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IV.  Environmental Impact Analysis 
A.   Aesthetics 

1.  Introduction 

This section generally discusses the existing aesthetic qualities of the Hillside 
Campus and the South Campus and their surroundings along with any applicable 
regulations.  This section identifies and discusses any impacts the Project may have 
pertaining to aesthetics, views, light, glare and shading, and identifies applicable mitigation 
measures, if any, related to implementation of the Project. 

a.  Aesthetics 

Aesthetics refers to the overall visual quality of an area or given field of view.  The 
analysis of aesthetics focuses on the proposed Project’s visual relationship with existing 
and planned land uses in the Project area.  The analysis considers qualities related to 
visual character, such as density, massing, setbacks, and the general composition of 
aesthetic features, as well as the relationships between these elements.  It also considers 
both natural and urban features with aesthetic value.  The potential adverse visual quality 
impacts considered within the analysis include the loss of existing features of aesthetic 
value and the introduction of contrasting features that contribute to a decline in overall 
visual character (e.g., the introduction of contrasting features that overpower familiar 
features, eliminate context or associations with history, or create visual incompatibility 
where there may have been apparent efforts to maintain or promote a thematic or 
consistent character).  The analysis of potential Project impacts on aesthetics also includes 
an assessment of the Project’s consistency with applicable regulations and plans that 
address visual quality. 

b.  Views 

Views refers to visual access to valued visual resources (e.g., mountain ranges, the 
urban skyline, historic resources, etc.) within and surrounding the Hillside Campus and the 
South Campus.  The analysis considers the proposed Project’s distance from valued visual 
resources identified in the area, the topography of the Project area, and existing view 
obstructions.  The analysis considers both focal views (i.e., views of a particular object, 
scene, setting, or feature of visual interest) and panoramic views or vistas (i.e., views of a 
large geographic area for which the view may be wide and extend into the distance).  
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Existing valued views that include the Hillside Campus or the South Campus are also 
identified and considered.  Furthermore, a number of development characteristics, such as 
building height, mass, and density, are considered as they relate to view obstruction. 

c.  Light and Glare 

Nighttime illumination of varying intensities is characteristic of most urban and 
suburban land uses, including those in the City of Pasadena.  New nighttime light sources 
have the potential to increase ambient nighttime illumination levels and result in spillover of 
light onto adjacent properties.  These effects have the potential to interfere with certain 
functions including vision, sleep, privacy, and general enjoyment of the natural nighttime 
condition.  The significance of the impact depends on the type of use affected, proximity to 
the affected use, the intensity of the light source, and the existing ambient light 
environment.  As discussed in more detail below, land uses that are considered sensitive to 
nighttime light generally include, but are not limited to, residential, some commercial and 
institutional uses, and natural areas.  These land uses are recognized as light-sensitive 
because they are typically occupied by persons who have expectations for privacy during 
evening hours and who are subject to disturbance by bright light sources (or in the case of 
natural areas, biological resources that are subject to disturbance by bright light sources).  
Daytime glare is caused by the reflection of sunlight or artificial light from highly polished 
surfaces, such as window glass or reflective materials, and, to a lesser degree, from broad 
expanses of light-colored surfaces.  Daytime glare generation is common in urban areas 
and is typically associated with mid- to high-rise buildings with exterior façades largely or 
entirely comprised of highly reflective glass or mirror-like materials from which the sun can 
reflect, particularly following sunrise and prior to sunset.  Daytime glare generation is 
typically related to sun angles, although glare resulting from reflected sunlight can occur 
regularly at certain times of the year. 

d.  Shading 

Shading refers to the effect of shadows cast upon adjacent areas by proposed 
structures.  Shadows may provide positive effects, such as cooling effects during warm 
weather, or negative effects, such as the loss of natural light necessary for solar energy 
purposes or the loss of warming influences during cool weather.  Shadow effects depend 
on several factors, including the local topography, height and bulk of a project’s structural 
elements, sensitivity of adjacent land uses, season, and duration of shadow projection.  
Generally, facilities and operations sensitive to the effects of shading include routinely 
useable outdoor spaces associated with residential, recreational, or institutional land uses 
(e.g., schools, convalescent homes); commercial uses, such as pedestrian-oriented 
outdoor spaces or restaurants with outdoor dining areas; nurseries; and existing solar 
collectors.  Shading of existing sensitive uses can occur with the development of new 



IV.A  Aesthetics 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
SCH No. 2016091009 October 2017 
 

Page IV.A-3 

  

structures generally located to the south of these existing uses (i.e., southwest through 
southeast compass points) due to the angle of the sun within the Southern California 
region.  Nonetheless, the relative effects of shading from structures are site-specific. 

2.  Environmental Setting 

a.  Regulatory Framework 

(1)  State 

(a)  California Scenic Highway Program 

California’s Scenic Highway Program preserves and protects scenic highway 
corridors from changes that would diminish their aesthetic value.  The only designated 
State scenic highway within the vicinity of the City of Pasadena is Angeles Crest Highway 
(State Highway 2), located north of both the Hillside Campus and the South Campus in the 
northwestern portion of the City.  Given this distance and since neither campus is within the 
viewshed of the Angeles Crest Highway, further consideration of this scenic resource is not 
required.  In addition, a portion of State Route 110 (SR-110) from U.S. Highway 101 
(US-101) in downtown Los Angeles to Central Pasadena is the Arroyo Seco Parkway, 
which is designated a State Historic Parkway by the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans).1 

(b)  California Green Building Standards Code (Title 24, Part 11) 

The California Green Building Standards Code, which is Part 11 of Title 24, is 
commonly referred to as the CALGreen Code.  The CALGreen Code stipulates maximum 
allowable light levels, efficiency requirements for lighting, miscellaneous control 
requirements, and light trespass requirements for electric lighting and daylighting.  
Paragraph 5.1106.8, Light Pollution Reduction, specifies that all non-residential outdoor 
lighting must comply with the following: 

 The minimum requirements in the California Energy Code (CEC) for Lighting 
Zones 1–4 as defined in Chapter 10 of the California Administrative Code; and 

 Backlight, Uplight and Glare (BUG) ratings as defined in the Illuminating 
Engineering Society of North America’s Technical Memorandum on Luminaire 
Classification Systems for Outdoor Luminaires (IESNA TM-15-07); and 

                                            
1  California Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping System, www.dot.ca.gov/hq/

LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/, accessed on August 8, 2016. 
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 Allowable BUG ratings not exceeding those shown in Table A5.106.8 in  
Section 5.106.8 of the CALGreen Code; or 

 Comply with a local ordinance lawfully enacted pursuant to Section 101.7, 
whichever is more stringent. 

All urban areas within California, including the South Campus, are designated 
Lighting Zone 3 as default under the CEC, which limits the Light Trespass to 8 lux or 0.74 
foot-candle.  As discussed below, the City of Pasadena does not have specific limitations 
with regard to light trespass.  As such, the analysis of potential light trespass associated 
with the proposed digital gallery at the South Campus uses the CEC nighttime lighting 
trespass limitation of 0.74 foot-candle as the significance threshold for determining 
potential impacts.   

(2)  Local 

A number of local plans, policies, and regulations related to visual character, views, 
lighting, and shading are applicable to the Project, including the Pasadena General Plan 
Land Use Element, Central District Specific Plan, South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, and 
Pasadena Zoning Code (Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code). 

(a)  City of Pasadena General Plan Land Use Element 

The City of Pasadena General Plan Land Use Element includes several policies 
related to aesthetics and visual quality, including urban form, sense of place, and art and 
culture.  The Land Use Element includes the following policies related to aesthetics and 
visual quality that are relevant to the Project: 

 Policy 4.10.  Architecture that Enhances.  Locate and design buildings to 
relate to and frame major public streets, open spaces, and cityscape.  New 
development at intersections should consider any number of corner treatments, 
and should balance safety and accessibility concerns with the vision of the area 
and the need for buildings to engage the street and create a distinct urban edge. 

 Policy 4.11.  Development that is Compatible.  Require that development 
demonstrates a contextual relationship with neighboring structures and sites 
addressing such elements as building scale, massing, orientation, setbacks, 
buffering, the arrangement of shared and private open spaces, visibility, privacy, 
automobile and truck access, impacts of noise and lighting, landscape quality, 
infrastructure, and aesthetics. 

 Policy 4.12.  Transition in Scale.  Require that the scale and massing of new 
development in higher-density centers and corridors provide appropriate 
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transitions in building height and bulk and are sensitive to the physical and visual 
character of adjoining lower-density neighborhoods. 

 Policy 6.1.  Sense of Place and History.  Require new development and 
changes to existing development to be located and designed to respect the 
defining elements of Pasadena’s character and history such as its grid street 
pattern, block scale, public realm, courtyards, paseos, alleys, neighborhoods and 
districts, building massing and heights, significant architecture, and relationship 
to the mountains and Arroyo Seco. 

 Policy 6.4.  View Sheds.  Recognize and protect significant views of the San 
Gabriel Mountains, the Arroyo Seco, open spaces along with views of significant 
structures, such as the City Hall cupola, Central Library, and the Civic 
Auditorium. 

