
CITY OF PASADENA

Applicant Name:  The Artist Tree II, LLC

Reviewer:  Kami Miller

Date:  4/12/19

OVERALL SCORE
Maximum 

Points 

Points 

Awarded

Percent 

Score

1,575 1,444 91.68%

SECTION 1: QUALIFICATIONS OF OWNERS/ OPERATORS        750 710 94.67%

The owners currently own and operate five adult use retail storefronts in Los Angeles and Long Beach, including The 

Green Easy and Canto Diem, CCCN, MMD and MMD Long Beach.  All licenses were verified on the BCC website.  They 

have been owners of regulated cannabis businesses since 2018.

The three majority owners will serve as the Head of Operations, Head of Finance, and Head of Legal Compliance.  

They will participate in the day to day operations, as well as oversee the hiring of a General Manager, Head of 

Marketing, Head of Customer Relations, Purchasing Manager and Sales Manager.  The Head of Operations will have 

weekly meetings with the managers to ensure smooth operations.

GENERAL COMMENTS

The owners currently own and operate five adult use retail storefronts in Los Angeles and Long Beach, including The 

Green Easy and Canto Diem, CCCN, MMD and MMD Long Beach.  All licenses were verified on the BCC website.  They 

have been owners of regulated cannabis businesses since 2018. The owners have been involved in commercial 

cannabis businesses since 2009, including operating Baked Los Angeles and cannabis collectives prior to full 

legalization. Two of the majority owners are UCLA law school graduates and practicing attorneys. The application 

included a brief summary of operations at each of the five locations, including the history, community involvement, 

and awards received. The applicants also own and operate regulated manufacturing and cultivation businesses in L.A.

Experience

Cannabis Industry Knowledge

Ownership Team

The owners have been involved in commercial cannabis businesses since 2009, including operating Baked Los Angeles 

and cannabis collectives prior to full legalization. Two of the majority owners are UCLA law school graduates and 

practicing attorneys. The application included a brief summary of operations at each of the five locations, including 

the history, community involvement, and awards received. The applicants also own and operate regulated 

manufacturing and cultivation businesses in L.A.
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SECTION 2: BUSINESS PLAN  525 468 89.14%

The application included a comprehensive three page SOP that detailed the implementation of a track and trace 

system, reporting, loss of access, reconciliation, acceptance of shipments, destruction of cannabis goods, free 

giveaways and recalled products.

State Testing Requirements

The application included an SOP that indicated all requirements of state testing would be fulfilled.

Employee Training

The applicants' proposed employee training consists of a five day training program including reviewing all policies and 

procedures, security concerns & protocols, The World of Cannabis, and customer service training.

Funding/Proof of Capitalization

Proof of capitalization consisted of verifiable bank statements from Charles Schwab and Wells Fargo totaling almost 

  Additional bank statements that totaled approximately  were also provided.

Records Software

The applicants will utilize  for the electronic tracking and storing of sales transactions, reports, manifests, 

customer profiles, inventory management, employee time records, and marketing and promotional campaigns.  

.  The application included a four page SOP for Record Storage and Retention, as 

well as visual representations of the point of sale system.

Track-and-Trace

Standard Operating Procedures (SOP)

The subcategory was not addressed in the application however, other subcategories that required SOPS contained 

very detailed comprehensive SOPs. Additional training manuals were also discussed throughout the application.

Financial Plan

The financial plan includes startup estimates of  estimated labor costs for the first seven years, projected 

growth and revenue for seven years, and projected income statements for seven years.
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SECTION 3: NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY & ENHANCEMENT 150 134 89.33%

The applicants contracted with Brono Bondanelli, a LEED accredited architect to develop the space at 169 W. 

Colorado Blvd or another location if necessary.  The exterior of the wall will house original works of urban art, while 

the remainder of the exterior will feature a neutral color palette, eco friendly concrete and natural stone.  A visual 

representation was included.

Additional artwork will be displayed inside the business; the design will promote the City's goal of promoting 

environmental sustainability.  The store logo will be understated, and the design concept will enhance the existing 

building to match the overall urban design of Old Pasadena. Visual representations were included.

 

 

 

The applicants will use a series of plenums that cover the entire ceiling and provide air exchanges at the rate of one 

room volume every five minutes.  HEPA filters and carbon filters will also be used. A diagram of the odor 

control/mitigation equipment was provided.

Exterior Design Concept

The application included several methods of educating consumers, including types of cannabis, effects of cannabis 

strains, cannabis cultivation and manufacturing, dosage recommendations, side effects and risks, interactions with 

other substances, substance abuse prevention, and cannabis laws. The applicants will educate consumers during one 

on one counseling, on-site seminars, and a website/app education portal.

Marketing

The marketing plan included a marketing analysis, market size and trends, compliance, and identified several digital 

marketing channels.  The applicants will also employ an online ordering system .  Visual representations were 

included.

Community Benefits

Applicants will provide employment to disadvantaged groups, including minorities, low income and those most 

harmed by cannabis criminalization.  Employee benefits included.  The applicants will continue to volunteer with Food 

Forward and Friends in Deed.  A three page community calendar was included to provide an overview of 

organizations they will partner with. The applicants will also engage other local businesses through neighborhood 

outreach.

Air Quality/Odor Control

Design Concept Integration

Integration of Security Measures

Customer Education
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SECTION 4: SECURITY PLAN 150 132 88.00%

 

 

 

 

The applicants will employ , and  

 During business hours,  and  

The plan for video camera surveillance appeared to meet all state requirements with respect to camera specs, data 

retention and coverage provided.  A security diagram with camera placement was provided,  

The applicants will employ an armored car service for cash pickups and deposits.

Security Guards

Video Camera Surveillance

Armored Vehicle

Product Access Protocols

Product Deliveries

The applicants have contracted with Terry Blevins of Armaplex Security to produce a security plan for this application.  

No delivery driver security info was included.

The applicants will require background checks for all employees, owners, managers, and volunteers.

As part of the applicants' employee training program, they will train employees using an Operations and Security 

Policy and Procedure Manual. The application detailed a comprehensive list of training topics that included all safety 

and security topics.

The applicants will utilize an  to reduce employee theft.   

 

 

The applicants will attempt to minimize cash transactions with licensed distributors and maintain a  in 

each cash drawer.  When the limit is reached, the cash will be counted by a manager and  

Security Experience

Background Checks

Employee Safety Education

Employee Theft Reduction Measures

Cash Management Plan
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The Artist Tree 1Retailer

Proprietary & Confidential Information of Adamant Law Group, PC & The Artist Tree II, LLC. Not for Publication.

Cover Letter

January 29, 2019

Dear Members of the Pasadena Application Committee, 

Ten years ago, I met Mitch Kahan through his brother, Avi Kahan, a friend from law school. At the time, 
I was working as a corporate attorney and looking for a new career path. I could never have foreseen 
that Mitch would lead me on a wild adventure into the cannabis industry, culminating in this application. 
Outside my hours at the law firm, I immersed myself in my true passion - baking. I tested dozens of 
recipes, created the perfect cookie menu and devised a business plan for an artisan cookie shop. I 
was on my way to starting my own bakery, without any thought of Los Angeles’s burgeoning medical 
marijuana scene. I left corporate law and focused on starting my bakery. Then came Mitch. 

Mitch and Avi owned The Green Easy, a medical cannabis dispensary in Los Angeles. I had never been 
to a dispensary, but I had made my fair share of pot brownies. Mitch was looking for new products and 
asked if I could make edibles for his dispensary. Edible options were scarce at the time and not nearly 
as attractive or delicious as a gourmet cookie. Mitch was having trouble with his suppliers, who were 
often unreliable and made inconsistent products. Mitch and Avi wanted to offer better products to their 
patients and knew I loved to bake. Why not try my hand at edibles?

Supplying to The Green Easy turned into making edibles for more and more dispensaries over the years. 
Mitch’s idea turned into my new career as head of sales and operations at Baked Los Angeles, a local 
edible company. I developed recipes for a wide array of cannabis infused sweets. I blinked and all of a 
sudden I was a cannabis entrepreneur, riding the waves of California’s ever changing cannabis scene.  

Along the way, Mitch and Avi became co-owners of four more Southern California licensed dispensaries: 
Canto Diem, MMD, CCCN, and MMD Long Beach. Mitch and Avi succeeded in attracting patients by 
building dispensaries a notch above others in the area. Unlike their competitors, Mitch and Avi created 
boutique stores with stylish decor, outstanding customer service, and a vast selection of product offerings. 

Then came recreational cannabis. With the passage of The Adult Use of Marijuana Act, California 
was finally ready to fully embrace cannabis! We consulted with lawyers, became experts on the new 
regulations and worked furiously to bring our existing businesses into the adult-use era. Mitch and Avi’s 
dispensaries had priority status in Los Angeles and Long Beach, and they quickly obtained licenses for 
adult use and medical use cannabis retail. I worked with Baked to bring it into compliance with the new 
regulations and to obtain a cannabis manufacturing license. In mid 2018, I left Baked to work exclusively 
with Mitch and Avi, handling legal compliance for their stores and helping them obtain licenses for new 
cannabis businesses.
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Cover Letter

The Artist Tree West Hollywood
In 2018, Avi, Mitch and I formed The Artist Tree to create new, licensed adult use cannabis businesses in 
Southern California. In May 2018, we applied for retail, consumption lounge, and delivery licenses in West 
Hollywood. We developed extensive architectural, business, and security plans, designing unique retail and 
lounge concepts artfully tailored to West Hollywood’s community. We faced fierce competition from large, 
multi-state cannabis companies and hospitality groups. Out of over 300 total applications, West Hollywood 
selected The Artist Tree as the only recipient of all five license types: (1) adult use retail; (2) medical use 
retail; (3) smoking consumption lounge; (4) edible consumption lounge; and (5) delivery service. The Artist 
Tree achieved the top score in four out of the five categories, and second place in the fifth category. 

We are extremely honored to have the opportunity to build one of California’s first consumption lounges 
and a new retail space in West Hollywood. We are working with the City of West Hollywood and our 
building team to develop our 10,300 square foot location on Santa Monica Boulevard, in the heart of 
WeHo. We plan to open our retail store, edible lounge, and smoking lounge in late 2019.

The Artist Tree Pasadena
We were thrilled when we learned that Pasadena is also issuing retail cannabis business licenses. As 
Los Angeles natives and graduates of UCLA and USC, Avi, Mitch and I have spent lots of time exploring 
Pasadena, including many hours rallying at the Rose Bowl. We feel that the city is the ideal venue for The 
Artist Tree’s newest location. As a store focused on enhancing the local arts culture, benefiting nearby 
charitable organizations and providing a highly educational customer experience, The Artist Tree melds 
perfectly with Pasadena’s culture and demographic.

The Artist Tree is an immersive experience, a one-of-a-kind destination for cannabis learning, art, and 
shopping. Instead of a lackluster, shabby dispensary of days past, we designed a sleek and inviting 
space that just happens to sell joints. Instead of a sales driven cannabis retail store, we designed 
a museum and art gallery that just happens to sell eighths. Instead of a boring delivery service, we 
created a user friendly online ordering system where consumers can learn about local concerts and 
events and, coincidentally, marijuana.  

Our motto is “Enhancing the Art Experience.” The Artist Tree allows customers to open their minds and 
hearts to the City’s incredible artistry. Let’s be blunt, cannabis makes concerts, museums, and pretty much 
everything more fun. Our goal is to help consumers enhance their perception of music and art, whether 
at The Artist Tree or in one of Pasadena’s many galleries, outdoor spaces, museums, or performance 
venues. Within our application, you will see detailed business, neighborhood compatibility, and security 
plans as well as architectural designs. We have based all of these on our currently operating, licensed 
retail locations, implementing proven strategies and industry best practices, while also adapting our 
business to the unique needs of Pasadena.

Focus on Arts and Education
There are hundreds of cannabis stores in the Los Angeles area. Why does Pasadena need The Artist 
Tree? Because our cannabis retail store is an art exhibit. The focal point of our design is our innovative 
Cannabis Learning Center (CLC). The CLC is a cannabis museum and art gallery, showcasing works of 
local artists paired with fun cannabis memorabilia and informational displays. The CLC will educate 
consumers on all aspects of cannabis. Exhibits will rotate regularly so that there is always something 
new to discover. The Artist Tree retail location is novel yet permanently relevant, providing something 
Pasadena’s residents and tourists have never seen before.  
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Cover Letter

Integrated Delivery Service
Our delivery business is designed to compliment our retail location, providing a full customer service 
experience for those who prefer to get their cannabis delivered. The Artist Tree’s website has a user 
friendly ordering platform that promotes local performers and artists, featuring a new artist each month. 

Architectural Design
Mitch, Avi, and I don’t want our Pasadena store to stand out just because it sells cannabis. We want it 
to stand out because it is recognizable and stunning. We worked with Bruno Bondanelli, a licensed and 
LEED accredited architect, to create the perfect layout for our location. Both our façade and interior are 
understated, eco friendly, elegant, and designed to integrate beautifully into Pasadena’s urban fabric. 
Our CLC provides an intriguing and peaceful entryway into our building. Our interior incorporates a 
skylight and large windows to allow in natural light. Our design also includes several green design 
elements, such as solar panels, recycled materials, eco friendly concrete, and natural stone.

Security
Working with Armaplex, a security company specializing in cannabis businesses, we devised a security 
plan  

 
 

Connection to Pasadena
Avi, Mitch and I will leverage The Artist Tree’s financial resources and team member talent to benefit the 
Pasadena community. Specifically, we will offer a free Teach-and-Train program to give potential Artist 
Tree team members an opportunity to learn about cannabis and our company prior to applying for a 
position. We are partnering with Friends in Deed to host food drives benefitting low income Pasadena 
residents. We are also promoting businesses in the community by offering same day discounts to all 
patrons of The Artist Tree who show proof of attending a performance, art exhibit or museum; staying at 
a hotel; or dining at a restaurant within Pasadena.

For the Love of Cannabis 
Mitch, Avi and I have developed long term relationships with numerous cannabis professionals, distributors, 
cultivators and manufacturers. We have experience building sophisticated and profitable cannabis retail 
stores from the ground up. We are experts in cannabis regulations and legal compliance. In addition to 
ourselves, we have compiled a dream team of diverse cannabis industry professionals, security advisors, 
and architects, each of whom will contribute expertise in different facets of our enterprise. We have 
devised thorough business, security and architectural plans. We have created extensive SOPs detailing 
every aspect of our operations. But at the end of the day, this industry is not about numbers, plans and 
degrees. It’s about community and passion.     

