved Refined Concept Plan, a portion of the curb on the north side is 
proposed to move eight feet southwards in addition to the creation of eight feet bulb-outs at the 
corners of Garfield Avenue, eliminating the right turn lane. 

New paving inspired from the historic paving would demarcate the Forecourt. This paving would 
include the northern sidewalks and the sidewalk corners on Garfield Avenue at the southern side of the 
intersection. Street furniture and special street lighting, including the five-headed fixture inspired from 
Bennett Plan designs will help create an appropriate terminus to the Garfield Promenade. The paving 
design for the Library Forecourt has been further refined in the Design Development phase. 

4. Civic Auditorium Forecourt 

The Civic Auditorium encompassing the intersection of Garfield Avenue and Green Street forms the 
southern end of the Promenade. The high volume of fast traffic on Green Street currently cuts off the 
Civic Auditorium from the rest of the Promenade. Traffic calming at this intersection of Garfield Avenue 
with Green Street would allow for the extension of the Garfield Promenade to include the Civic 
Auditorium as intended in the Bennett Plan. 

As per the approved Refined Concept Plan, the curb on the north side will be moved southwards to 
narrow the travelway by one lane and eliminate the left-turn lane into the Paseo Colorado garage. The 
indented drop-off in front of the Auditorium is proposed to expand. The southern (curb) lane will be 
maintained as a non-travel lane with its primary function to serve the Civic Auditorium patrons for 
short-term parking and/or passenger drop-off activities. This lane will be distinguished from the 
remaining three travel lanes by special pavement treatment and/or striping to clarify its function. The 
addition of parallel parking on the both sides of Green Street will aid in traffic calming besides adding to 
the on-street parking supply in the District. 

New paving inspired from the historic paving would demarcate the Forecourt. Street furniture and 
special street lighting, including the five-headed fixture inspired from Bennett Plan designs will help 
create an appropriate terminus to the Garfield Promenade. While the design of the paving in front of 
the Civic Auditorium was not a part of this Design Development effort, the parameters for its 
development were established. It is intended that the design team currently working on the PCOC 
expansion will incorporate the intent of these parameters and the Refined Concept Plan design. New 
paving inspired from the historic paving will demarcate the Forecourt. This paving will include the 
sidewalks on both sides of the intersection. In keeping with the two symmetrically placed fountains on 
either side of the entrance by the original architect, this design effort provides an opportunity to 
implement that vision in addition to adding interest and vitality to the Forecourt. 
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5. Garfield Avenue 

As per the approved Refined Concept Plan, the Garfield Avenue (blocks between Walnut and Ramona, 
and Union and Colorado) travelway and parking dimensions are proposed to be unchanged so as to not 
intrude on the north-south Garfield view corridor. In the Design Development package, the street 
paving is proposed to be upgraded to integral colored concrete with exposed aggregate finish. Brick 
with concrete banding that references the historic paving in front of City Hall is proposed for the 
sidewalks. The crosswalks are proposed to be brick (burgundy blend red brick) with colored concrete 
bands. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS 

The streetscape elements for the Garfield Avenue/Holly Street Promenade include street trees, lights, 
signage and graphics and street furniture. These elements, mostly approved in the Refined Concept 
Plan phase, are designed to enhance the aesthetic quality of the District; lhelp define District boundaries; 
and enhance pedestrian scaled spaces. 

Landscape Elements 

Streets in the project area predominantly have mature trees that help define their appearance. The City 
Hall block (Garfield Avenue on the west, Thurgood Marshall on the north, Euclid Avenue on the east 
and Union Street on the south) has existing Southern Magnolia trees that enhance the gracious 
character of that block. Holly Street has a double allee of Carob trees. 

The approved Refined Concept Plan calls for Southern Magnolias as the predominant tree species with 
Mexican Fan Palms planted in an alternating pattern along Garfield Avenue, excluding the City Hall 
block. The approved Master Street Tree Plan and this Design Development plan list an alternating 
pattern of Gingko tree (Gingko biloba) and Mexican Fan Palm (Washingtonia robusta) for Colorado 
Boulevard. 

The Refined Concept Plan proposed retaining Carob trees as the street tree for Holly Street due to the 
historical significance of carob trees in that location. However, during the Design Development phase, 
an arborist conducted further analysis of the condition of the existing trees and concluded that only four 
of the 32 trees were expected to live beyond five years. In addition, carob trees are generally avoided 
as street trees due to the problem of litter, falling limb hazards and root problems. Team Pasadena 
proposed several replacement tree species based on the criteria approved by the Task Force. The 
selection criteria was as follows: 

• Respect Bennett's view corridor- maintain open view to City Hall 
• Repeat historic tree planting - uniform allee on both sides of Holly Street 
• Environmental considerations - appropriateness, safety and maintainability 
• Consider light, open structure of tree form & foliage. 

London Plane Tree (Platanus acerifolia)was approved by the Task Force, and has since been approved by 
UFAC, as the replacement tree selection for Holly Street. 

Lighting Elements 

Existing Civic Center streetlights consist of the historic decorative single-head post fixtures, several 
varieties of high mast "cobra head" fixtures, and multi-headed decorative globe units that are associated 
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with the former Plaza Pasadena mall. Historic decorativ.e post fixtures and selected high masts will 
remain and new fixtures will be added as needed to fulfill the lighting criteria. 

The approved Refined Concept Plan recommended that like the adjacent districts of Old Pasadena and 
the Playhouse District, the Civic Center should have its own unique and identifiable decorative post 
fixtures. Existing decorative single head post fixtures throughout Garfield Avenue and Holly Street will 
be refurbished (as required) and reused. Ceremonial five-headed decorative post fixtures will be used 
at select "gateways" along the Garfield Promenade, namely Centennial Square, Library Forecourt, and 
Civic Auditorium Forecourt. The design of these fixtures is based upon !Edward Bennett's sketches and 
will have the same aesthetic as the historic single-head post. The lamp type in all the street fixtures will 
be 'Master Color'- a 'warm' light. 

