
Have the Parcels Purchased for City Hall 
Acquired Historical Significance? 

 
 
 
Civic gardens as open space have existed as originally designed for the entire life of the Civic 
Center.  They are a distinctive feature that have characterized the Pasadena Civic Center 
National Register Historic District and its integrity for over 90 years. 
 
The open space/approaches/forecourt and gardens are critically important to the setting of 
City Hall.  As the centerpiece of the Civic Center, City Hall is not only dependent upon the 
composition of the geometry and plan arrangement of gardens and open space, but 
absolutely requires it to convey its historical significance through view corridors and the 
approach to City Hall (setting). 
 
The period of significance for the District is 1914-1952, as noted by dates of completion of the 
Civic Center contributing buildings and open space gardens.  Character-defining historic 
features include those elements present during the period of significance.  Gardens and a 
garden-like setting are character defining features that distinguish the overall visual aspects of 
the District and have been identified in the District’s nomination as making it distinct from its 
surroundings.  The District’s nomination further identifies “the unique collection of buildings 
and sites whose greatest value and impact arises from the fact that they relate to each other 
and the environment in a special way.”  It goes on to call for preservation of the District as a 
unit.  “The whole here is greater than the parts.” 
 
The progression of space down the Holly Street axis is important to the spatial planning 
composition of the District.  The view of City Hall should be as open and uninterrupted, as 
possible, to not encroach on  its setting.  Although the conceptual drawings completed by 
Bennett, Parsons and Frost indicate building in a portion of the gardens across Garfield 
Avenue from City Hall, such construction was never realized and, as such, the drawings 
remain just that, drawings (unrealized additions).  
 
Historic preservation principles under the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards describe the 
importance of preserving character-defining features and spaces.  It is not recommended to 
alter or remove character defining features, such as the existing gardens that were present 
during the period of significance, so as to diminish the historic spatial relationships and 
character of Pasadena City Hall and the Civic Center National Register Historic District.  The 
Secretary’s Standards also state that each property will be recognized as a physical record of 
its time, place and use and the construction of unrealized additions shall not be undertaken. 
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