Sincerely,

Lauren Fontein    Avi Kahan     Mitchell Kahan
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Encore Recycling 
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www.cityofpasadena.net/marijuana-regulations 

Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

   

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

Kahan Avi D

310-922-3502 avikahan@gmail.com
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Page 2 of 3 

Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.  Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

Owner 

The Van Nuys Group, LLC

02/09/2018A10-18-0000256-TEMP

02/09/2018

A10-18-0000208-TEMP 02/01/2018

21.25%

CA BCC

CA BCC

CA BCC

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (The Van Nuys Group, LLC dba The Green Easy)

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (Cantodiem Dispensing Collective)

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (MMD, Inc.)

A10-18-0000266-TEMP
C10-18-0000196-TEMP
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 

 
Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 

 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

Avi Kahan

01/29/2019
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City of Pasadena 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
Attachment to Applicant/Owner Information Form 

 
 
 

Applicant Name: Avi Kahan 
 
Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 
 
 

Agency: CA BCC License: A10-18-0000213-TEMP Date Issued: 02/02/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer (California Compassionate Care Network 
dba CCCN)  

Agency: CA BCC        License: C10-18-0000037-TEMP Date Issued: 08/29/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer  (NHS Collective dba MMD of Long Beach) 
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www.cityofpasadena.net/marijuana-regulations 

Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

   

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

Kahan Dennis

310-625-3100 dkahan1@gmail.com

A
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Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.  Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

5%  Member

Retired
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Use additional sheefs if necessary.

Date of
Convic'tion:

Date of
incarceration:

Details:

Code
Section:

Felony or
Misdemeanor?

Date of Parole:
Date of

Probation

Date of
Conviction:

Date of
incarceration:

Details:

Code
Section:

Felony or
Misdemeanor?

Date of Parole:
Date of

Probation:

Date of
Conviction:

Date of
incarceration:

Details:

Code

Section:

Date ol
Probation

Felony or
Misdemeanor?

Date of Parole:

Use afiitional sheets tf necessary.

Business
Name:

Dates of

Business

Name:

Dates of

Business
Name:

Dates of
Operation:

Business
Address:

Z Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification

lJnder penalg of perlury, I hereby dectare that the information contained within and submifted with the applintion is cornp/efe, true and

accurate. t undeistand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejecfrbn of fhis screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of

a license issuert'*- , 1 ,i{ 1 it-/,-cr-w,L D^".;w l-aTl ?Signature:

KLL"-c0-EFIS'SEf,-Ef16-mFE
Pfinted Name: oLit0EoEcl oll'lo{010 Dn^,^,,
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Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:  

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

   

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

Fontein Lauren M

(213) 700-6858 Lfontein@gmail.com

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
21 OF 135

REDACTED

REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED

REDACTED



Page 2 of 3 

Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.  Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

Owner

The Artist Tree, LLC

21.25%

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 

 
Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 

 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

Lauren Fontein

01/29/2019
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Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

   

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

Ashbel Michael

mashbel@aol.com818-620-1158

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.   Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

CA BCC 02/01/2018

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (MMD, Inc.)

A10-18-0000208-TEMP

CA BCC A10-18-0000266-TEMP
C10-18-0000196-TEMP 02/09/2018

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (Cantodiem Dispensing Collective)

CA BCC 02/09/2018A10-18-0000256-TEMP

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (The Van Nuys Group, LLC dba The Green Easy)

2.5% Member and Purchasing Manager

MMD, Inc.

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 

 
Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 

 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

Michael Ashbel

01/30/2019

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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City of Pasadena 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
Attachment to Applicant/Owner Information Form 

 
 
 

Applicant Name: Michael Ashbel 
 
Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 
 
 

Agency: CA BCC License: A10-18-0000213-TEMP Date Issued: 02/02/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer (California Compassionate Care Network 
dba CCCN)  

Agency: CA BCC        License: C10-18-0000037-TEMP Date Issued: 08/29/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer  (NHS Collective dba MMD of Long Beach) 
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Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

Kahan Mitchell A

310-447-4064 kahanmitch@gmail.com

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.  Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

42.5%

The Van Nuys Group, LLC

02/09/2018A10-18-0000256-TEMP

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (The Van Nuys Group, LLC dba The Green Easy)

CA BCC

CA BCC 02/09/2018

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (Cantodiem Dispensing Collective)

A10-18-0000266-TEMP
C10-18-0000196-TEMP

A10-18-0000208-TEMP 02/01/2018CA BCC

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (MMD, Inc.)

Owner 
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 

 
Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 

 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

Mitchell Kahan

01/30/19
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32 OF 135



City of Pasadena 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
Attachment to Applicant/Owner Information Form 

 
 
 

Applicant Name: Mitchell Kahan 
 
Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 
 
 

Agency: CA BCC License: A10-18-0000213-TEMP Date Issued: 02/02/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer (California Compassionate Care Network 
dba CCCN)  

Agency: CA BCC        License: C10-18-0000037-TEMP Date Issued: 08/29/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer  (NHS Collective dba MMD of Long Beach) 
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Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 
 

Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 
 

   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  
 

   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  
 

   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 
Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  
 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  
 
Authorized Agent:  Title:  
 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
Name:  Title:  
 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  
 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   
 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

    
 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  
 

Ashbel Steve Joseph

213-422-7439 s_ashbel@yahoo.com

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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Ownership %  Title:  
 
Social Security No.  Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 
 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 
Use additional sheets if necessary. 
    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  
Description of 
business:  
    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  
Description of 
business:  
    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  
Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 
Use additional sheets if necessary. 
    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  
    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   
    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

2.5% Member

MMD, Inc.

CA BCC A10-18-0000208-TEMP 02/01/2018

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (MMD, Inc.)

CA BCC A10-18-0000213-TEMP 02/02/2018

Adult and Medical Use Retailer (California Compassionate Care Network dba CCCN)

CA BCC A10-18-0000266-TEMP
C10-18-0000196-TEMP 02/09/2018

Adult Use and Medical Use Retailer (Cantodiem Dispensing Collective)
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 
Use additional sheets if necessary. 
    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  
    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  
    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 
Use additional sheets if necessary. 
    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   
    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   
    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 
 

Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 
 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 
Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  
 

01/30/19

Steve Ashbel
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City of Pasadena 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
Attachment to Applicant/Owner Information Form 

 
 
 

Applicant Name: Steve Ashbel 
 
Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 
 
 

Agency: CA BCC License: A10-18-0000256-TEMP Date Issued: 02/09/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer (The Van Nuys Group, LLC dba The Green 
Easy)  

Agency: CA BCC         License: C10-18-0000037-TEMP Date Issued: 08/29/2018 
  
Description of Business: Adult and Medical Use Retailer  (NHS Collective dba MMD of Long Beach) 
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www.cityofpasadena.net/marijuana-regulations 

Applicant/Owner Information Form* 
Commercial Cannabis Screening Application 

 
*Portions of the information disclosed in this application is public information 

pursuant to the California Public Records Act.      

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete the pertinent sections for each owner, applicant, entity owner and non-owner with financial interest in the business. 
A separate form is required for each individual. 

 
Type:    Entity Owner (Complete Sections A and E) 

 
   Owner (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Applicant (Complete Sections B, C, D and E)  

 
   Non-owner with financial interest (Complete Sections B and E)  

SECTION A: ENTITY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
An entity is anything other than an individual. If an entity is an owner of the commercial cannabis business pursuant to Business and Professions 
Code section 26001(al), you will need to complete the following information. Attach additional pages if needed. 
 

Name of Entity:  Phone Number:  

 
Ownership %:  Organizational Structure:   Email:  

 

Authorized Agent:  Title:  

 
List entity members below (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

Name:  Title:  

 

SECTION B: OWNER/NON-OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 16 CCR § 5023, an owner is defined as a person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20% or more, chief executive officer, 
member of the board of directors of a nonprofit, or an individual participating in the direction, control, or management of the applicant. All business 
owners must be listed, including the applicant. 
 

Full Name:    Date of birth:  

 Last First M.I.   
Mailing 
Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:  Email:  

 

The Artist Tree II, LLC

100

213-700-6858

lfontein@gmail.com

Managing MemberLauren Fontein

LLC

Lauren Fontein Managing Member
Avi Kahan Managing Member
Mitchell Kahan Member
Aviv Halimi Member

MemberDennis Kahan
Michael Ashbel Member
Steve Ashbel Member
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Ownership %  Title:  

 

Social Security No.   Current Employer:  

SECTION C: DECLARATIONS 
 
1. Do you have an ownership or financial interest (as defined in Title 16 CCR 5003 and 5004) in a licensed cannabis business?  
If “yes”, complete section C-1.  
 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 
2. Have you ever been denied a permit or state license to engage in commercial cannabis activity, or had a permit or state 
license to engage in commercial cannabis activity suspended and not reinstated, or revoked, by any city, county, city and 
county, or any other state cannabis licensing authority? If “yes”, complete section C-2.  (PMC §5.78.100) 

YES 
 

 

NO 
 

 

3. Have you ever been convicted of a crime? If “yes”, complete section C-3. (HSC BPC §26057) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 

 
4. Have you owned or operated any cannabis-related business(es) in the City of Pasadena on or after December 14, 2017?  If 
“yes”, complete section C-4. (PMC §5.78.100)              

 
 

YES 
 

 
 

NO 
 

 
5. Have you ever been notified that you were conducting commercial cannabis activity in non-compliance with City of Pasadena 
ordinances, codes, and requirements and failed to discontinue operating in a timely manner? (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

 
6. Have you ever failed to pay federal, state, or local taxes and/or fees when notified by the appropriate agencies?   
    (PMC §5.78.100) 

 
YES 

 

 
NO 

 

Section C-1: Other Licensed Cannabis Businesses 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

    
 
Agency:  License No.   Date Issued:  

Description of 
business:  

  Section C-2:  Cannabis License(s) Suspended, Revoked or Denied 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:  

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   

    
License 
Authority :  

License 
Type  

Suspension or 
Revocation Date:  

 
Details:   
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Section C-3:  Criminal Violation(s) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation:  Date of Parole:  

Details:  

    
Date of 
Conviction:  

Code 
Section:  

Felony or 
Misdemeanor?  

Date of 
incarceration:  

Date of 
Probation  Date of Parole:  

 
Details:  

Section C-4:  Commercial Cannabis Operations in the City of Pasadena 

Use additional sheets if necessary. 

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

    
Business 
Name:  

Business 
Address:   

Dates of 
Operation:  Title:   

SECTION D: REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
 

 

 
Copy of a currently valid government-issued identification 

 

SECTION E: AFFIRMATION & CONSENT 

Under penalty of perjury, I hereby declare that the information contained within and submitted with the application is complete, true and 
accurate. I understand that misrepresentation of fact is cause for rejection of this screening application, denial of a license, or revocation of 
a license issued.  

Signature:  Date:  

Printed Name:  

 

Lauren Fontein

01/30/19
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Commercial
Cannabis
Permit
Screening
Application
Proprietary & Confidential Information of Adamant Law Group, PC & The Artist Tree II, LLC. Not for Publication.
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Executive Summary

“Enhancing the Art Experience”

The Artist Tree’s (TAT) adult use retail store combines 
cannabis discovery with Pasadena’s rich artistry, 
creating a uniquely Pasadena experience. As one 
of the City’s first adult use cannabis retailers, TAT 
provides a welcoming space where consumers shop 
a wide selection of sustainably sourced cannabis 
products in a naturally lit, stylish and creative 
environment.

Unlike the lackluster, windowless dispensaries of 
days past, focused solely on cannabis, TAT is as 
much an art exhibit as it is a store. It highlights and 
enhances the vibrant art community of Pasadena by 
showcasing a carefully curated mix of local art work 
from established and up-and-coming artists. 

TAT’s ownership team is made up of a group of local 
cannabis entrepreneurs who were born and reside 
in Los Angeles. We have owned and operated 
multiple cannabis businesses in Southern California 
for over 12 years, including 5 retail stores and 
cultivation and manufacturing facilities. We have 
experience developing all facets of a cannabis 
retail store, from interior design to employee training 
and security protocols. We have relationships with 
suppliers and tourist companies currently serving our 
retail cannabis stores. We’re all local and ready to 
work. We’re excited about the opportunity to build 
an innovative space that compliments Pasadena’s 
diverse community.

Pasadena Demographic

The proliferation of medical cannabis and subsequent 
legalization of adult use cannabis in California has 
greatly expanded the demographic of cannabis 
consumers. While once limited to medical patients 
and habitual smokers, the new cannabis consumer 
demographic includes everyone over the age of 21: 
curious novices, people seeking CBD only products, 
and cannabis regulars. Pasadena’s demographic 
includes a large segment of college educated 
individuals (51%) and most of the population is 
between the ages of 25 and 59 (52%). The City also 
has a significant senior population (20% are 60 and 
over) and approximately 4,700 veterans.1 

We anticipate that TAT’s core customer base will 
closely match the consumers of our co-owned 
stores, The Green Easy, in Los Angeles, and The 
Artist Tree West Hollywood, which cater to middle-
aged professionals, tourists and a high percentage 
of women seeking a personalized shopping 
experience. As in our other locations, we will tailor 
our product offerings and sales strategies to those 
consumers and will offer discounts to veterans, 
seniors and medical patients. 

Taking the City’s rich culture, historic architecture, 
and demographics into consideration, we realize 
that Pasadena is not the place for a mega store 
focused only on sales. While that model could be 
successful in the short term in Pasadena’s new adult 
use cannabis market, a mega store would have 
limited long term sustainability. It simply does not 
align with the City’s discerning and sophisticated 
population, because it does not embody their 
desire for an authentic experience tailored to the 
immediate community. Instead, TAT will reflect the 
surrounding community in its design aesthetic and 
elevated shopping environment.