In keeping with its role as an element of continuity through Downtown Pasadena, the Colorado 
Boulevard historical two-headed fixture will run the length of the street through all Downtown districts 
with the exception of the Garfield intersection. The Colorado - Garfield intersection will receive the 
ceremonial multi-head decorative fixture that will underscore the symbolic and historic intersection of 
the civic Garfield Avenue Promenade axis with the commercial axis of Colorado Boulevard. 

To increase the sense of pedestrian safety and to enhance the beauty and interest of the Promenade at 
night, additional lighting techniques will be utilized. The single-headed lights in the Promenade may be 
supplemented by: 
• internally lighting the fountain in Centennial Square; 
• uplighting the trees along Holly Street; 
• uplighting the Gateway columns; and 
• externally illuminating strategically placed art elements, or water features. 

Signage & Graphics Elements 

While the dramatic Beaux-Arts structures (City Hall, Civic Auditorium and Central Library) establish a 
strong image of civic identity for Garfield Avenue, the balance of the Civic Center/Mid-Town District 
area expresses little unique identity or imagery. The edges of the district and streets are not marked; 
there is little sense of entry; signage is minimal and inconsistent. The rich history of theater and of 
Pasadena itself is not expressed, other than the buildings themselves. 

In the Refined Concept Plan, the concept for a unique signage palette and color for the Pasadena Civic 
Center/Mid-Town District to maintain its distinct identity was approved. In the Design Development 
phase, T earn Pasadena has developed the signage concept and proposes to bring unique and appropriate 
identity with the following types of signs. The designs are included in the accompanying drawing set. 

District Icon Signs "Watermark": Lightweight, cutout Civic Center icons, will be mounted to the single
headed light fixtures along Garfield Avenue. 

Historical Building Markers: Building Markers will be located as freestanding signs with decorative poles at 
the historic buildings in the District. These porcelain-enameled plaques will include a narrative of the 
building's history and associated prominent Pasadenans. 

Sister City Plaques: Sister City Plaques will be located along the tree-lined allee in the Sister City Gardens. 
These cast bronze plaques will include a narrative of the Sister City and associated information. 
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Traffic Circle Signs: These signs, located at three locationsc on the. approach to Centennial Square, will 
direct drivers within the Square and establish traffic flow patterns. This type of sign will have the 
'standard highway' sign design of black text on a white background but will be mounted on a decorative 
pole similar to that used for the building markers. 

Street Furniture Elements 

The existing street furniture in the District is sparse, in poor condition and disparate in style. Street 
furniture in the District should highlight the civic and gracious qualities of buildings in the District. 
Street furniture elements are proposed to be elegant pieces that are restrained and classic in character. 
In addition, the proposed material (metal) minimizes maintenance and vandalism. The street furniture 
elements being considered are: benches, trash receptacles, tree grates, bollards, and bike racks. The 
final selections are shown in the accompanying set of drawings. 

A distinct color has been chosen for the Civic Center/Mid-Town District. This color is different from 
that in Old Pasadena, Playhouse District and South Lake District. The chosen color, a dark metallic 
bronze, evokes a classic and restrained appearance as well as allows the street furniture to remain in 
the background as the major civic buildings in the District dominate the visual experience. 

Public Art Elements 

The approved Concept Plan for this project suggested several sites and locations for public artworks or 
programming within the focus area of Garfield Avenue and Holly Street. As the design project moved 
through the Design Development phase, the visual and programming elements have been informed by 
the inclusion of public art and cultural heritage discussions. Of significa11ce to the Design Development 
phase are the newly approved Guidelines for City Construction (CIP) Public Art Projects. (3rd revisions 
approved by City Council 7/22/02), which created a CIP Public Art Fund, which holds all monies 
generated by CIP projects citywide. The funds may be used at any site within the city identified as a CIP 
public art site per the CIP Plan. The Pasadena CCMT District Design Project design team recommends 
that expenditure of CIP Public Art Funds in this district follow the goals and objectives set forth in this 
plan. 

Public art installations in the Garfield Avenue/Holly Street axis include a focus on temporary public art 
projects. These installations may introduce a broad range of public art forms including but not limited 
to the exhibition of outdoor artworks, performance and enhancements into the civic spaces. The 
purpose of a temporary public art program in this axis is to enhance this experience within this civic 
public space and to foster critical civic dialogue activated through this type of cultural programming. 
Permanent public art installation in this axis may be introduced following the recommended criteria 
specified later in this section. 

The NW corner of Centennial Square continues to provide a strong visual relationship with Centennial 
Square and the City Hall fa~ade as well as the entire Civic Center area. Balanced with the Pasadena 
Robinson Memorial, this space remains an excellent location for thoughtful, civic public art integrated 
with the landscape and sensitive to the issues of scale, cultural history and a Beaux Art integration of 
the arts and architecture. 

Restoration of the public artwork "Pasadena Way" and the Pasadena City Hall Earthquake retrofit 
projects are appropriate locations and projects for expanded CIP funding in this civic area. The 
forecourts of the Library and the Civic Auditorium remain as opportunities for public art. 

Executive Summary - Design Development Package 
December 15, 2003 
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In addition to the criteria for all public artworks as outlined in the CIP Public Art Guidelines, the 
following should be considered for public art projects proposed in the Civic Center Garfield 
Avenue/Holly Street Axis. 

• Permanent public art installations should reflect the Beaux Arts formal qualities of balance, view 
corridors, promenades, scale, classical design relationships and their representation in the City 
Beautiful movement underpinning Pasadena's civic center context. 

• Inclusive considerations for accessibility and flexibility of programming for any public art installation. 
• Preservation and careful installation techniques near historic landmarks, buildings and cultural 

monuments. 

Capital Costs Estimates for the Design Development phase 

The capital cost estimates for the design in the approved Refined Concept Plan, prepared in January 
2000, was approximately $1 1.1 million. The capital cost estimates for the design in the Design 
Development package, prepared in July 2003, is approximately $11.33 million, a 1.55% increase in the 
total estimate. (Please note that the RCP costs were in 2000 dollars and the DD costs in 2003 dollars. 
Please also note that in comparing the two sets of costs, and factoring in inflation over a 3 year period 
between the RCP and DD phases, both estimated budgets are nearly the same and within the City 
Council approved RCP Cost estimates for the project.) 