 Policy 7.1.  Architectural Quality.  Design each building as a high-quality, long 
term addition to the City’s urban fabric; exterior design and buildings material 
shall exhibit permanence and quality, minimize maintenance concerns, and 
extend the life of the building. 

 Policy 7.2.  Architectural Diversity & Creativity.  Allow for the development of 
a diversity of buildings styles. Support innovative and creative design solutions to 
issues related to context and environmental sustainability. 

 Policy 7.3.  Compatibility.  Require that new and adaptively re-used buildings 
are designed to respect and complement the defining built form, massing, scale, 
modulation, and architectural detailing of their contextual setting. 

 Policy 9.3.  Gateway Improvements.  Incorporate works of artists as 
components of public improvements at the City’s unique gateways. 

(b)  Central District Specific Plan 

The Central District Specific Plan, which applies to the parcels along Arroyo 
Parkway (i.e., 1111 Building and 1101 Building site), was adopted by the City Council in 
November 2004.  It provides a useful bridge between the goals and policies of the General 
Plan and individual development projects within the Specific Plan area. 

The Central District Specific Plan addresses development in Pasadena’s urban core.  
The Central District Specific Plan guides a diverse mix of land uses designed to create the 
primary business, financial, retailing, and government center of the City.  The Central 
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District Specific Plan establishes objectives, policies, and design guidelines, including 
those for the public realm and private realm, as further described below.2 

(i)  Public Realm Design Guidelines 

The Public Realm Design Guidelines describe general principles and criteria for the 
design of the Central District Specific Plan area, consistent with its urban character.  The 
Public Realm Design Guidelines related to community character include the promotion of 
compact development patterns; focusing of activity on public spaces; increasing physical 
connectivity; protection of view corridors; recycling of existing buildings and landscapes; 
promotion of sensitive infill projects; transition to residential neighborhoods; and 
incorporation of civic art. 

Those guidelines related the street environment include the creation of multi-
purpose streets; minimization of pedestrian conflicts; protection of and provision of shade 
to pedestrians; planting and maintenance of street trees; provision of ample street furniture; 
inclusion of pedestrian-scaled lights; and assistance related to visitor orientation. 

(ii)  Private Realm Design Guidelines 

The Private Realm Design Guidelines are grouped into three categories:  Site 
Planning, Building Design, and Urban Residential.  The Site Planning guidelines outline an 
integrated approach to site planning that encourages individual developments to include 
design features that contribute to a coherent sense of the whole Central District.  These 
design features include, but are not limited to, enhancement of public space, provision of 
site plazas and courtyards, location of parking toward the interior of a block or underground 
and away from the street frontage, and screening of utilities and mechanical equipment 
from public view. 

The Building Design guidelines provide recommended design features to ensure 
quality building design that is reflective of and compatible with the surrounding urban fabric.  
Examples of such design features include utilization of building elements, materials, and 
styles that respect historic surroundings; implementation of architectural features, such as 
façade articulation, that break down the scale and massing of larger buildings; use of 
façade rhythms and patterns to create visual harmony; accommodation of public use at the 
ground floor; demarcation of building entrances; enhancement of the pedestrian experience 
through the use of visual details that add interest and provision of a human-scale design; 

                                            
2  City of Pasadena Planning & Development Department, Central District Specific Plan, adopted by the City 

Council on November 8, 2004. 
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utilization of roof forms to complement the building composition; and avoidance of large, 
monolithic parking structures. 

The Urban Residential guidelines recognize the unique design considerations that 
apply to residential uses in urban settings.  Examples of recommended design features 
include minimization of setbacks and placement of visual interest on the street with 
maintenance of privacy for residential uses; creation of appealing street scenes through 
building articulation, architectural enhancements, and fenestration; incorporation of 
functional communal spaces; and location of parking away from the street. 

(c)  South Fair Oaks Specific Plan 

The South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, which applies to the parcels along Raymond 
Avenue (i.e., 870, 888, 950, and 988 Parcels), was adopted by the City in April 1998.  The 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan has envisioned new development of design integrity that 
builds on the variety inherent in the area to create visual vitality.3 

Similar to the Central District Specific Plan, the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan 
established development standards and design guidelines to implement its vision in the 
form of urban design framework plans addressing both the public and private realms.  The 
primary objectives of the Public Realm Urban Design Framework Plan that are relevant to 
the Project include the following: 

1. Improve area identity, image, use, and safety through: 

– Improvements to the appearance and use of the existing street grid. 

– Creation of an aesthetically pleasing pedestrian network and public places. 

– Creation of a district focused around Fillmore Street and the [proposed]4 
Fillmore Light Rail Station. 

– Provision of the human-scale features, such as landscape and streetscape. 

2. Utilize development standards and design guidelines to enhance and maintain 
the quality of the area. 

                                            
3  City of Pasadena, South Fair Oaks Specific Plan, adopted in April 1998. 
4  The Fillmore Station has been developed as part of the Metro Gold Line, which started operation in July 

2003. 
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The primary objectives of the Private Realm Urban Design Framework Plan that are 
relevant to the Project include the following: 

1. Improve area identity and image through private property development, 
rehabilitation, adaptive re-use, and other property enhancements. 

2. Integrate private development with district-wide public realm. 

3. Assure owners and tenants that the quality of the area will be enhanced and 
maintained. 

(d)  Pasadena Zoning Code (Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code) 

The Pasadena Zoning Code comprises Title 17 of the Pasadena Municipal Code 
(PMC).  The purpose of the Pasadena Zoning Code is to protect and promote the public 
health, safety, and general welfare of the City’s residents, visitors, and working population. 

(i)  Lighting, Glare, and Illumination 

Lighting, such as streetlights and illuminated signs, is regulated by the PMC.  The 
regulations applicable to the Project include the following: 

 Section 17.40.080, Outdoor Lighting, regulates external lighting and lighting 
fixtures.  Specifically, all lighting shall be energy-efficient and shielded or 
recessed so that direct glare and reflections are confined to the maximum extent 
feasible within the boundaries of the site and shall be directed downward and 
away from adjoining properties and public rights-of-way.  No lighting on private 
property shall produce an illumination level greater than one foot-candle on any 
property within a residential zoning district, except on the site of the light source.  
In addition, no permanently installed lighting shall blink, flash, or be of unusually 
high intensity or brightness, as determined by the Zoning Administrator.  
Furthermore, all lighting fixtures shall be appropriate in scale, intensity, and 
height to the use they are serving. 

 Section 17.40.110, Reflective Surfaces, regulates the creation of a new source of 
substantial light or glare.  For new structures, mirror or highly reflective glass 
shall not cover more than 20 percent of a structure’s surface visible from a street. 

 Section 17.48.100, General Provisions for On-Premise Signs, regulates the 
appearance and lighting of commercial signs, requiring, among other provisions, 
that the artificial illumination of signs, either from an internal or external source, 
be designed to eliminate negative impacts on surrounding rights-of-way and 
properties. 
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 Section 17.48.110.D, Neon Signs and Architectural Lighting, limits the use of 
lighting for architectural accent. 

 Section 17.48.130.H, Prohibited Signs, prohibits signs that blink, flash, or move 
in any manner, have any portions that move, or have the appearance of moving, 
except for signs listed in the historic sign inventory, clocks, time and temperature 
displays, and public service signs.  Unique/creative signs can be allowed through 
the approval of a Master Sign Plan. 

 (ii)  Design Review 

Section 17.61.030 of the PMC requires review of the architectural design for new 
construction and exterior alterations in designated areas of the City and types and square 
footage of construction proposed.  The role of the design review process is to implement 
the City’s design goals and policies described above.  A portion of the South Campus is 
located within the Central District Design Review area.  Based on the Thresholds for 
Design Review set forth in Table 6-2 of Title 17 of the PMC, the Project is subject to Design 
Commission Review because it consists of new construction of over 5,000 square feet or 
more than ten residential units.  The remainder of the South Campus is also subject to the 
design review process based on the Thresholds for Design Review set forth in Table 6-3 of 
Title 17 of the PMC.  The Design Commission consists of a group of nine citizens 
appointed by the Mayor and City Council, and Design Commission Review takes place at a 
public hearing.  The Design Commission’s jurisdiction includes architecture, materials, 
scale, massing, color, lighting, landscaping, open space and other design concepts 
(Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 2, Chapter 2.80). 