The Artist Tree

1https://www.cityofpasadena.net/finance/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2018-28-Facts-and-Figures.pdf
and https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/pasadenacitycalifornia
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Executive Summary

Enhancing Tourism

Pasadena draws over 3 million tourists each year. 
Tourists flock to the city to experience culture, 
entertainment, sports and fun at the Rose Bowl, 
Civic Auditorium, Convention Center, art galleries 
and historic buildings, as well as the city’s plentiful 
shopping and dining destinations. TAT will expand 
the city’s tourist draw as one of the first adult use 
cannabis locations with a unique museum-like design. 
We have experience working with hotels to draw in 
tourists, and our existing cannabis stores are popular 
destinations on Green Tours’ Los Angeles cannabis 
tours. We will utilize our existing relationships with 
Green Tours and other proven marketing strategies 
to attract Pasadena’s tourist population. 

The Art of Design

Utilizing the talents of Bruno Bondanelli, an AIA 
member and LEED Accredited architect, we have 
created a sophisticated, yet inviting design, which 
differs drastically from existing cannabis dispensaries 
through the use of natural lighting, high end fixtures 
and environmentally friendly design elements. 
Having completed many projects in the greater Los 
Angeles area, both residential and commercial, 
Bondanelli designed TAT to seamlessly integrate into 
the Pasadena landscape. Our location will draw in 
passersby with a direct view of our unique cannabis 
museum and art gallery. (See Section 3 of this 
application for a detailed description of our design.)

The Art of Cannabis  

TAT includes an innovative Cannabis Learning Center 
(CLC). The CLC is an instore museum, which educates 
visitors on the world of cannabis. The CLC is located 
in the front portion of TAT’s retail space and is visible 
from the street, making our storefront appear more 
like a museum gallery than a cannabis business. 
The CLC includes visual displays, interactive media, 
and printed information on cannabis cultivation, 
manufacturing, testing, consumption and regulation. 
With antique bongs, videos on edible production, 
and breathtaking artwork, the CLC’s exhibits are a 
destination of their own.   

The Art of the City

In creating our business model, TAT paid particular 
attention to Pasadena’s “Cultural Nexus” and its 
goals of enhancing the city’s arts and cultural life and 
expanding awareness of Pasadena as a center of 
arts and culture.3 In additional to museums and art 
galleries, the city is home to almost 100 public works 
of art. Corners and alleys are home to sculptures, such 
as the Robinson Brothers Memorial (Ralph Helmick 
and John Outterbridge), and iconic pieces, like the 
Fork in the Road (Ken Marshall), are viral sensations. 

TAT is committed to adding to the City’s dynamic 
art scene. In furtherance of the city’s goal of 
leveraging cultural assets for economic growth, TAT 
will showcase local works of arts both on our exterior 
and interior to bring consumers into our space and 
increase awareness of local artists. The exterior west 
wall of TAT’s proposed location on West Colorado 
Boulevard will provide a canvas for local artists to 
create a mural or display temporary works of art. 

2https://www.visitpasadena.com/wp-content/uploads/.../pcoc-2017-annual-report.pdf
3https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/planning/arts-and-cultural-affairs/cultural-nexus-plan/

TAT plans to locate on West Colorado Boulevard 
in the heart of Old Pasadena’s shopping district. 
Bordering trendy retail stores and restaurants in 
Pasadena’s most iconic neighborhood, TAT will be 
ideally situated to serve both locals and tourists.
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Executive Summary

We will work with Pasadena’s Public Art Task Force 
to identify artists and develop the space.

Inside TAT, walls will be dressed with an assortment 
of paintings, sculptures, photographs, and other 
forms of visual art from members of the City’s Artist 
Registry and the Pasadena Society of Artists. Art will 
rotate seasonally to ensure that even lesser known 
artists get their shot in the spotlight. TAT will facilitate 
the sale of all art adorning its walls, and 100% of the 
proceeds will be distributed to the artists responsible 
for the pieces.

 

The Art of Synergy

Pasadena is home to a dynamic blend of 
cultural, dining, historic, arts, and entertainment 
experiences. TAT must play its role as a bold and 
memorable experience and also as a living piece 
of the City’s larger tapestry. TAT will encourage 
its patrons to open their minds to the multitude of 
experiences throughout the city by offering a 15% 
same day discount on any purchase at TAT upon 
showing proof of a ticket purchase for a local 
performance, museum, art exhibit, comedy club, 
or a reservation at a local restaurant. TAT’s goal 
is to be one of many stops for art and fun-seekers 
as they open up their creative minds to all that 
Pasadena has to offer.

Serving the Community

Pasadena is an increasingly diverse community, 
with almost half of households speaking a 
language other than English at home and 42% of 
the population identifying as an ethnicity other than 
white/Caucasian. TAT has developed innovative 
hiring practices to promote the diversity of our team. 
Through partnerships with local non profits and a 
free teach-and-train program, we will source team 
members from segments of the population that 
traditionally struggle with finding employment. 

In addition to providing employment, we have 
devised partnerships with several Pasadena 
nonprofits, including the Pasadena Art Alliance, 
Elizabeth House, San Gabriel Valley Pride, Friends 
in Deed, and Pasadena Community Job Center, 
to fund art grants, host food drives, volunteer at 
community events, and provide mental health and 
employment services to residents of Pasadena and 
the surrounding areas. 

Summary

The Artist Tree understands that the privilege of being 
one of Pasadena’s first adult use retail stores comes 
with responsibility. We understand our obligations 
to the community and are committed to embracing 
and enhancing the City’s arts and culture, educating 
consumers on cannabis use and cultivation, and 
being a unique but seamless facet of the Pasadena 
experience.
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Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

TAT owners Avi Kahan, Mitchell (“Mitch”) Kahan, and Lauren Fontein collectively have over 30 years experience 
operating licensed California cannabis businesses. Beginning in 2006, brothers Avi and Mitch turned their 
passion for medicinal cannabis and patient access into successful and distinctive cannabis dispensaries. They 
own two licensed adult use dispensaries in Los Angeles: The Green Easy and Canto Diem. They also have 
minority ownership in three additional licensed dispensaries: CCCN, MMD, and MMD Long Beach. CCCN, 
MMD, and MMD Long Beach are majority owned by partners Michael and Steve Ashbel, who are minority 
owners of TAT.  

Former corporate attorney, Lauren Fontein founded and headed operations at Baked Los Angeles, a medicinal 
cannabis edible supplier, from 2009 to 2017. At Baked, she supplied edibles to over 100 medical dispensaries 
in the Los Angeles area. In 2018, she began working full time with Avi and Mitch, handling licensing and legal 
compliance for new cannabis endeavors.  

In 2018, Avi, Mitch, and Lauren founded The Artist Tree LLC (TAT WeHo). In December 2018, TAT WeHo was 
selected by the City of West Hollywood as a top scoring applicant in all five categories of cannabis licenses: 
(1) adult use retail, (2) medical use retail, (3) smoking consumption lounge, (4) edible consumption lounge, 
and (5) delivery service. TAT WeHo scored first in four of the five categories and second in the other, and 
was the only applicant to be awarded all five license types. Avi, Mitch, and Lauren are currently working with 
the City of West Hollywood to build out their cannabis retail, consumption edible, and consumption smoking 
lounge spaces in West Hollywood, which are scheduled to open in late 2019. Their lounge will be one of the 
only legal cannabis consumption spaces in Southern California. 

Through the years, all of Avi and Mitch’s dispensaries have maintained full compliance with state and local 
regulations, first as medical dispensaries and now as adult use and medical retail stores. With Lauren’s 
guidance, Avi and Mitch have become experts in cannabis retail operations and California regulatory 
compliance. The following describes Avi, Mitch, and Lauren’s involvement in each of their cannabis businesses.

Experience and Cannabis Industry Knowledge

Owners

Avi Kahan, Mitchell Kahan and Lauren Fontein
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Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

Avi Kahan

Education: 

UCLA Anderson School of Management
Los Angeles, CA (2005 - 2008)
Master in Business Administration
One of the youngest ever recipients of joint JD/MBA degree

UCLA School of Law
Los Angeles, CA (2004 - 2008)
Juris Doctor

University of California at Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA (2000 - 2004)
Bachelor of Arts in Business Economics with an 
Emphasis in Financial Accounting

Cannabis Experience:

The Van Nuys Group LLC DBA The Green Easy
Los Angeles, CA (2006 - Present)
Owner and Head of Finance 

Canto Diem Dispensing Collective
Los Angeles, CA (2012 - Present)
Owner and Head of Finance 

California Compassionate Care Network DBA CCCN
Los Angeles, CA (2010 - Present)
Minority Owner and Finance Consultant 

MMD, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA (2010 - Present)
Minority Owner and Financial Consultant

MMD Long Beach
Long Beach, CA (2018 - Present)
Minority Owner 

The Artist Tree, LLC
West Hollywood, CA (2018 - Present)
Owner and Director of Finance 

ALM Management, LLC
Los Angeles, CA (2018 - Present)
Owner and Head of Finance

Mitchell Kahan

Education: 

University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA (2003 - 2007)
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science

Cannabis Experience: 

The Van Nuys Group LLC DBA The Green Easy
Los Angeles, CA (2006 - Present) 
Owner and Head of Operations 

Canto Diem Dispensing Collective
Los Angeles, CA (2012 - Present) 
Owner and Head of Operations 

California Compassionate Care Network DBA CCCN
Los Angeles, CA (2010 - Present)
Minority Owner and Strategic Consultant 

MMD, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA (2010 - Present)
Minority Owner and Strategic Consultant

MMD Long Beach
Long Beach, CA (2018 - Present)
Minority Owner

The Artist Tree, LLC
West Hollywood, CA (2018 - Present)
Owner and Head of Business Development

ALM Management, LLC
Los Angeles, CA (2018 - Present)
Owner and Head of Business Development
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Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

Lauren Fontein

Education: 

UCLA School of Law
Los Angeles, CA (2004 - 2007)
Juris Doctor 

Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH (1998 - 2002)
BA in Psychology and Music 

New School of Cooking
Culver City, CA (2009 - 2010)
Professional Pastry Arts & Confectionary Degree

Cannabis Experience:

Baked Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA (2009 - 2018)
Head of Product Development and Customer 
Relations

The Artist Tree, LLC
West Hollywood, CA (2018 - Present)
Owner and Head of Legal Compliance and 
Community Outreach

ALM Management, LLC
Los Angeles, CA (2018 - Present) Owner and Head 
of Legal Compliance

Pro Bono Legal Work:  

Secured permanent resident status for women 
under the Violence Against Women Act.  

Represented pro bono clients in adoption matters, 
labor disputes, conservatorship cases, and 
landlord/tenant conflicts.
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Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

1https://greene420.com/

The Green Easy 

 
 
 

 The 
brothers stared at each other and blinked their eyes. 
They had no idea how to obtain medical marijuana 
and started looking into it.

In 2006, Avi and Mitch purchased the Van Nuys Group 
LLC, DBA The Green Easy (“TGE”),1 from its original pre-
ICO license holder. At the time, a slew of unlicensed 
operators were opening dispensaries in LA. Instead, 
the brothers spent three months tracking down and 
verifying an original license. Even with a license, 
operating a dispensary was risky and taboo at the 
time. George Bush was president and the DEA was 
actively raiding dispensaries. Most LA dispensaries 
were operating in unsafe neighborhoods with cheap 
build outs and insufficient security. Avi and Mitch 
wanted to operate differently. Their goal was to create 
a safe, comfortable, and inviting environment where 
everyone, particularly people like their grandmother, 
could legitimately address their medical needs.

Securing Location and Initial Build Out

Avi and Mitch spent five months scouting locations in 
upscale, accessible neighborhoods. Countless times 
they were denied leases due to their “business use” 
as a medical marijuana tenant. They became scared 
of landlords asking, “What’s your business?” and the 
inevitable “click” that followed their response. Finally, 
they found the perfect location near The Grove at 
7948 West Third Street. 

Mitch oversaw renovations of the new space, 
managing contractors, a designer, and a security 
company.  Mitch also sourced a variety of products 
from local vendors so that TGE would have a more 
extensive selection than any other dispensary in 
the area. After $150,000 in renovations, Mitch and 
Avi opened TGE. They created a stylish retail shop 
with a welcoming waiting room and a large, well lit 
showroom -  a unique business model in LA at the time. 
Patients, particularly women, noticed the difference. 
TGE’s location in one of LA’s trendiest retail areas, 
its friendly, well-trained staff, and its comfortable 
environment led to over 50% of patients being women 
- an unheard of number in the cannabis market.
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Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

Prop D Compliant Location

In 2013, Los Angeles passed Proposition D, which 
required dispensaries to be 600 feet away from 
sensitive uses, including religious institutions. 
Unfortunately, TGE’s Third Street location was 550 
feet from a synagogue. TGE had to relocate within 
the year. Avi and Mitch anticipated another difficult 
real estate search, however, they hoped the success 
and quality of their existing 3rd Street location would 
help them in securing a new location in the same 
neighborhood. Mitch communicated with many 
prospective landlords and found one open to a 
medical marijuana use. Avi and Mitch took him on a 
tour of their existing Third Street location, personally 
answered all of his questions and concerns, and 
successfully obtained a lease to their current space 
at 8311 Beverly Blvd.

  

Avi and Mitch spent four months and $250,000 
building out the new space and officially switched 
locations in 2014.  They sourced eye-catching artwork 
and high end fixtures to create a high-end retail 
boutique consistent with their location on an popular, 
upscale section of Beverly Boulevard. Bordering 
West Hollywood, the Beverly Center, and several 
trendy hotels, TGE caters to both local residents and 
the many tourists that frequent the neighborhood. 
TGE’s customer base consists mainly of professionals 
looking for a personalized shopping experience with 
high quality product offerings. It continues to have an 
unusually high female customer base. Approximately 
65% of its current patrons are women! 

TGE differs dramatically from other California 
cannabis retail stores in its appearance. Unlike 
the typical windowless storefronts with uninviting 
exteriors, TGE has floor to ceiling glass walls and 

doorways looking into its waiting room, inviting 
passersby into the professional and stylish space. 
Its showroom also features floor to ceiling windows, 
which are frosted for customer privacy providing 
natural lighting and a unintimidating, high end 
shopping environment.

In 2016, TGE learned a valuable business lesson when 
a private citizen filed a Prop 65 lawsuit. Proposition 
65 requires businesses to inform people about 
chemicals known to cause cancer, birth defects, or 
other reproductive harm with the burden of proof 
falling on the sued company. Major companies like 
Starbucks, Peets, Coca-Cola, and Seven-Eleven have 
all been hit with Prop 65 lawsuits and now all post 
Proposition 65 warnings. As a result of the lawsuit, 
TGE and all of the TAT owners’ other retail stores now 
prominently display a Proposition 65 warning.     