The major items related to the changes in costs between the Design Development & Refined Concept 
Plan phases are as follows: 

• Street paving is being replaced for full length of Garfield Avenue. 
• Sidewalk paving is being upgraded to brick on both Garfield Avenue and Holly Street. 
• The cost of landscaping the Sister City Gardens is being added. 
• The type of bollards is being changed from removable to retractable ~eading to an increase in cost. 
• Cost of granite paving has increased. 

A more detailed estimate may be prepared upon completion of the Construction Documents. 

Executive Summary - Design Development Package 
December 15, 2003 
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Street Paving: Integral Color Concrete with 
Exposed Aggregate Finish 

2 Brick Crosswalk with Colored Concrete Band 
(Burgundy Blend Red Brick) 

3 Turf Median with Colored Concrete Band 
4 Historic Brick Sidewalk Paving 
5 Sidewalk Paving: Brick with Concrete Bands 

to Reference Historic Paving 
6 Traffic Circle: Brick with Concrete Bands, 

Water Feature with Granite Paving 
7 Sidewalk Bulb-Out: Brick with Concrete 

Bands 
8 London Plane Trees 
9 Southern Magnolia Trees 
1 0 Mexican Fan Palm 
11 Ginkgo Tree 
12 Sister City Gardens 
13 Civic Auditorium Forecourt (Part of PCOC 

Expansion) 
14 Single, Double and 5-Headed Street Lights 
1 5 Library Forecourt: Brick with Concrete Bands 
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1 Street Paving: Integral Color Concrete with Aggregate 
2 Brick Crosswalk with Colored Concrete Band (Burgundy Blend 

Red Brick) 
3 Turf Median with Colored Concrete Band 
4 Historic Brick Sidewalk Paving 
5 Sidewalk Paving: Brick with Concrete Bands to Reference 

Historic Paving 
6 Traffic Circle: Brick with Concrete Bands, Water Feature with 

Granite Paving 
7 Sidewalk Bulb-Out: Brick with Concrete Bands 
8 London Plane Trees 
9 Southern Magnolia Trees 
1 0 Sister City Gardens 
11 Single, Double and 5-Headed Street Lights 
12 Turf Planting Areas 
13 Robinson Memorial 
14 Gateway- Pilaster and Decorative Fencing 
15 Retractable Bollards 
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Holly Street 

Sidewalk 
Patterns 
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Water 
Feature 
Animation 
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30" high x 1 0" diameter 
Ductile Iron Bollard 

Iron Casing Plate 

Paving Per Plan- Flush 
with Top of Casing Plate 

Retractable Bollard Casing 

Detail 
Acropole Bollard (NTS) 
Model# BMACEF75 
Bollard and Cost Steel Plate to receive 
powdercoot ~nish to match Civic Center 
District Metallic Bronze. 

Centennial 
Square 
Traffic Circle 
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Mid· Town District 
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Perspective 
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Design Criteria 
• Acknowledge and Incorporate 

Existing Sister City Tree Program 
• Per Community Feedback, 

Provide "Green" Parklike Setting 
to Balance Expansive Centennial 
Square Paving 

• Provide Safe and Secure 
Environment 

• Form Green Edge along Westerly 
Boundary to Centennial Square 

• Incorporate Robinson Memorial 
Landscape 

• Allow for Future Balance Piece to 
Robinson Memorial 

Sister City 
Gardens 
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1 Decomposed Granite or Gravel Walk 
2 Brick Paving with Concrete Band 
3 Sister City Recognition "Plaque" 
4 District Bench 
5 Italian Cypress Allee 
6 Privet Hedge 
7 Shrub and Ground Cover 
8 Turf 
9 Ludwigshafen, Germany Sister City Trees 
1 OMishima, Japan Sister City Tree 
11 Jarvenpaa, Finland Sister City Trees 
12Vanadzor, Armenia Sister City Trees 
13 Beijing, China Sister City Trees 
14New Southern Magnolia Trees 
15 Balance Piece Location 
16Robinson Memorial 
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Selection Criteria 

1 . Style complements 
the elegant, refined 
forms of the Civic 
Center's public 
architecture. 

2. Compatibility with 
selected street 
furniture ~lettes in 
Old Pasadena and 
Playhouse District. 

3. Works well with 
Civic Center District 

. - ---.. --selected elements 
(street lights and 
tree grates). 

4. Material minimizes 
vandalism and 
maintenance. 

Street 
Furniture 
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Retractable Bollard 
Urbaco Model# BMACEF75; Acropole Bollard 
and steel plate in bronze pawdercaat fi nish. 

Bench 
Urban Accessories Bay Bench, cast iron legs 
with cus1om horizontal metal slats, bronze 
pawdercaat fin ish- 6' long. 

Bike Rack 
3e ughting International Souvenir 
Barrier, cast aluminium bike rock, bronze 
powdercoat finish . 
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Tree Grate 
Urban Accessories Chinook 2000 ADA 
accessible Cast Iron Tree Grate- 4' SQ. 

Trash Receptacle 

Canterbury International Pennsylvania 
Avenue, cast iran (no side door), bronze 
pawdercoat finish. 
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Civic Center "Watermark" Icon 

Signage & 
Graphics Palette 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2 

Advisory Body Comments 
On The Civic Center/Mid-Town Design Development Plan 

CITY CENTER IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE (Task Force): The Task Force reviewed 
and provided recommendation on each of the individual project elements of the plan. The Task Force 
overwhelmingly approved a majority of the design elements, including the replacement of the Holly 
Street Carob trees (Ceratonia silaqua) with the London Plane (Platanus aceri[oiia) tree, based on a 
Certified Arborist's report and input from the City's Parks and Forestry staff. The Task Force discussed 
the pros and cons of the proposed ground-level central water feature element, to the goals of the plan 
and the community's desire to maintain a "flexible-use " of the Centennial Square area for the various 
public uses and events. This resulted in a final 5-4 vote to recommend approval of the flat-water element 
as shown in the design development plans. 
RECOMMENDATION: The Task Force's voted on July 22, 2003 to recommend that City 
Councii/PCDC approve the entire package of Civic Center public improvement plans. 
STAFF RESPONSE: Staff concurs with the Task Force recommendation. 