Design Review of proposed Master Plans for the City of Pasadena occurs in three 
stages:  Preliminary Consultation, Advisory Review, and Design Review.  The first stage of 
Design Review for the Project, Preliminary Consultation, occurred at a public hearing held 
on February 3, 2015. 

b.  Existing Conditions 

(1)  Visual Character of the Area 

Views of the Hillside Campus and South Campus from several locations are 
presented in Figure IV.A-1 through Figure IV.A-12 on pages IV.A-10 through IV.A-21.  
Figure IV.A-13 on page IV.A-22 presents the view of the San Gabriel Mountains from 
Arroyo Parkway immediately to the east of the South Campus. 
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North Lot looking southeast towards the Ellwood Building1

North Lot looking north from the Ellwood Building2
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John.Osako
Rectangle

jeremy.buck
Typewritten Text
Page IV.A-12



Front view of the Sinclaire Pavilion looking south5

Eastern portion of the Sinclaire Pavilion looking southwest6

Figure IV.A-4
Views of the Sinclaire Pavilion

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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Front view of the South Building7

Rear view of the South Building8

Figure IV.A-5
Views of the South Building

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017; City of Palisades Planning and Community Planning Dept., 2016.
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South Lot looking southwest from the northeastern corner9

South Lot looking northeast across the lot10
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Figure IV.A-6
Views of the South Lot

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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Photo Location Map

(South Campus)

Source: Apple Maps, 2017; Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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1 1111 Building looking northwest from Arroyo Parkway and Glenarm Street

Parking Lot north of the 1111 Building and location of the 1101 Building2

Glenarm Street
Arroyo Parkway

Figure IV.A-8
Views of the 1111 Building and

Parking Lot to the North

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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View of the 988 Parcel looking across the lot from the southwestern corner3

View of the 988 Parcel looking north from Glenarm Street4

Glenarm Street

Figure IV.A-9
Views of the 988 Parcel

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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View looking southeast along Raymond Avenue5

View looking northeast along Raymond Avenue6
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Figure IV.A-10
Views of the 950 Parcel

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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View looking southeast from the northeastern corner of the lot7

View looking northeast along Raymond Avenue8

Rayond Avenue

Figure IV.A-11
Views of the 888 Parcel

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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View looking northeast along Raymond Avenue9

View looking north from the 888 Parcel10

Figure IV.A-12
Views of the 870 Building

Source: Eyestone Environmental, 2017.
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(a)  Hillside Campus 

The Hillside Campus is located in the San Rafael Hills, a hilly area between SR-2 and I-210 
in the northwestern portion of the city.  As shown in Figure IV.A-1 on page  
IV.A-10, the Hillside Campus is characterized by hilly, canyon terrain.  Approximately  
75 percent of the Hillside Campus is undeveloped.  The developed area consists of  
two large parking areas (North Lot and South Lot), a guest parking lot, and four buildings:  
the Annex Building, the Ellwood Building, the Sinclaire Pavilion, and the South Building. 

Figure IV.A-2 on page IV.A-11 presents views of the North Lot and the Annex 
Building.  The North Lot is fully paved and landscaped with shrubs and trees, primarily 
consisting of sweet gum, sycamore, Aleppo pine, and Canary Island Pine.  The Annex 
Building is located in the eastern portion of the North Lot.  There are hills situated to the 
north and southwest of the North lot. 

Figure IV.A-3 on page IV.A-12 presents views of MacMinn Drive by the Ellwood 
Building, as well as the guest parking lot and on-street parking on the west side of the 
Ellwood Building along MacMinn Drive.  MacMinn Drive is lined on both sides primarily with 
sycamore and pine trees.  Immediately to the southeast of the Ellwood Building is the 
Sinclaire Pavilion, which is an open plaza area that features a galvanized structural steel 
roof and corrugated metal panel, as shown in Figure IV.A-4 on page IV.A-13.  The Sinclaire 
Pavilion also includes a small open-air, amphitheater-type seating, as shown in the 
bottom view. 

Figure IV.A-5 on page IV.A-14 presents the front and rear views of the South 
Building.  As shown in the front view, there are pine trees to the north and south sides of 
the South Building.  The South Building, which is located on the western edge of the South 
Lot, is situated at the base of the hillside that frames the western and southern borders of 
the South Lot.  As shown in Figure IV.A-6 on page IV.A-15, rows of sycamore trees are 
found on the South Lot. 

(b)  South Campus 

The South Campus is located at the southern edge of the City, at a prominent entry 
point, or gateway, where SR-110 terminates at Glenarm Street and becomes Arroyo 
Parkway.  At this transition, freeway conditions become a local street with a landscaped 
median.  As depicted in Figure IV.A-7 on page IV.A-16, the South Campus is situated in a 
heavily urbanized portion of the City that is characterized by a wide range of uses, 
including commercial and light industrial uses; offices, medical, and institutional uses; and 
Pasadena Water and Power’s Broadway/Glenarm Power Plant, which is located to the 
south of the South Campus across Glenarm Street.  However, existing uses in this portion 
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of the City primarily consist of low-rise structures with a few mid-rise buildings at the South 
Campus and the Huntington Memorial Hospital campus. 

Figure IV.A-8 on page IV.A-17 presents views of the existing 1111 Building at the 
northwestern corner of Arroyo Parkway and Glenarm Street and the surface parking lot 
immediately to the north of the building.  At six stories in height, the 1111 Building is 
currently the tallest building on the South Campus and within its immediate vicinity.  As 
shown in the bottom view, the Glenarm Steam Plant Building and one of the steam 
generator stacks are shown in the background.  The steam generator stacks and cooling 
towers at the Glenarm Power Plant are readily visible from the surrounding areas, including 
the South Campus. 

Figure IV.A-9 on page IV.A-18 presents views of the 988 Parcel in the southwestern 
portion of the South Campus near Raymond Avenue and Glenarm Street.  The 988 Parcel 
is currently used as a surface parking lot with very limited landscaping (i.e., only a few 
carrotwood trees, one California pepper tree, one Chinese elm tree, and a small unpaved 
strip covered with grass and shrubs in the middle of the parking lot).  This parcel is 
bounded on three sides (i.e., Raymond Avenue, Glenarm Street, and the Metro Gold Line 
right-of-way) by a chain-link fence.  Segments of the chain-link fence have been lined with 
ornamental vines and bushes, such as bougainvillea. 

Figure IV.A-10 on page IV.A-19 presents views of the 950 Building in the western 
portion of the South Campus along Raymond Avenue.  This building comprises a former 
aircraft wind tunnel testing facility, which was constructed with thick street-front concrete 
walls.  The main entrance is provided on the southern end of the structure with the roof 
consisting of skylights and sculptural elements, as depicted in the bottom view. 

Figure IV.A-11 on page IV.A-20 presents views of the 888 Parcel, which is also 
located in the western portion of the South Campus along Raymond Avenue.  This parcel 
contains a one-story structure comprising shop space for ArtCenter, as well as surface and 
rooftop parking spaces.  This parcel is fully paved and devoid of any landscaping 
or vegetation. 

Figure IV.A-12 on page IV.A-21 presents views of the 870 Parcel, which is located in 
the northwestern portion of the South Campus along Raymond Avenue.  This parcel 
contains a two-story masonry building with a black exterior surface and a white interior.  
The western façade and a portion of the southern façade are landscaped with drought-
tolerant plants.  The southern portion of the parcel consists of surface parking. 
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(2)  Views 

(a)  Visual Resources 

According to the City’s General Plan EIR, visual resources are human-made or 
natural features that are appealing or add character to an area.  There are no defining 
criteria that designate a resource as a scenic resource; visual resources, as with aesthetics 
discussions in general, are subjective in nature.5 

(i)  Hillside Campus 

The Hillside Campus has limited visibility from the surrounding area due to a dense 
tree cover along the northern and eastern boundaries of the campus and the topography of 
the area that naturally blocks views from the west and south toward the Hillside Campus.  
However, there are intermittent views of the Hillside Campus from areas that are higher in 
elevation, particularly from the hillside to the north and northeast of the Hillside Campus.  
The Ellwood Building is the most prominent feature on the Hillside Campus, where visible.  
The Ellwood Building represents the Hillside Campus’s main building that comprises a 
steel-and-glass bridge structure spanning a ravine between two hills.  All materials on the 
exterior of the building are a uniform black.  In 2005, the Ellwood Building was designated 
as a City Historic Monument, as further described in Section IV.D, Cultural and Tribal 
Cultural Resources, of this Draft EIR. 

(ii)  South Campus 

A portion of SR-110 from the US-101 in downtown Los Angeles to Central Pasadena 
is the Arroyo Seco Parkway, which is designated a National Scenic Byway and a State 
Historic Parkway by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Caltrans, 
respectively.6  The South Campus is within the viewshed of Arroyo Seco Parkway, which is 
located along the eastern boundary of the South Campus.  Nevertheless, the South 
Campus does not contain scenic resources, such as rock outcroppings.  Similarly,  there 
are no scenic resources in the area immediately adjacent surrounding the South Campus. 

In addition, the most prominent visual resource from the vicinity of the South 
Campus is the San Gabriel Mountains located to the north.  Given the flat topography and 
urbanized nature of this area of the City, as described in Subsection 2.b.(1)(b) above, 

                                            
5  City of Pasadena, Pasadena General Plan Certified EIR, August 2015. 
6  U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, America’s Byways, Arroyo Seco 

Historic Parkway—Route 110, www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/10246, accessed on August 8, 2016; 
California Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping System, www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/, accessed on August 8, 2016. 



IV.A  Aesthetics 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
SCH No. 2016091009 October 2017 
 

Page IV.A-26 

  

northern views of the San Gabriel Mountains are primarily available from the surrounding 
north-south transportation corridors, including Arroyo Parkway and Raymond Avenue in the 
immediate vicinity of the South Campus. 