In 2017, TGE was officially recognized by Curbed as 
one of the top ten dispensaries nationwide for its 
“high design,” earning praise for its “white marble 
floors, minimalist counter, and top-of-the-line crystal 
chandeliers.”2 TGE’s welcoming design helps it 
attract new customers, particularly those that may 
be apprehensive about entering a cannabis store. 
The design also helps TGE’s loyal customer base of 
middle and upper aged professionals feel at home 
in the bright and luxurious setting.

Adult Use Cannabis Retail
 
In 2018, TGE’s business changed with the 
implementation of The Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
(Prop 64). As an original, fully compliant, licensed 
Pre-ICO dispensary in Los Angeles, TGE immediately 
qualified for an adult use retail license in Los 
Angeles. Avi and Mitch navigated the complex 

2https://www.curbed.com/2015/3/30/9976266/medical-marijuana-dispensaries
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application process and obtained temporary adult-
use and medicinal retailer licenses from the state 
(A10-18-0000256-Temp) and (M10-18-0000288-Temp) 
as well as Los Angeles (Account # 0002274496-0001-
5). With the addition of adult use sales, TGE has 
been very successful at growing its customer base. 
It consistently receives high reviews from its patients 
via Weedmaps and Google and distinguishes itself 
from the competition through its stellar customer 
service, ambience and vast selection of products.

Security Measures

Early in TGE’s existence it experienced a robbery. Avi 
and Mitch responded immediately with increased 
security measures.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Avi and Mitch 
have implemented similar security procedures at 
Canto, MMD, CCCN, and MMD Long Beach and 
have effectively deterred potential break ins or theft.   

Store Management

In the beginning, Avi and Mitch managed TGE 
themselves, doing everything from budtending to 
hiring employees and purchasing. They quickly 
learned that they needed a full team of well 
trained and skilled team members to operate 
successfully. In 2007, they hired General Manager, 
Michael Winderman, a longtime associate, who has 
successfully led TGE through many transitions. Eleven 
years later, Michael remains the General Manager, 
and the business has benefited greatly from his 
continued involvement.

Involvement of Ownership in Daily Operations
 
Avi and Mitch have developed an efficient 
operations plan that they implement throughout all 
of their cannabis businesses. Every shift must have 
a shift lead on the retail floor and a manager in 
the back of the house. Mitch and Avi oversee hiring 
decisions and ensure that each team member is 

professional, enthusiastic and personable. Mitch 
developed a formal employee training protocol, 
including a detailed “Cannabis 101” training manual 
and quizzes. He has subsequently implemented the 
training program at Canto Diem and will do the 
same at TAT WeHo and TAT Pasadena. The training 
program stresses personalized customer service 
and customer education. Realizing the value of team 
member retention, TGE offers incentive bonuses for 
individuals who meet certain milestones, based on 
time with the company and sales metrics. 

Mitch and Avi hold meetings at each retail location 
once a month to address any concerns team 
members may have. They also work closely with 
each store manager to make sure they are doing 
everything possible to provide a safe, welcoming, 
work environment.

Avi manages bookkeeping working with the store’s 
independent auditor and legal counsel to ensure 
compliance with state and local regulations. For 
example, TGE strictly applies the state cannabis 
excise tax of 15% on all products, and TGE customers 
receive an invoice that reads “The cannabis excise 
taxes are included in the total amount of this invoice.” 
CA RTC § 34011. Mitch meets weekly with the General 
Manager to discuss hiring and scheduling, sales 
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data and goals, inventory, and any other pressing 
issues. Avi and Mitch oversee the store’s marketing 
efforts, reviewing digital and print advertisements, in 
store promotions, email marketing and social media.   

Mitch works closely with General Manager, Michael 
Winderman, to source inventory. Mitch and Avi have 
always sought to distinguish TGE from its competitors 
by offering an extremely wide selection of cannabis 
flower, concentrates, edibles and tinctures. TGE 
caters its offerings to its unique demographic of 
middle aged professionals, seniors, and women, 
carrying non-traditional cannabis products, such as 
topical creams, bath balms and a large variety of 
CBD only products. Mitch has established long term 
relationships with well known cannabis brands such 
as Select, Brass Knuckles, Dosist, Korova and Papa & 
Barkley. He also seeks out products from small scale, 
local, and environmentally conscious producers. For 
example, he carries multiple items from Flow Kana, 
a flower brand that sources its cannabis only from 
small farms with eco friendly cultivation practices. 

In 2011, Michael Ashbel, a minority owner of TGE, 
partnered with  to pioneer a point of 
sale system for cannabis dispensaries. Michael 
worked closely with  to keep more 
precise accounting of inventory, employee hours, 
and sales. At a time when cash and paper receipts 
were the norm, Michael brought accountability to 
sales, tax reporting, and inventory management. 

TGE continues to use  as its point of 
sale system and to manage inventory.  
is a state recommended and approved system, 
which will integrate with California’s METRC tracking 
system as soon as TGE’s annual license goes into 
effect. TGE utilizes an independent auditor to take 
physical inventory of its products twice a week for 
reconciliation purposes and to account for diversion.

Canto Diem

Canto Diem3 is a Pre-ICO dispensary, established in 
August 2006, which was originally located on Sunset 
Blvd east of Hollywood. In 2012, Avi, Mitch, and their 
partners, Michael and Steve Ashbel, acquired Canto’s 
original medical cannabis license and began plans 
to relocate the dispensary to a prime retail spot on 
Larchmont Boulevard. They signed a lease at 215 N. 
Larchmont Blvd and began construction in 2013. 

Community Outreach

As word spread that a medical marijuana collective 
was coming to Larchmont Village, opposition soared. 
Avi and Mitch personally reached out to neighboring 
businesses and attempted to forge a relationship with 
the neighborhood council. They published a letter 
in LarchmontLA4 where they addressed residents’ 
legitimate concerns such as odor, loitering, and 
crime. Unfortunately, the Larchmont community was 
not ready to welcome a medical marijuana collective, 
despite Canto’s full compliance with state and local 
laws. Due to extreme opposition and delays caused 
by the hostile community, Avi and Mitch decided to 
abandon the Larchmont location and relocate to 
10612 Chiquita Street in North Hollywood. 

Canto’s battle with Larchmont taught our team 
a valuable lesson regarding the importance of 
working with the local community. In 2015, Avi, 
Mitch, Michael and Steve engaged the Political 
Director of the Los Angeles County Democratic Party, 
Renee Nahum. Renee manages public relations 
and serves as a community liaison for TGE, Canto 
Diem, MMD, and CCCN. She works with local 
governments, neighboring residents, businesses, 
and non profit organizations to help each store 
enhance its local community. While Larchmont was 
not receptive to cannabis, Pasadena has opened 
its doors to regulated adult-use cannabis. We 
recognize the importance of community outreach 
and of creating a business that visually and culturally 
promotes Pasadena’s core values. Avi and Mitch are 
committed to working with the Pasadena community 
to address concerns and to seamlessly integrate into 
the existing surroundings.  

3www.cantodiem.com
4https://larchmontla.com/canto-diem-medical-marijuana-dispensary-larchmont-village/
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Successful Relocations
 
In 2014, Canto’s ownership team spent $150,000 
building out its North Hollywood location. Avi and 
Mitch created a warm, welcoming interior with wood 
floors and a large showroom. They recognized that 
Canto’s patient base would be different from TGE’s 
due to the North Hollywood demographic, and 
they catered product offering and prices to more 
price sensitive consumers. Through tailored product 
offerings and large first time patient incentives, 
Canto succeeded in gaining a loyal patient base.  

In 2018, Canto obtained temporary adult use and 
medical retail licenses with the state (A10-18-0000266-
Temp) and (M10-18-0000299-Temp), as well as the 
city (Account # 0002184683-0001-5) and opened 
for adult-use sales. Avi and Mitch ensure continued 
compliance with the constantly evolving state and 
local cannabis regulations.  For example, Canto 
stops admitting new customers at 9:50pm ensuring 
customers have vacated the premise by 10pm. The 
business premises  

 
 in compliance with 

CCR Title 16 §5403 and LAMC, Article 4, Chapter X. 

In an effort to improve and expand their Los Angeles 
presence, Avi and Mitch recently decided to relocate 
Canto to 13356 West Washington Boulevard. Finding 
a suitable location was extremely difficult due to 
Los Angeles’s cannabis location restrictions and 
the many pre-existing dispensaries. Avi and Mitch 
communicated with many potential landlords and 
secured an ideal location in a heavily populated 
area bordering Culver City and Marina del Rey. They 
worked closely with the Los Angeles Department of 
Cannabis Regulation (DCR) to ensure that the new 
location was compliant, and in December 2018, DCR 
approved Canto’s relocation. Avi and Mitch are in 
the process of building out the new location, which is 
scheduled to open in the spring of 2019. 

Involvement of Ownership in Daily Operations

Avi and Mitch implement the same operational 
procedures at Canto as at TGE, including using 

 as the POS and conducting inventory 
audits through a third party. Mitch communicates 
regularly with Canto’s two General Managers, 
participates in hiring of new team members and 

works with vendors and distributors. Avi manages 
bookkeeping and compliance. Both brothers are 
working directly with an architect, a construction 
team and regulatory agencies to develop the new 
Washington Boulevard location.

MMD, Inc.

In 2006, minority TAT owners Michael Ashbel and 
Steve Ashbel acquired the medical cannabis 
dispensary license for MMD, Inc.5 from the original 
license holder. They opened a dispensary in 
Hollywood at 1437 N. La Brea under the DBA 
California Herbal Healing Center (CHHC). CHHC 
stood out from nearby collectives, with its welcoming 
waiting area, vast selection of top shelf cannabis, 
and friendly, knowledgeable budtenders. It gained 
a loyal patient base and flourished at its highly 
accessible Hollywood location.

In 2010, Avi and Mitch partnered with the Ashbels 
and became minority owners of MMD, Inc. and 
CCCN. From that point forward, Avi, Mitch, Michael, 
and Steve have co-owned and operated the following 
stores: TGE, Canto Diem, MMD, CCCN, and MMD 
Long Beach. Michael and Steve Ashbel are minority 
owners of TAT WeHo and TAT Pasadena and will 
serve as operational consultants at those locations. 
Their long term, successful partnership has enabled 
them to increase operational efficiency between all 
of their dispensaries and draw from each partner’s 
unique skill set. 

In 2012, striving for legitimacy, MMD joined a group 
of 50 Pre-ICO dispensaries to support passage of 
Proposition D to regulate Los Angeles dispensaries. 
In connection with the campaign, TGE, Canto Diem, 
CCCN, and MMD collectively donated over $200,000 

5http://hollywoodmmd.com

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
54 OF 135

REDACTED

REDACTED



The Artist Tree 13Retailer

Proprietary & Confidential Information of Adamant Law Group, PC & The Artist Tree II, LLC. Not for Publication.

Section 1: Qualifications of Owners/Operators

on behalf of their collectives to the UFCW (United 
Food and Commercial Workers). Their efforts were 
successful and Prop D passed, providing clarity for 
dispensary operators and helping to legitimize the 
medical cannabis industry in LA.

Pursuant to Prop D, CHHC was located too close 
to a library and had to relocate. Michael and 
Steve secured the store’s current location at 1515 
N. Cahuenga Blvd in Hollywood next to Amoeba 
Music. They changed the store’s DBA to MMD. 
Working closely with the city of Los Angeles, MMD 
developed building plans and spent over 9 months 
and $350,000 building out the new space. MMD’s 
distinctive, plant covered façade and natural wood 
interior set it apart as one of Los Angeles’s most 
attractive dispensaries.

Adult-Use Retail and Tourism

In 2018, MMD obtained temporary adult and medical 
use retail licenses with the state of California (A10-
18-0000208-TEMP) and (M10-18-0000253-TEMP) and 
the city of Los Angeles (0002245971-0001-4). Shortly 
after, on Super Bowl Weekend, MMD appeared on 
Channels 2, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, and 62 for over fourteen 
minutes of live news coverage as the first recreational 
dispensary in Hollywood. MMD is currently in the 
process of obtaining annual retail cannabis licenses 
from Los Angeles and California. 

MMD has been approached by multiple tourism 
companies and has partnered with Green Tours6 to 
efficiently connect with the tourist market. Every day, 
Green Tours brings vans of tourists to MMD and 
CCCN to experience legal marijuana. MMD has 
done multiple artist collaborations, including an in 
store promotion with Colombian rapper Jonz Z. MMD 
has established itself as a trendy, yet welcoming 
destination for new and existing cannabis users, 
locals, and tourists. MMD’s marketing and community 
outreach efforts have given rise to a rapidly growing 
consumer base. On April 20, 2018 (“4/20”) alone, 
MMD saw 1200 people through its doors.  

Thrillist recently voted MMD one of the top dispensaries 
in Los Angeles,7 because of the store’s top shelf product 
offerings, its location in the heart of Hollywood and its 
discounts for local customers (10% off for people who 
work or live nearby). High Times also identified the 
store as one of the 10 best dispensaries in LA!8  

Operations

Michael and Steve are involved in the day-to-day 
operations of MMD, overseeing store managers, 
working with distributors and directing marketing 
efforts. Michael works on a regular basis with 
Green Tours, sources products and manages the 
store’s marketing. Steve is responsible for acquiring 
and training personnel, community outreach and 
fostering partnerships with tourist companies. 

The Ashbel brothers will be part of TAT’s operational 
team. With the assistance of the Ashbel brothers, 
TAT will implement the strategies that are working 
at MMD to create a friendly and locals oriented 
consumer experience.      

Community Involvement
 
Since 2017, MMD has supplied free medicine to 
patients at Triangle Square Senior Apartments, the 
nation’s first affordable LGBT housing development 
of private apartment homes. MMD also provides 
in-store discounts for veterans, disabled customers 
and locals. In recognition of MMD’s community 
efforts, MMD received a direct endorsement from 
City Councilman Paul Koretz, and the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce invited MMD to become its 
first cannabis dispensary member. In December 2018, 
MMD hosted a highly successful toy drive benefitting 
the Los Angeles Fire Department, providing a 10% 
discount to all customers who brought in a donation.