ARTS COMMISSION: The Arts Commission reviewed the Public Arts Programming component of 
the Plan, including the use of temporary and permanent public art sited a~ong Holly Street and elsewhere 
as appropriate throughout the district; siting of public art at the northwest corner of Holly and Garfield 
in an appropriate scale as a balance piece to the Robinson Brothers memorial; and restoration of the 
"Pasadena Way" public art adjacent to the Pasadena Police Station. · 
RECOMMENDTION: The Arts Commission voted unanimously to support the Task Force 
recommendation for the Public Art component of the Civic Center Design Development Plans. 
STAFF RESPONSE: Staff concurs with the Arts Commission recommendation. 

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UFAC): The Urban Forestry Advisory 
Committee (UFAC) was presented an overview of the process and criteria, and trees species selected by 
the Task Force in determining their choice of the London Plane Tree (Platanus acerifolia) as the 
replacement specimen for the aging, diseased and vermin-infested Carob trees on Holly Street. Criteria 
utilized in the selection of the london Plan tree include providing a replacement tree would be less 
prone to disease, pests and year-round ground letter; allowing more light providing ample shade in 
summer, and light in the winter; a tree with an architectural form to complement and frame the historic 
City Hall building. Parks & Forestry staff reiterated the fact that these Carob trees are indeed in final 
decline and that removal was necessary for public safety purposes. 
RECOMMENDATION: UFAC voted unanimously to recommend approval of the london Plane 
(Platanus acerifolia) tree as the replacement tree for Holly Street between Garfield Avenue and Marengo 
Street. 
STAFF RESPONSE: Staff concurs with the UFAC's recommendation. 

DESIGN COMMISSION: The Design Commission considered the project elements on September 
22, 2003 without the benefit of the Task Force representative from the Commission, who was not in 
attendance at the meeting. Additionally, a number of commissioners present were newer members, not 
familiar with the approved Concept Plan Document, and unaware of the great deal of work undertaken 
by the Task Force on this project The Commission took exception to the design of the water feature 
element as proposed and also to the Task Force and UFAC recommendation for the London Plane tree, 
which has is often mistaken for the Sycamore tree, a species with many disease and pest-related 
problems, and, as a result, felt that this was not an appropriate tree for Holly Street. The Design 
Commission questioned the total number of District "icon" markers proposed for the Garfield 
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Promenade area, and believed the number of these signs should be reduced in the Civic Center District. 
Unfortunately the total number of icon signs was erroneously reported to be 32 total signs, double the 
16 maximum shown on the plans. Design Commissioners believed that fencing associated with the 
Gateway element was not appropriate and would not be a welcoming element to the Civic Center. 
RECOMMENDATION: The Design Commission voted to recommend approval of the Civic 
Center/Mid-Town Design Development Plans with the following advisory comments: I) The proposed 
water feature is inappropriate and distracts from the visual dominance of City Hall and Centennial 
Square; 2) Holly Street Gateway fencing is inappropriate as it distracts from the sense of welcome-ness 
characterized by the Civic Center; 3) That the street trees on Holly Street be restudied, and; 4) Reduce 
the number of watermark icon signage, to be placed at major intersections only. 
STAFF RESPONSE: Staff disagrees with the advisory comments provided by the Design Commission for 
the following reasons: 

I. Centennial Square Fountain: Throughout the course of the five public workshops held during both the 
Concept and Design Development project phases, the primary design goal set forth by the public and the 
Task Force, was to maintain the variety of public/civic uses that have historically occurred within 
Centennial Square. A secondary goal was to allow for the design of a water feature that would provide a 
cooling effect within the square, reflect the image and respect the grandeur of historic City Hall, and 
allow maximum flexibility for public uses within Centennial Square. Unlike a formal, structural fountain, a 
ground-level water feature would neither obstruct the view of City Hall and its classically-designed, 
interior courtyard fountain, nor impede the ability to utilize the entire area of Centennial Square for a 
variety of public events. For these reasons, it is the opinion of Staff and the Task Force that this fountain 
is a most appropriate addition to Centennial Square, one that meets the goals and objectives of the Task 
Force and the Community. 

2. Holly Street Gateway: The concept plan for the gateway elements originally envisioned four structural 
pavilions flanking the entrance to Holly Street at the edges of Marengo and Garfield Avenues. Upon 
further review during design development, the Task Force decided that these elements were not a 
necessary enhancement for the project, and believed that entry gates at the same location would better 
serve as a welcoming pedestrian entry to the District, and provides a more appropriate frame of City 
Hall. In fact, the Task Force's final recommendation on this item was to site the gateway element only at 
the western entry to Centennial Square at Marengo Avenue and eliminate the eastern gateway elements. 
Staff supports the Task Force recommendation. 

3. Holly Street Trees: Following approval of the Concept Plan, it was determined through a report 
prepared by a Certified Arborist, that the Carob trees on Holly Street have outlived their useful lives, 
and have been ravaged by both disease and vermin infestations. The remaining trees are expected not to 
survive past five more years. In that the City no longer plants Carob trees, the Task Force complied a 
list of criteria for replacement of these trees. A number of trees were considered, and narrowed to six 
trees. Of these six trees, the London Plane tree best met the criteria while also allowing for an 
architectural form best suited and its growth pattern would not disrupt the view of City hall. In contrast 
to other Sycamore species, the 'Bloodgood" variety of London Plane is resistant to Sycamore Scale and 
Anthracnose that plagues other sycamore trees, and this variety has been successfully utilized throughout 
Pasadena as a viable street tree. UFAC reviewed and approved this tree as a replacement species for 
the Carob trees on Holly Street. Staff supports the Task Force recommendation on this tree. 

