Fact Sheet

What the SR710 Tunnel Proposal
Really Means for Pasadena
Supporters of the SR 710 North Tunnel promise reduced traﬃc
this project has a larger impact on Pasadena traﬃc which is not
being recognized, and which will actually make traﬃc worse.

surface streets, as well as a large increase in the volume of freeway traﬃc.
Minimal Beneﬁts for Large Traﬃc Increases
Currently,

13.7%

of Pasadena motorists use
interchange would increase by 5,000 vehicles per day in 2035 with the Dual-Bore

share to between

7.3%

and

10.6%

providing a new freeway link.

expense of an expected increase of 8,000
to 14,000 vehicles per hour driving on the
the freeway through Old Pasadena. This
freeway volume and could easily create

by

The traﬃc analysis for the tunnel
project suggests the following eﬀects:
•
signiﬁgant amount of traﬃc oﬀ the 605
and onto the 710 and 210, as well as
inducing new north-south driving.

•

on the 210 means that many drivers
would avoid using the Glendale Freeway,
and inst

• The tunnel project results in

signiﬁcant north-south travel
demand, adding traﬃc to both the
5 and the 210 freeways. Where those

of the Highway 14 split, there would
likely be a signiﬁgant increase in traﬃc

Increased VMT and CO2 emissions
All the proposed tunnel plans result in an increase in VMT
regional eﬀorts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
from throughout the region and funnel it through Pasadena.
Not only would this impact traﬃc, this would result in higher
CO2 emissions in Pasadena.

These tun
Fair Oaks corridors near the I-210 and SR-134 freeway interchanges. This would cause
ons in only

SR 710 Freeway Tunnel

Increases Vehicle Miles Traveled and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Vehicle Miles Traveled

+5%

The SR 710 Freeway Tunnel would
increase vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
and greenhouse gas emissions, going
against state and regional eﬀorts to curb
greenhouse gas emissions. Regional per
capita vehicle miles travel would increase
5% above state targets, including a 2%
increase in per capita vehicle miles
traveled within the project vicinity.

Sources
and Sierra Madre by Nelson\Nygaard, June 24, 2015.

No Tunnel

Stays on Target for Vehicle Miles Traveled and Greenhouse Gas
Emissions

Vehicle Miles Traveled

-11%

The Southern California Associate of
Strategy targets an approximately 11%
decrease in per capita vehicle miles
traveled across the LA-area by 2035
tunnel.