(3)  Light and Glare 

(a)  Lighting 

(i)  Hillside Campus 

Existing nighttime sources of illumination include streetlights along Lida Street for 
visibility and safety purposes, street lamps along MacMinn Drive and parking lighting at the 
North Lot and South Lot that are shielded to direct lighting downward, building security 
lighting, and lighting from automobile traffic.  The Hillside Campus is located in an area that 
is largely dark and surrounded primarily by undeveloped vegetated hillsides with some 
single-family residential uses.  Due to the topographic nature of the Hillside Campus, the 
presence of many mature trees on-campus and the immediately surrounding areas, and 
the type of lighting (i.e., shielded and directed downward) provided on the Hillside campus, 
the potential for spillover lighting is very low. 

(ii)  South Campus 

Unlike the Hillside Campus, the South Campus is located within a highly urbanized 
portion of the City, where street lights, traffic/rail track lights, and commercial signage 
lighting play a key role in the image and illumination of the area.  Given the urban context 
of the South Campus, which is located immediately adjacent to the northern terminus of 
SR-110 and along Arroyo Parkway and north of the Broadway/Glenarm Power Plant, 
existing ambient lighting levels are considered medium to high.  No light-sensitive uses, 
such as residences, are located in the immediate vicinity of the South Campus. 

(b)  Glare 

Daytime glare is generally associated with reflected sunlight from buildings with 
reflective surfaces, such as glass, shiny surfaces, metal, or other reflective materials. 

(i)  Hillside Campus 

As described above, the Hillside Campus is currently occupied by the two-story 
Annex Building that is constructed of wood, concrete, and steel; the two-story Ellwood 
Building that is constructed of steel and glass; the Sinclaire Pavilion that is constructed of 
galvanized steel, corrugated metal, and glass; and the South Building that is constructed of 
wood and concrete.  These materials have a low to moderate potential for creating daytime 
glare.  Daytime glare may emanate from the windows of the existing buildings and from the 
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sunlight reflecting off of parked vehicles at the Hillside Campus; however, due to the 
topographic nature of the Hillside Campus and the presence of many mature trees  
on-campus and the immediately surrounding areas, these glare sources are not 
considerable in the context of the existing environment. 

In the immediate vicinity of the Hillside Campus, the nearest off-site receptors that 
are considered sensitive relative to daytime glare and have views of the campus are the 
existing single-family residential uses located at a higher elevation from the hillside to the 
north and northeast of the Hillside Campus. 

(ii)  South Campus 

The existing buildings on the South Campus are constructed primarily of glass  
(1111 Building) and concrete (950, 888, and 870 Buildings).  Furthermore, the South 
Campus also consists of surface parking lots with minimal sources of glare, such as 
daytime glare emanating from sunlight reflecting off parked vehicles within the  
South Campus.  However, these glare sources are not considerable in the context of the 
urban environment. 

In the immediate Project vicinity, the nearest off-site receptors that are considered 
sensitive relative to glare and have views of the South Campus include existing multi-family 
residential uses to the east and single-family residential uses at a higher elevation from the 
hill to the southwest of the South Campus.  In addition, motorists traveling along roadways 
in the vicinity of the South Campus may be sensitive to daytime glare. 

(4)  Shading 

Shading from buildings and structures has the potential to block direct sunlight onto 
nearby land uses that are sensitive to the effects of shading.  Although shading is a 
common and expected quality in urban areas and considered a beneficial feature of the 
environment when it provides cover from excess sunlight and heat, it can have an adverse 
impact if the blockage interferes with sun-related activities and desired sunlight at shade-
sensitive uses.  Shadow effects depend on several factors, including the local topography, 
height and bulk of a project’s structural elements, sensitivity of adjacent land uses, season, 
and duration of shadow projection.  Typically shade-sensitive uses include all residential 
uses and routinely usable outdoor spaces associated with recreational or institutional uses 
(e.g., schools, convalescent homes); commercial uses, such as pedestrian-oriented 
outdoor spaces or restaurants with outdoor dining areas; nurseries; and existing solar 
collectors.  These uses are considered sensitive because sunlight is important to function, 
physical comfort, or commerce. 
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Shadows in the Northern Hemisphere fall to the west, northwest, north, northeast, 
and east, depending on the season and time of day.  No shade-sensitive uses are located 
in proximity to the Hillside Campus or South Campus to the west, northwest, north, 
northeast, and east.  Therefore, no further analysis of this issue is required. 

3.  Environmental Impacts 

a.  Methodology 

The assessment of aesthetic impacts involves a qualitative analysis that is inherently 
subjective in nature.  This evaluation considers the existing visual resources and focuses 
on the nature of the anticipated changes resulting from implementation of the Project.  In 
addition to the specific steps outlined in the following sections for visual character and 
views, several visits to the Hillside Campus and South Campus have been conducted.  
These site visits were used in conjunction with the following steps to evaluate the existing 
conditions at both campuses and their surrounding context, as well as how the Project 
could potentially change the visual character of the Project area and access to view 
resources. 

(1)  Visual Character and Quality 

Based on the goals and policies in the General Plan Land Use Element related to 
urban form, scale, viewsheds, and architectural compatibility (for both campuses) and the 
Central District and South Fair Oaks design guidelines (for the South Campus only), the 
analysis of visual character considers the visual quality of the areas immediately 
surrounding each campus and how the Project’s proposed changes to the existing on-site 
visual character relate to these existing aesthetic environments.  The analysis is based on 
the following steps: 

 Step 1:  Describe the massing and general scale of the Project’s proposed 
buildings.  Consider other factors, such as setbacks and open space.  The 
maximum building heights based on the proposed height zones are assumed in 
the evaluation. 

 Step 2:  Compare the expected appearance of each campus to the existing site 
appearance and character of adjacent uses and determine whether and/or to 
what extent a change of the visual character of the area could occur (considering 
factors, such as the proposed uses, density, height, building articulation, 
setbacks, signage, etc.). 

 Step 3:  Compare the Project to the standards within existing plans and policies 
which are applicable to the Project and each campus. 
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(2)  Views 

The analysis of views evaluates the changes to existing views of valued visual 
resources that may result from development of the Project.  The intent of the analysis is to 
determine if visual access to the valued view resources that are visible in the Project area 
would be blocked or diminished as a result of the Project.  In general, views are closely tied 
to topography and distance from a view resource.  The identification of available views 
within the vicinity of the Hillside Campus and South Campus was accomplished through 
field surveys, photographic documentation, and topographic analysis.  The analysis is 
based on the Project’s characteristics, particularly building heights, and an evaluation of 
simulated composite photographs showing existing and future conditions based on the 
Conceptual Site Plan at representative locations, as viewed from a range of distances and 
variety of directions relative to the Hillside Campus and South Campus. 

To determine whether a potential view impact would occur, a five-step process is 
used to weigh several considerations, as follows: 

 Step 1:  Define the valued view resources that could be affected by Project 
development. 

 Step 2:  Identify the potential obstruction of valued view resources as a result of 
development of the Hillside Campus and South Campus. 

 Step 3:  Evaluate whether a potential obstruction would substantially alter the 
valued view.  The “substantiality” of an alteration in valued views is somewhat 
subjective and dependent on many factors.  In this case, an obstruction in the 
view of a valued visual resource is considered substantial if it exhibits all of the 
following traits:  (1) the area viewed contains a valued visual resource; (2) the 
obstruction of the resource covers more than an incidental/small portion of the 
resource and eliminates views from multiple other vantage points; and (3) the 
obstruction would occur from a prominent public vantage point (such as a park) 
or across or through the Hillside Campus or South Campus. 

 Step 4:  Consider whether the Project includes design features that offset the 
potential alteration or loss of views of a particular valued visual resource. 

 Step 5:  Consider whether the view blockage is permanent, as viewed from a 
scenic vantage point; or whether the blockage would be of limited duration, such 
as when viewed from a moving vehicle or temporary blockages associated with 
construction activities. 

This process is aided by photographs across the Project Site toward the identified 
valued visual resources, as well as an evaluation of computer-generated photographs that 
simulate future conditions on-site based on a 3D model of the Conceptual Site Plan.  A 
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series of photo simulations of existing conditions and a corresponding simulated image of 
Project conditions, as viewed from a variety of locations representative of views of the 
Hillside Campus and South Campus from throughout the surrounding area is provided. 

(3)  Light and Glare 

The analysis of light and glare identifies the location of light-sensitive land uses and 
describes the existing ambient conditions on the Hillside Campus and South Campus and 
in the vicinity of each of the campuses.  The analysis describes the Project’s proposed light 
and glare sources and the extent that Project lighting, including illuminated signage, would 
spill off the campus sites onto adjacent light-sensitive areas.  The analysis also describes 
the affected street frontages, the direction in which the light would be focused, and the 
extent to which the Project would illuminate sensitive land uses.  The analysis also 
considers the potential for sunlight to reflect off of building surfaces (glare) and the extent 
to which such glare would interfere with the operation of motor vehicles or other activities. 