4. District Icon signage. Design Commission recommended that the total number of icon signs be 
reduced in the Civic Center Areas. The consultant team erroneously reported that 36 icon signs would 
be placed along the light poles on Garfield Avenue and Holly Street in the Civic Center. In reality, only 
18 trees are proposed, not 36. Staff supports the Task Force recommendation on this design element. 
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HISTORIC PRESERAVATION COMMISSION (HPC): On September 22, 2003, the Historic 
Preservation Commission participated with the Design Commission in a Joint meeting to review this plan, 
but did not have a quorum of members present to make a formal recommendation. However, HPC 
members present agreed with the advisory comments generated by the Design Commission. 
RECOMMENDATION: Due to lack of quorum, the HPC was unable to formally vote on the 
matter. 
STAFF RESPONSE: Staff disagrees with the advisory comments provided by the Historic Preservation 
Commission See the Staff response noted above to the Design Commission recommendations. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (CDC): The Community Development Committee 
reviewed the Design Development plans at their regular meeting on October 9, 2003. The Design 
Commission representative provided background on the discussion of the plan, the concerns of the 
Commission regarding the water feature, trees, lighting and subsequent recommendation of the Design 
Commission. Members ofthe CDC that participated on the Task Force, and other Committee members 
present voiced their strong support for all design elements outlined in the Task Force recommendation. 
RECOMMENDATION: The Community Developm,ent Commission approved (in a 6-1 vote) to 
support the Task Force Recommendation on the Civic Center/Mid-Town Design Elements and to 
forward this recommendation to City Councii/PCDC. 
STAFF RESPONSE.: Staff concurs with the CDC recommendation. 

PASADENA SISTER CITIES COMMITTEE: Staff met with representatives of the Pasadena Sister 
Cities Committee on November 21, 2003 to present the design development plans and more specifically, 
the proposal for the Sister Cities Gardens within Centennial Square. 
RECOMMENDATION: The Pasadena Sister Cities Committee supports the Task Force 
recommendation for the project and more particularly, the proposed improvements to the Sister Cities 
garden. 
STAFF RESPONSE.: Staff concurs with the Sister Cities Committee recommendation. 
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ATTACHMENT NO.3 

Overview of Civic Center/Mid-Town Project Review and Approval Process 

Project History: Civic Center/Mid-Town Design and Public Improvements Project was initiated by the 
City Center Implementation Task Force in response to recommendations outlined in the Civic Center 
Programming Effort Report approved by City Council in 1998. In late 1999, following a competitive process, 
Team Pasadena, a group of multi-disciplinary design consultants led by The Arroyo Group, was selected to 
prepare concept and design development documents for public improvements within the District. 
Refined Concept Plan: In 2000 and 200 I, the Task Force, along with input generated from the community 
through a series of two public workshops, and ten Task Force meetings, formulated integrated concept 
recommendations for public space streetscapes, and transportation and parking amenities within the District 
into the Civic Center/Mid-Town Refined Concept Plan, a document which was reviewed by various City Advisory 
Bodies, and approved by City Councii/PCDC in April 200 I. 

Accelerated Design Elements: On July 12, 200 I, the Design Commission approved the following final 
Civic Center/Mid-Town District design elements for accelerated implementation for the Paseo Colorado 
project, as recommended in the City Council approved Refined Concept Plan: I) New double-headed light 
fixture and metal poles for Colorado Boulevard to match those installed in Old Pasadena and the Playhouse 
District; 2) New single-headed light fixtures and concrete poles for the remainder of the District to match the 
historic lighting on Garfield Avenue and Centennial Square; 3) Paint Colors: dark-metallic brown paint color 
for the district street furniture and Colorado Boulevard light poles/light fixtures, and "regular Verde" (green) 
color finish for single-headed historic-type luminaries; 4) Tree grate - "Chinook 2000" model, and; 4) 
Reaffirmed the tree selections of Ginkgo biloba , the Maidenhair tree and Washingtonia robusta- Mexican Fan 
Palm for Colorado Boulevard and Ficus microcarpa - Ficus tree for Green Street. These elements were 
installed as part of the public improvements package for the Paseo Colorado project. 

Design Development: Planning and Task Force Review: Following approval of the Refined Concept 
Plan, the Design Development Phase of the Project was initiated, at which time the Consultant team worked 
closely with the Task Force, City Staff and the community, to further refine the Refined Concept Plan design 
elements into a comprehensive set of final design features. This stage of the planning effort also included the 
integration of a public artist into the design project. One of the major contributions of the public artist in the 
design development process was the inclusion of the reflecting pool as the major water feature within 
Centennial Square. 

Design development plans for the Civic Center/Mid-Town project were submitted to the Task Force for 
review and recommendation over a series of 12 meetings in 2002-2003, and included two public workshops. 
Additionally, the Task Force convened a special workshop meeting, held on Saturday, February 8, 2003, to 
review a "mock up" of the full driveway and water feature dimensions of Centennial Square from the City 
Hall tower. 

The Task Force thoroughly reviewed, discussed and voted on each element of the design development plan 
presented by the Consultant team. Although the vote was not unanimous for all design elements identified in 
the plan, including a close vote on the proposed water feature, on july 22, 2003, the Task Force unanimously 
endorsed the overall design development package and recommended that it be forwarded to the City 
Councii/PCDC for approval. 

City Advisory Body Review: Following preparation of the final draft, the Task Force recommendation was 
presented to the Arts Commission, the Design and Historic Preservation Commissions, Community 
Development Committee and the Pasadena Sister Cities Committee for advisory review and comment. 
Advisory Body comments are presented in depth in Attachment No.2. 



ATTACHMENT NO. 4 

Summary Of City Center Implementation Task Force Activities 1998-2003 

History of City Center Implementation Task Force: 

•!• City Center Implementation Task Force was formed in April 1998, following approval of the Civic Center 
Programming Effort Report ("the Gray Book"). 