 

6http://greentours.com/
7https://www.thrillist.com/lifestyle/los-angeles/best-dispensaries-in-los-angeles-la
8https://hightimes.com/dispensaries/best-marijuana-dispensaries-los-angeles/THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
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California Compassionate Care Network 
(CCCN)

Michael and Steve Ashbel are the original operators 
of CCCN, one of Los Angeles’s first licensed 
medical cannabis dispensaries. In October 2006, 
they obtained a dispensary permit from the city 
of Los Angeles and opened a dispensary at 4720 
Vineland Avenue in North Hollywood. Michael and 
Steve originally worked on the floor as budtenders. 
They spent money and time designing the interior 
of the store, creating a welcoming waiting area 
and a bright showroom filled with an unusually 
extensive array of products. CCCN far surpassed 
the other early Los Angeles dispensaries in terms 
of size, product selection and design. CCCN also 
stood out because of its highly educated, passionate 
budtenders, who provided personalized service to 
each medical patient.

CCCN continues to operate in its original location 
and has established itself as a vital part of the North 
Hollywood community. In 2018, CCCN obtained its 
adult and medical use temporary retail licenses 
with the state (A10-18-0000266-TEMP) and (M10-18-
0000299-TEMP) and Los Angeles (0002184683-0001-
5). It also obtained Distribution and Indoor Specialty 
Cultivation licenses. CCCN is currently in the process 
of receiving annual licenses with California and Los 
Angeles. Through its 12 years of operation, CCCN 
has maintained a loyal customer base of long term 
medical cannabis patients as well as attracted many 
new recreational cannabis consumers.

Involvement of Ownership in Day to Day Operations

At CCCN, Michael and Steve are integral to the 
day-to day operations, working closely with store 
management, distributors, and regulatory authorities 
to ensure that the store operates smoothly and 
continues to increase its sales. They direct marketing 
campaigns, closely track sales and inventory 
using their  POS system, and oversee 
employee acquisition and training. In 2018, CCCN’s 
ownership team invested in a complete interior 
remodel. They added wood paneling and upscale 
display cases in the showroom and sleek, industrial 
furniture in the waiting room to give the store a 
modern, trendy appearance.

Cultivation
 
In 2016, CCCN’s landlord was very happy with the 
store’s operations and offered to lease his entire 
building to the dispensary. CCCN’s owners decided 
it was the perfect time to safely try cultivation and 
added an additional 4,000 square feet to the 
premises. They built out three rooms of 28 lights 
each, plus another room for 20 lights in veg. The 
cultivation area has been very successful and added 
an additional revenue stream to  CCCN’s business. 
The cultivation operation is efficiently designed so 
that each room crops at a different time, balancing 
out the workload for the growers and trimmers. 
CCCN’s cultivation operation currently produces 
over 40 pounds of legal marijuana a month. CCCN 
has developed its own proprietary cannabis strain, 
“Mishka”, which is exclusively available at TGE, 
Canto, MMD, CCCN and MMD Long Beach. CCCN 
also supplies its cannabis flower to large licensed 
cannabis manufacturers Kiva, Korova, Pure Beauty, 
and Kush Co.
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CCCN’s cultivation facility is a featured stop on 
Green Tours’ 420 Experience, Tommy Chong, and 
Hollywood Cannabis tours, providing interested 
locals and tourists with a firsthand glimpse of legally 
grown cannabis. CCCN was recently mentioned 
in the LA Times in an article highlighting the new 
industry of cannabis tourism.9

Michael Ashbel, owner of CCCN in North Hollywood, shows a 
marijuana plant that is going through the curing process during a visit 
to his facility by Green Tours. (Myung J. Chun / Los Angeles Times)

Community Involvement

In 2014, Michael started a substance abuse 
counseling program at CCCN with Derrick Fortune, 
a state certified drug and alcohol abuse counselor. 
Through the program, CCCN hosts bi-weekly 
substance abuse counseling meetings free of charge 
to all members of the local community.

MMD Long Beach

Avi, Mitch, Michael and Steve’s newest retail location 
opened in Long Beach in November 2018. MMD Long 
Beach (MMD LB) has had a long and arduous path 
toward legalization. MMD LB originally obtained a 
license to operate as a medical dispensary in 2010. 
Unfortunately, a lawsuit challenging Long Beach’s 
legal authority to authorize medical dispensaries 
was upheld in court, and all medical dispensaries in 
the city were forced to close, including MMD LB. As 
a result of the lawsuit, the city temporarily banned all 
medical dispensaries.  

In 2016, Long Beach passed Measure MM, which 
allowed a maximum of 32 medical cannabis 
dispensaries to operate. As a 2010 medical license 
recipient, MMD LB received priority in the new 
licensing process. MMD LB navigated the exhaustive 
Long Beach permitting process, ensuring compliance 

with all local and state regulations, and successfully 
obtained medical and adult use retail licences in 
late 2018. After years stuck in legal limbo, MMD LB 
opened to adult and medical use in November 2018 
at 1901 Atlantic Blvd. It is currently one of only 12 
operational adult use dispensaries in Long Beach. 
The store, like all TAT owners’ stores, follows industry 
best practices and state law. For example, it posts a 
California and Federal Labor Law Poster informing 
employees of rights such as CA Unemployment, 
Disability, & Paid Family Leave, CA MW-2007 
Minimum Wage, DFEH Harassment & Discrimination, 
CAL/OSHA Safety & Health Protection, CA Workers’ 
Compensation Notice, CA Payday Notice, CA 
Smoking/Right to Vote Notice, CA Whistleblowers 
Protection, and CA FMLA/Pregnancy Notice A/B.

Brothers Michael and Steve Ashbel in front of MMD Long Beach

MMD LB is majority owned by the Ashbel Brothers 
with Avi and Mitch Kahan holding minority interests. 
The team had cautious sales growth projections, 
but despite being open less than three months, the 
store is exceeding expectations. MMD LB is currently 
seeing 150 customers a day, over 50 of whom are new 
customers. The location is enjoying an unanticipated 
but very welcome amount of tourists who visit Long 
Beach for its many attractions, such as the Aquarium, 
beaches, boat tours, cruise travel, the Convention 
Center, and the Queen Mary. The Long Beach 
Post specifically praised MMD LB for its welcoming 
“exterior design reminiscent of a coffee shop,” bright 
showroom, and artwork filled waiting room.10

9Forget stars’ homes. These tours visit pot growers and bong makers. https://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-cannabis-tours-20190104-story.html
10https://lbpost.com/business/new-dispensaries-are-popping-up-in-long-beach-many-bringing-style-with-them/
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A local budtender helps a customer at MMD Long Beach

Baked Los Angeles

Lauren Fontein is passionate about the crossover of 
food, law and cannabis. From 2007 to 2009, Lauren 
worked as an Associate in the finance department 
of Latham & Watkins, LLP in Los Angeles. In 2009, 
she took a break from her legal career to pursue 
professional cooking. After completing a program 
in Professional Baking & Pastry Arts, she began 
developing cannabis-infused recipes for The 
Green Easy dispensary in Los Angeles. At the time, 
cannabis edibles were mostly homemade and not 
consistently dosed. Lauren was soon hired by edible 
manufacturer, Baked Los Angeles,11 to assist in the 
creation of products. Lauren created a product 
line that distinguished Baked from competitors with 
delicious, consistent, and well packaged products. 
Baked’s first products were baked goods, such as 
cookies and brownies. Dispensary owners repeatedly 
requested smaller, easier to dose edibles that would 
be practical for seriously ill patients to consume on 
a regular basis. In response, Lauren developed 
recipes for hard candies, lollipops and caramels. 
Baked’s hard candies took off as its most popular 
product. Patients loved the candies because they 
were discreet, safe to consume, tasty, appropriately 
dosed, and affordable.

 

Lauren forged relationships with the owners of 
several dispensaries and Baked quickly gained 
footing in the LA market. In 2010, Baked’s rapid 
growth enabled it to expand from a shared 
kitchen space to its own commercial kitchen facility. 
Lauren oversaw the build-out of the new facility 
and developed a new line of packaging with FDA 
compliant ingredient and nutritional information, 
THC amounts, and consumption directions. She hired 
additional sales and production staff and continued 
to grow the business, working full time at the Baked 
facility as head of operations and sales. 

In 2018, with the legalization of recreational 
cannabis in California, Lauren created a new Baked 
product line with updated packaging to comply with 
current edible cannabis regulations. Unfortunately 
the city of LA has been slow to grant licenses for 
manufacturing businesses, and Baked was forced to 
cease operations in 2018 until LA began its licensing 
process. Lauren assisted Baked with its licensing 
application and Baked expects to receive local 
approval to continue operations in early 2019. 

11www.bakedlosangeles.com
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The Artist Tree West Hollywood 

Through Baked, Lauren established long term 
working relationships with Avi, Mitch, Michael and 
Steve. In mid 2018, she partnered with Avi and Mitch 
as an owner of TAT WeHo. Drawing on her legal and 
cannabis background, Lauren became an expert on 
local and state cannabis law, communicated with 
the City of WeHo, and managed security consultants, 
architects, and a graphic designer to prepare TAT 
WeHo’s comprehensive business plan and license 
applications. Avi, Lauren, and Mitch developed West 
Hollywood specific standard operating procedures, 
based on their existing businesses, which stressed 
consumer education, security, and legal compliance. 
They partnered with chef and restaurateur Akasha 
Richmond, owner of AKASHA restaurant in Culver 
City, to create a menu of organic, sustainably 
sourced, yet decadent cannabis infused foods for 
TAT WeHo’s edible consumption space.

TAT’s focus on serving the West Hollywood community 
and designing a business that promotes its art 
culture were crucial to TAT obtaining top scores in 
West Hollywood’s highly competitive application 
process. Avi, Mitch, and Lauren are currently working 
with West Hollywood’s planning department and 
the state of California to obtain final approval for 
their businesses, with plans to commence operations 
in late 2019. TAT WeHo has confirmed plans to 
locate on Santa Monica Boulevard within a newly 
constructed, highly visible building. Its retail store, 
smoking lounge, and edible lounge will be housed 
in three separate units, creating a formidable 
presence in the heart of West Hollywood.12

12https://laist.com/2019/01/25/put_that_in_your_pipe_and_smoke_it_in_a_lounge_in_west_hollywood_someday_maybe.php
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In 2018, Lauren, Avi, Mitch, Michael, and Steve 
created ALM Management, LLC (ALM) to operate a 
licensed manufacturing, cultivation and distribution 
facility in Los Angeles. Under Phase 2 of Los Angeles’s 
cannabis licensing process, only businesses which 
were operating and supplying to licensed medical 
dispensaries prior to 2007 and which met certain social 
equity criteria, qualify for licenses. Drawing on the 
collective experience of ALM’s owners, ALM qualified 
as a Phase 2 licensee. Lauren communicated with the 
city of LA and prepared ALM’s license applications. 
As ALM builds out its facility and operates, Lauren will 
handle ongoing legal compliance and permitting. In 
December 2018, ALM received preliminary approval 
from the city of Los Angeles to operate, pending 
physical location inspection. 

At the time of submittal of this application, ALM is 
negotiating lease agreements with two potential 
properties. ALM expects to finalize an agreement 
with one of the properties in January 2019. 

Licensed Manufacturing and Cultivation in Los Angeles

ALM’s completed facility is estimated to cost 
 and will have 880 lights and a monthly 

cultivation yield of 650 pounds. The manufacturing 
space will house extraction equipment capable of 
producing 10 liters of cannabis distillate a day and 
a kitchen for edible production. ALM will supply 
legal, compliant, pesticide free marijuana, distillate, 
and edibles to all of our seven facilities in Southern 
California as well as other licensed California 
cannabis businesses. The proximity of our operation 
to our existing stores will allow ALM to effectively 
and efficiently manage operations while minimizing 
our carbon footprint.  The vertical integration of our 
collectively owned cannabis production and retail 
businesses will enable TAT to offer consistent, high 
quality, and competitively priced cannabis product, 
ultimately benefiting TAT’s retail consumers.
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Collective Industry Experience and 
Involvement in Operations at TAT

Avi, Mitch, Lauren, Michael and Steve are experts 
in the Southern California cannabis industry. Over 
the past 12 years, they have been directly involved 
in the operations of five legally operating cannabis 
retail locations in Southern California as well as 
manufacturing and cultivation businesses. In 2019, 
they will commence operations on TAT WeHo 
and a large, licensed Los Angeles manufacturing, 
distribution and cultivation facility. Their collective 
experience and day-to-day involvement has 
enabled them to successfully and consistently serve 
over 1,000 cannabis consumers a day in Southern 
California. They have built out multiple locations 
that far surpass competing businesses in terms of 
design, customer service and product offerings. They 
have implemented successful business practices 
to acquire and retain high quality team members 
and maintain welcoming workplace environments. 
Firsthand experiences with robberies have helped 
them devise highly detailed security protocols that 
incorporate a large security staff and state-of-the-art 
security technology. 

They have established relationships with distributors 
and manufacturers that will aid them in sourcing 
high quality products for TAT. They have employed 
many different marketing tactics, including digital 
advertising, print ads, social media, partnerships 
with artists, PR and in-store promotions, all of which 
have consistently grown the customer base. 

Over the past 12 years, they have worked as a 
cohesive team, each contributing valuable skills to 
their businesses. They have navigated the constantly 
changing legal landscape, are in constant 
communication with state and local regulatory 
authorities, and continue to adapt to and comply 
with all state and local laws. As cannabis industry 
veterans, they are committed to remaining successful 
operators in Los Angeles, Long Beach, West 
Hollywood, and Pasadena, as well as expanding 
their business to additional California cities. Their 
collective cannabis industry expertise will allow TAT 
to hit the ground running, giving it a tremendous 
advantage over other applicants as we begin our 
Pasadena endeavor. 

At TAT, Mitch will serve as Head of Operations, 
drawing on his extensive experience building out 
and operating cannabis retail businesses. Mitch will 
oversee the General Manager, Head of Marketing, 
Head of Customer Relations, Purchasing Manager, 
and the Sales Manager, meeting with these 
individuals weekly to ensure smooth operations. He 
will participate in hiring decisions for key personnel 
and TAT’s security team.

Avi will serve as Head of Finance at TAT, drawing 
on his years of experience with retail accounting 
and cannabis regulatory compliance. He will track 
expenses, regularly monitor the POS and METRC 
systems to ensure compliance, review and authorize 
capital expenditures, track tax reporting to the City 
and state, and ensure the continued liquidity and 
financial success of TAT. He will oversee the Head 
of Business Development and the Certified Public 
Accountant and manage the build out of TAT’s 
Pasadena location. 