A Lighting Study was prepared by Frances Krahe and Associates (refer to  
Appendix B) to evaluate potential light trespass and nighttime glare impacts associated 
with the proposed digital gallery.  Light trespass is defined as the light that falls on a 
property but originates on an adjacent property and is measured in terms of illuminance 
(foot-candles or metric units lux).  Glare occurs when either the luminance is too high or the 
range of brightness in a visual field is too large.  Glare is evaluated by measuring the 
luminance (footlamberts or metric units candelas/m2) at the source of light. 

The Lighting Study utilized a software program to model the site context, and the 
digital gallery.  With regard to light trespass, the analysis evaluates the illuminance from the 
digital gallery at two residential receptors that represent the nearest light-sensitive uses.  
Glare associated with the digital gallery is analyzed by comparing the existing visible 
sources of luminance at the sensitive receptors with the luminance associated with the 
digital gallery. 

b.  Thresholds of Significance 

Based on Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Project would have a 
significant impact if it would: 

 Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista; 

 Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway; 
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 Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings; or 

 Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect 
day or nighttime views in the area. 

With regard to the question from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines related to 
scenic resources within a State scenic highway, as discussed in the Initial Study for the 
Project, neither campus is located within a State scenic highway; the only designated State 
scenic highway in the City is the Angeles Crest Highway (SR-2), which traverses the 
northernmost panhandle of the City that extends along the border of the Angeles National 
Forest and approximately 3.5 miles north of the Hillside Campus.  Both the Hillside and 
South Campuses are not within the viewshed of the Angeles Crest Highway and, thus, 
would have no impacts to a State scenic highway.  In addition, as discussed in Subsection 
2.b.(2)(ii) above, the South Campus is within the viewshed of Arroyo Seco Parkway, which 
is designated a National Scenic Byway and a State Historic Parkway by the FHWA and 
Caltrans, respectively, and is located along the eastern boundary of the South Campus.  
Nevertheless, the South Campus does not contain scenic resources, such as rock 
outcroppings.  Similarly, there are no scenic resources in the area immediately adjacent to 
the areas of the Hillside Campus and the South Campus that would be disturbed by the 
proposed development of the Master Plan.  Therefore, the impacts related to these topics 
would be less than significant.  No further investigation and analysis would be required for 
these issues. 

With regard to potential light trespass impacts associated with the proposed digital 
gallery at the South Campus, the analysis uses the CEC nighttime lighting trespass 
limitation of 0.74 foot-candle set forth by CALGreen as the significance threshold for 
determining potential impacts. 

c.  Project Design Features 

Specific to the South Campus, the following project design features are proposed 
during Project construction: 

Project Design Feature A-1: Temporary construction fencing will be placed along 
the periphery of the construction site to screen construction activity 
from view at the street level. 

Project Design Feature A-2: ArtCenter will ensure through appropriate postings 
and daily visual inspections that no unauthorized materials are 
posted on any temporary construction barriers or temporary 
pedestrian walkways that are accessible/visible to the public, and 
that such temporary barriers and walkways are maintained in a 
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visually attractive manner (i.e., free of trash, graffiti, peeling postings 
and of uniform paint color or graphic treatment) throughout the 
construction period. 

Project Design Feature A-3: Any outdoor lighting used during construction will be 
shielded such that the light source cannot be seen from the public 
right-of-way.  However, construction lighting shall not be so limited as 
to compromise the safety of construction workers. 

The following project design features are proposed with regard to aesthetics and 
visual quality: 

Project Design Feature A-4: New on-site utilities that may be required to serve 
the Project will be installed underground. 

Project Design Feature A-5: Mechanical, electrical, and roof top equipment, 
including Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) systems, 
as well as building appurtenances, will be integrated into the 
Project’s architectural design (e.g., placed behind parapet walls) and 
be screened from view from public rights-of-way. 

Project Design Feature A-6: Trash areas associated with the proposed buildings 
will be enclosed or otherwise screened from view from public rights-
of-way during Project operation. 

Project Design Feature A-7: Proposed lighting will include safety lighting; lighting 
to accentuate gathering spaces; vertical lighting to pedestrian routes 
to aid security surveillance; decorative lighting for landscaping, 
benches, and façades; and lighting to highlight art, gateways, and 
campus entrances.  General lighting design principles will be 
sensitive to environmental and economic issues associated with 
external lighting, such as using energy-efficient lighting.  Light will be 
placed where it is needed, limiting light pollution; site-wide controls, 
such as astronomical timeclocks and photocells, will switch off 
lighting when it is no longer in use.   

Project Design Feature A-8: Glass used in building façades will be anti-reflective 
or treated with an anti-reflective coating in order to minimize glare 
(e.g., minimize the use of glass with mirror coatings).  Consistent 
with applicable energy and building code requirements, including 
Section 140.3 of the California Energy Code as may be amended, 
glass with coatings required to meet the Energy Code requirements 
will be permitted. 

Project Design Feature A-9: The proposed buildings on the South Campus will be 
moderated by a high degree of articulation created by fenestration; 
variations in building planes and façade setbacks and projections; 
and a variety of surface materials. 
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Project Design Feature A-10: A digital gallery that displays images representing a 
wide array of artwork and conceptual designs would be located on 
the façade of the 1111 Building at the northeastern corner and 
southwestern corner of the building with a total of 8,000 square feet 
in screen area.  Images may include character animation, storybook 
illustrations, photographic portraits, short film clips, traditional fine art, 
motion graphics, multimodal transportation design systems, and 
wearable technology.  The digital gallery will have a change-rate of 
no less than 6 seconds.  Nighttime luminance from the proposed 
digital gallery will not exceed 400 candelas per square meter (cd/m2).  

d.  Analysis of Project Impacts 

Impact A-1:  The Project would introduce new structures, primarily to the South 
Campus; however, it would not substantially affect a scenic vista and the overall 
visual character and quality of the area. 

(1)  Construction 

Construction activities generally cause a contrast to and disruption in the general 
order and aesthetic character of an area.  Although temporary in nature, construction 
activities may cause a visually unappealing quality in a community. 

(a)  Hillside Campus 

As described above, the Hillside Campus has limited visibility from the surrounding 
area due to a dense tree cover along the northern and eastern boundaries of the campus 
and the topography of the area that naturally blocks views from the west and south toward 
the Hillside Campus.  However, there are intermittent views of the Hillside Campus from 
areas that are higher in elevation, particularly from the hillside to the north and northeast of 
the Hillside Campus approximately 0.4 mile away.  Nevertheless, the proposed 
improvements within the Hillside Campus are limited to renovations and additions to 
existing buildings, installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar cells and canopies at the North Lot 
and South Lot, and modifications to campus access.  These improvements would not be 
visible from adjacent public rights-of-way, such as Lida Street, or from the immediately 
adjacent residential area to the north (i.e., along Pegfair Estates Drive).  Accordingly, 
construction activities would not be visible to motorists on adjacent streets.  In addition, 
these improvements would not be visually perceptible from those private residences 
located 0.4 mile to the north and northeast of the campus.  Therefore, during construction 
activities, no scenic vistas would be affected. 
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(b)  South Campus 

During construction activities within the South Campus, the visual appearance of the 
South Campus would be altered due to the removal of existing surface parking lots north of the 
1111 Building and at the 988 and 888 parcels, as well as the removal of the one-story structure 
on the 888 Parcel.  Other construction activities, including site preparation, grading, and 
excavation; the staging of construction equipment and materials; and the construction of the 
building foundations and proposed structures, would also alter the visual character and quality 
of the South Campus and adjacent roadways.  These construction activities would be visible to 
pedestrians and motorists on adjacent streets and Metro Gold Line riders, as well as to viewers 
within nearby buildings.  However, the appearance of the South Campus during construction 
would be typical of construction sites in urban areas.  Furthermore, construction activities 
would be temporary in nature, and the visual impacts associated with construction activities 
would cease upon the completion of the construction phase of the Project. 

Overall, while construction would alter the visual appearance of the South Campus and 
its immediate vicinity on a temporary basis, Project construction activities would not 
substantially alter or degrade the existing visual character and quality of the South Campus 
and its surroundings or introduce elements that generate substantial long-term contrast with or 
substantially detract from the visual character of the surrounding area for the following 
reasons:  (1) views of construction activities would be limited in duration and location; (2) the 
site appearance would be typical of construction sites in urban areas; (3) construction would 
occur within an urban setting with a high level of human activity and development; and (4) 
impacts would be reduced through standard best management practices (BMPs) implemented 
during the construction period.  In addition, the Project would include the installation of 
temporary construction fencing along the periphery of the South Campus to screen much of 
the construction activity from view at the street level, as provided in Project Design  
Feature A-1.  Furthermore, as set forth in Project Design Feature A-2, any pedestrian 
walkways and construction fencing accessible to the public would be monitored for graffiti 
removal throughout the construction period.  Therefore, aesthetics impacts associated with 
construction of the Project would be less than significant. 