•!• Number of Task Force Meetings held from May 1998-2003: 35 Task Force Meetings/4 Public Workshops, 
and various Subcommittee meetings 

•!• Composition ofthe Task Force: 12 Members Led by Chair Kathryn Nack. Current Task Force list 
I. City Advisory Body Representatives; 

Design Commission - Mark Nay; Historic Preservation Commission- Renee Morgan-Hampton; 
Community Development Committee- Wendy Cobliegh; Arts Commission- Lonette Rappoport; 
Transportation Advisory Commission - Roger Gray; Planning Commission - Arnold Siegel; 
PCOC- Roger Smith; 

2. District Property Owners: Paseo Colorado - David Palomo; Maguire Partners- Tim Walker 
3. Community Representatives: Pasadena Chamber of Commerce - Lynne Hess; 

Pasadena Heritage- Sue Mossman; At-Large- Kathryn Nack 

Task Force Review of Various Development Projects for compliance with Gray Book Recommendations: 

I. Plaza Pasadena/Paseo Colorado Project: Task Force worked closely with TrizecHahn to design the new 
Paseo Colorado project; Major accomplishments: Input and Review of Environmental Impact Report 
Process; Task Force working group established - collaborated with the Developer and recommended a 
residential component be provided as part of the project; Lobbied for reopening of the Historic Garfield 
Ave. Axial View Corridor of the Civic Center; reviewed and provided advisory comments to the 
Developers' two architectural teams regarding both retail and residential project design, and signage 

2. Civic Center Mid-Town Public Improvements Project: 
A Task Force initiated RFP Process for Design Teams with Scope of Work 
B. Members participated in Selection of Design Team; participated in Contract negotiations; 
C. Worked with Staff/Team Pasadena on formulation of Concept Pian for project 
D. Participated in Public Workshops (Four Workshops) 
E. Formulated recommendation to City Advisory Bodies/City Council on Concept Plan 
F. Worked with Staff/Consultant Team on Design Development Phase; 
G. Artist participation in early stage of Design Development phase; representative on Artist 

Selection Panel 
H. Reviewed and recommended Design Development Elements for PCDC/City Council review 

3. Western Asset Plaza- Worked with the Developer and Staff to ensure the project meets the goals of 
the Gray Book. Major Accomplishments: Recommended changes to the Civic Center Specific Plan to 
conform to Gray Book Recommendations for the project. Supported the Project and its design. 

4. Pasadena Center Expansion -Various meetings held on proposed project design - Ongoing 
5. Euclid/Cordova Project (Arpeggio Residential Project). Conformance with Gray Book recommendations 
6. Acapella Residential Project (Corson Avenue between Raymond and Marengo Avenues) 
7. YWCA Building renovation - Ongoing. 
8. Montana Residential Projects- Reviewed project for conformance with Gray Book recommendations 
9. City Hall Restoration Project- Ongoing review and updates by City Hall design and management teams. 
I 0. Central Library Upgrades and Rehabilitation: Reports to the Task Force 

•:• Other Planning Efforts presented to the Task Force; 
I. Update on City's Environmental Guidelines 
2. General Plan and Zoning Revisions Updates 

3. Central District Specific Plan updates 
4. Various Working Groups 



ATTACHMENT NO.5 

Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 

List of Project Phases and Associated Design Element for Implementation 
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Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Project Phasing Plan and Elements - MTA Grant Phases 1-3 

PHASE LOCATION ELEMENTS 

• ONE COLORADO BOULEVARD STREET TREES 
STREET LIGHTING 
SITE AMENITIES (BENCHES, TRASH CANS, BIKE RACKS) • TWO GARFIELD AVENUE PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 

(BETWEEN UNION AND HISTORIC SIDEWALKS REPAIR 
RAMONA STREETS) BULBOUTS: CURB & GUTTER, BRICK PAVING, PlANTING & IRRIGATION 

STREET TREES AND lANDSCAPING 
STREET LIGHTING 
SITE AMENITIES (TRASH CANS) 
TEMPORARY PARKING & CROSSWALKS STRIPING, PARKING METER 

RELOCATION, UNION STREET SIGNAL RELOCATION 
THURGOOD MARSHALL SIGNS FOR ONE-WAY CONVERSION 
STORM DRAINAGE SYSTEM 

SIGNAGE: WATERMARKS AND HISTORIC BUILDING MARKERS 
RElATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 

~ 
THREE HOLLY STREET PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 

NEW BRICK & CONCRETE SIDEWALKS 
STREET TREES & LANDSCAPING 
STREET LIGHTING, GATF!NAY & TREE UPLIGHTING 
SITE AMENITIES (BENCHES, TRASH CANS, BIKE RACKS) 
GATEWAYS 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 
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Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Future Project Phasing Plan and Elements - Phases 4-1 I 

I• 
PHASE LOCATION 

FOUR CENTENNIAL SQUARE 

~ 
FIVE HOLLY STREET 

~ 
SIX GARFIELD AVENUE 

(PARKING COURTYARDS) 

• SEVEN GARFIELD AVENUE 
(BETWEEN UNION AND 
COLORADO INCLUDING 
BOTH INTERSECTIONS) 

• EIGHT GARRElD AVENUE 
(BETWEEN RAMONA AND 
WALNUT INCLUDING THE 
RAMONA INTERSECTION) 

~ 
NINE UBRARY FORECOURT 

(GARFIELD AND WALNUT STREET D 
INTERSECTION) 

• TEN CIVIC AUDITORIUM FORECOURT 
(GARFIELD AND GREEN 
INTERSECTION) 

~!] ELEVEN SISTER CITIES 
GARDENS 

ELEMENTS 

STREET AMENITIES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
FOUNTAIN 
TRAFFIC CIRCLE BRICK & CONCRETE PAVING 
BOLLARDS 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE: TRAFRC CIRCLE 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 
STREET AMENITIES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
MEDIAN: TURF, IRRIGATION 
BOLLARDS 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
SIGNAGE: HISTORIC BUILDING MARKERS 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 

STREET AMENITIES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
BOLLARDS 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 

STREET & PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
BRICK & CONCRETE SIDEWALKS 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
STREET TREES 
STREET LIGHTING 
SITE AMENITIES (BENCHES, TRASH CANS, BIKE RACKS) 
SIGNAGE: WATERMARKS 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 

STREET & PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
BRICK & CONCRETE SIDEWALKS 

I 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
STREET TREES AND LANDSCAPING [fURF PARKWAYS) 
STREET LIGHTING 
SITE AMENITIES (BENCHES, TRASH CANS, BIKE RACKS) 
SIGNAGE: WATERMARKS 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
RELATED DEMOLiriON, GRADING AND PATCHING 

STREET & PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 
CURB & GIJTTER 
STREET PAVING 
BRICK & CONCRETE SIDEWALK 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
STREET LIGHTNG 
SITE AMENITIES (BENCHES, TRASH CANS, BIKE RACKS) 
SIGNAGE: WATERMARKS 
TRAFFIC STRIPING 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 
LIBRARY lANDSCAPING 