Lauren will serve as Head of Legal Compliance at 
TAT. She will monitor changes to state and local law 
and adapt TAT’s standard operating procedures to 
ensure continued legal compliance. She will draft 
application renewals for annual licenses and work 
with the city and state regulatory agencies to obtain 
necessary permits and building licenses.
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Aviv Halimi
Environmental Expert and Minority Owner
 

Aviv Halimi graduated from the University of Southern 
California with a BA in Business Administration and 
Masters degree in Economics. After working in the 
financial sector for Smith Barney and Morgan Stanley 
for several years, Aviv left to pursue his passion for 
sustainable products. Aviv founded Encore Recycling, 
the first company in the United States dedicated 
to recycling agricultural plastics. Under Aviv’s 
supervision, Encore and its sister company Command 
Packaging have grown to include 300,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space, across two 24/7 facilities 
and 290 full time employees. They divert 50 million 
pounds of agricultural plastic from California landfills 
each year. Aviv will draw on his extensive experience 
to manage TAT’s supply chain and to implement a 
sustainable packaging and recycling program.

Dennis Kahan
Minority Owner

Dennis Kahan is a retired lawyer and businessman 
born and raised in Los Angeles. He was an 
original pioneer in geolocation technology, and 
he founded and served as CEO of Teletrac, which 
was later acquired by PacTel. He has a passion 
for philanthropy, recently donating $500,000 to the 
Cedars Sinai Heart Institute. Dennis is an owner of 
The Rehabilitation Center of Beverly Hills, a 150 bed, 
highly regulated, rehabilitation and skilled nursing 
center. He is an active investor in real estate and the 
adult use cannabis industry.
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Overview

TAT’s founding team has deep-seated philanthropic 
interests. In particular, we are committed to (1) 
providing employment opportunities to marginalized 
individuals, (2) enabling local artists, and (3) supplying 
fresh foods to low income individuals. Through our 
existing businesses and individually, we contribute 
to these causes. We are committed to adding to the 
vibrancy of Pasadena and will promote Pasadena’s 
core values of “diversity and inclusiveness” and 
“honesty and integrity,” while honoring the City’s 
rich legacy. In crafting this plan, we have relied on 
Pasadena’s values and the overarching goal of the 
City Council to improve residents’ quality of life and 
the local economy through community engagement. 

Purpose
The purpose of TAT’s community benefits plan is to 
meaningfully impact the lives of others and provide 
Pasadena residents and organizations the resources 
they need to be successful. 

Participation
The city of Pasadena values “Responsiveness” and 
“Accountability” and so do we. TAT will engage 
the local community in our outreach efforts by (1) 
informing neighbors and other businesses of our 
opening; (2) forging relationships with nonprofits in 
need; and (3) and welcoming the community into 
our store. TAT will gather input from members of the 
community to gain a personalized understanding of 
the City’s needs. We are committed to strengthening 
our connection with the community (as outlined 
below), and will provide maximum opportunities for 
members of the public to get involved in and lead 
our philanthropic efforts.

Community Public Meeting
Upon opening our store, TAT will host a community 
outreach public meeting. At the meeting, we will 
present our community benefits plan and community 
outreach calendar. We will open a dialogue with 
community members to solidify and improve upon 
the plan. We are happy to revise our plans to include 
support for organizations we may have missed that 
hold special meaning to the community.

Citizens’ Panel
Members from nonprofit organizations, TAT 
consumers, City commission and board members, 
and other members of the community will have the 
opportunity to join our citizens’ panel. The panel will 
meet several times a year to discuss pressing community 
issues and place priority on giving campaigns, in-kind 
donation drives, and volunteer efforts. 

Community Surveys
Twice a year, we will conduct a community survey, 
which we will promote at our retail store and through 
social media. We will actively encourage consumers 
and other community members to participate. The 
surveys will solicit input from the community on the 
impact of our business, the effectiveness of our 
ongoing outreach efforts, specific ways we can 
improve Pasadena as a whole, and ways we can 
improve the neighborhood immediately surrounding 
our location. TAT values the answers provided by 
community members and will integrate them into our 
community plan.

Sub-Section 2B: Community Benefits
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1. Employment Opportunities, 
Fair and Equitable Hiring 
Procedures, and Compensation

A. Providing Employment to Disadvantaged 
Groups 

TAT’s team is compassionate about providing 
jobs to minorities, low income individuals, those 
most harmed by cannabis criminalization, and 
others struggling to find steady, well compensated 
employment. All of our cannabis businesses have an 
open door hiring policy and have provided jobs to 
valuable and diverse individuals with unconventional 
backgrounds. 

For example, TAT owners Avi and Mitchell Kahan 
have employed many minorities and individuals 
with prior cannabis charges at their Los Angeles 
cannabis retail locations. In 2008, Avi and Mitch 
hired Elmer Aguilar, a Honduran immigrant, TGE 
patient, and neighborhood resident, as one of TGE’s 
first budtenders. Prior to employment at TGE,  

 
 Avi and Mitch recognized Elmer’s 

exceptional customer service skills, promoting him 
within TGE and eventually to General Manager of 
their sister store, Canto Diem. Because of Elmer’s 
success in increasing sales through innovative 
customer discount and retention programs, Avi and 
Mitch included profit sharing as a portion of his 
compensation. At Canto Diem, Elmer contributed a 
unique, diverse perspective and helped tailor the 
store to the immediate community.

  

Elmer Aguilar
Minority Owner and General Manager
The Artist Tree West Hollywood

Elmer continued his pattern of success. In 2018, he 
became a minority owner of TAT WeHo, leaving 
Canto to work full time on developing TAT’s retail 
store in West Hollywood. He has become much 
more than an employee and will serve as General 
Manager of TAT WeHo’s retail space. In addition to 
Elmer, Avi and Mitch currently staff a diverse team 
of budtenders, security personnel, and management 
personnel at their retail stores, including female 
and minority store managers, Ilana Dreicer and 
Lalaine Vergara-Paras at Canto Diem. Avi and Mitch 
recognize the importance of employing personnel 
with diverse perspectives and ties to the immediate 
surroundings, and will source employees from the 
Pasadena community, encouraging persons from all 
backgrounds to seek employment at TAT.

Managers of Canto Diem retail store,
Lalaine Vergara-Paras and Ilana Dreicer

THE ARTIST TREE II'S APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS RETAILER LICENSE, CITY OF PASADENA
102 OF 135

REDACTED



The Artist Tree 61Retailer

Proprietary & Confidential Information of Adamant Law Group, PC & The Artist Tree II, LLC. Not for Publication.

Section 2: Business Plan

Teach and Train Job Placement Program

To advance the City’s values of “Diversity and Inclusiveness” and as a way to offer individuals an opportunity 
to succeed in the expanding cannabis employment market, TAT has developed a one-of-a-kind Teach and 
Train Job Placement Program. The Teach and Train program provides individuals interested in employment in 
the cannabis industry a head start by giving them priority for TAT positions.

What TAT will offer free cannabis job placement training through focused workshops. The 
workshops will provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to learn 
about the cannabis industry in general and specific positions available within our 
company. Upon picking a cannabis industry position that fits their personality, Teach 
and Train participants will be assigned to smaller focus groups where they will be 
trained on the skills required for the position of interest. TAT will give any Teach and 
Train attendees priority for TAT positions during the job application process.

Where We will host our workshops at a local public library or community center.

When Time will vary dependent upon library and community center availability. Workshops 
will be offered once a month for a three hour period or as necessary to serve 
interested participants.

Who All members of the public who are interested in employment in the cannabis 
industry may register.

Why Our program will provide those who have no experience or who may struggle 
with employment with an opportunity to gain an advantage over others during 
TAT’s job application process. As our program is open to all who are interested, 
all have equal opportunity. We recognize that there is a significant percentage of 
the population who struggle with obtaining employment, and we want to provide 
targeted assistance to these individuals.

Info Our workshop will include (1) the history of cannabis legalization in CA and an 
overview of current regulations; (2) explanation of all TAT job positions; (3) specific 
information on the position of interest of the attendee; and (4) interview preparation 
and application drafting assistance.
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B. Fair and Equitable Hiring Procedures

TAT has developed the following hiring procedures to 
ensure fair and equitable staffing. 

Wages Paid Exceed the Suggested Living Wage
It is our practice to monitor increases in the suggested 
living wage yearly, and adjust wages and salaries 
paid, accordingly. We offer competitive salaries for all 
personnel as detailed in the Employee Compensation 
section below.

Non-Discrimination Policy
All qualified applicants will receive consideration 
for employment without regard to race, national 
origin, age, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, 
marital status, veteran status, gender identity or 
expression, or any other basis protected by local, 
state, or federal law. This policy applies to all aspects 
of one’s employment, including hiring, transferring, 
promotions, compensation, eligibility for benefits 
and termination. After analyzing the duties, functions 
and competencies relevant to a particular job, TAT 
creates objective, job related qualification standards 
to those duties, functions and competencies, free of 
discrimination. 

Disability Accommodation
TAT will make reasonable accommodations for the 
known physical or mental limitations of an otherwise 
qualified individual with a disability who is an 
applicant or employee.

Religious Accommodation
We celebrate diversity and encourage applicants 
of all (or no) faiths to apply for employment with 
TAT. We will provide reasonable accommodation 
for interested applicants’ and employees religious 
beliefs, observances, and practices. 

Communicating Employment Opportunities
TAT will seek employees from non-traditional sources to 
promote the diversity of our team. We feel that the most 
impactful way to diversify our employee population is to 
ensure that those in underrepresented communities are 
receiving opportunities to apply for TAT employment. 
To achieve this goal, we will work with local nonprofit 
and community organizations that offer employment 
services to source TAT employees, including:

1. Pasadena Department of Social Services, which 
provides employment focused services to families 
with minor children who have income and 
property below State maximum limits; 

2. Pasadena Community Job Center, which connects 
reliable workers with employers and serves 
as a community hub for education and cultural 
exchange; and 

3. Foothill Workforce Development Board, which 
provides job training and employment services 
within Pasadena.

These local nonprofits and organizations all serve 
low income minority groups which have been 
disproportionately impacted by prior cannabis laws. 

Teach and Train Program
Prior to applying for a TAT position, interested 
individuals can attend our free Teach and Train 
program (described fully above). We will advertise 
our Teach and Train Program via the organizations 
listed above as well as wehireheroes.com, a job 
board for military veterans, and womensjoblist.com, a 
job board specifically for women. TAT will give priority 
consideration for employment to those who attend 
our Teach and Train program.  

Welcoming Interview Process
TAT will promote our open-door hiring policy through 
a casual, non-threatening application process. Many 
individuals feel nervous and insecure during job 
interviews, especially those from marginalized social 
groups. We recognize this and will offer an inclusive, 
relaxed interview process. We encourage applicants 
to dress casually and will not require formal resumés 
or cover letters. Our interviewers will be trained to 
treat all applicants equally, while being sensitive to 
the difficulties certain individuals encounter in the job 
application process.

Initial Start Date and Orientation
After completing the interview process, TAT will 
formally offer positions within our company to qualified 
candidates. Upon acceptance, new-hires will begin 
our employee training program and become valued 
members of our team.
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Background Checks
TAT recognizes the importance of maintaining a safe, 
secure workplace with employees who are qualified, 
reliable, nonviolent, and who do not present a risk of 
serious harm to others. To promote these concerns 
and interests, we reserve the right to obtain and 
to review an applicant’s or an employee’s criminal 
conviction record and related information and to 
use such information when making employment 
decisions to the extent permissible under the law. 

Terms, Conditions, and Privileges of Employment
We monitor compensation practices and 
performance appraisal systems for patterns of 
potential discrimination. We base performance 
appraisals on each individual employees job 
performance.

C. Compensation Packages

TAT will pay competitive starting salaries for all 
personnel, ranging from  a year for front desk 
staff,  a year for shift leads, and  a 
year for Floor Managers to  a year for our 
general manager. All full time employees will receive 
benefits equal to 25-30% of their salaries. See the 
Financial Model in Section 2A of this application for 
a complete list of employees and compensation. 

Benefits

TAT has budgeted amounts equivalent to 25-30% 
of employee salaries, depending on employment 
position, to provide our employees with a superior 
benefits package.

Health Insurance
All employees are eligible to participate in our 
health insurance program. TAT will cover 50% of 
health insurance premiums for full-time employees. 
Part-time employees will receive a  
health care stipend and the opportunity to join the 
company health insurance plan.

Dental Insurance
All employees are eligible to participate in our 
dental care program. TAT will cover 50% of dental 
insurance premiums for full-time employees. Part-
time employees have the opportunity to join the 
company plan.

Vision Insurance
All employees are eligible to participate in our 
vision insurance program. TAT will cover 100% of 
vision insurance premiums for full-time employees. 
Part-time employees have the opportunity to join the 
company plan.

Medical & Dental Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
Full-time employees are eligible to participate in our 
medical and dental expense FSA, allowing them to 
set aside pre-tax earnings for qualified expenses. 

Maternity & Paternity Leave 
TAT strictly adheres to California maternity and 
family leave laws as required by the Family and 
Medical Leave Act (FMLA), California Family Rights 
Act (CFRA), California State Disability Insurance 
(CA-SDI), and Paid Family Leave (PFL). In addition 
to the leave provided under these laws, TAT offers 
4 additional weeks of paid leave for all full time 
employees welcoming a new child.

401K Plan 
TAT offers a 401K plan to all full-time employees. TAT 
will match 50% of employee contributions for the first 
6% of salary an employee contributes to his/her plan.

Employee Discount
All employees are entitled to a 20% discount on all 
products.

Paid Time Off

Vacation & Paid Time Off
TAT provides employees with compensated days 
off for vacation or personal necessity. Paid time is 
accrued by employees throughout the year based 
on the number of hours worked. 
Full-time: 15 days of paid vacation per year.
Part-time: 7 days of paid vacation per year.

Sick Days
Full-time and Part-time employees receive up to 10 
compensated days off per year for sick leave. 
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Volunteer Time Off
TAT is committed to giving back to the community. 
All employees are entitled to paid time off for time 
spent volunteering with a nonprofit organization or 
at a Pasadena sponsored community event.

Full-time
4 hours per month, up to 24 paid hours per year.