(2)  Operation 

To supplement the analysis of operational impacts related to scenic vistas and 
views, visual simulations of the Project at the Hillside Campus and South Campus were 
prepared and are presented in Figure IV.A-14 through Figure IV.A-19 on pages IV.A-35 
through IV.A-40.  The visual simulations are based on the conceptual plans for the Hillside 
Campus and an architectural 3-D digital model of the South Campus and are intended to 
generally depict the Project’s building heights and massing relevant to the assessment of 
aesthetic impacts.  Each figure presented below also contains a corresponding photograph 
showing the existing view for comparison. 
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Figure IV.A-14
Existing and Proposed Views—Hillside Campus

Looking Southeast along St. Katherine Drive

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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Figure IV.A-15
Existing and Proposed Views—South Campus

Looking Northeast from Grace Terrace

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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Figure IV.A-16
Existing and Proposed Views—South Campus

988 Building Looking Northeast from
Raymond Avenue and Glenarm Street

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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Figure IV.A-17
Existing and Proposed Views—South Campus

888 and 988 Buildings Looking South
along Raymond Avenue

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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Figure IV.A-18
Existing and Proposed Views—South Campus

1111 and 988 Buildings Looking Northwest from SR-110

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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Figure IV.A-19
Existing and Proposed Views—South Campus

1111, 1101, and 988 Buildings
Looking Northwest from SR-110

Source: Visionscape Imagery, 2017.
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(a)  Hillside Campus 

Due to the limited visibility of the Hillside Campus from the surrounding area, only 
one view from the hillside to the north was available for visual simulation.  This view is 
shown in Figure IV.A-14 on page IV.A-35 at a location along St. Katherine Drive, 
approximately 0.5 mile north of the Hillside Campus at an elevation that is 400 feet higher 
than the Hillside Campus.  As shown in the figure, the topography of the area and the 
dense vegetation naturally block most views of the Hillside Campus from the surrounding 
residential areas.  When compared to existing conditions, the proposed improvements 
within the Hillside Campus do not result in a perceptible change in views of the Hillside 
Campus or the background, including, but not limited to, Scholl Canyon and the Los 
Angeles Basin in the horizon.  Some of the proposed PV panels and canopies at the North 
Lot and South Lot may be minimally visible, but all other proposed improvements, including 
the enclosure of the Sinclaire Pavilion, the expansion of the South Building, and 
modifications to the Hillside Campus entrance and circulation, would not be visible from the 
surrounding area.  Although the installation of the proposed PV panels and canopies at the 
North Lot and South Lot may alter the visual character of the Hillside Campus by replacing 
parking lot trees, this change in visual character would be internal to the Hillside Campus 
and would not be visible from any public right-of-way.  Therefore, impacts to a scenic vista 
or the visual character or visual quality of the community as a result of the proposed 
improvements at the Hillside Campus would be less than significant. 

(b)  South Campus 

Five visual simulations were prepared for the South Campus.  These vantage points 
were selected primarily based on the availability of public views that contain the South 
Campus in conjunction with views of the San Gabriel Mountains to the north.  The 
discussion below summarizes the principal characteristics of each public view selected for 
the South Campus. 

Figure IV.A-15 on page IV.A-36 presents the existing view and the Project view from 
a location to the southwest (along Grace Terrace) that is approximately 45 feet higher than 
the South Campus.  This view was selected to represent a public view of the southwestern 
portion of South Campus, where the 988 Building would be developed, and of the the San 
Gabriel Mountains from a residential area.  Under existing conditions, the foreground view 
is dominated by roof tops of the residential, commercial, and industrial uses, as well as 
overhead utility lines, in the Project area.  The Glenarm Steam Plant Building is prominent 
in the middle-ground, with the ridge of the San Gabriel Mountains in the background.  With 
implementation of the Project, a small portion of the ridge behind the Glenarm Steam Plant 
Building would be obstructed by the 988 Building.  However, while distant views of the San 
Gabriel Mountains would be partially blocked, a substantial portion of the view would 
remain unchanged from other public rights-of way to the north, east, and west of the South 
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Campus due to the already dense urban development with low- and mid-rise structures in 
the vicinity of the South Campus. 

Figure IV.A-16 on page IV.A-37 presents the existing view and the Project view from 
the southwestern corner of the intersection of Raymond Avenue and Glenarm Street.  This 
view was selected to represent the view of the South Campus, particularly of the 
southwestern portion where the 988 Building would be developed.  Under existing 
conditions, the South Campus is shown to be occupied by the six-story 1111 Building, 
surface parking lots, and several low-rise buildings along Raymond Avenue.  Very limited 
views of the San Gabriel Mountains are available in the background.  With implementation 
of the Project, the existing view of the South Campus from this vantage point would be 
replaced with a view of the southern and western elevations of the proposed 988 Building, 
which would be taller and have more massing than the existing 1111 Building and the low-
rise structures in the Project area, obstructing the limited views of the San Gabriel 
Mountains in the background.  However, while these limited views would be blocked, a 
substantial portion of the view would remain unchanged from other public rights-of-way to 
the north, east, and west of the South Campus, due to the already dense urban 
development with low- and mid-rise structures in the vicinity of the South Campus.  In 
addition, while not depicted in the simulated figure, the 988 Building would include 
architectural articulation, such as vertical and horizontal façade modulation (e.g., notched, 
recessed, or extruded façades) and other scale devices, to soften the increased height and 
massing from a visual standpoint, as required by the public and private realm design 
standards and guidelines established in the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan.  In addition, the 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan requires a building to have a zero-setback at a portion of 
street property lines, and as shown in the figure, the 988 Building would provide building 
mass along the Raymond Avenue front property line. 

Figure IV.A-17 on page IV.A-38 presents the existing view and Project view of the 
entire western portion of the South Campus along Raymond Avenue looking south.  
Although this view does not include a scenic or visual resource (i.e., San Gabriel 
Mountains), this view was selected to represent the view of the South Campus along 
Raymond Avenue at Project buildout.  Under existing conditions, the western portion of the 
South Campus is shown to be occupied by the 870 Building, which is the primary view 
shown in the figure, with the 950 Building in the far-ground.  With implementation of the 
Project, taller and higher density buildings (i.e., 888 and 988 Buildings) would be 
introduced to the South Campus.  This would be consistent with the City’s vision of 
accommodating higher-density development, including housing for students, in proximity to 
the Metro Gold Line Fillmore Station, as presented in the updated Pasadena General Plan 
Land Use Element.  As shown in the simulated figure, there are no existing important or 
prominent views that would be obscured by the proposed buildings.  Although the proposed 
buildings would exceed the height limit established for the South Campus, the Project 
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would comply with the other public and private realm design standards and guidelines 
established in the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan.  These design standards and guidelines 
would address issues, including, but not limited to, site layout, façade design, building 
massing and modulation, building fenestration, building materials and finishes, outdoor 
open space, landscaping, and streetscape.  In addition, Design Review of the Project 
would ensure the compatibility of the proposed buildings with existing and surrounding 
uses as it relates to architecture, materials, scale, massing, color, lighting, landscaping, 
open space, and other design concepts.   

Figure IV.A-18 on page IV.A-39 and Figure IV.A-19 on page IV.A-40 present the 
existing views and Project views of the southern portion of the South Campus along 
Glenarm Street and Arroyo Parkway looking northwest from SR-110.  Two vantage points 
were selected to represent the views of the southern portion of the South Campus, as seen 
from the designated national Scenic Byway and State Historic Parkway, and to show that 
motorists’ views of both the 1111 Building and the San Gabriel Mountains in the 
background are fleeting and limited to a short segment (i.e., while rounding the last curve) 
near the northern terminus of SR-110.  Figure IV.A-18 depicts the view while rounding the 
last curve, where a partial view of the San Gabriel Mountains in the background is 
available, and Figure IV.A-19 shows the view at the straightaway almost at the intersection 
of Glenarm Street and Arroyo Parkway, where views of the San Gabriel Mountains are 
generally obstructed by existing development.  However, while distant views of the San 
Gabriel Mountains would be partially blocked, a substantial portion of the view would 
remain unchanged from other public rights-of way to the north, east, and west of the South 
Campus due to the already dense urban development with low- and mid-rise structures in 
the vicinity of the South Campus.  As shown in Figure IV.A-13 on page IV.A-22, the view of 
the San Gabriel Mountains from Arroyo Parkway (at the northern terminus of SR-110, a 
designated national Scenic Byway and a State Historic Parkway) would not be substantially 
affected by the Project. 