STREET AMENillES: 
CURB & GUTTER 
STREET PAVING 
BRICK CROSSWALKS 
SIGNAGE: HISTORIC BUILDING MARKERS 
RELATED DEMOLITION, GRADING AND PATCHING 
STREET LIGHTING 

PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES: 
PATHWAY PAVING 
SIGNAGE: SISTER CITY PLAQUES 

I SISTER CITIES LANDSCAPING 
LIGHTING 
SITE AMENillES (BENCHES) J RELATED DEMOLITION AND GRADING 



ATTACHMENT NO. 6 

PASADENA CIVIC CENTERIMID-TOWN·DESIGN PROJECT 
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

STREET SEGMENT 

I CATEGORY/DESCRIPTION GARFIELD AVE. 1 I HOLLY STREET I COLORADO BLVD 

INFRASTRUCTURE $80,130 $794 $1,040 

STRE[;;;TS 8ND SID!;;W8LKS $16,834 $794 $1,040 
Curb & Gutter 2,400 n/a 1,040 
Streets and Crosswalk Paving 1,910 314 nla 
Sidewalks 11,840 n/a Privately maintained2 

Sister Cities Seating Areas 640 n/a n/a 
Traffic Circle 44 n/a n/a 
Holly St. Median n/a 480 n/a 

DRAINAGE 700 n/a n/a 

WATER FEATURE3 62,596 n/a nfa 

TRAFFIC ELEMENTS $2,426 $460 $0 

Roadside and Handicapped Signs 1,286 300 n/a 
Pavement markers 1,140 160 n/a 

LANDSCAPING~ $10,250 $16,964 $5,250 
Street Trees 5,500 2,500 3,500 
Shrubs and Hedges 2,000 4,500 n/a 
Irrigation 2,750 5,500 1,750 
Median mounded turf n/a 4,464 n/a 

LIGHTING $13,732 $3,471 $6,320 

Energy Costs 10,242 2,660 5,853 
Lamp & Ballast Life Cycle Replacement 3,490 811 467 

SIGNAGE & GRAPHICS $9,360 $1,860 $1,860 

SITE AMENI!I!;S AND GATEWAY§ $20,872 $19,914 $1,510 

Benches and Trash Receptacles 2,069 802 1,203 
Bike Rack 123 245 307 
Retractable Bollards 18,680 18,440 0 
Gateways n/a 427 n/a 

TOTAL ESTIMATED ANNUAL COSTS $136,769 $43,464 $15,979 

Percent of Total 69.7% 22.2% 8.1% 

1. Garfield Avenue includes the Civic Auditorium Forecourt at Green Street (intersection only). 

TOTAL 

$81,964 

$18,668 
3,440 
2,225 

11,840 
640 

44 
480 

700 

62,596 

$2,886 

$1,586 
$1,300 

$32,464 
11,500 
6,500 

10,000 
4,464 

$23,523 

18,755 
4,768 

$13,080 

$42,296 

$4,074 
675 

37,120 

427 

$196,212 
100.0% 

2. All sidewalks adjacent to Paseo Colorado and Western Asset property will be privately maintained. The City will maintain all other improvements. 

3. Annual operations and maintenance costs are estimated at 5% of capital costs based on discussion with consultants. 

4. All costs except for the median turf have been estimated by the Pasadena Parks Department. Maintenance for median turf is estimated 

at $0.48 per square foot annually per the consultant. The median is 30 x 310 feet = 9,300 square feet. 

Source: Stanley R. Hoffman Associates, Inc. 
The Arroyo Group. 

City of Pasadena. 

Team Pasadena 
The Arroyo Group and EPT DESIGN 

Pasadena Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Design Development Phase 



AT'r.ACHM'=NT NO. 7 

PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MID-TOWN DESIGN PROJECT 
GARFIELD AVENUE/HOLLY STREET PROMENADE 
SUMMARY OF PROBABLE ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PHASE 

CONDITIONS: 

1. ESTIMATE ESCALATED TO AN ASSUMED BID DATE OF 7/1/2006 FOR 

GARFIELD AVENUE & HOLLY STREET AND 7/1/2005 FOR COLORADO BOULEVARD. 

2. CONSTRUCTION TIME ASSUMED TO BE 12 MONTHS. 

3. ESTIMATE ASSUMES NO PHASING. 

4. FUTURE ESCALATION RATE ASSUMED TO BE 3.00% PER YEAR. 

5. FEES REQUIRED FOR STREET CLOSURES ARE NOT INCLUDED. 

6. COST OF UTILITY RELOCATION IS NOT INCLUDED. 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATE ESTIMATE DATE: JULY 1, 2003 

GARFIELD 

CIVIL 3,132,072 

TRAFFIC 131,597 

LANDSCAPE 263,486 

LIGHTING 729,336 

SIGNAGE & GRAPHICS 54,800 

SITE AMENITIES 407,200 

WATER FEATURE 1,251,920 

PUBLIC ART 59,704 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 360,000 

SUBTOTAL 6,390,115 

MARKUP 1,509,665 

TOTAL 7,899,780 

ESCALATION FACTORS 710,980 

GRAND TOTAL 8,610,760 

Team Pasadena 7-1 
The Arroyo Group and EPT DESIGN 

HOLLY COLORADO 

583,437 26,086 3,741,594 

7,736 0 139,333 

148,850 142,990 555,326 

114,270 339,776 1,183,382 

3,400 1,700 59,900 

415,720 28,300 851,220 

0 0 1,251,920 

12,734 5,389 77,827 

120,000 56,000 536,000 

1,406,146 600,240 8,396,501 

332,202 183,824 2,025,690 

1,738,348 784,064 10,422,192 

156,451 47,044 914,475 

1,894,799 831,1071 11,336,667 

Pasadena Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Design Development Phase 



PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MID-TOWN DESIGN PROJECT 
GARFIELD AVENUE/HOLLY STREET PROMENADE 
SUMMARY OF PROBABLE ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR REFINED CONCEPT PLAN PHASE 