Part-time
4 hours per month, up to 12 paid hours per year.

Uncompensated Time Off

If an employee has exhausted all of his or her 
compensated days off, TAT provides up to 20 
uncompensated days off per year for an illness of 
the employee or his or her immediate family.

D. Union Membership

Pursuant to the regulations of the State of California, 
TAT certifies that it will negotiate and enter into a 
Labor Peace Agreement with a recognized union 
representing cannabis workers. We have identified 
United Cannabis Workers (UCW) and UFCW 770 as 
two viable options for a partnership.

Avi and Mitch Kahan with The Green Easy Assistant Manager, Sumaiya Islam.
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2. Community Engagement and 
Calendar 

Giving back to the community is a primary focus of 
TAT. We have a variety of philanthropic goals and 
will work with several local organizations to further 
those goals. 

Reducing Food Insecurity 
TAT ownership team currently volunteers with Food 
Forward, an organization that collects fresh produce 
and distributes it to people in need throughout the 
greater Los Angeles area. Food Forward distributes 
to Pasadena residents through Friends in Deed, a 
Pasadena-based nonprofit. Friends in Deed also 
operates The Food Pantry to collect and distribute 
food to low income individuals. In conjunction with 
Food Forward and Friends in Deed, TAT will host food 
drives and provide volunteers. We will encourage 
participation by allowing every employee to earn up 
to four hours of paid work per month for hours spent 
volunteering and offering discounts to customers 
who contribute to food drives. 

Supporting Local Artists
TAT’s retail space includes a prominent section 
dedicated to displaying works of art and cannabis 
educational materials (the Cannabis Learning 
Center). TAT also plans to include original works of 
public art on the exterior of its building, enhancing 
Pasadena’s cultural landscape. TAT will partner with 
the Pasadena Arts Alliance, Pasadena Society of 
Artists, and the City’s Public Arts Task Force to connect 
with local artists and source art for our exhibits. We 
will work closely with the City in developing TAT art 
displays to promote the objectives of Pasadena’s 
Cultural Nexus Plan and Public Art Master Plan. 

Society of Young Philanthropists (SYP)
For multiple years, TAT owners have been active with 
SYP, which brings together young professionals to 
pool resources and skills for the benefit of charitable 
causes. SYP hosts an annual fundraising gala each 
fall, with proceeds going to different charities. 
Past beneficiaries include Children of Promise and 
Doctors Without Borders. The next event is scheduled 
for October 2019. TAT will co-sponsor this event and 
will select a local non-profit as the beneficiary of 
35% of the event’s proceeds.

Community Calendar
We have created a Community Calendar focused 
on serving Pasadena. The Calendar provides an 
overview of the organizations TAT will partner with 
and the ways in which we will collaborate with 
them to benefit residents of Pasadena. Through a 
designated monthly focus, we will offer lecture series, 
support local nonprofits, participate in community 
events, and host workshops, all of which will be 
open to the public. 
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January

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Hathaway-Sycamores Child and Family Services
TAT seeks to help individuals struggling with mental illness. To further this goal, TAT will work with Hathaway-
Sycamores Child and Family Services, supporting their outstanding efforts related to providing mental health 
services to children, young adults and families in the area.

Monthly Focus: Mental Wellness
Lecture Series: Cannabis Alternative Remedies to Promote a Healthy Mind
Community Event Participation: Family Health, Fitness and Nutrition Resource Fair
Giving Goal:  supporting the Resource Fair

February

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Ebony Ladies of Distinction (Pasadena Senior Center)
Celebrating diversity and inclusiveness, TAT has selected the Black History Month Celebration sponsored by the 
Ebony Ladies of Distinction as our monthly focus. The Ebony Ladies of Distinction was founded in the early 2000s 
to provide representation of African American culture at the Pasadena Senior Center and in the community. 

Monthly Focus: Black History Month
Lecture Series: ACLU Diversity Awareness (Presented by a member of the ACLU)
Community Event Participation: Ebony Ladies of Distinction Black History Month Celebration Lunch
Giving Goal: 

March

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Elizabeth House
TAT aims to improve the lives of those living in poverty and suffering from economic insecurity. Understanding 
that affording even the basic essentials such as food, clothing and housing can be a struggle, we have 
selected the Elizabeth House as our March focus. Elizabeth House provides resources to women most in need. 
TAT will offer a cannabis career coaching event for women receiving services through Elizabeth House who 
are seeking employment. 
 
Monthly Focus: Celebrating Women (Women’s History Month)
Lecture Series: Career Opportunities in the Cannabis Industry
Community Event Participation: In partnership with Elizabeth House, host resumé writing workshop.
Giving Goal: Workshop volunteer hours and  to Elizabeth House

Community Calendar

We have created a Community Calendar focused on serving Pasadena. The Calendar provides an overview 
of the organizations TAT will partner with and the ways in which we will collaborate with them to benefit 
residents of Pasadena. Through a designated monthly focus, we will offer lecture series, support local 
nonprofits, participate in community events, and host workshops, all of which will be open to the public. 
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April
 
Community/NonProfit Partnership: Pasadena Art Alliance (PAA)
TAT will partner with the Pasadena Art Alliance, whose goals align with our company mission of enhancing 
the local community by supporting the arts. TAT will promote and provide volunteer assistance for PAA’s 
annual Treasure Sale. TAT will also support PAA’s fundraising efforts to fund awards and grants for Southern 
California arts organizations and assist with PAA’s biennial art auction fundraiser in 2020.

Monthly Focus: Appreciation of the Arts
Lecture Series: Promoting Arts in Education (PAA Guest Speaker)
Community Event Participation: Pasadena Art Alliance Treasure Sale (Assist with gathering items and setting 
up for the sale)
Giving Goal: Showcase artwork provided by Pasadena Art Alliance to promote local artists

May

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Pasadena Senior Center
The Pasadena Senior Center is a nonprofit organization that helps older adults enrich and empower their lives. 
The Center provides opportunities for social interaction, recreation, basic support services, and education for 
the seniors of Pasadena. Recognizing the value of seniors in our community, TAT is eager to volunteer with 
the Pasadena Senior Center and engage with the seniors it serves. 

Monthly Focus: Celebrating Seniors
Lecture Series: Cannabis Uses for Seniors 
Community Event Participation: Pasadena Senior Center Health Fair
Giving Goal: 4 volunteer hours per staff member for Health Fair

June

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Friends in Deed
The Food Pantry is a program offered through Friends in Deed, which provides food assistance to more than 300 
low-income households per week in the Pasadena area. Food donations are received from local grocery stores, 
Food Forward, Urban Harvester, the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank and many other local organizations. TAT will 
help reduce food insecurity throughout Pasadena by gathering donations and volunteering for The Food Pantry. 

Monthly Focus: Food Insecurity Prevention 
Lecture Series: Proper Nutrition: Eating Healthy on a Budget (Guest Speaker from Friends in Deed)
Community Event Participation: Organize a staff volunteer day at The Food Pantry
Giving Goal: Collect  from the “Needed Foods” list for donation
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July

Community/NonProfit Partnership: AbilityFirst
AbilityFirst provides a variety of programs designed to help people with disabilities. It empowers individuals 
with autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome and other intellectual/developmental disabilities to develop the 
skills necessary to achieve their goals. TAT values all members of the community and seeks to support those with 
disabilities through our hiring practices and charitable efforts. TAT will work with AbilityFirst to provide volunteer 
assistance and financial support for its housing, career training, after school, and social recreation programs.

Monthly Focus: Disability Awareness & Acceptance
Lecture Series: Looking Beyond Disabilities (AbilityFirst Speaker)
Community Event Participation: AbilityFEST 
Giving Goal:  to AbilityFirst, provide TAT employee volunteers and 
encourage customers to attend AbilityFEST

August

Community/NonProfit Partnership: San Gabriel Valley Pride 
San Gabriel Valley Pride (SGVP) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting LGBTQ culture and 
instilling pride and respect among members of the LGBTQ community. SGVP hosts the annual San Gabriel 
Valley Pride Festival. The Festival includes a “Keith Haring Family Art Area” where attendees can participate 
in a communal art project (in conjunction with Big Draw LA) that symbolizes LGBTQ community, unification and 
equality. TAT will help sponsor the SGVP Festival and participate in the Festival with the goal of promoting 
LGBTQ culture and art.

Monthly Focus: LGBTQ Pride and Acceptance
Lecture Series: Community Panel on Understanding Diversity
Community Event Participation: Volunteer on committee for San Gabriel Valley Pride Festival to take place 
in October 2019. 
Giving Goal:  for SGVP Festival

September

Community/NonProfit Partnership: American Heart Association
TAT owners Avi and Mitch Kahan have a personal connection to the American Heart Association (AHA).  

 Through TAT, the Kahans seek to educate the public about healthy lifestyle choices and heart 
disease prevention. TAT will work with the AHA to fund research programs and grants and will participate 
in the Pasadena Heart Walk to support research, prevention initiatives, and provide better patient care for 
cardiovascular disease. 

Monthly Focus: Heart Health
Lecture Series: Living a Heart Healthy Life (Guest Speaker from AHA)
Community Event Participation: Pasadena Heart Walk
Giving Goal: 
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October

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Pasadena Goes Pink (Pasadena Fire Department)
Every October, the Pasadena Fire Department partners with Huntington Hospital to bring awareness to 
breast cancer with Pasadena Goes Pink fundraisers. TAT will host lectures, fundraise, and participate in 
Pasadena Goes Pink to bring awareness to breast cancer and support prevention and treatment. 

Monthly Focus: Breast Cancer Prevention & Recovery
Lecture Series: Guest speaker from Huntington Hospital
Community Event Participation: Pasadena Goes Pink
Giving Goal: 

November

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Pasadena Post of The American Legion (Post 13)
Post 13 honors defenders, veterans, and their families. Post 13 hosts a plethora of events from omelet 
breakfasts, swing dancing and karaoke nights, to their Hall of Fame Gala. TAT appreciates all that our 
veterans have done serving our country and providing the freedoms we enjoy today. Supporting Post 13 
provides programming that will advance the lives of our nation’s heroes.

Monthly Focus: Celebrating Veterans
Lecture Series: Cannabis Career Coaching for Veterans
Community Event Participation: Attend Post 13 Annual Gala
Community Give: Sponsor  at the Annual Gala and provide volunteers for the event

December

Community/NonProfit Partnership: Pasadena Beautiful Foundation
As our name implies, The Artist Tree is dedicated to protecting the environment and enhancing the beauty of our 
urban surroundings. In researching organizations who share a similar focus, we identified Pasadena Beautiful 
Foundation (PBF). During the month of December, our employees will volunteer their time with PBF Wednesday 
Workdays. We are not afraid to get our hands dirty and will help weed, prune, and clean up Pasadena parks. 

Monthly Focus: Environmental Sustainability
Lecture Series: Eco-friendly business practices (Speaker from PBF)
Community Event Participation: PBF Wednesday Workday
Giving Goal: 
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3. Business to Business Engagement

Neighborhood Outreach
TAT’s ownership team has first-hand experience moving a cannabis business into a new neighborhood. (See 
application Section 1 above) Neighboring businesses and nearby residents often express concern regarding 
how a cannabis business will affect the business community or impact the residential quality of life. TAT has 
developed the following plan to introduce ourselves and our business model, ease any lingering concerns, 
and build relationships with our neighbors.

Step 1 Schedule Open House 
The open house will give business owners and residents an opportunity to come ask 
questions, discuss concerns (e.g., parking, noise, or odor), discuss our security plan, 
and learn about what our business will offer the community.

Step 2 Door-to-Door Canvassing 
TAT employees will go door to door to meet business and residential neighbors 
immediately surrounding our location. We will answer any questions presented, 
address any outstanding concerns, set up individual tours of our business, and provide 
information on TAT’s plan to positively impact the community.

Step 3 Provide Abundant Security
By providing extensive security, including patrolling security guards around our property, 
TAT will promote “Public Safety” and create a safer community than prior to our locating 
in the area.

Step 4 Open Door Policy 
TAT has an open-door policy. We encourage neighbors who feel negatively affected 
by our operations to reach out to our Customer Relations Manager and discuss all 
concerns. We will setup a special telephone number and email address where all 
complaints can be filed, concerns addressed and questions asked.
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Business-to-Business Partnerships

TAT is uniquely suited to develop business-to-business 
partnerships with Pasadena’s business community 
through our focus on enhancing the arts with 
cannabis. The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 
(PCC) brings together businesses and professionals 
to help each member succeed while improving the 
economic stability of the community. As a member 
of the PCC, TAT will strengthen our connection to the 
community by continually including local businesses 
into our operations. TAT is currently a member 
of the West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce’s 
(WHCC) Leadership Council. TAT owners are actively 
involved in the WHCC’s legislative and community 
development efforts. In Pasadena, TAT will work with 
the PCC to promote economic growth, while recruiting 
businesses to join our philanthropic efforts. Below is 
a sample of our business-to-business partnerships.

Arts Enhancement Program
As part of our business plan of using cannabis to 
enhance the arts, consumers who present proof (e.g., 
ticket stub, receipt) of any event related to the arts or 
entertainment (e.g., theatrical performance, concert, 
museum) will receive a 15% same day discount on 
all purchases. Within the City, we have identified 
the California Art Club, Armory Center for the Arts, 
Pasadena Museum of California Art, Norton Simon 
Museum, Pasadena Museum of History, Pasadena 
Civic Center, Pasadena Playhouse, A Noise Within 
Theater, and many others as prime places for our 
cannabis enhancement program. We will actively 
publicize their event schedules in an effort to drive 
traffic to their locations.

Tourism Program
To encourage tourism within the City, consumers 
who show proof of their local hotel reservation will 
receive a 15% discount on all purchases. We have 
identified The Langham Huntington Pasadena, 
Sheraton Pasadena Hotel, The Patrician Hollywood 
Universal, and many others as prime candidates for 
this program. We will advertise within the City’s hotels 
(whenever possible) to strengthen the symbiotic 
relationship between tourism and cannabis.  

Dining Enhancement Program
Cannabis enhances the culinary experience. 
Consumers who show proof of any restaurant 
reservation within the City will receive a 15% same 
day discount on all purchases. We have identified 
Café Chimichurri, Gale’s, True Food Kitchen, Union, 
and Fishwives as a few of the many restaurants in 
the City whom would benefit from this program.  