As depicted in the visual simulations described above, long-range views (i.e., views 
presented in Figure IV.A-15 on page IV.A-36, Figure IV.A-18 on page IV.A-39, and Figure 
IV.A-19 on page IV.A-40) of the San Gabriel Mountains would not be substantially affected 
by Project development.  From these vantage points, distant views of the San Gabriel 
Mountains are already partially blocked by existing intervening buildings and landscaping.  
However, as discussed above, more important views of the San Gabriel Mountains, such 
as those available from Arroyo Parkway (see Figure IV.A-13) and other public rights-of-way 
to the north, east, and west of the South Campus would not be eliminated from multiple 
other vantage points and would remain unaffected by the Project.  Therefore, the Project 
would not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista, and impacts to valued views 
would be less than significant.  However, the introduction of the proposed buildings would 
result in changes to short-range views of the South Campus (see Figure IV.A-16 on page 
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IV.A-37 and Figure IV.A-17 on page IV.A-38).  Due to the height and massing of the 
proposed buildings, changes to short-range views, particularly along the immediately 
adjacent roadways (i.e., Raymond Avenue, Glenarm Street, and Arroyo Parkway), would 
be more substantial than changes to long-range views.  As shown in these figures, within 
short-range views from street-level vantage points adjacent to the South Campus, the 
proposed buildings would be highly visible and would be taller and have more massing 
than the existing 870 and 950 Buildings along Raymond Avenue and the existing 
1111 Building along Arroyo Parkway. 

The Project would alter the visual character of the South Campus by replacing 
portions of campus that currently contain a low-rise, low-density building at the 888 Parcel 
and surface lots with six new buildings that would be eight stories and extending up to  
100 feet in height.  Buildout of the Project would increase the height, density, and massing 
of on-site structures, as compared to existing conditions.  However, the change in scale 
would be moderated by a high degree of articulation created by fenestration; variations in 
building planes and façade setbacks and projections; and a variety of surface materials, as 
identified in Project Design Feature A-9 above.  These would be consistent with the 
requirements of the design standards and guidelines established in the South Fair Oaks 
Specific Plan for the proposed 988 and 888 Buildings along Raymond Avenue and the 
design standards and guidelines established in the Central District Specific Plan for the 
proposed 1101 Building along Arroyo Parkway to reduce the visual effect of the height and 
massing from public vantage points and provide a pedestrian scale adjacent to the 
public streets.  Furthermore, any street trees and private trees that may be affected would 
be trimmed and/or replaced, in accordance with the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance and 
adopted street tree plans.  Thus, possible alteration to the existing trees would not be 
detrimental to the visual quality or character of the immediate area. 

With specific regard to open space, the Project would create different scaled, open 
spaces to support a variety of uses to enhance the public and private realms as they would 
be readily accessed from street front nodes along Raymond Avenue.  The usable open 
spaces would occur throughout the South Campus and would be fully integrated into the 
campus rather than residual spaces that would be filled in after construction of the new 
buildings.  The primary open spaces that would be provided by the Project include the 
elevated Main Quad that would feature pedestrian paths, planted areas, seating areas, 
dining areas, and assembly areas in the southwestern portion of the South Campus, and 
the North Quad, which would comprise the podium level of the 888 Buildings and would 
feature a diversity of outdoor spaces for social interaction and relaxation, study tables, 
fitness areas, community gardens, dining terraces, lounging decks, and table games.  A 
portion of the North Quad would be accessible to the community and may evolve into an 
outdoor sculpture garden or a community garden, with informal spaces for students to 
make and display their artistic projects. 
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Although the proposed buildings would exceed the height limit established for the 
South Campus, the Project would be consistent with the height of the existing 1111 
Building and would also comply with other design standards and guidelines established in 
the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan and the Central District Specific Plan.  In addition, the 
Project would be required to undergo the City’s Design Review process to ensure the 
compability of the proposed buildings with existing and surrounding uses as it relates to 
architecture, materials, scale, massing, color, lighting, landscaping, open space and other 
design concepts.  Furthermore, with approval of the Master Plan and the requested 
discretionary actions and permits, the Project would be consistent with the new height limit 
established for the South Campus.  As such, the Project would not substantially detract 
from the visual character of the area.   

The Project would also include a digital gallery that displays images representing a 
wide array of artwork and conceptual designs associated with ArtCenter on the façade of 
the 1111 Building.  As set forth in Project Design Feature A-10, above, the proposed 8,000-
square-foot digital gallery would display a combination of colors, still images, animations, 
and videos, with a change-rate of no less than six seconds.  It would be located anywhere 
between the southeastern corner of the building and the northeastern corner of the 
building.  Images could include character animation, storybook illustrations, photographic 
portraits, short film clips, traditional fine art, motion graphics, multimodal transportation 
design systems, and wearable technology.  The digital gallery would be designed such that 
nighttime luminance would not exceed 400 candelas per square meter (cd/m2). 

As discussed under Impact A-2 below, the digital gallery would result in illuminance 
levels below the threshold of significance and, as such, would not present a source of 
nighttime glare/contrast at nearby residential properties.  With its primary orientation along 
Arroyo Parkway, the digital gallery would be clearly evident and visible from the terminus of 
the SR-110, Arroyo Parkway, and adjacent streets, such as Glenarm Street. 

Although atypical in Pasadena due to its size and digital nature, locating the digital 
gallery on the façade of the 1111 Building would not negatively impact the visual character 
or quality within this active portion of Pasadena that serves as a gateway to the City.  
Surrounding the South Campus on Arroyo Parkway are a mix of utilitarian buildings and 
uses, notably the Glenarm Power Plant, a vehicle service station, an advertising billboard, 
and the Los Angeles Cold Storage building to the immediate north.  This collection of 
disparate uses creates a varied aesthetic character of minimal quality with no defining 
attributes.  There are no notable visual resources in the Project area.  The South Campus 
is not within a historic district or landmark district, and there are no historic resources in the 
vicinity.  As such, the digital gallery would not be detrimental to the visual quality or 
character of the South Campus or surrounding area. 
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The digital gallery would be visible from the northeast from the rears of the upper 
floors of multi-family residences on the west side of Marengo Avenue approximately 370 
feet from the South Campus.  This is due to the higher elevation of Marengo Avenue 
compared to Arroyo Parkway.  However, due to the development on the east side of Arroyo 
Parkway, these views would be partially obscured and, given the lack a definable aesthetic 
character in the project vicinity, would not result in a significant impact. 

The digital gallery would support Policy 4.9 (Gateways) of City’s Land Use Element 
of the General Plan by defining a prominent entry point into Pasadena with a distinctive 
feature.  This policy specifically encourages light elements.  It would support Policy 37.4 
(South Fair Oaks Avenue) by adding to the visual variety to contribute to the distinctive 
characteristics of the area’s intended artistic, cultural, and creative businesses.  Therefore, 
the digital gallery would not negatively affect the architectural character of the surrounding 
area consistent with the long range vision of the General Plan for this area.  Any related 
impacts would be less than significant. 

Impact A-2:  The Project would generate additional light and glare in the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed improvements, particularly within South Campus.  However, 
the light and glare levels would be below the threshold of the City and applicable 
agencies’ requirements and regulations. 

(1)  Construction 

Lighting needed during Project nighttime construction, specifically as it relates to 
construction activities over and under the Metro right-of-way, has the potential to generate 
light spillover to off-site sensitive land uses in the vicinity of the construction sites.  
However, the proposed improvements within the Hillside Campus are limited to the 
demolition of the Annex Building, renovations and additions to existing buildings, 
installation of PV solar cells and canopies at the North Lot and South Lot, and modifications 
to campus access.  These improvements would not require nighttime construction. 

Construction-related illumination during nighttime hours, including construction 
activities over and under the Metro right-of-way, would be shielded and/or aimed so that no 
direct beam spills over outside of the campus property boundary, as described in Project 
Design Feature A-3 above.  As such, impacts to off-site sensitive uses from lighting 
sources associated with construction activities would be considered less than significant. 

Daytime glare associated with construction activities could potentially occur if 
reflective construction materials were positioned in highly visible locations where the 
reflection of sunlight could occur.  However, it is unlikely that this would occur given the fact 
that large, flat surfaces, like those needed to generate glare, are typically not associated 
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with construction activities.  Moreover, any glare produced during construction activities 
would be highly transitory and short-term, given the movement of construction equipment 
and materials within the construction site and the temporary nature of construction 
activities.  Furthermore, the Project would implement Project Design Feature A-3 above, 
which involves the shielding of construction-related light sources.  Therefore, impacts to off-
site sensitive uses from daytime and nighttime glare during construction would be 
considered less than significant. 

(2)  Operation 

(a)  Hillside Campus 

The proposed improvements within the Hillside Campus are limited to enclosure of 
the Sinclaire Pavilion, expansion of the South Building, installation of PV solar cells and 
canopies at the North Lot and South Lot, and modifications to campus access.  These 
improvements would not generate additional light sources.  While the topography of the 
area and the dense vegetation naturally block most views of the Hillside Campus, including 
those of the Sinclaire Pavilion, the South Building, and the campus entrance, from the 
surrounding residential areas, some of the PV panels and canopies at the North Lot and 
South Lot may be visible from areas that are higher in elevation, particularly from the 
hillside to the north and northeast of the Hillside Campus approximately 0.4 mile away.  
However, newer PV cells typically include anti-reflective materials to maximize absorption 
and minimize glare.  This often results in their reflectivity being lower than other nearby 
materials, such as glass or steel.7  Therefore, impacts related to light or glare as a result of 
the proposed improvements at the Hillside Campus would be less than significant. 