REFINED CONCEPT PLAN COST ESTIMATE 

GARFIELD 

CIVIL 2,682,116 

TRAFFIC 4,938 

LANDSCAPE 247,807 

LIGHTING 1,492,070 

SIGNAGE & GRAPHICS 142,000 

SITE AMENITIES 129,000 

WATER FEATURE 1,193,860 

PUBLIC ART 56,312 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 380,000 

SUBTOTAL 6,328,103 

MARKUP 1,495,331 

TOTAL 7,823,434 

ESCALATION FACTORS 704,109 

GRAND TOTAL 8,527,543 

Team Pasadena 7-2 
The Arroyo Group and EPT DESIGN 

ESTIMATE DATE: JANUARY 10,2000 

HOLLY COLORADO 

759,393 22,288 3,463,797 

0 0 4,938 

96,908 168,760 513,475 

212,274 298,176 2,002,520 

6,600 53,200 201,800 

61 '1 00 26,400 216,500 

0 0 1 '193,860 

11,363 5,688 73,363 

120,000 56,000 556,000 

1,267,638 630,512 8,226,253 

299,543 195,459 1,990,332 

1,567,181 825,971 10,216,585 

141,046 99,117 944,272 

1,708,227 925,0881 11,160,857 

Pasadena Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Design Development Phase 



PASADENA CIVIC CENTER/MID-TOWN DESIGN PROJECT 
GARFIELD AVENUE/HOLLY STREET PROMENADE 
ITEMS RELATING TO CHANGES IN COSTS BETWEEN DESIGN DEVELOPMENT & 
REFINED CONCEPT PLAN PHASES 

CIVIL 

Street paving is being replaced for full length of Garfield Avenue. 

Sidewalk paving is being upgraded to brick on both Garfield Avenue and Holly Street. 

TRAFFIC 

Striping cost increase is related to repaving of Garfield Avenue. 

LANDSCAPE 

The cost of landscaping the Sister City Gardens is being added. 

"Garden Rooms" on Holly Street ~~e deleted. 

LIGHTING 

Cost of replica lanterns for the historic single-headed fixture is reduced due to material change. 

Types and number of signs are reduced. 

SIGNAGE & GRAPHICS 

Types and number of signs are reduced. 

SITE AMENITIES 

The type of bollards is being changed from removable to retractable leading to an increase in cost. 

Seve~at.of the block faces along Colorado have already been developed by private development. 

WPJER FEATURE 

Cost of granite paving has increased. 

PUBUCART 

Proportional increase. 

GRAND TOTAL CHANGE 
1.55% increase in the ~otal budget. 

1 This Estimate of Probable Costs has been prepared by Team Pasadena and is based on the Design 
Development package. A more detailed/accurate estimate may be prepared upon completion of the 
Constmcoon Documents. 

2 Please note that the RCP costs were in 2000 dollars and the DO costs in 2003 dollars. 

3 Please also note that in comparing the two sets of costs, and factoring in inflation over a 3 year period 
between the RCP andDo'phases, both estimated budgets are nearly the same and within the City 
Council approved RCF Cost estimates for the project. 

Team .Pasadena 
The Arroyo Group and EPT DESIGN 

7-3 Pasadena Civic Center/Mid-Town District Design Project 
Design Development Phase 



65r Scmth Saint John Avenue 

Pasadena, California 9II05 2913 

Telephone 626 441 6333 

PASADENA HERITAGE Facsimile 626 441 2917 

December 15, 2003 

Mayor Bill Bogaard and Members of the City Council 
City of Pasadena 
100 North Garfield A venue 
Pasadena, California 911 09 

RE: City Center Task Force Recomm~ndations 

Dear Mayor Bogaard and Council Members: 

As a member of the hnplementation Task Force representing Pasadena Heritage, a community 
organization, I commend the work of the task force, city staff and consultants. This has been a 
long and challenging process, and the outcome, overall, is a thoughtful and cohesive package. I 
am pleased that the recommendations follow traditions established in the creation of the Civic 
Center 75 years ago. 

There are, however, two elements of the plan that I feel compelled to bring to your attention: the 
water feature in front of City Hall and the choice of trees to be planted along Holly Street leading 
to City Hall from Marengo. I ask that these two elements be exempted from any approvals 
contemplated tonight and set aside for further study. 

Water Element 
The circular water feature in front of City Hall was perhaps the most controversial part ofthe plan 
prompting many lengthy task force discussions. In the end, the proposed circular water feature, 
flush with the paving with programmable jets and lighting, was approved by a majority of one. I 
continue to feel, as do others, that this element is not appropriate for the setting, does not support 
the dignity of City Hall, is not architecturally compatible, will be very costly and will require 
extensive maintenance. Other alternatives suggested by Task Force members were never visually 
presented to the group for study, and, as often happens, we spent a great deal of time trying to 
perfect a flawed concept. 

Because of the lack of strong Task Force support, the lack of public attention to the plan (though 
public meetings were held) and my deep personal conviction that this design would be a mistake, 
I respectfully request that it be eliminated from the plan or that the idea of a water element be 
studied further. 

Holly Street Tree Selection 
There was strong consensus on the Task Force that the trees along Holly Street are important 
aesthetic elements of the Civic Center, but that they need to be replaced. Many of the existing 
trees are nearing the end of their lives or are in poor condition, and a consistent planting of trees 
of the same age and size is important, even if new, young trees will take time to grow. We 
discussed a alternatives, but choices put before the Task Force's choices were quite limited. The 
selected tree (the London Plain Tree) meets the goals we set, but is also very problematic and 
known to be subject to untreatable fungi. Having spoken to several people much more 
knowledgeable about this than I am, I remain concerned that this is a poor choice, especially for 
such an important and highly visible location. Again, the planting of dozens of new trees, their 

Pasadena Heritage Oral History Project 
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nurturing and future maintenance represents a significant cost. We have time to get more 
information and look further for the ideal tree, and I strongly urge that the tree selection be set 
aside for further study . 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on these important issues. Though not many in the 
community have attended Task Force or public meetings, I know that the investment of public 
funds in such a critical place is sure to dr~w a lot of attention and criticism if it is not done well. I 
urge that there be time to reconsider these two elements, but support the other elements of the 
plan. 

Sincerely yours, 

~4~v~ 
Susan N. Mossman 
Executive Director 