Utilizing Local Businesses
In addition to offering a substantial discount program, 
we fully intend to utilize local businesses to fulfill our 
own internal business needs. As a new business in 
Pasadena, we will partner with existing businesses, 
such as Thirsty Agency for our advertising and 
marketing needs, Jesse’s Uniforms for our employee 
uniform needs, and Econoprint Printing & Graphics 
for all of our printing needs. TAT will also utilize a 
local construction company to buildout and maintain 
our museum inspired retail showroom.
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Building Design and Neighborhood 
Integration

TAT’s adult-use retail design was derived with 
the goals of enhancing Pasadena’s streetscape, 
maximizing building security and providing an 
exceptional customer experience. Pasadena is known 
for its distinctive, historic architecture and welcoming 
public spaces. In designing TAT’s retail storefront, we 
relied heavily on the City’s design principles to create 
a space that would integrate into the surrounding 
landscape while adding a new visual perspective. 
We worked with Bruno Bondanelli, a LEED Accredited 
architect and licensed member of the American 
Institute of Architects, to develop a space that is 
beautiful, environmentally friendly, and secure. 

We plan to locate our store at 169 West Colorado 
Boulevard in the heart of Old Pasadena. Our current 
design integrates the surrounding properties and 
overall style of Old Pasadena. The 5,500 square foot 
space includes 2,100 square feet of retail showroom. 
Should our original location be unavailable, we are 
fully prepared to adapt our plans to suit another 
Pasadena location. 

We have incorporated Pasadena’s Design Principles1 
into our design, in particular, cultural expression, 
contextual fit, visual transparency and environmental 
consciousness. 

Cultural Expression  
TAT promotes Pasadena’s desire for its buildings to 
express local history and culture. The exterior, west 
facing wall of our building will house original works 
of urban art. TAT will work with Pasadena’s Public Art 
Task Force and local artists to commission a piece 
that contributes to the City’s rich arts culture and 
draws visitors to our space. 

The interior of our space includes a unique Cannabis 
Learning Center (CLC), dedicated to artwork 
displays and educational cannabis exhibits. The CLC 
is prominently featured in the front portion of our 
store, facing Colorado Boulevard. It is an attractive 
museum-like space, visible to people passing by 
and anyone who enters our retail store. Through 
large windows facing the street, the CLC provides 
a feeling of openness and connection between TAT 
and people outside.

Contextual Fit (See Figures 1 & 2 below)
Our Colorado Boulevard location is within Pasadena’s 
Central District or “Downtown,” which borders the 
210 and 710 Freeways and encompasses the Civic 
Center, the Playhouse District and Old Pasadena. 
Old Pasadena is a bustling retail and entertainment 
destination and the historic core of the City. It has an 

1https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/planning/planning-division/design-and-historic-preservation/design-review/ and Central District Specific Plan
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identifiable aesthetic with a number of architecturally 
and historically significant buildings. TAT will 
enhance the façade of the existing building to match 
the overall urban design of Old Pasadena. We have 
budgeted  for improvements to 
the building’s façade (see Financial Plan). While the 
existing building exterior is simple and unoriginal, 
TAT’s design artfully incorporates classical elements, 
providing a transition between the older buildings in 
the area and the new.

Visual Transparency
TAT’s prominent building entry, with large, decorative 
metal doors and windows into our art gallery provides 
welcoming access to our business and “establish[es] 
an easy transition between exterior and interior 
space.”2 Providing views of original works of art and 
intriguing cannabis memorabilia, TAT’s exterior will 
draw in potential customers with its “rich visual detail.”

Environmental Consciousness 
Bondanelli incorporated his extensive knowledge of 
green building practices when creating TAT’s design, 
furthering the City’s goal of promoting environmental 
sustainability. The roof contains solar panels to 
provide 100% green energy, and the interior includes 
energy efficient fixtures and appliances to minimize 
the use of electricity and water within our facility. 
The external façade is made of Hanson eco friendly 
concrete and natural stone. The store windows and 
skylight provide daylighting, and light bulbs within 
the facility will be energy efficient LED lights to 
minimize energy consumption. TAT will also employ 
a high efficiency ventilation system and closed room 
environment to further reduce energy use. In addition, 
we use eco-friendly materials in our interior, such as 
ceramic floor tiles, reclaimed wood and recycled 
glass and plastic fixtures.

Facility Design

Instead of a showy exterior, TAT’s exterior features a 
neutral color palette and natural elements to attract 
customers while blending in with the surroundings. 
TAT’s logo is featured in multiple places, creating 
brand recognition without being loud or obtrusive 
like the neon green crosses of the past.  

 
 
 

 

From the street, visitors can get a glimpse of our 
CLC and art exhibits, while other parts of the store’s 
interior are shielded from view, creating a museum 
gallery aesthetic while protecting customer privacy.  
Visitors enter the store via the CLC and can spend 
time enjoying its exhibits or proceed directly to the 
lobby, creating a feeling of intimacy for patrons 
entering the building. The CLC is filled with glass 
display cases, wall art, and interactive media, 
distinguishing TAT from other cannabis stores. 

Security Features of Exterior Design

Waiting Room (See Figure 3 below)
The CLC leads to a large, inviting waiting room with a 
custom built, wood check-in desk. TAT’s logo adorns 
the wall and ceiling. The lobby includes chairs 
and comfortable couches where patrons can wait 
if the showroom is at capacity.  

 patrons may gain 
access to the main showroom or private showroom. 

 
 

Showroom (See Figure 4 below)
The showroom is understated and uncluttered, 
using materials in clear, geometrically organized 
proportions based on anthropometrics. Patrons can 
begin browsing on one of the self service ordering 
stations, view merchandise along the walls, or visit 
one of the budtender stations. The floor will be 
made of highly durable ceramic tile, which is eco-

2Pasadena Citywide Design Principles https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/56/2017/08/Citywide-Design-Principles.pdf
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friendly and easy to clean. Rotating works of local 
artists are displayed on the walls, creating an ever 
changing environment and promoting Pasadena’s 
art community.

The open floor plan has five self service ordering 
stations spread throughout the showroom. The 
stations, made of reclaimed lumber with steel 
legs, allow TAT to accommodate higher traffic 
flow with more efficient processing times than a 
traditional bud bar design. Each self service station 
will have an inlaid glass section, goblets (flower 
storage containers), and tablets. The inlaid glass 
section contains TAT’s most popular edibles, vape 
cartridges, topicals and tinctures for consumers to 
view. Each goblet contains a cannabis flower sample, 
suspended within for perfect viewing. Each goblet 
also has a built in magnification lense, providing a 
detailed view of the flower, and aroma holes with 
removable stoppers, allowing consumers to smell 
the flower.  

 
Next to the goblets are tablets where consumers 
can browse detailed product information and place 
their orders.  

The showroom also has two budtender stations for 
first time consumers, tourists, or anyone who wants 
a more personalized experience. Budtender stations 
are stocked with one of every product and are 
staffed by highly trained budtenders eager to share 
knowledge about product offerings. Budtenders 
can tailor specific product offerings to different 
consumers and will provide a customer service 
oriented experience for all who desire it. 

Beautiful merchandise display cases line the 
perimeter of the showroom. Unlike most stores 
that line the check out area with high margin, eye 
catching products, TAT sets merchandising away 
from the payment queue creating a carefree, open, 
and less forceful shopping experience than other 
retail locations.  

Private Showroom (See Figure 5)
A distinguishing and highly useful feature of TAT is its 
private showroom, accessible directly from the lobby. 
The private room may be used by anyone seeking 
additional information or privacy. It caters to people 
who are curious but not yet fully comfortable with 

cannabis, individuals who are handicapped, elderly, 
or celebrities. The room is fully stocked with one of 
every product, allowing exploration and education 
while providing maximum privacy and comfort. The 
room is accessible by employees from the back of 
house so that a budtender will be waiting inside when 
a consumer is granted entry into the private room. 

Security of Retail Interior

3http://www.bdg-architecture.com/
4https://warwickgroup.net/
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About Our Architect

Bruno Bondanelli3 has a long history of creating 
distinctive architectural designs with a focus 
on environmental sustainability. He graduated 
from the University of Southern California with a 
Masters in Architecture and is a licensed member 
of the American Institute of Architects. He is LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
Accredited and is an expert at designing highly 
efficient and cost-saving green buildings. 

Bondanelli specializes in leading edge residential 
and commercial modern design. He heads the 
Architecture division of Warwick Group,4 a Los 
Angeles based architectural firm. He is currently on 
the faculty of Cal Poly Pomona and UCLA Extension 
where he has taught the Masters of Interior 
Architecture program for two decades. Combining 
his expertise in environmentally conscious design 
practices and his creative passion, he has designed 
many projects throughout the greater Los Angeles 
area. They include retail showrooms, multi-unit 
residential buildings and commercial office spaces.   

r

Bondanelli and the Warwick Group team also have 
extensive experience designing secure facilities. 
They recently completed nine commercial buildings 
in three states for GardaWorld, a leading provider 
of armored vehicles, security personnel, and 
cash management services. Drawing on his vast 
knowledge of green building practices and security 
focused design, Bondanelli created TAT’s plans to 
maximize building security and sustainability while 
enhancing Pasadena’s architectural landscape.
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Figure 1. Exterior Design

Figure 2. Existing Building at 169 West Colorado Blvd.
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Figure 3. Waiting Room

Figure 4. Showroom
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Figure 5. Floorplan

LEGEND
�

ARTIST TREE RETAIL PLAN
SCALE 1/16"=1'-0"
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Applicable Law

Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC): 5.78.170(H); 8.11.140; 8.11.160(B)

Procedure

TAT’s ownership team has a clear understanding of cannabis odor control measures, and we have employed 
effective odor control systems in all of the retail locations we currently own and operate. To reduce offensive 
odors and purify air, TAT’s Pasadena facility will be equipped with robust odor control and ventilation 
equipment.

Cannabis Odor Sources
As of July 2018, California’s Bureau of Cannabis Control implemented regulations, which have sharply 
reduced detectable odors inside and outside of cannabis dispensaries. The new regulations permit only 
prepackaged cannabis products to be distributed to dispensaries, rather than bulk cannabis flower, greatly 
reducing cannabis odors. In addition, manufacturers and distributors commonly utilize nitrogen sealing in 
packaging their products to prevent odor emissions.

TAT Odor Mitigation Practices
TAT will include mechanical, chemical, and biological odor filtration systems to ensure odor generated 
inside our retail facility (no matter how minimal) is not detected outside of the facility, anywhere on adjacent 
property, or on public rights-of-way. Additionally, no odor will be detected on or about the exterior or interior 
common area walkways, hallways, breezeways, foyers, lobby areas, or any other areas available for use by 
common tenants or the visiting public. 

Odor Control System Specifications (See Figure 6)
TAT’s mechanical air purification system is comprised of a series of plenums, arranged side by side, covering 
the entire ceiling. The plenums will provide air changes at the rate of one room volume every 5 minutes. The 
large size of the registers allows for air intake at an astounding rate with minimal noise. The mechanical 
equipment is equipped with a battery to provide uninterruptible power supply in case of a power disruption.

The system works by allowing air to flow through return ducts equipped with HEPA filters and Carbon Filters. 
The HEPA (high-efficiency particulate air) filters remove 99.97% of air particles that are 3 micrometres in 
diameter. The carbon filters use active carbon treated with oxygen, to give the carbon a porous surface, 
allowing air to pass through but trapping unwanted smells and fragrances. Smells and fragrances bind to 
the carbon. The air then reenters the retail store through supply ducts also equipped with HEPA and carbon 
filters creating a dual filtering process. The rapid air room change rate ensures the room is filtered over and 
over again. 

TAT will also place bio-media filters beyond exhaust fans to filter air before it exits the building envelope 
to the exterior. Bio-media filters house beneficial bacteria which break down dust, allergens, and cannabis 
pollutants. The bio-media filters supplement the mechanical and chemical odor control system.

Odor Control Plan
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To maintain an appealing aesthetic, TAT’s odor control equipment is concealed by vent-wood slats. The slats 
provide an elegant finish for the ceiling and ensure that the return registers are unnoticeable to the patrons. 
The supply registers will be placed at the perimeter of the room on or near the floor. The clean air will enter 
the space at a low point and rise through the room toward the plenums, quickly and effectively circulating air. 

TAT’s odor control system adheres to Pasadena’s requirements in that it includes: 

1. Carbon filters that prevent internal odors from being emitted externally and that effectively “scrub” the 
odor from the air before it is exhausted out; 

2. An air system that creates negative air pressure between our retail store’s interior and exterior, so that 
the odors generated inside the business are not detectable on the outside of the business; and 

3. An uninterruptible power supply (UPS) that provides for critical needs in the event of a power failure.  

TAT also stocks a variety of commercially available cannabis odor control products in our stores, including 
Ona Odor Control, Odor Free Ozone Generators, Ozium Spray and Odor X.  We do not anticipate these will 
be necessary but they will be on hand in our retail store providing a fourth emergency odor control system.

Management of Odor Control Plan
TAT’s General Manager will monitor the Odor Control Plan, ensuring strict compliance to local and state 
requirements, and will maintain a record of any and all odor complaints. Problems with HVAC and odor 
control systems are generally the result of poor maintenance. TAT’s General Manager will ensure regular 
maintenance of the HEPA filters, active carbon, and bio-media filters. TAT will provide odor control records to 
the City upon request, including system installation, maintenance, and any deviations from the implemented 
plan. Should the City suggest improvements to our plan, TAT will implement them immediately, update our 
Odor Control Plan, and provide the new plan to the City within 30 days. 

Figure 6. Ventilation Diagram

Odor Control Plan (Continued)
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Conclusion

The Artist Tree team is very excited to work with the City of Pasadena to develop our newest cannabis retail 
location. Our unique blend of art and cannabis will enhance Pasadena’s rich culture. Our attractive storefront 
will elevate the iconic streetscape of Old Pasadena. Our vast knowledge of the cannabis industry and 
experience operating retail stores will translate to a successful business that strengthens the City’s economy. 
Our commitment to the community will increase awareness of local issues and benefit local nonprofits. 

We are a cohesive team that has worked together for over a decade. We bring our collective passion for 
customer service, cannabis and community to all of our business endeavors. We are committed to making 
The Artist Tree Pasadena, as described throughout this application, a reality. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider our application!
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