
Memorandum 
 
RE:   Civic Center Task Force 
From:  Claire Bogaard 
11 April 2018 
 
1.   Documentation of March 15, 2018 Meeting  
 I support the Guiding Principles as stated. 
 I approve the Strategies (20) as drafted to achieve Guiding Principles 
 (pages 2 – 5) 
 
2.   Attachment  – Garfield Avenue & Open Space 
 My vote is in favor the 1925-1926 Bennett Plan with a 25’ setback 
 I also support the concept of reducing  - or even removing -  the parking 
 spaces on the west side of Garfield to accommodate additional landscaping.  
 
3.   Attachment  -  Building Heights and Massing 
 For a new building to the east of the former YMCA Building, I would limit the  
 height to 50’ – which is an appropriate height next to the YMCA building. 
 For a new building to the east of the YWCA Building, I  would support a new  
 building of no more than 40’  - if adjacent to the actual Julia Morgan building.   
 New buildings –not directly adjacent to the YWCA,  and  facing  Union and/or 
 City Hall could be higher but no more than 50’. 
 
4.   Attachment  -  Public Improvements 
 I support the 1925-1926 Bennett Plan as depicted on the Attachment.  
 I would like to investigate the original plans for the fountains along Garfield. 
 I am strongly opposed to closing Holly Street to traffic. 
 I support an additional piece of public art – to balance the Robinson Brothers. 
 I do not support the Central Landscape round-about in front of City Hall. 
 (I believe it detracts from the formality and setting of City Hall.) 
 The landscape median on Garfield is acceptable but generally medians are 
 not well maintained and therefore not a positive addition. 
 (I believe that very careful and practical ideas be considered for landscaping
 along with proper maintenance  - in light of the existing conditions and   
 lack of maintenance of our parks and open spaces in our City today.)  
 
5.   Attachment  -  Land Uses 
 As to a new building at the east end of the YMCA, I would be open to a variety 
 of options but my preference would be for mixed-use housing, which would  
 include some affordable and some work-force housing and be connected 
 by patios and/or open-space with the existing Centennial Place.  
 Restoring the pool and the gym in the former YMCA building for use by 
 residents of both complexes would be a positive addition to the Civic Center. 
 Restoring the YWCA as offices for the City and others would be well-received 
 by the community.   



 
 
A Few Additional Comments: 
 
Many Pasadena residents have urged that there be some public use of the Julia 
Morgan Building – in particular the gym and other grand spaces on the first floor. 
 
There appears to be a general consensus that the Civic Center needs public uses, 
such as coffee bars, or small restaurants or other public uses to enliven the Civic 
Center area. 
 
New buildings must be of superior design and materials and reflect the high quality 
of existing historic buildings in the Civic Center.  Many have voiced the need for 
carefully designed entrances for the new buildings that will be facing City Hall. 
 
Many residents believe that the Robert A. M. Stern building has been a successful 
addition to the Civic Center because it uses design elements from nearby historic 
buildings,  including City Hall.  The Stern building does not draw attention to itself 
and away from our centerpiece – City Hall. 
 
  
 
 