(b)  South Campus 

As described above, the South Campus is located within a highly urbanized portion 
of the City, where street lights, traffic/rail track lights, and commercial signage lighting play 
a key role in the image and illumination of the area.  Given the urban context of the South 
Campus, which is located immediately adjacent to the northern terminus of SR-110 and 
along Arroyo Parkway and north of the Broadway/Glenarm Power Plant, existing ambient 
lighting levels are considered medium to high.  All adjacent streets are well-lit.  Existing 
lighting within the South Campus itself includes interior lights from the existing buildings 
and exterior lights at the surface parking lot and surrounding streets.  Signage and building 
lighting are also sources of lighting within the South Campus. 

                                            
7  American Planning Association, “Planning and Zoning for Solar Energy Frequently Asked Questions,” 

www.planning.org/research/solar/faq.htm, accessed August 11, 2016. 
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The Project would include the development of new buildings, including student 
housing, which would increase the light emanating from the South Campus.  New sources 
of lighting that would be introduced to the South Campus include safety lighting; lighting to 
accentuate gathering spaces; vertical lighting to pedestrian routes to aid security 
surveillance; decorative lighting for landscaping, benches, and façades; and lighting to 
highlight art, gateways, and campus entrances.  Light would be placed where needed, 
limiting light pollution, and site-wide controls, such as astronomical timeclocks and 
photocells, would switch off lighting when no longer in use.  In addition, the Project will be 
reviewed by the Design Commission to ensure that overall Project lighting would comply 
with the lighting design guidelines set forth in the Central District Specific Plan and the 
South Fair Oaks Specific Plan.  Therefore, impacts from building and signage lighting 
associated with the Project would be less than significant. 

Daytime glare can result from sunlight reflecting from a shiny surface that would 
interfere with the performance of an off-site activity, such as the operation of a motor 
vehicle.  Motorists traveling along roadways in the Project vicinity are sensitive to daytime 
glare.  Reflective surfaces can be associated with window glass and polished surfaces, 
such as metallic trim.  Sun reflection can also occur with reflected light from parked 
vehicles.  In general, sun reflection that has the greatest potential to interfere with driving 
occurs from the lower stories of a structure.  Sun reflection from the Project would occur 
during periods in which the sun is low on the horizon and when the point of reflection within 
the Project is in front of the driver, in the direction of travel. 

Project development could affect glare conditions with the introduction of new 
buildings and signage at the South Campus.  The Project would be designed in a 
contemporary architectural style and would feature various surface materials.  At this time, 
it is not known the exact nature of the building materials that would be used for the Project; 
however, typical building materials include stucco, aluminum, glass, tile, and metal.  Of 
those materials, highly reflective or mirrored glass and metal have the greatest potential to 
generate glare by the reflection of sunlight or artificial light on these surfaces.  To address 
glare conditions, Project Design Feature A-8 requires that glass used in building façades 
shall be anti-reflective or treated with an anti-reflective coating in order to minimize glare.  
Thus, glare attributable to the Project would be controlled.  Furthermore, the selection of 
building materials for the Project would be subject to a design review process to ensure 
that building materials would not have the potential to produce a substantial degree 
of glare. 

In addition to building materials, Project-related vehicles also have the potential to 
produce glare when exposed to sun.  Under existing conditions, there are surface parking 
lots that contain vehicles that have the potential to produce glare.  However, the proposed 
parking at the South Campus would be subterranean, which would eliminate the reflection 



IV.A  Aesthetics 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
SCH No. 2016091009 October 2017 
 

Page IV.A-49 

  

potential from parked cars as viewed from surrounding areas and roadways during the day 
and night and would substantially reduce lighting levels from vehicle headlights during 
the night. 

As discussed in Section III. Project Description, of this Draft EIR, a digital gallery that 
displays images representing a wide array of artwork and conceptual designs would be 
located on the façade of the 1111 Building on the South Campus and would be 
implemented during Phase I.  As set forth in Project Design Feature A-10, above, the 
8,000-square-foot digital gallery would have a maximum nighttime luminance of 400 cd/m2.  
To evaluate potential illuminance (light trespass) and glare impacts associated with the 
digital gallery, a Lighting Study was prepared and is included in Appendix B of this Draft 
EIR.  Two receptor locations representing sensitive receptors were selected based on the 
potential for greater light intensity associated with the digital gallery and closer proximity to 
the South Campus.  These selected receptors are residential uses located at 969 S. 
Marengo Avenue on the west side of S. Marengo Avenue approximately 370 feet from the 
South Campus’ property line and at 1021 S. Marengo Avenue on the east side of S. 
Marengo Avenue approximately 540 feet from the South Campus’ property line.   

As shown in Table 1 of the Lighting Study, the maximum illuminance (light trespass) 
associated with the digital gallery at the sensitive receptors would be 0.70 foot-candle at 
Receptor Location 1 and 0.60 foot-candle at Receptor Location 2.  These illuminance levels 
would be below the 0.74 foot-candle threshold and would, therefore, be less than 
significant.   

With regard to nighttime glare/contrast, as described in detail in the Lighting Study, 
when assuming a worst-case condition in which the surface of the digital gallery is all white, 
the proposed digital sign would not present a source of glare at nearby residential 
properties.  Specifically, as set forth in the Lighting Study, the contrast ratio associated with 
the digital gallery to the existing ambient luminance would be a maximum of 26.7 to 1, 
which would be not would be considered significant.  In addition, during nighttime hours, 
the digital gallery would not exceed 500 footlamberts and would not introduce a new source 
of glare as defined by the California Vehicle Code.  Thus, potential impacts associated with 
nighttime glare/contrast would also be less than significant. 

Based on the above analysis, lighting and glare associated with Project operation 
would not substantially alter the character of off-site areas surrounding the South Campus 
and would not adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area.  Therefore, impacts from 
Project-related sources of artificial light and glare during Project operations at the South 
Campus would be less than significant. 



IV.A  Aesthetics 

City of Pasadena ArtCenter Master Plan 
SCH No. 2016091009 October 2017 
 

Page IV.A-50 

  

4.  Cumulative Impacts 

According to the discussion of aesthetic impacts presented in the 2015 Certified EIR 
for the Pasadena General Plan, development projects under the General Plan buildout are 
anticipated to occur largely in areas dominated by underutilized nonresidential uses and 
would be incremental and scattered.  In addition, it was further determined that although 
Pasadena is an urban and dense city, it is dominated by older, single-family residential 
neighborhoods where no land use changes are planned.  Accordingly, it was concluded 
that the overall visual appearance and character of those residential neighborhoods is 
expected to remain intact, and no major obstruction of scenic views are anticipated.8  
Furthermore, each development project under the General Plan buildout, as well as the 
Project, would be required to be consistent with the policies in the General Plan Update 
and applicable City specific plans and design guidelines, specifically the Central District 
Specific Plan and the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan for the Project to ensure land use 
compatibility and context-sensitive design. 

In addition, the City’s related projects list presented in Table IV-1 in Section IV, 
Environmental Impact Analysis, of this Draft EIR was reviewed for this cumulative analysis.  
No related projects are located near the Hillside Campus.  None of the related projects 
(also mapped in Figure IV-1 in Section IV, Environmental Impact Analysis, of this Draft EIR) 
within the same viewshed as the South Campus are large enough to contribute to the 
obstruction of the views of the San Gabriel Mountains.  Therefore, as with the Project, a 
substantial portion of the views of the San Gabriel Mountains from the viewshed of the 
South Campus would remain unchanged from other public rights-of-way to the north, east, 
and west of the South Campus due to the already dense urban development with low- and 
mid-rise structures in the area with implementation of the related projects located within the 
same viewshed.  The balance of the related projects and other development projects under 
the General Plan buildout would not cause significant cumulative visual impacts, as these 
developments are either not visible from the Project area due to distance and/or existing 
intervening development, or are located at such a distance so as not to figure prominently 
within views that include the South Campus.  As such, cumulative impacts related to visual 
character, visual quality, and scenic vistas would be less than significant. 

According to the discussion of light and glare impacts presented in the 2015 
Certified EIR for the Pasadena General Plan, development projects under the General Plan 
buildout would generate new sources of light and glare that could affect day or nighttime 
views in the City.  However, it was determined that most of the development projects would 
occur in areas that already feature buildings, parking, streets, and other light-generating 

                                            
8  City of Pasadena, Pasadena General Plan Certified EIR, August 2015. 
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land uses.  Therefore, it was concluded that additional light and glare resulting from 
implementation of development projects under the General Plan buildout would be 
incremental, rather than an expansion of the geographic range of impacts.  In addition, the 
Project and each of the development projects under the General Plan buildout would be 
required to adhere to design standards in the PMC and other regulations to ensure that 
light and glare new development would be minimized.  As such, cumulative impacts related 
to light and glare would be less than significant. 

5.  Mitigation Measures 

Project-level and cumulative impacts related to aesthetics, including scenic vistas, 
visual character, and visual quality, would be less than significant.  Therefore, no mitigation 
measures are required. 

6.  Level of Significance After Mitigation 

Project-level and cumulative impacts related to aesthetics, including scenic vistas, 
visual character, and visual quality, would be less than significant without mitigation. 

 




